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WHEREIN ARE DEscRIBED 


The Inhabitants, Manners, Cuftoms, Trade, 
Harbours, Soil, Animals, Vegetables, &c. 
‘of the principal Countries, Iflands, &c. of 
Afia, Africa, and America. 
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Mr. DAMPIER’s Voyages, &e, 


CHAP, . XTX, 


Of the inhabitants, and civil frate of the ifle of Min- 
danao, | 


hk: ifland is not fubjeét to one prince, nei- 
~ ther is the language one and the fame; but 
| the people are much alike, in colour, 
ftrength, and ftature. They are all or moft of 
them of one religion which is Mahometifm, and 
_ their cuftoms, and manner of living are alike. The 
Mindanao people, more particularly fo called, are 
the greateft nation in the ifland, and trading by fea 
with other nations, they are therefore the more ci- 
vil. JI fhall fay but little of ‘the reft, being lefs 
known to me, but fo much as hath come to my 
knowledge, take as follows. There are befides thé 
Mindanayans, the Hilanoones (as they call them) 
or the Mountaineers, the Sologues and Alfoorees, 
The Hilanoones live in the heart of the country ; 
they have little or no commerce by fea, yet they 
have proes that row with twelve or fourteen oars a- 
piece, They enjoyjthe benefit of the gold mines, and 
with their gold buy foreign commodities of the 
No. 15, A 2 Mindanao 
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Mindanao people. They have alfo plenty of bees 
wax, which they exchange for other commodities. 

Lhe Sologues inhabit the north weft end of the 
ifland. They are the leaft nation of all; they 
trade to Manila in proes, and to fome of the neigh- 
bouring iflands, put have no commerce with the 
Mindanao people. ie aie 

The Alfoores are the fame with the Mindanayans, 
and were formerly under the fubjection of the fultan 


of Mindanao, but were divided between the ful- 


tan’s children, and-have of late had a fultan of their 
own; but having by marriage contracted an alliance 
with the fultan of Mindanar, this has occafioned 
that prince to claim them again as his fubjects, and 
he made war with them a little after we went away, 
as I afterwards underftood. 

The Mindanayans properly fo called, are men of 
mean ftatures; fmall limbs, ftraight bodies, and 
little heads. Their faces are oval, their foreheads 
flat, with black {mall eyes, fhort low nofes, pretty 
large mouths; their lips thin and red, their teeth 
black, yet very found, their hair black and ftraight, 
the colour of their fkin tawney, but inclining to a 
brighter yellow than fome other Indians, efpecially 
the women. They ‘have a cuftom to wear their 
thumb-nails very long, efpecially that on their left 
thumb, for they never cut it but fcrape it often. 
They are indued with good natural wits, are inge- 
nious, nimble, and active, when they are minded, 
but generally very lazy and thievifh, and will not 
work except forced by hunger. This lazinefs is na- 
tural to moft Indians, but thefe people’s lazinefs 
feems rather to proceed not‘fo much from their na- 
tural inclinations, as from the feverity of their prince 
of whom they ftand in awe: for he dealing with 
them very arbitrarily, and taking from them what 
they get,.this damps their induftry, fo aici) 
ee Saas hah em sheet ar Ca. -ftrive 
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{trive to have any thing but from hand to mouth. 
They are generally proud, and walk very ftately. 
They are civil enough to ftrangers, and will eafily 
be acquainted with them, and entertain them with 
great freedom ; but they are implacable to their e- 
nemies, and very revengeful if they are injured, 
frequently poifoning thofe fecretly who have affront- 
ed them. : 
They wear but few cloaths ; their heads are cir- 
cled with a fhort turbat, fringed or laced at both 
ends; it goes once about the head, and is tied in a 
knot, the laced ends hanging down. They wear 
frocks and breeches, but no ftockings nor fhoes. 
The women are fairer than the men, and their 
hair is black and long, which they tie in a knot, 
that hangs back in their poles. They are more 
round vifaged than the men, and generally well fea- 
tured, only their nofes are very {mall, and fo low 
between their eyes, that in fome of the female chil- 
dren, the rifing that {hould be between the eyes is 
{carce difcernable, neither is there any fenfible rifing 
in their foreheads. At a diftance they appear very 
well; but being nigh, thefe impediments are very 
obvious. They have very {mall limbs : they wear 
but two garments, a frock and a fort of petticoat ; 
the petticoat is only a piece of cloth, fewed both 
ends together ; but it is made two feet too big for 
their waiftes, fo that they may wear either end up. 
permoft; that pare that comes up to their waitftes, 
becaule it is fo much too big, they gather it in 
their hands, and twift it till it fits clofe to their 
waiftes, tucking in the twifted part between their 
waifte and the edge of the petticoat, which keeps it 
clofe. The frock fits loofe about them, and reaches 
down a little below the waifte. The fleeves are a 
great deal longer than their arms, and fo {mall at 
the ends, that their hands will {carce go through. 
aL) Ct ee es eine 
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Being on, the fleeve fits in folds about the wrift; 
wherein they take great pride. 

The better fort of people have their garments 
made of long cloth, but the ordinary fort wear cloth 
made of plantain tree, which they call fageen, by 
which name they call the plantain. They have nei- 
ther ftocking nor fhoe, and the women have very 
{mall feet. 


The women are very defirous of the company of 


ftrangers, efpecially of white men; and doubtlefs 
would be very familiar, if the cuftom of the coun- 
try did not debar them from that freedom, which 
feems coveted by them: yet from the higheft to the 
loweft they are allowed liberty to converfe with, or 
treat {trangers in the fight of their hufbands. 
There is a kind of begging cuftom at Mindanao, 
that I have not met with elfewhere in all my travels, 
and which I believe is owing to the little trade they 
have, which is thus; when ftrangers arrive here, 
the Mindanao men will come on board, and invite 
them to their houfes, and enquire who has a com- 


_ rade (which word I believe they have from the Spa- 


niards) or a pagally, and who has not. A comrade 
is a familiar male friend; a pagally is an innocent 
platonick friend of the other fex. All ftrangers are 
in a manner obliged to accept of this acquaintance 
and familiarity, which muft be firft purchafed with 
a {mail prefent, and afterwards confirmed with 
fome gift or other to continue the acquaintance ; 
and as often as the ftranger goes afhore, he is wel- 
come to his comrade or pagally’s houfe, where he 
may be entertained for his money, to eat, drink, or 
fleep ; and complimented as often as he comes a- 


fhore, with tobacco and betel-nut, which is all the 


entertainment he muft expect gratis. The rich mens 
wives are allowed the freedom to converfe with 
their pagally in publick, and may give or receive 
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prefents from them. Even the fultans and generalt 
wives, who are always coop’d up, will yet look ous 
of their cages when a ftranger pafles by, and de- 
mand of him if he wants a pagally ; and to invite 
him to their friendfhip, will fend a prefent of to- 
bacco and betel-nut to him by their fervants. 7 

The chief city on this ifland is called by the fame 
name of Mindanao. ‘It is feated on the fouth fide 
of the ifland, in lat. 7d. 20 m.N. on the banks 
of a {mall river, about two miles from the fea. The 
manner of building is fomewhat ftrange ; yet ge- 
nerally ufed in this part of the Eaft Indies. Their 
houfes are all built on pofts, about fourteen, fix- 
teen, eighteen, or twenty feet high. Thefe pofts 
are bigeer or lefs, according to the intended mag- 
nificence of the fuperftructure. They have but 
one floor, but many partitions or rooms, and a 
ladder or ftairs to go up out of the fireets. The 
roof is large, and covered with palmeto or palm- 
leaves. So there is a clear paflage like a piazza 
(but a filthy one) under the houfe. Some of the 
poorer people that keep ducks or hens, have a fence 
made round the pofts of their houfes, with a door 
to go in and out ; and this under room ferves for 
no other ufe. Some ufe this place for the common 
draught of their houfes, for building moitly clofe 
by the river in all parts of the Indies, they make 
the river receive all the filth of their houfe ; and at 
the time of the land floods, all is wafhed very clean. 

The fultans houfe is much bigger than any of the 
reft. It ftands on about one hundred and eighty 
great pofts or trees, a great deal higher than the 
common building, with great broad ftairs made to 
goup. In the firft room he hath about twenty 
iron guns, all faker and minion, placed on field 
carriages. The general, and other great men have 
fome guns alfo in their houfes. About twenty paces 
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from the fuitans houfe there is a fmall low houfe, 
built purpofely for the reception of ambaffadors or 
merchant {trangers. This alfo ftands on pofts, but 
the floor is not raifed above three or four feet from 
the ground, and is neatly matted purpofely for the 
fultan and his council to fit on, for they ufe no 
chairs, but fit crofs-lege’d like taylors on the floor. 

The common food at Mindanao is rice, or fago, 
and a fmall fifh or two. The better fort eat buffa- 


lo, or fowls ill drefs’d, and abundance of rice with. 


it. ‘They ufe no {poons to eat their rice, but every 
man takes a handful out of the platter, and by 
wetting his hand in water, that it may not ftick to 
his hand, fqueezes it into a lump, ,as hard as pol- 
fibly he can make it, and then crams it into his 
mouth. They all f{trive to make thefe lumps as big 
as their mouths can receive them, and feem to vie 
with each other, and glory in taking in the biggeft 
lump, fo that fometimes they almoft choak them- 
felves. They always wath after meals, or if they 
touch any thing that is unclean, for which reafon 


they fpend abundance of water in their houfes. This 


water with the wafhing of their difhes, and what 
other filth they make, they pour down near their 
fire-place ; for their chambers are not boarded, but 


floored with fplit bamboos, like laths, fo that the. 


water prefently falls underneath their dwelling 
rooms, where it breeds maggots, and makes a.pro- 
digious ftink. Befides this filthinefs, the fick peo- 
ple eafe themfelves and make water in their cham- 
bers, there being a fmall hole made purpofely in 
the floor, to let it drop through. But healthy found 
people commonly eafe themfelves and make water 
in the river. For that reafon you fhall always fee 
abundance of people, of both fexes, in the river, 
from morning till night, fome eafing themfelves, 
others wafhing their bodies or cloths. If they come 
into 
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into the river purpofely to wafh their cloths, they _ 


{trip and ftand naked till they have done, then put 
them on, and march out again: both men and wo- 
men take great delight in fwimming, and wafhing 
themielves, being bred to it from their infancy. I 
do believe it is very wholfome to wath mornings 
and evenings in thefe hot countries, at leaft three 
or four days in the week; for I ufed myfelf to it 
when I lived afterwards at Bencooly, and found it 
very refrefhing and comfortable. It is very good 
for thofe that have fluxes to wafh and ftand in the 
river mornings and evenings. I fpeak it experi- 
mentally, for I was brought very low with that di- 
{temper at Achin, but by wafhing conftantly morn- 
ing and evening, I found great benefit, and was 
quickly cured by it. 4 | | 


In the city of Mindanao they fpeak two lan- | 


guages. indifferently ; their. own Mindanao lan- | 


guage, and the Malaya; but in other parts of the 
ifland they {peak only their: proper language, hav- 
ing little commerce abroad. They have fchools, 
and inftruét the children to read and write, and 
bring them up in the Mahometan religion. There- 
fore many of the words, efpecially their prayers, 
are in Arabick, and many of the words of civility 
the fame as in Turkey, and efpecially when they 
meet in the morning, or take leave of each other, 
they exprefs themfelves in that language. 

Many of the old people, both men and women, 
can {peak Spanifh, for the Spaniards were formerly 
fettled among them, and had feveral forts on this 
ifland ; and then they fent two friers to the city, to 
convert the fultan of Mindanao and his people. At 
that time thefe people began to learn Spanith, and 
the Spaniards encroached on them, and endeavour- 
ed to bring them into fubjection, and probably be- 
fore this time had brought them all under their 
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yoke, if they themfelves had not been drawn 6ff 
from this ifland to Manila, to refift the Chinefe, 
who threatened to invade them there. When the 
Spaniards were gone, the old fultan of Mindanao, 
father to the prefent, in whofe time it was, razed 
and demolifhed their forts, brought away their 
guns, and fent away the friers; and fince that 
time will not fuffer the Spaniards to fettle 6n the 
lands. 

They are now moft afraid of the Dutch, being 
fenfible how they have inflaved many of the neigh- 
bouring iflands. For that reafon they have a long 
time defired the Englifh to fettle among them, and 
have offered them any convenient place to build a 
fort in, as the general him(elf told us, giving this 
reajon, that they do not find the Enelifh fo in- 
croaching as the Dutch or Spanifh. The Dutch 
aré no leis jealous of their admitting the Englith, 
for they are fenfible what detriment it would be 
to them if the Englith fhould {fettle here. 

_ There are but few tradefien at the city of Min- 
danao. The chief trades are gold{miths, black- 
{miths, and carpenters. There are but two or three 
goldimiths, thefe will work in gold or filver, and 
make any thing that you defire ; but they have no 
fhop furnifhed with ware ready made for fale. Here 
are feveral black{miths who work very well, con- 
fidering the tools that they work with. Their bellows 
aré much different from ours. They are made of 
a wooden cylinder, the trunk of a tree, about thtée 
feet long, bored hollow like a pump, and fet up- 
right on the ground, on which the fire irfelf is made. 
Near the lower end there is a {riall hole, in the 
fide of the trunk next the fire, made to receive a 


pipe, thro’ which the wind is driven to thé fire by a 


great bunch of fine feathers faftried to one ead of the 
jiick, which clofing up the infidé of the cylinder, 
7 Pe gi? : drives, 
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drives the air out of the cylinder through the pipe : 
two of thefe trunks or cylinders are placed fo nigh 
_ together, that a man flanding between them may 

work them both at once alternately, one with each 
hand. They have neither vice nor anvil, buta 
great hard {tone or a piece of an old eun, to ham- 
mer upon: yet they will perform their work, mak- 
ing both common utenfils and iron-works about 
fhips to admiration. They work altogether with 
charcoal. Every man almoft is a carpenter, for 
they can work with the ax and ads. ‘Their ax is 


but fmall, and fo made that they can take it out of 


the helve, and by turning it make an ads of it, 
They have no faws; but when they make plank, 
they {plit the tree in two, and makea plank of each 
‘part, planing it with ax and ads. . This requires 
much pains, and takes up a great deal of time, but 
they work cheap, and the goodnefs of the plank 
thus hewed, which hath its grain preferved entire, 
makes amends for their coft and pains. 

They build good and ferviceable fhips or barks 
for the fea, fome for trade, others for pleafure ; 
and fome fhips of war. ‘Their trading veflels they 
fend chiefly to Manila. Thither they tranfport 
bees-wax, which, I think, is the only commodity, 
befides gold that they vend there, The inhabitants 
of the city of Mindanao get a great deal of bees- 
wax themfelves: but the greateft quantity they 
purchafe is of the mountaineers, from whom they 
alfo get the gold which they fend to Manila, and 
with thefe they buy their calicoes, muflins, and 
China filk. They fend fometimes their barks to 
Borneo and other iflands; but what they tranfport 
thither, or import from thence, I know not. The 
Dutch come hither in floops from Ternate and 


Tidore, and buy rice, bees-wax, and tobacco: ‘for 


here is a great deal of tobacco grows on this ifland, 
B2 more 
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more than in any ifland or country in the Eaft 
Indies, that | know of, Manila only excepted. It 


js an excellent fort of tobacco ; but thefe people 


have not the art of managing ‘this trade to their 
beft advantage, as the Spaniards have at Manila. I 


do believe th: feeds were firft brought hither from 


Manila by the Spaniards, and even thither, in all 
probability, from America; the difference between 
the Mindanao and Manila tobacco is, that the Min- 
danao tobacco, is of a darker colour, and the leaf 
larger and groffér than the Manila tobacco, being 
propagated or planted in a fatter foil. The Ma- 
nila tobacco is of a bright yellow colour, of an in- 
different fize, not ftrong, but pleafant to fmoak. 

The Spaniards at Manila are. very curious about 
this tobacco, having a peculiar way of making it 
up neatly in the leaf. For they take two little flat 
fticks, each about a foot long, and placing the flalks 
of the tobacco leaves in a. Tow, forty or fifty of 
them between the two fticks, they bind them hard 
together, fo that the jcaves hang dangling down. 
One of thefe bundles is fold for a rial at “Fort St. 
George ; but you may have ten or twelve pounds of 
tobacco at Mindanao for a rial, and the tobacco is 
as good, or rather better than the Manila tobacco 
but they have not that vent for it as the Spaniards 
have. 

The Mindanao ‘people are much troubled with a 
fort of leprofy, the fame as we obferved at Guam. 
This diftemper runs with a dry fcurf all over their 
bodies, and caufes great itching in thofe that have 
it, making them frequently fcratch and {crub them- 
felves, which raifes the outer {kin in fmall whitith 
flakes, like the fcales of little fifh, when they are 
rauled on end with a knife. This makes their fkin 
extraordinary rough, and in fome you fhall fee » 
broad white {pots in feveral part of their body. I 
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judge fuch have had it, but are cured, for their 
fkins were {mooth, and I did not perceive them to 
{erub themfelves ; yet I have learned from their 
own mouths that thefe {pots were from this diftem- 


per. Whether they ufe any means to cure them-' 
felves, or whether it goes away of itfelf, I know! 
not; but I did not perceive that they made any’ 


great matter of it, for they never refrained any 
company for it; none of our people caught it of 
them, for we were afraid of it, and kept off. They 
are fometimes troubled with the fmall pox, but their 
ordinary diftempers are fevers, agues, fluxes, with 
great pains, and gripings in their outs. The coun- 
try affords a great many drugs and medicinal herbs, 
_ whole virtues are not unknown to fome of them that 
pretend to cure the fick. ft | 


The Mindanao men have many wives ; but what’ 
ceremonies are ufed when they marry, I know not. 


There is commonly a great feaft made by the bride- 
groom to entertain his friends, and the moft part 
of the night is fpent in mirth. 

| The fultan is abfolute in his power over all his 
fubjects. He is but a poor prince, for as I men- 
tioned before, they have but little trade, and there- 


fore cannot be rich. If the fultan underftands that. 


any’ man has money, if it be but twenty dollars, 
which is a great matter among them, he will fend 
to borrow fo much money, pretending urgent oc- 
cafions for it; and they dare not deny him. Some-: 


‘times he will fend to fell one thing or another that. 


he hath to difpofe of, to fuch whom he knows to 
have money, and they muft buy it, and give him 
his price ; and if afterwards he hath occafion for the 
fame thing, he muft have it if he fends for it. He 
is but.a little man, between fifty and fixty years 
old, and by relation very good natured, but over- 
ruled, by thofe about him. He has a queen, and 
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keeps about twenty women, or wives more, in whofe — 
company he fpends moft of his time. He has one 
daughter by his fultanefs or queen, and a great — 
many fons and daughters by the reft. Thefe walk 
about the ftreets, and would be always begging 
things of us; but it is reported, that the young 
princefs is kept in a room, and never ftirs out, and 
that fhe never faw any man but her father and Raja 
aut her uncle, being then about fourteen years) 
old. 
When the fultan vifits his friends he is carried in 
a {mall couch on four mens fhoulders, with eight 
or ten armed men to guard him ; but he never goes 
far this way, for the country is very woody, and 
they have but little paths, which renders it the lefs 
commodious. When he takes his pleafure by wa- 
ter, he carries fome of his wives along with him. 
The proes that are built for this purpofe, are large 
enough to entertain fifty or fixty perfons, or more. 
The hull is neatly built, wich a round head and 
ftern, and over the hull there is a {mall flight houfe 
built with bamboes; the fides are made up with 
{plit bamboas about four feet high, with little win- 
dows in them of the fame, to open and fhut at 
pleafure. The roof is almoft flat, neatly thatched © 
with palmeto leaves. ‘This houfe is divided into 
two or three {mall partitions or chambers, one par- 
ticularly for himfelf. This is neatly matted under- 
neath, and round the fides ; and there is a carpet 
and pillows for him to fleep on. The fecond room 
1s for his women, much like the former. The third 
is for the fervants, who tend them with tobacco 
and betel-nut, for they are always chewing or. 
fmoaking. The fore and after parts of the veffel 
are for the mariners to fit and row. — Befides this, 
they have outlayers, {uch as thofe I defcribed at 
Guam; only the boats and outlayers here are 
ba larger. 
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larger. Thefe boats are more round, like the half 
moon almoft ; and the bamboes or outlayers that 
reach from the boat are alfo crooked. Befides the 
boat is not flat on one fide here as at Guam, but 
hath a belly and outlayers on each fide; whereas at 
Guam there is a little boat faftened to the outlayers, 
that lies in the water; the beams or bamboes here 
-are faftened traverfewife to the outlayers on each 
fide, and touch not the water like boats, but one, 
three, or four feet above the water, and ferve for 
the bargemen to fit and row and paddle on; the 
infide of the veilel, except only juft fore and abaft, 
being taken up with the apartments for the paffen- 
gers. There runs acrofs the outlayers two tier of 
beams for the paddlers to fit on, on each fide the 
veffel.. The lower tier of thefe beams is not above 
afoot from the water; fo that upon any the leaft 
heeling of the veffel, the beams are dip’d in the wa- 
ter, ait the men hat fit are wet up to their waifte ; 
their feet feldom efcaping the water : and thus, as 
all our veflels are rowed from within, thefe are pad- 
dled from without. 

The fultan hath a brother called Raja Laut, a 
brave man. He is the fecond man in the kingdom. 
All ftrangers that come hither to trade muft make 
their addrefs to him, for all fea affairs belong to 
him. He licences ftrangers to import or export 
any commodity, and it is by his permiffion that the 
natives themfelves are fuffered to trade ; nay the 
very fifhermen muft take a permit from him ; fo 
that there is no man can come into the river or go 
eut but by his leave. He is two or three years 
younger than the fulran, and a little man like him. 
He has eight women, by fome of whom he hath 
iffue. He hath only one fon, about twelve or four- 
teen years old, who was circumcifed while we were 
there. Eis eldeft fon died a little before we came 
4s: hither, 
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hither, for whom he was ftill in great heavinefs.” If 
he had lived a little longer he fhould have married 
the young princefs, but whether this fecond fon 
mutt have her I know not, for I never heard any 
‘difcourfe about it.» Raja Laut is a very fharp man, 
he {peaks and writes Spanith, which he learned in 
his youth: He has by often converfing with ftran+ 
‘gers, got a great infight into the cuftoms of other 
nations, and by Spanifh books has fome knowledge 
of Europe. » He is general of the Mindanayans, and 
is accounted an expert foldier and a very ftout man, 
and the women in their dances, fing many fongs in 


The fultan> of Mindanao fometimes makes war 
with his neighbours’ the Mountaneers or Alfoores ; 
their weapons are fwords, lances\and fome. hand 
creflets. The creflet is a {mall thing like a bayo« 
net, which they always wear in war or peace, at 
work or play, from the greateft of them’ to the 
pooreft, or the meaneft perfons. They never meet 
each other fo'as to have a pitch’d battle, but they 
build {mall works or forts of timber, wherein they 
plant little guns, and lie in fight of each other two 
or three months; ‘fkirmifhing every day in’ {mall 
parties, and) fometimes furprizing a breaft-work 5 
and whatever fide is like to be worfted, if they have 
no probability to efcape by flight, they fell their 
lives as dear as they:can, for their is feldom any 
quarter given, ibut the conqueror cuts and hacks 
his enemies to pieces. 5 Leas a 

The religion of thefe people is Mahometanifm : 
Friday is their:fabbath, but I never faw any diffes 
rence that they make between this day and another, 
only the fultan himfelf goes then to the mofque 
twice. Raja Laut never goes. to the mofque, but 
prays at certain hours, eight or ten times in a day ; 
where ever he is, he is very punctual to his canoni- 
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cal hours, and if he be on board will go afhore on 
purpofe to pray... For no bufinefs nor company 
hinders him from this duty. Whether he is at home 
or abroad, in a houfe or in the field, he leaves all 
his company, and goes about one hundred yards 
off, and there kneels down to his devotion. He 
firft kiffes the ground, then prays aloud, and di- 
vers times in his prayers he kiffes the ground, and 
does the fame when he leaves off. His fervants, and 
his wives and children talk and fing, or play how 
they pleafe all the time, but himfelf is very ferious. 
The meaner fort of people have little devotion: -I 
never faw any of them. at their nee or go into 
a mofque. | 

In the fultan’s mofque there j isa, great drum with 
but one head, called a gong, which is inftead of a 
clock. This gong is beaten at twelve, three, fix, 
and nine, o’clock, by a man appointed for that fer- 
vice. He has a flick as big asa man’s arm, with a 
great knob at the end, bigger than a man’s filt, made 
with cotton, bound faft with {mall cords, with this 
he ftrikes the gong as hard as he can, about twenty 
ftrokes ; beginning to/ftrike leifurely the firft five 
or fix Bicalsnss then he ftrikes fafter, and at laft 
firikes as faft as he can; and then he ftrikes again 


flower and flower fo many more itrokes ; thud he’ 


~ rifes and falls three times, and then’ leaves off till 
three hours after : this is done night and day. 


» They circumcife the males at eleven or twelve. 
years of age, or older ; and many, are circumcifed: 


at once. This ceremony is performed with a great 


deal of folemnity. There had been no circumcifion 


for {ome years before our being here, and then there 
was one for Raja Laut’s fon. They chufe to have 
a general circumcifion when the fultan, or general, 

or fome other great perfon hath a fon fit to be cir 


cumcifed ; for. wach him a great many more are 


circumcifed 
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circumcifed. There is notice given about eight or 
ten days before for all men to'a pear in‘arms, and 
great preparation is made againft the folemn day. 
In the morning before the boys are circumcifed, 
prefents are fent to the father of the child, that keeps 
the feaft; which, as I faid before, is either the 
fultan, or fome great perfon; and about ten or 
eleven o’clock the Mahometan prieft does his of-. 
fice. He takes hold of the fore fkin with two fticks, 
and with a pair of {cizzars {nips it off. After this 
moft of the men, both in city and country being 
in arms before the houfe, begin to act as if they 
were engaged with an enemy, having fuch arms as 
I defcribed. Only one aéts ata time, the reft make 
a great ring of two or three hundred yards round 
about him. | He that is to exercife, comes into the 
ring with a great fhriek or two, and-a horrid look, 
then he fetches two or three large ftately ftrides, 
and falls to work. He holds his broad {word in 
one hand, and his lance in the other, and traverfes 
his ground, leaping from one fide of the ring to 
the other, and in a menacing pofture and look, bids 
defhance to the enemy, whom his fancy frames to 
him ; for there is nothing but air to oppofe him. 
Then he ftamps and fhakes his head, and grinning 
with his teeth, makes many rueful faces. Then 
he throws his lance, and nimbly fnatches out his 
crefler, with which he hacks and hews the air like 
a madman, often fhrieking. At laft, being almoft 
tired with motion, he flies to. the middle of the 
ring, where he feems to have his enemy at his mer~ 
cy ; and with two or three blows cuts on the ground. 
as if he was cutting off his enemies head. By this 
time he is all of a {weat, and withdraws triumph- 
antly out of the ring, and prefently another enters: 
with the like fhrieks and gefture.. Thus they con- 
tinue combating their imaginary enemy all the reft 


of 
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of the day ; towards the conclufion of which the 
richeit men aét, and at laft the general, and then 
the fultan concludes this ceremony: he and the ge- 
neral with fome other great men, are in armour, 
but the reft have none. After this the fultan re- | 
turns home, accompanied with abundance of peo- 
ple, who wait on him there till they are difmifled. 
But at the time when we were there, there was an 
after-game to be played, for the general’s fon being 
then circumcifed, the fultan intended to give him 
a fecond vifit in the night; fo they all waited to 
attend him thither. The general alfo provided to 
meet him in the beft manner, and therefore defired 
captain Swan with his men to attend him. Ac- 
cordingly captain Swan ordered us to get our guns, 
and wait at the general’s houfe till further orders. 
So about forty of us waited till eight o’clock in the 
evening : when the general with captain Swan, and 
about one thoufand men, went to meet the fultan, 
with abundance of torches, that made it as light as 
day. The manner of the march was thus: firft of 
all there was a pageant, and upon it two dancing 
women gorgeoufly apparelled, with coronets on 
their heads, full of gliftering fpangles, and pen- 
_dants of the fame, hanging down over their breatt 
and fhoulders. “Ihefe are women bred up purpofe- 
ly for dancing: their feet and legs are but little 
employed, except fometimes to turn round very 
gently ; but their hand, arm, head, and body, are 
- in continual motion, efpecially their arms, which 
they turn and twift fo ftrangely, that you would 
think them to be made without bones. Befides the 
two dancing women, there were two old women in 
the pageant, holding each a lighted torch in their 
hands, clofe by the two dancing women, by which 
light the glittering {pangles appeared very gloriouf- 
ly. This pageant was carried by fix lufty men: 

| 3 then 
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then came fix or feven torches, lighting the gene- 
ral and captain Swan, who marched fide by fide 
next, and we that attended captain Swan, followed 
clofe after, marching in. order fix and fix abreatt; 
with each man his gun on his fhoulder, and torches 
on each fide. » After us came twelve of the generals 
men with old Spanifh match-locks, marching four 
inarow. After them about forty lances, and be- 
hind them as many with great fwords, marching all 
in order, After them came abundance only. with 
creffets by their fides, who:marched up clofe with-. 
out any order. . When we came near. the fultan’s 
houfe, the fultan and his:;:men: met: us, and: we: 
wheeled off to let them pafs. The fultan had three. 
pageants went before him: in the firft pageant were 
four of his fons, who were about ten or eleven years 
old... They had gotten abundance of fimall itones,: 
which they, roguifhly threw. about on the: peoples 
heads. In the next were four young maidens, 
nieces to the fultan, being his fifter’s daughters ; 
and in the third, there were. three of the fultan’s 
children, not above fix years old. The fultan him- 
felf followed next, being carried, in his couch,’ 
which was not like the Indian Palankins, but open, 
and very little and ordinary... A multitude of peo-) 
ple came afiter,, without any order: but as foon as 
he was palit by, the general, and captain Swan, and 
all our men, clofed in juft behind the fultan, and~ 
{o all marched together to the general’s houfe. We : 
came thither between ten and eleven o’clock, where 
the greateft part of the company were immediately. 
difmiffed; but the fultan, his children, his nieces, 
and {ome other perfons of quality, entered the ge-, 
neral’s houfe. They were met-at the head of the: 
fiairs by the general’s women, who with a great’ 
‘deal of refpect conducted them: into the houfe. 
Captain Swan, and we that were with him sale ie 
, ’ 4 ; ; e 
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_éd after. It was not long before the general cauf- 
ed his dancing women to enter the room, and di- 
vert the company with that paftime. I had forgot to 
tell you that they have none but vocal mutfic here, 
by what I could leara, except only a row of a kind 
of bells without clappers, fixteen in number, and 
their weight increafing, gradually from about three 
to ten pound weight. hele were fet in a row on 
aitablesin tue oeneral’s houfe, where for feven or 
eight days together, before the circumcifion day, 
they were ftruck each with a little ftick, for the 
-greateit part of the day making a great noile, but 
they ceafed that morning. So thele dancing wo- 
men fung themfelves, and danced to their own mu- 
fic. MA pice this the general’s women, and the ful- 
tan’s s fons, and his nieces danced. Two of the ful- 
tan’s nieces were about eighteen or nineteen years 
old, the other two were three or four years younger. 
Theie young ladies were very richly dreffed, with 
-loofe garments of filk, and fmall coronets on their 
heads. They were much fairer than any women 
that [ ever faw there, and very well featured ; their 
nofes, though but imall, were higher than the other 
women, and very well. proportioned. . When the 
ladies had very well diverted themfelves and the 
company with dancing, the general caufed us to fire 
fome fky-rockets, that were made by his and cap~ 
tain Swan’s order, purpofely for this night’s folem- 
nity, and after chat the fultan and his retinue went 
away with a few attendants, and we all broke up $ 
and thus ended this days folemnity : but the boys 
being fore with their amputation, went ftraddling 
for a fortnight after. 

| ‘They are not, as I faid before, very curious, or 
ftriét in obferving any days, or times of particular 
ae except it be the ramdan time, as we call 
The ramdan time was then in Auguft, as I 

take 
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take it, for it was fhortly after our arrival here. In 
this time they faft all day, and about feven o’clock 
‘in the evening they {pend near an hour in prayer. 
Towards the latter end of their prayer, they loudly 
invoke their prophet, for about a quarter of an 
‘hour, both old and young bawling out very ftrange- 
ly, as if they intended to fright him out of his fleepi- 
nefs or neglect of them. After their prayer is end- 
ed, they {pend fome time in feafting before they 
take their repofe. Thus they do every day fora 
whole month at leaft; for fometimes it is two or 
three days longer before the samdan ends ; for it be- 
gins at the new moon, and lafts till they fee the 
next new moon, which fometimes in thick hazy 
weather, is not till three or four days after the 
change, as it happened while I was at Achin, where 
they continued the ramdan till the new moon’s ap- 
pearance. The next day after they have feen the 
new moon, the guns are all difcharged about noon, 
and then the time ends. ‘ 

A main part of their religion confifts in wafhing 
often, to keep themfelves from being defiled ; or 
after they are defiled to cleanfe themfelves again. 
They alfo take great care to keep themfelves from 
being poluted, by tafting or touching any thing 
that is accounted unclean ; therefore {wines flefh is 
very abominable to them; nay, any one that hath 
either tafted of {wines fleth, or touched thofe crea- 
tures, is not permitted to come into their houfes for 
many days after; and there is nothing will fcare 
them more than a fwine. ‘Yet there are wild hogs 
in the iflands, and thofe fo plentiful, that they will 
come in troops out of the woods in the night into 
the very city, and under their houfes, to rummage 
up and down the filth that they find there. The 
natives therefore would even defire us to lie in wait 
for the hogs, to deftroy them, which we did fre- 
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quently, by fhooting them and carrying them pré- 
fently on board, but were prohibited their houfes 
afterwards. — : | 

And now I am on this fubject, I cannot omit a 
ftory concerfing the general. He once defired td 
have a pair of -hoes made after the Englifh fathion, 
though hé very feldom wore any: fo one of our 
men made him a pair, which the general liked very 
‘well. Afterwards fome body told him, that thé 
thread wherewith the fhoes were fewed, were point- 
ed with hogs briftles. This put him into a great 
paffion fo he fent the fhoes to the man thar made 
them, and fent hith withal more leather to make 
another pair, with threads pointed with fome other 
hair, which was immediately done, and then he was 
well pleafed. 


CHCA Po KX, 


Their coafting along the ifle of Mindanao, from a bay 
on the eaft fide, to another at the fouth eaft ends 
with other occurrences during their ftay at Minda- 
na0. 
JJ AVING in the two laft chapters given fome 
A & account of the natural, civil and religious 
{tate of Mindanao, I hall now go on with the pro- 
fecution of our affairs during our ftay there. 
__ It was in a bay on the north eaft fide of the ifland 
that we came to an anchor, as hath been faid. We 
lay in this bay but one night, and part of the next 
day; yet there we got fpeech with fome of the na- 
tive, who by figns madé us to underftand, that the 
city Mindanao was on the weft fide of the ifland. 
We endeavoured to perfuade one of them to exe) 
with us to be our pilot, but he would not : there- 
fore in the afternoon we loofed from thence, fteer- 
ing again to the fouth eaft, having the wind at S.W. 
micais1) | When 


24 The VovacEs and ApvENTURES of . 


When we came to the S. E. end of the ifland Min- 
danao, we {aw two fmall iflands about three leagues 
diftant from it. We might have paffed between 
them and the main ifland, as we learn’d fince, but 
not knowing them, or what dangers we might en-~ 
counter there, we chofe rather to fail to the eaft- 
ward of them. . But meeting very flrong wefterly 
winds, we got nothing forward in many days. In 
this time we firft faw the iflands Meangis, which are 
about fixteen leagues diftant from Mindanao, bear- 
ing S. FI fhall have occafion to fpeak more of » 
them hereafter. | : Terie 

The fourth day of July we got into a deep bay, 
four leagues north weft from the two fmall iflands 
before mentioned. But the night before, in a vio- 
lent tornado, our bark being unable to beat any 
longer, bore away, which put us in fome pain for 
fear fhe was overfet, as we had like to have been 
ourfelves. We anchored on the fouth weft fide of 
the bay, in fifteen fathom water, about a cables 
Iength from the fhore. Here we were forced to 
fhelter ourfelves from the violence of the weather, 
which was fo boiiterous with rains, tornadoes and 
a {trong wefterly wind, that we were very glad to 
find this place to anchor in, being the only thelter 
on this fide from the weft winds. 

This bay is not above two miles wide at the 
mouth, but farther in it is three leagues wide, and 
feven leagues deep, running in N. N. W. There 
is a good depth of water about four or five leagues 
in, but rocky foul ground for about two leagues 
from the mouth on both fides of the bay, except. 
only in that place where we lay. About three 
leagues from the mouth, on the eaftern fide, there 
are fair fandy bays, and good’ anchoring in four 
five and fix fathom. The land on the eaft fide is. 
high, mountainous and woody, yet very. well es 
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tered with {mall brooks; and there is one river large 
enough for canoes to enter. On the weft fide of 
the bay, the land is of a mean height with a large 
favannah, bordering on the fea, and ftretching from 
the mouth of the bay, a great way to the weitward. 

This favannah abounds with long grafs, and is 
plentitully ftock’d with deer. The adjacent woods 
are a covert for them in the heat of the day ; but 
mornings and evenings they feed in the open plains, 
as thick as in our parks in England. I never faw 
any where fuch plenty of wild deer, though I have 
met with them in feveral parts of America, both in 
the north and fouth feas. 

_The deer live here pretty peaceably and un- 
molefted, for there are no inhabitants on that fide 
of the bay. We vifited this favannah every morn- 
ing, and killed as many deer as we pleafed, fome- 
times fixteen or eighteen in a day ; and eat nothing 
but venifon all the time we ftaid here. 

We faw a great many plantations by the fides of 
the mountains, on the eaft fide of the bay, and went 
to one of them, in hopes to learn of the inhabitants 
whereabouts the city was, that we might not over- 
fail it in the night, but they fled from us, | 

We lay here till the 12th day before the winds 
abated of their fury, and then failed from hence 
directing our courfe to the weftward. In the morn- 
ing we had a Jand wind at north. At eleven o’clock 
-the fea breeze came at weft, juft in our teeth, but 
being fair weather, we kept on our way, turning 
and taking the advantage of the land breezes by 
night and the fea breezes by day. 

Being now paft the fouth eaft part of the ifland, 
we coafted down on the fouth fide, and faw abun- 
dance of canoes fithing, and now and then a {mall 
village ; neither were thefe inhabitants afraid of us, 
as the former, but came on board, yet we could 
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not underftand them, nor they us, but by figns: 
and when we mentioned the word Mindanao, they 
would point towards it. 

The eighteenth day of July we arrived before the 
river of Mindanao; the mouth of which lies in lat. 
6 deg. 22. min. N. and is laid in 231 deg. 12 min. 
longitude welt, from the Lizard in England. We 
anchored right againft the river in fitreen fathom 
water, clear hard fand; about two miles from the 
fhore, and three or four miles from a fmall ifland, 
that lay without us to the fouthward. We fired 
feven or nine guns, I remember not well which, 
and were an{wered again with three from the fhore, 
for which we gave one again. Immediately after 
our coming to an anchor, Raja Laut, and one of 
the fultan’s fons came off in a canoe, being rowed 
with ten oars, and demanded in Spanifh what we 
were, and from whence we came; Mr. Smith, he 
who was taken prifoner at Leon in Mexico, anfwer- 
ed in the fame language, that we were Englifh, and 
that we had been a: great while out of England. 
They told us that we were welcome, and afked us 
a great many queftions about England, elpecially 
concerning our Eaft India merchants, and whether 
we were fent by them to fettle a factory here; Mr. 
Smith told them that we came hither only to buy 
provifion. They feemed a little difconcerted when 
they underftood that we were not come to fettle a- 
mong them; for they had heard of our arrival on 
the eatt fide of the ifland, a great while before, and 
entertained hopes that we were fent purpofely out 
of England hither to fettle a trade with them, which 
it fhould feem they are very defirous of. For cap- 
tain Goodlud had been here not long before to treat 
with them about it; and when he went away told 
them, as they faid, that in a fhort time they might 
expect an ambafiador from England, to make a 
full bargain with them. _ '  Tndeed 
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Indeed upon mature thoughts, I thould think we 
could not have done better, than to have complied 
with the defire they feemed to have of our fettling 
here, and to have taken up our quarters among 
them. For as thereby we might better have con. 
fulted our own profit and fatistaction, than by the 
other loofe roving way of life; fo it might probably 
have proved of public benefit to our nation, and 
been a means of introducing an Englith fettlement 
and trade, not only here,, but through feveral of 
the fpice-iflands, which lie in its neighbourhood. 

_ For the iflands Meangis, which I mentioned in 
the beginning of this chapter, lie within twenty 
leagues of Mindanao. Thefe are three {mall iflands 
that abound with gold and cloves, if I may credit 
my author Prince Jeoly, who was born on one of 
them, and was at that time a flave in the city of 
Mindanao. He might have been purchafed by us 
of his mafter for a {mall matter, as he was after- 
wards by Mr. Moody, (who came hither to trade, 
and loaded a fhip with clove-bark) and by tran- 
{porting him home to his own country, we might 
have gotten a trade there. But of Prince Jeoly I 
fhall fpeak more hereafter. Thefe iflands are as yet 
probably unknown to the Dutch, who as I faid be- 
fore, endeavour to ingrofs all the {pice into their 
own hands. . : 

There was another opportunity offered us here 
of fettling on another {pice-ifland that was very 
well inhabited; for the inhabitants fearing the 
Dutch, and underftanding that the Englith were 
fettling at Mindanao, their fulean fent his nephew 
to Mindanao while we were there to invite us thi- 
ther: captain Swan conferred with him about it di- 
vers times, and I do believe he had fome inclina- 
tion to accept the offer, and I am fure moft of the 
men were for it; but this never came to a head, for 
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want of a true underftanding between captain Swan 
and his men, as may be declared hereafter. 

Befides the benefit which might accrue from this 
trade with Meangis, and other the {pice iflands, 
the Philippine iflands themfelves, by a little care 
and induftry, might have afforded us a very bene- 
ficial trade, and all thefe trades might have been 
mangaged trom Mindanao, by fettling there firft. 
For that ifland lies very convenient for trading el- 
ther to the {pice-iflands, or the reft of the Philip- 
pine iflands ; Gince as its foil is much of the fame 
nature with either of them, fo it lies as it were in 
the center of the gold and fpice trade in thefe parts : 
the iflands north of Mindanao abounding moft in 
gold, and thofe fouth of Meangis in fpice. 

As the ifland Mindanao lies very convenient for 
trade, fo confidering its diftance, the way thither 
may not be over-long and tirefome. The courle 
that I would chufe, fhould be to fet out of Eng-— 
land about the latter end of Auguft, and to pafs 
round lerra del Fuego, and fo ftretching over to- 
wards New Holland, coaft it along that fhore till 

‘ITcame near to Mindanao; or firft I would coatt 
down near the American fhore, as far as I found 
convenient, and then direét my courfe accordingly 
for the ifand. By this I fhould avoid coming near 
any of the Dutch fettlements, and be fure to meet 
always with a conflant brifk eafterly trade wind, 
after I was once paft Terra del Fuego. Whereas 
in pafling about the cape of Good <lope, after you 
are fhot over the Haft Indian ocean, and are come 
to the iflands, you muft pafs through the itreights 
of Malacca or Sundy, or elfe fome other flreights 
eaft from Java, where you will be fure to meet with 
country-winds, go on which fide of the equator you 
pleafe ; and this would require ordinarily feven or 
eight months for the voyage, but the other I fhould 

hope 
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hope to perform in fix or feven at moft. In your 
return from thence, alfo, you mutt obferve the 
fame rule as the Spaniards do in going from Mani- 
la to Acapulco, only as they run towards the north 
pole for variable winds, fo you muit run to the 
fouthward, till you meet with a wind that will car- 
ry you over to Terra del Fuego. here are places 
enough to touch at for refrefhment, either going or 
coming. You may touch going thither on either 
fide of Terra Patagonica, or, if you pleafe, at the 
Gallapagos iflands, where there is refrefhment e- 
nough; and returning you may probably touch 


fomewhere on New Holland, and fo make fome © 


profitable difcovery in thefe places without going 
out of your way. And to {peak my thoughts free- 
ly, I believe it is owing to the neglect of this ealy 
way that all that vaft tract of Terra Auttralis which 
bounds the fouth fea, is yet undifcovered : thofe 
that crofs that fea feeming to defign fome bufinels 
on the Peruvian or Mexican coaft, and fo leaving 
that at a diftance. To confirm which, I fhall add 
what captain Davis told me lately, that after his 
departure from us at the haven of Ria Lexa he 
went after feveral traverfes, to the Gallipagos, and 
that ftanding thence fouthward for wind, to bring 
him about to Terra del Fuego, in the lat. of 27 
fouth, about five hundred leagues from Copayapo, 
on the coaft of Chili, he faw a fmall fandy ifland 
juft by him; and that they faw to the weftward of 
it a long tract of pretty high land, tending away 
towards the north weft out of fight. This might 
probably be the coaft of Terra Auftralis Incognita. 
But to return to Mindanao. As to the capacity 
we were then in, of fettling ourfelves at Mindanao, 
although we were not fet out with any fuch defign 
of fettling, yet we were as well provided, or bet- 
ter, confidering all circumttances, than if we had. 
| :r3 | For 
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For there was fearce any ufeful trade, but fome or 
other of us underftood it. We had fawyers, car- 
penters, joiners, - brickmakers, bricklayers, fhoe- 
makers, taylors, é<c. we only wanted a good fmith 
for great work ; which we might have had at Min- 
danao. We were very well. provided with iron, 
lead, and all forts of tools, as faws, axes, hammers, 
&c. we had powder and thor. enough, and very 
good {mall arms. If we had defigned to build a 
fort, we could have {pared eight or ten guns out of 
our fhip, and men enough to have managed it, and 
any affair of trade befides. We had alfo a great ad+ 
vantage above raw men that are fent out of Eng- 
land into thefe places, who proceed ufually too 
cautioufly, coldly, and formally, to compafs any 
confiderable defign, which experience better teaches 
than any rules whatfoever; befides the danger or 
their lives in fo great and fudden a change of air: 
whereas we were all inured to hot climates, harden- 
ed by many fatigues, and in general daring men, 
and fuch as would not be eafily bafied. ‘To add 
one thing more, our men were almoft tired, and 
began to defire a quietus eft; and thereforé they 
would gladly have feated themfelves any where. 
We had a good fhip too, and enouch of us (befides 
what might have been {pared ta manage our new 
fettlement) to bring the news with the effects to the 
owners in England: for captain Swan had already 
five thoufand pounds in gold, which he and his 
merchants received for goods fold moftly to captain 
Harris and his; which if he had laid but part of 
it out in {pice, as probably he might have done, 
would have fatisfied the merchants to their hearts 
content. So much by way of digreffion, A 
To proceed therefore with our firit reception at 
Mindanao, Raja Laut and his nephew fat ftill in 
their canoe, and would not come on board us, be- 
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caufe, as they faid, they had no orders for it from 
the fultan. After about half an hours difcourle, 
they took their leaves, firft inviting captain Swan 
afhore, and promifing to affit him in getting pro- 
vifion, which they taid at prefent was icarce, but 
in three or four months time the rice would be ga- 
thered in, and then he might have as much as he 
pleafed ; and in the mean time he might fecure his 
fhip in fome convenient place, for fear of the wefter- 
ly winds, which they faid would be very violent at 
the latter end of this month, and all the next, as 
we found them. | 

We did not know the quality of thefe two per- 
fons till after they were gone, elfe we fhouid have 
fired fome guns at their departure: when they were 
gone, a certain officer under the fultan came on 
board, and meafured our fhip. A cuftom derived 
from the Chinefe, who always meafure the length 
and breadth, and the depth of the hold of all fhips 
that come to load there; by which means they 
know how much each fhip will carry. But for 
what reafon this cuftom is ufed either by the 


Chinefe, or Mindanao men, I could never Jearn 5. 


unlefs the Mindanayans defign by this means to im- 

prove their fkill in fhipping, againft they have a 
trade. 

Captain Swan, confidering that the feafon of the 
year would oblige us to fpend fome time at this 
ifland, thought it convenient to make what intereft 
he could with the fultan, who might afterwards 


either obftruét, or advance his defigns. He there- 


_ fore immediately provided a prefent to fend afhore 
to the fultan, viz. three yards of fcarlet cloth, three 
yards of broad gold lace, a Turkith {cimiter and 
a pair of piftols; and to Raja Laut he fent three 
yards of fcarlet cloth, and three yards of filver lace. 
This prefent was carried by Mr. Henry More in 
| | Crd wa, the 
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the evening. He was firft conducted to Raja Laut’s 
houfe, HER he remained till report thereof was: 
made to the fultan, who immediately gave orders 
for all things to be made ready to receive him. 

About nine o’clock at night, a meflenger came 
from the fultan to bring the prefent away. Then 
Mr. More was conducted all the way, with torches 
and armed men, till he came to the houfe where 
the fultan was. The fultan with eight or ten mea 
of his council were feated on carpets, waiting his 
coming. The prefent that Mr. More brought was 
laid down before them, and was very kindly ac- 
cepted by the fultan, who caufed Mr. More to fit 
down by them, and afked a great many queftions 
of him. The difcourfe was in Spanifh by an in- 
terpreter. This conference lafted about an hour, 
and then he was difmiffed, and returned again to 
Raja Laut’s houfe. There was a fupper provided 
for him and the boats crew, after which he return- 
ed on board. 

The next day the fultan fent for captain Svea 
he immediately went afhore with a flag flying in the 
boats head, and two trumpets founding all the 
way: When he came afhore, he was met at his 
landing by two principal officers, guarded along 
with foldiers, and abundance of people gazing to 
fee him. The fultan waited for him in his cham- 
ber of audience, where captain Swan was treated 
with tobacco and betel, which was all his entertain- 
ment. 

The fultan fent for two Englith letters for cap- 
tain Swan to read, purpofely to let him know that 
our Eait India bier bites did defign to fettle here, 
and that they had already fent a fhip hither. One 
of thefe letters was fent to the fultran from England, 
by the Eaft India merchants. The chief things 
contained in it, as I remember, for I faw it after- 

wards 
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wards in the fecretaries hand, who was very proud 


to thew it to us, was to defire fome privileges, in 
order to the building of a fort there. ‘This letter 
was written in a very fair hand, and between each 
line, there was a gold line drawn. The other let- 
ter was left by captain Goodlud, directed to any 
Englifhmen who fhould happen to come hither. 
‘This related wholly to trade, giving an account at 
what rate he had agreed with them for goods of 
the ifland, and how European goods fhould be fold 
to them; with an account of their weights and mea- 
jures, and their difference from ours. 7 
The rate agreed on for Mindanao gold, was four- 
teen Spanifh dollars (which is the current coin all 
over India) the Englifh ounce, and eighteen dol- 
Jars the Mindanao ounce. But for bees-wax and 
-clove-bark I do not remember the rate, neither do 
J well remember the rates of European commodi- 
ties, but [think the rate of iron was not above 
four dollars a hundred. Captain Goodlud’s: letter 
concluded thus. ‘¢ Truft none of them, for they 
are all thieves; but tace is latin for a candle.” We 
underftood afterwards that captain Goodlud was 
robbed of fome goods by one of the general’s men, 
and that he that robbed him was fled into the 
mountains, and could not be found while captain 
Goodlud was here. But the fellow returning back 
to the city fome time after our arrival here, Raja 
Laut brought him bound to captain Swan, and 
told him what he had done, defiring him to punifh 
him for it as he pleafed ; but captain Swan excufed 
himfelf, and faid it did not belong to him, there- 
fore he would have nothing to do with it. How- 
ever, the general Raja Laut, would not pardon 
him, but punifhed him according to their own cu- 
ftom, which I never faw but at this time. is 
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He was {tripped naked in the morning at fun- 
rifing, and bound to a poft, fo that he could not 
ftir hand nor foot, but as he was moved, and was 
placed with his face eaftward againft the fun. In 
the afternoon they turned his face towards the weft, 
that the fun might ftill be in his face ; and thus he 
flood all day, parched in the fun, which fhines here 
exceffively hot, and tormented with the mofkitos or 
gnats : after this the general would have killed him, 
if captain Swan had confented to it. I never faw 
any put to death; but I believe they are barbaréus 
enough in it: the general told us himfelf that he 
put two men to death in a town where fome of us 
were with him, but I heard not the manner of it. 
Their common way of punifhing is to ftrip them 
in this manner, and place them in the fun; but 
iometimes they lay, them flat on their backs on the 
fand, which is very hot, where they remain a whole 
day in the fcorching fun, with the mofkitos biting 
them all the time. 

This action of the general in offering capt. Swan 
the punifhment of the thief, caufed captain Swan 
afterwards to make him the fame offer of his men, 
when any had offended the Mindanao men; butthe 
general left fuch offenders to be punifhed by cap- 
tain Swan, as he thought convenient. So that for 
the leaft offence captain Swan punifhed his men, 
and that in the fight of the Mindanaians; and I 
think fometimes only for revenge, as he once pu- 
nifhed his chief mate Mr. Teat, he that came cap-" 
tain of the bark to Mindanao: indeed at that time 
‘captain Swan had his men as much under com- 
mand as if he had been in a king’s fhip, and had - 
he known how to ufe his authority, he might have 
led them to any fettlement, and have brought them 
to affift him in any defign he had pleafed. 

| | _ Captain 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 35 


‘Captain Swan being difmifs’d from the fultan, 
with abundance of civility, after about two hours 
difcourfe with him, went thence to Raja Laut’s 


-houfe. Raja Laut had then fome difference with 
‘the fultan, and therefore he was not prefent at the 


fultan’s reception of our captain, but waited his re- 
turn, and treated him and all his men with boiled 
rice and fowls. He then told captain Swan again, 
and urged it to him, that it would be belt to get 
his fhip into the river as foon as he could, becaufe 
of the ufual tempeftuous weather at this time of the 
year, and that he fhould want no affiftance to fur- 
ther him in any thing. He told him alfo, that as 
we muft of neceffity ftay here fome time, fo our 
men would often come afhore, and he therefore de- 
fired him to warn his men to be careful to give no 
affront to the natives, who, he faid, were very re- 
vengeful. That their cuftoms being different from 
ours; He feared that captain Swan’s men might 
fometime or other offend them, though ignorantly, 
that therefore he gave him this friendly warning, 
to prevent it; that his houfe fhould always be open 
to receive him or any of him men; and that he 
knowing our cuftoms, would never be offended at 


any thing. After a great deal of fuch difcourle, he 


difmifs’d the captain and his company, who took 
their leave and came on board. 

Captain Swan having feen the two letters, did 
not doubt but that the Englith defigned to fettle a 
fatory here; therefore he did not much furuple the 
honefty of thefe people, but immediately ordered 
us to get the fhip into the river. ‘The river upon 
which the city of Mindanao ftands is but fmall, and 
hath not above ten or twelve feet water on the bar, 
at afpring tide; therefore we lightned our fhip, and 
the {pring coming on, we with much ado got her 
into the river, being aflifted by fifty or fixty Min- 
i | | danayan 
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danayan fifhermen, who lived at the mouth of the 
river, Raja Laut himielf being on beard our fhip 


to direct them. We carried her about a quarter of 
a mile up, within the mouth of the river, and 
there moored, head and ftern in a-hole, where we 
always rode afloat. After this the citizens of Min- 
danao came frequently on board, to invite our men 
to their houfes, and to offer us pagallies. It wasa 
long time fince any of us had received fuch friend- 


fhip, and therefore we were the more eafily drawn | 


to accept of their kindneffes ; and in a very fhort 
time moft of our men got a comrade or two, and 
as many pagallies; efpecially fuch of us as had got 
good cloths and ftore of gold, as many had, who 
were of the number of thofe that accompanied cap- 
tain Harris over the ifthmus of Darien, the reft of 
us being poor enough: nay the very pooreft and 
meaneft of us could hardly pafs the ftreets, but we 
were even halled by force into their houfes to be 
treated by them, altho’ their treats were but mean, 
viz. tobacco, or betel-nut, or a little fweet fpiced 
water. Yet their feeming fincerity, fimplicity and 
the manner of beftowing thefe gifts, made them 
very acceptable. When we came to their houfes 
they would always be praifing the Enelith, as de- 
claring that the Englifh and Mindanaians were all 
one. This they exprefs’d by putting their two fore 
fingers clofe together, and faying that the Englith 
and Mindanaians were famo, famo, that is, al! one. 
Then they would draw their fore fingers half a 
foot a funder, and fay the Dutch and they were bu- 
seto, which fignifies fo, that they were at fuch a di- 
itance in point of friendfhip, and for the Spani- 
ards, they would make a greater reprefentation of 
diftance than for the Dutch; fearing thefe, but 
having felt and fmarted from, the Spaniards, who 
had once almoft brought them under. 


Captain 
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Captain Swan feldom went into any houfe at firft, 
but Raja Laut’s; there he dined commonly every 
day; and as many of his men as were afhore, and 
had no money to entertain themfelves, reforted thi- 
ther about twelve o’clock, where they had rice 
enough boiled and well dreffed, and fome {craps of 
fowls, or bits of buffalo, dreffed very nalftily. Cap- 
tain Swan was ferved a little better, and his two 
trumpets founded all the time that he was at dinner. 
After dinner Raja Laut would fit and difcourte with 
him moft part of the afternoon. It was now the 
ramdan time, therefore the general excufed himfelf, 
that he could not entertain our captain with dances, 
and other paftimes, as he intended to do when this 
folemn time was patt; befides, it was the very 
height of the wet feafon, and therefore not proper 
for paftimes. | 

We had now very tempeftuous weather, and ex- 
ceffive rains, which fo {welled the river, that it 
overflowed its banks, fo that we had much ado to 
keep our fhip fafe, for every now and then we 
fhould have a great tree come floating down the ri- 
ver, and fometimes lodge again{t our bows, to the 
endangering the breaking our cables, and either the 
driving us over the banks, or carrying us out to 
fea; both which would have been very dangerous 
us, efpecially being without ballaft. 

The city is aboat a mile long, of no great breadth, 
winding with the banks of the river on the right 
hand going up, tho’ it hath many houfes on the 
other fide too. But at this time it feemed to ftand 
as in a pond, and there was no pafling from one 
houfe to another but in canoes. This tempeftu- 
ous rainy weather happened the latter end of July, 
and lafted moft part of Auguft. 

When the bad weather was a little affwaged, 
captain Swan hired a houfe, to put our fails and 
goods 
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goods in, while we careen’d our fhip. We had a 
great deal of iron and lead, which was brought on 
{hore into this houfe. Of thefe commodities cap- 
tain Swan fold to the fultan and general, eight or 
ten tons, at the rates agreed on by captain Good- 
lud, to be paid in rice. The Mindanaians are no 
good accomptants, therefore the Chinefe that live 
here, caft up their accompts for them. After this, 
captain Swan bought timber trees of the general, 
and fent fome of our men to faw them into planks, 
to fheath the fhip’s bottom. He had two whip faws 
on board, which he brought out of England, and 
four or five men that knew the ufe of them, for 
they had been fawyers in Jamaica. 

When the ramdan time was over, and the dry 
time fet in a little, the general, to oblige captain 
Swan, entertained him every night with dances. 
The dancing women that are pupofely bred up to 
it, and make it their trade, I have already defcrib- 
ed. But befides them, all the women in general 
are much addiéted to dancing. ‘They dance forty 
or fifty at once, and that ftanding all round ina 
ring joined hand in hand, and finging and keeping 
time. But they never budge out of the places, nor 
make any motion till the chorus is fung ; then all 
at once they throw out one leg, and baw] out aloud; 
fometimes they only clap their hand when the cho- 
rus is fung. Captain Swan, to retalliate the gene- 
ral’s favours, fent for his violins, and fome that 
could dance Englifh dances; wherewith the gene- 
ral was very well pleafed. They commonly pent 
the biggeft part of the night in thefe fort of paf- 
times. is | 

Among the reft of our men that ufed to dance 
thus before the general, there was one John Thack- 
er, who was a feaman bred, and could neither 
write nor read, but had formerly learned to dance 

in 
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in the mufic-houfes about Wapping: this man 
came into the fouth feas with captain Harris, and 
eetting with him a good quantity of gold, and be- 
ing a pretty good hufband of his fhare, had full 
fome left, befides what he laid out in a very good 
fuit of cloths. The general fuppofed by his garb 
and his dancing, that he had been of noble extrac- 
tion; and to be fatisfied of his quality, afked of 
one of our men if he did not gueis aright of him ? 
The man of whom the general afked this queftion 
told him, he was much in the right ; and that moit 
of our fhips company were of the like extraction ; 
efpecially all thofe that had fine cloths; and that 
they came on board only to fee the world, having 
money enough to bear their expences wherever 
they came, but that for the reft, thofe that had but 
mean cloths, they were only common feamen. Af- 
ter this the general fhewed a great deal of refpect 
to all that had good cloths, but efpecially to John 
Thacker; till captain Swan came to know the bu- 
_finefs, and marred all ; undeceiving the general, and 
drubbing the noble-man: for he was fo much in- 
cenfed againft John Thacker, that he could never 


endure him afterwards, though the poor fellow 


knew nothing of the matter. 

About the middle of Nov. we began to work 
on our fhips bottom, which we found very much 
eaten with the worm; for this is a horrid place for 
worms. We did not know this till after we had 
been in the river a month, and then we found our 
canoes bottoms eaten like honey-combs, our bark, 
which was a fingle bottom, was eaten through, fo 
that fhe could not fwim. But our fhip was fheath- 
ed, and the worm came no farther than the hair 
between the fheathing plank, and the main plank. 
We did not miftruft the general’s knavery till now ; 
for when he came down to our fhip, and found us 


ripping 
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ripping off the fheathing plank, and faw the firm 
bottom underneath, he fhook his head, and feem- 
ed to. be difcontented ; faying he never faw a fhip 
with two bottoms before. We were told. that in 
this place where we now lay, a Dutch fhip was 
eaten up in two months time, and the general had 
all her guns; and it is probable he did expect to 
have had ours; which I do believe was the main 
reafon that made him fo forward in affifting us to 
get our fhip into the river, for when we went out 
again we had no affiftance from him. We had no 
worms till we came to this place; for when we 
careened at the Marias, the worm had not touch- 
ed us, nor at Guam, for there we {crubbed, nor af- 


ter we came to the ifland Mindanao, for at the fouth . 


eaft end of the ifland we heeled and fcrubbed alfo. 
The Mindanayans are fo fenfible of thefe deftructive 
infects, that whenever they come from fea, they 
immediately hale their fhip into a dry dock, and 
burn her bottom, and there let her lye dry till they 
are ready to go to fea again. ‘The canoes or proes 
they hale up dry, and never fuffer them to be long 
in the water. It is reported that thofe worms which 


get into a fhip’s bottom in the falt water, will die. 


in the frefh water; and that the frefh water worms 
will die in fale water: but in brackifh water, both 
forts will increafe prodigioufly. Now this place 
where we lay was fometimes brackifh water, yet 
commonly frefh ; but what fort of worm this was 
I know not. Some men are of opinion, that thefe 
worms breed in the plank, but J am periuaded 
they breed in the fea; for I have feen millions of 
them fwimming in the water, particularly in the 
bay of Panama, for there captain Davis, captain 
Swan, and mylelf, and moft of our men, did take 
notice of them divers times, which was the reafon 


of our cleaning fo often while we were there: and _ 
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thefe were the largeft worms that I ever faw. I have 
alfo feen them in Virginia, and in the bay of Cam- 
peachy; in the latter of which places the worm eats 
prodigioufly. They are always in bays, creeks, 
mouths of rivers, and fuch places as are near the 
fhore; being never found far out at fea, that I 
could ever learn ; yet a fhip will bring them lodg’d 
in its plank for a great way. | Gy? 
Having thus ripp’d off all our worm-éaten plank, 
and clapp’d on new, by the beginning of Decem- 
ber 1686, our fhips bottom was fheathed and tal- 
lowed, and the tenth day we went over the bar, 
and took on board the iron and lead that we could 
not fell, and began to fill our water and fetch on 
board rice for our voyage, but capt. Swan remain- 
ed on fhore ftill, and was not determined when to 
fail, or whither. But I am well aflured that he ne- 
ver intended to cruize about Manila, as his crew 
defigned ; for I once afked him, and he told me, 
that what he had already done of that kind he was 
fore’d to; but now being at liberty, he would ne- 
ver more engage in any fuch defign: for, faid he, 
there is no prince on earth is able to wipe off the 
ftain of fuch ations. What other defigns he had 
I know not, for he was commonly very crofs ; yet 
he never propoted doing any thing elfe, but only 
ordered the provifion to be eot on board in order to 
fail; and I am confident if he had made a motion 
to go to any Englifh factory, moft of his men 
would have confented to it, though probably fome 
would have {till oppofed it. However, his autho- 
rity might foon have over-{wayed thofe that were. 
refractory ; for it was very ftrange to fee the awe that 
thefe men were in of him, for he punifhed the moft 
ftubborn and daring of his men: yet when we had 
brought the fhip out into the road, they were not 
_ Altogether fo fubmiffive, as while it lay in the river, 
 RONO,..16; | 4 though 
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though even then it was that he punifhed captain 
Teat. | 

I was at that time a hunting with the general for 
beef, which he had a long time promifed us; but 
now I faw that there was no credit to be given to 
his word; for I was a week out with him and faw 
but four cows, which were fo wild, that we did not 
get one. ‘There were five or fix more of our com- 
pany with me; thefe were young men, and had 
Dalilahs there, which made them fond of the place, 
and agreed with the general to tell captain Swan, 
that there were beeves enough, only they were wild; 
but I told him the truth, and advifed him not to 
be too credulous of the general’s promifes. He 
feemed to be very angry, and ftormed behind the 
general’s back, but in his prefence was very mute, 
being a man of {mail courage. ; 

It was about the 2oth day of December when we 
returned from hunting, and the general defigned 
to go again to another place to hunt for beef; but. 
he ftaid till: after Chriftmas-day, becaufe fome of 
us defigned to go with him, and captain Swan had 
defired all his men to be on board that day, that 
we might keep it folemnly together: and accord- 
ingly he fent on board a buffaloe the day before, 
that we might have a good dinner. So the 25th 
day about ten o’clock, captain Swan came on board, 
and all his men who were afhore ; for you muft un- 
derftand that near a third of our men lived con- 
{tantly afhore, with their comrades and pagallies, 
and fome with women fervants, whom they hired 
of their mafters-for concubines. Some of our men 
alfo had houfes, which they hired or bought for 
five or fix dollars, houfes being very cheap, and 
many of them having more money than they knew 
what to do with, eafed themfelves here of the trou-_ 
ble of telling it, {pending it very lavifhly, their — 

| prodigality 
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prodigality making the people impofe upon them, 
to the making the reft of us pay the dearer for what 
we bought, and to the endangering the like impo- 
fitions upon fuch Englifhmen as may come here 
hereafter: for the Mindanaians knew how to get 
our {quires gold from them (for we had no filver) 
and when our men wanted filver, they would change | 
now and then an ounce of gold, and could get for 
it no more than ten or eleven dollars for a Minda- 
hao ounce, which they would not part with again 
under eighteen dollars; yet this, and the great 
prices they fet on their goods, were not the only 
way to leffen their ftocks, for their pagallies and 
comrades would often be begging fomewhat of 
them, and our men were generous enough, and 
would beftow half an ounce of gold at a time, in 
a ring for their pagallies, or in a filver wrift- 
band, or hoop to come about their arms, in hopes 
to get a nights lodging with them. | | 
When we were all on board on Chriftmas day, 
captain Swan and his two merchants, I expected 
captain Swan would have made fome propofals, or 
have told us his defigns; but he only dined and 
went afhore again, without fpeaking any thing of 
his minds yet even then I do think he was driving 
On a defign, of going to one of the fpice iflands, to 
load with fpice, for the young man before mention- 
ed, who I faid was fent by his uncle, the fultan of 
a {pice ifland near Ternate, to invite the Englith to 
their ifland, came on board at this time, and after 
fome private difcourfe with captain Swan, they 
both went afhore together. This young man did 
not care that the Mindanaians thould be private to 
what he faid. I have heard capt. Swan fay that he of- 
fered to load his fhip with {pice, provided he would 
_, build a fmall fort, and leave fome men to fecure the. 
Aland from the Dutch ; but I am Gince informed, 
ee | D 2 | that 
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that the Dutch have now got poffeffion of the 
ifland. | “ 

The next day after Chriftmas the general went 
away again, and five or fix Englifhmen with him, 
of whom I was one, under pretence of going 4 
hunting ; and we all went together by water in his 
proe, together with his women and fervants, to the 
hunting place. The general always carried his 
wives and children, his fervants, his money and 
goods with him : fo we all embarked in the morn- 
‘ing, and arrived there before night. I have already 
defcribed the fafhion of their proes, and the rooms 
made in them. We were entertained in the gene- 
ral’s room or cabin. Our voyage was not fo far, 
but that we reached our port before night. 

At this time one of the general’s fervants had 
offended, and was punifhed in this manner. He 
was bound faft flat on his belly, on a bambou be- 
longing to the proe, which was fo near the water, 
that by the veffels motion, it frequently delved un- 
der water, and the man along with it, and fome- 
times when hoifted up, he “had. fcarce time to 
blow before he would be carried under water a- 

ain. . ) | : 
~ When we had rowed about two leagues, we en- 
tered a pretty large deep river, and rowed up a 
Jeague further, the water falt all the way. There. 
was a pretty large village, the houfes built after the 
country fafhion. We landed at this place, where 
there was a houfe made ready immediately for us. 
~The general and his women lay at one end of the 
houfe, and we at the other end, and in the even- 
ing all the women in the village danced before the 
eeneral. By ; (tals 

While he ftayed here, the general with his men 
went out every morning betimes, and did not re- 


turn till four or five o’clock in the afternoon, andi. 


he 


/ 
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he would often complement us, by telling us what 
good truft and confidence he had in us, faying that 
he left his women and goods under our protection, 
and that he thought them as fecure with us fix, 
(for we had all our arms with us) as if he had left 
one hundred of his own men to guard them. Yet 
for all this great confidence, he always left one of 
his principal men, for fear fome of us fhould be 
too familiar with his women. 

They never ftirred out of their own room when 

the general was at home, but as foon as he was 
gone out, they would prefently, come into our room, 
and fit with us all day, and afk a thoufand quef- 
tions of us concerning our Englifh women, and our 
cuftoms. You may imagine. taat before this time, 
fome of us had attained fo much of their language 
as to underftand them, and give them anfwers to 
their demands. I remember that one day they afk- | 
ed how many wives the king of England had, we 
told them but one, and that our Englifh laws did 
not allow of any more. ‘They faid it was a very 
{trange cuftom, that a man fhould be confined to 
one woman; fome of them faid it was,a very bad 
Jaw, but others again faid it was a good law ; {o 
there was a great difpute among them about it. 
But one of the general’s women faid pofitively, that 
our law was better than theirs, and made them all 
filent by the reafon which fhe gave for it. This was 
the War Queen, as we called her, for fhe always 
accompanied the general when ever he was called 
out to engage his enemies, but the reft did not. 

_ By this familiarity among the women, and by 
often difcourfing them, we came to be acquainted 
with their cuftoms and privileges. The general 
lies with his wives by turns, but fhe by whom he 


___ had the firft fon, has a double portion of his com- — 


pany : for when it comes to her turn, fhe has him 
ah ures D 3 two 
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‘two nights, whereas the refthave him but one. She 
with whom he is to lye at night feems to have a 
particular refpect fhewn her by the reft all the pre- 
cedent day, and for a mark of diftin€tion, wears a 
ftripped filk handkerchief about her neck, by which 
we knew who was queen that day. ~ 

We lay here about five or fix days, but did ne- 
ver in all that time, fee the leaft fign of any beef, 
which was the bufinefs we came about ; neither 
were we fuffered to go out with the general to fee 
the wild kind, but we wanted for nothing elfe: 
However, this did not pleafe us, and we often im- 
portuned him to let us go out among the cattle. 
At laft he told us, that he had provided a jar of 
rice-drink to be merry with us, and after that we 
fhould go with him. 

This rice-drink is made of rice boiled and put in- 
to a jar, where it remains a long time fteeping in 
water. I know not the manner of making it, but 
it is very itrong pleafant drink. The evening when 
the general defined to be merry, he caufed a jar 
of this drink to be brought into our room, and he 
began to drink firft himfelf, then afterwards his 
men, fo they took turns till they were a!] as drunk 
as {wine, before they fuffered us to drink. After 
they had enough, then we drank, and they drank 
no more, for they will not drink after us. The 


general leaped about our room a little while; Me , 


having his load, foon went to fleep. . 
The next day we went out with the general in- 
to the iavannah, where he had near one hundred 
men making a large pen to drive the cattle into, 
For that is the manner of their hunting, having no 
dogs. But | faw not above eight or ten cows, and 


| inate as wild as deer, fo that we got nonethis day 5 
yet the next day jome of his men brought in three ~ 


_ heifers, which they killed in the favannah, © With 
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thefe we returned on board, they being all that we.” 
got there. | 


& 
Captain Swan was much vext at the general’s 
actions, for he promifed to fupply us with as much 
beef as we fhould want, but now either could not, 
or would not make good his promife. Befides, he 


failed to perform his promiie in a bargain of rice, 


that we were to have for the iron which he fold 
him, but he put us off ftill from time to ime, and 
would not come to any account. Neither were 


thefe all his tricks, for a little before his fon was 


circumcifed, (of which I fpake in the foregoing 


chapter) he pretended a great ftrait for money, to 
‘defray the charges of that day, and therefore defired 


captain Swan to lend him about twenty ounces of 
gold; for he knew that captain Swan had a con- 
fiderable quantity of gold in his poffeffion, which 
the general thought was his own, but indeed had 
none but what belonged to the merchants. How- 
ever he lent it the general, but when he came to 
an account with captain Swan, he told him, that 
it was ufua! at fuch folemn times to make prefents, 
and that he received it as a gift. He alfo demand- 
ed payment for the victuals that our captain and his 
men did eat at his houfe. Thefe things ftartled 
captain Swan, yet how to help himfelf he knew not. 
But all this, with other inward troubles Jay hard 
on our captain’s fpirits, and put him very much 
out of humour, for his own company alfo were 
preffing him every day to be gone, becaufe now 
was the height of the eafterly monioon, the only 
wind to carry us farther into the Indies. 

About this time fome of our men, who were 
weary and tired with wandering, ran away into the 
country and abfconded, they being affifted, as was 


generally believed by Raja Laut. There were others 


alfo, who fearing we fhould not go to an Englith 
* yeryn D4 port, 


we 
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port, bought a canoe, and defigned to go in her 
to Borneo: for not long before a Mindanao veflel 
came from thence, and brought a letter direéted to 
the chiet of the Englith factory at Mindanao. This 
Jetter the general would have captain Swan to open, 
but he thought it might come from fome of the 
Fait India merchants, whofe affairs he would not 
intermiddle with, and therefore did not open it. 1 
{ince met with captain Bowry at Achin, and telling 
him this ftory, he faid that he fent that letter, fup- 
pofing that the Enelith were fettled there at Min- 
danao, and by this letter we alfo thought that there 
was an Englifh factory at Borneo; fo here was a 
miftake on both fides. But this canoe wherewith 
fome of them thought to go to Borneo, captain 
Swan took them, and threatened the undertakers 
very hardly. However this did not fo far difcourage 
them, for they fecretly bought another; but their 
defigns taking air, they were again fruftrated by 
captain Swan. 

The whole crew were at this time under a gene- 
ral difaffection, and full of very different projects, 
and all tor want of action. The main divifion was 
between thofe that had money, and thofe that had 
none. ‘here was a great difference in the hu- 
mours of theie, for they that had money lived.a- 
fhore, and did not care for leaving Mindanao ; 
whilft thoie that were poor lived on board, and 
urged captain Swan to go to fea. Thefe becan to 
be unruly as well as diffatisfied, and fent afhore the 
merchants iron to fell for rack and honey, to make 
punch, wherewith they grew drunk and, quarrel- 
fome s which diforder! ly actions. deterred me from 
going on board, ior I did ever abhor drunkennefs, 
which now our men that. were On board abandoned - 
themfelves wholly to, ' 


ut rh 


i 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 49 


Yet thefe dilorders might have been crufhed, if 
captain Swan had ufed his authority to fupprefs 
them: but he with his merchants living always a- 
fhore, there was no command, and therefore eve- 
ry man did what he pleafed, and encouraged each 
other in his villanies) Now Mr. Harthop, who 
was one of captain Swan’s merchants, did very much 
importune him to fettle his refolutions, and declare 
his mind to his men, which at laft he confented to 
do: therefore he gave warning to all his men to 
come on board the thirteenth day of January, 
1687. 

We did all earnettly expect to Hest what cap- 
tain Swan would propofe, and therefore were very 
willing to go on board. But unluckily for him, 
two days before this meeting was to be, captain 
Swan fent on board his gunner, to fetch fomething 
afhore out of his RF The gunner rummaging 
to find what he was fent for, among other things 
took out the captain’s journal, from America to 
the ifland Guam, and laid down by him. This 
journal was taken up by one John Reed a Brittol 
man, whom I have mentioned before. He was a 


‘pretty ingenious young man, and of a very civil 


Oo 
carriage and behaviour. He was alfo accounted a 


good artift, and kepta journal, and was now promp- 
ted by his own curiofity, to peep into captain 
Swan’s journal, to fee how it agreed with his own, 
a thing very ufual among feamen that keep journals, 
when “they have an opportunity, and efpeciatly 
young men, who have no great experience. At the 
firft opening of the book he light on a place in 
which captain Swan had inveighed bitterly againift 
moft of his men, efpecially againft another “John 
Reed, a Jamaica man, This was fuch fluff as he 
did not feek after: but hitting fo pat on this fub- 
ie his al led him to pry farther ; and HAS 

ore, 
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fore, while the gunner was bufy, he conveyed the 
book away, to look over it at his leifure. The 
gunner having difpatched his bufinefs, locked up 
the cabin door, not miffing the book, and went 
afhore. Then John Reed fhewed it to his name- 
fake, and to the reft that were on board, who were 
- by this time the biggeft part of them ripe for mif- 
chief, only wanting fome fair pretence to fet them- 
felves to work about it. Therefore looking on what 
was written in this journal to be matter fufficient 
for them to accomplifh their ends, captain Teat, 
who, as I faid before, had been abufed by captain 
Swan, laid hold on this opportunity to be revenged 
for his injuries, aggravated the matter to the height, 
perfuading the men to turn out captain Swan from 
being commander, in’ hopes to have commanded 
the fhip himfelf. As for the feamen, they were 


eafily perfuaded to any thing; for they were quite 


tired with this long and tedious voyage, and moft 
of them defpaired of ever getting home, and there- 
fore did not care what they did, or whither they 
went. It was only want of being bufied in fome 


action, that made them fo uneafy, therefore they . 
confented to what Teat propofed, and immediately 


all that were on board bound themfelves by oath to 
turn captain Swan out, and to conceal this defien 
from thofe that were afhore, until the fhip was un- 
der fail; which would have been prefently, if the 
furgeon or his mate had been on board ; but they 
were both afhore, and they thought it no prudence 
to go to fea without a furgeon ; therefore the next: 
morning they fent afhore one John Cookworthy, to 
haften off either the furgeon or his mate, by pre- 
tending that one of the men in the night broke his 
leg by falling into the hold. The furgeon told 
him that he intended to come on board the next 
day with the captain, and would not come before; 
but fent his mate Herman Coppinger, | This. 


~ 
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This man fome time before this was fleeping at 
his pagalhes, and a inake twifted himfelf about his 
neck, but afterwards went away without hurting 
him. In this country it is ufual to have the fnakes 
come into the houfes, and into the thips too; for 
we had feveral came on board our fhip when we lay 
in the river. But to proceed, Herman Coppinger 
provided to go on board, and the next day, being 
the time appointed for captain Swan and all his 
men to meet on board, I went on board with him, 
neither of us miftruited what was defigning by thofe 
on board, till we came thither. Then we found 
it was only a trick to get the furgeon off ; for now 
having obtained their defires, the canoe was fent 
afhore again immediately, to defire as many as they 
could meet to come on board; but not to tell the 
reafon, leaft captain Swan fhould come to hear of it. 

The thirteenth day in the morning they weighed, 
and fired a gun; captain Swan immediately fent on 
board Mr. Nelly, who was now his chief mate, to 
fee what was the matter: to him they told all their 
grievances, and fhewed him the journal. He per- 
iuaded them to flay till the next day, for an anfwer- 
jrom captain Swan and the merchants. So they 
came to an anchor again, and the next morn- 
ing Mr. Harthop came on board ; he perfuaded 
them to be reconciled again, or at leatt to flay and 
get more rice, but they were deaf to it, and weigh- 
ed again while he was on board: yet at Mr. Har- 
thop’s perfuafion, they promifed to ftay till two 
o'clock in the afternoon for captain Swan, and the 
reft of the men, if they would come on board ; but 
they fuffered no man to go afhore, except on Wil- 
liam Williams that had a wooden leg, and another 
that was a fawyer. ’ 

__ If captain Swan had yet come on board, he might 
| have dafh’d all their defigns ; but he neither came 
| himfelf, 
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himfelf, as a captain of any prudence and courage 
Would have done, nor fent till the time was expired. 
So we left captain Swan and about thirty-fix men 
afhore in the city, and fix or eight that run away ; 
and about fixteen we had buried there, the moft of 
which died by poifon. The natives are very ex- 
pert at poifoning, and do it upon {mall occafions ; 
hor did our men want for giving offence, through 
their general rogueries, and fometimes by dallying 
too familiarly with their women, even before their 
faces. Some of their poifons are flow and linger- 
ing ; for we had fome now on board who were 
poifoned there, but died not till fome months after. 


CH Aub RX 
They depart from the river of Mindanao, foiling to- 
wards Manila in the ifle of Luconia; and after 
touching at feveral places, arrive at Pulo Condore. 


HE 14th day of January, 168%, at three of 
&& the clock in the afternoon, we failed from - 
the river of Mindanao, defigning to cruife before 
Manila. | 
It was during our ftay at Mindanao, that we 
Were firft made fenfible of the change of time, in 
the courfe of our voyage. For having travelled fo 
far weitward, keeping the fame courfe with the fun, 
we mult confequently have gained fomething infen- 
fibly in the length of the particular days, but have 
loft in the tale, the bulk, or number of the days. 
or hours. According to the different longitudes of 
England and Mindanao, this ifle being weft from 
the Lizard, by common computation, about 210 
degrees, the difference of time at our arrival at 
Mindanao ought to be about fourteen hours; and 
fo much we fhould have anticipated our reckoning, 
| pin men ee, having 
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_ having gained it by bearing the fun company. Now 
the natural day in every particular place muff be 
confonant to itfelf; but this going about with, or 
againft the fun’s courfe, will of neceflity make a 
difference in the calculation of the civil day be- 
tween any two places. Accordingly at Mindanao, and 
all other places in the Eaft Jndies, we found them 
reckoning a day before us, both natives and Euros 

-peans; for the Europeans coming eaftward by the 
cape of Good Hope, in a courle contrary to the fun 
and us, where-ever we met they were a full day 
before us in their accounts, So among the Indian 
Mahometans here, their Friday, the day of their 
fultan’s going to their mofques, was Thurfday with 
us; though it were Friday alfo with thofe who 
came eaftward ‘from Europe. : yet at the Ladrone 
iflands, we found the Spaniards of Guam keeping 
the fame computation with ourfelves; the reafon 
of which I take to be, that they fettled that colo- 
ny by acourfe weftward from Spain: the Spaniards 
going firft to America, and thence to the Ladrones 
and Philippines. . But how the reckoning was at 
Manila, and the reft of the Spanifh colonies in the 
Philippine iflands, I know not; whether they keep 
jt as they brought it, or corrected it by the ac- 
counts of the natives, and of the Portuguefe, 
Dutch and Enelifh, coming the contrary way from 
Europe. os tear meee 

One great reafon why feamen ought to keep the 
difference of time as exact as they can, is, that they 
may be the more exact in their longitude. For our 
tables of the fun’s declination, being calculated for 
the meridians of the places in which they were 
made, differ about twelve minutes from thote parts 
ef the world that lie on their oppofite meridians, in 
the months of March and September ; and in pro= 
portion to the fun’s declination, at other times of 
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the year alfo. And fhould they run farther as we 
did, the difference would itill increafe upon them, 
and be an occafion of great errors: yet even able 
feamen in thefe voyages are hardly made fenfible of 
this, tho’ fo neceflary to be obferved, for want of 
duly attending to the reafon of it, as it happened 
among thofe of our crew, who after we had paft 
180 degrees, began to decreafe the difference of 
declination, whereas they ought ftill to have in- 
creafed it, for it all the way increafed upon us. " 

We had the wind at N. N.E. fair clear weather, 
and a brifk gale. We coafted to the weftward, on 
the fouth fide of the ifland Mindanao, keeping 
within four or five leagues of the fhore. The land 
from hence tends away W. by S. It is of a good 
height by the fea, and very woody, and in the 
country we faw high hills. 

The next day we were abreaft of Chambongo, a 
town in this ifland, and thirty leagues from the ri- 
ver of Mindanao, Here is faid to be a good har- 
bour, and a great fettlement, with plenty of beef 
and buffaloe. It is reported that the Spaniards were 
formerly fortified here alfo. There are two fhoals 
hie off this place, two or three leagues from the 
fhore. From hence the land is more low and even, 
yet there are fome hills in the country. 

About fix leagues before we came to the weft end 
of the ifland Mindanao, we fell in with a great 
many {mall low iflands or keys, and about two or 
three leagues to the fouthward of thefe keys, there 
is @ long ifland ftretching N. E. and S. W. about 
twelve leagues. This ifland is low by the fea on 
the north fide, and has a ridge of hills in the mid- 
dle, running from one end to the other. Between 
this ifland and the {mall keys, there is a good large 
channel; among the keys, alfo, there is a good 
depth of water, and a violent tide; but on what 

ig point 
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point of the compafs it flows, I know not, nor 
how much it rifes and falls. _ ‘ 

_ The feventeenth day we anchored on the eaft fide 
of all thefe keys, in eight fathom water, clean fand, 
Here are plenty of green turtle, whofe ficth is as 
{weet as any in the Weft Indies; but they are very 
fhy. Ai little to the weftward of thefe keys, on the 
ifland Mindanao, we faw abundance of cocoa-nut 
trees, therefore we fent our canoe afhore, thinking 
to find inhabitants, but found none, nor fign of any, 
but great tracks of hogs, and great cattle; and 
clofe by the fea there was the ruins of an old fort. 
The walls thereof were of a good height, built 
with ftone and lime, and by the workmanfhip 
feemed to be Spanifh. From this place the land 
tends W, N. W. and it is of an indifferent height 
by the fea. It runs on this point of the compafs 
four or five leagues, and then the land tends away 
_N.N. W. five or fix leagues farther, making many 

bluff points. | | 

We weighed again the 14th day, and went thro’ 
between the keys; but met {uch uncertain tides, 
that we were forced to anchor again. ‘The twenty- 
fecond day we got about the weftermoft point of all 
Mindanao, and ftood to the northward, plying 
under the fhore, and having the wind at N. N. E. 
a frefh gale. As we failed along further, we 
found the land to tend N. N. EF. On this part 
of the ifland the land is high by the fea, with full 
bluff points, and very woody. ‘There are fome 
fmall fandy bays, which afford -f{treams of freth 
water. 

Here we met with two proes belonging to the 
Sologues, one of the Mindanaian nations before- 
mentioned. They came from Manila laden with 
filks and calicoes. We kept on this weftern part 
of the ifland, fteering northerly, till we came ee 

of 
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of fome other of the Philippine iflands, that lay to 
the northward of us, then fteered away towards 
them, but {till keeping on the weft fide of them, and 
we had the winds at N. N. E. | 
The third day of February, we anchored ina 
good bay on the weft fide of an ifland, in lat. 9 d. 
55 min. where we had thirteen fathom water, good 
foft ooze. This ifland hath no name that we could 
find in any book, but lies on the welt fide of the- 
ifland Sebo. It is about eight or ten leagues long, 
mountainous and woody. ” At this place captain 
Read, who was the fame captain Swan had fo much 
railed againft in his journal, and was now made 
captain in his room (as captain Teat was made 
mafler, and Mr. Henry More quartermatfter) or-. 
dered the carpenters to cut down our Guarter deck 
to make the fhip fnug, and the fitter for failing. 
When that was done we heeled her, ferubbed her 
bottom and tallowed it. Then we filled all our 
water, for here is a delicate finall run of water. 
The land was pretty low in this bay, the mould 
black and fat, and the trees of feveral kinds, very 
thick and tall. In fome places we found plenty of 
canes, fuch as we ufe in England for walking-canes. 
Thefe were fhort-jointed, not above two feet and a 
half, or two feet ten inches the longeit, and moft 
of them not above two feet. T hey run alone on 
the ground like.a vine, or taking hold of the trees, 
they climb up to their very tops. They are fifteen 
or twenty fathom long, and much of a bienefs 
from the root, till within five or fix fathom of the 
end. They are of a pale green colour, cloathed 
over with a coat of a fhort hick hairy fubftance, 
of a dun colour: but it.comes off by only drawing” 
the cane through your hand. We cut many of them, 
sits they proved very tough heavy canes. — US aa 
We 
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We faw no houfes, nor fign of inhabitants, but 
while we lay here, there was a canoe with fix men 
came into this bay, but -whither they were bound, 
or from whence they came I know not. They were 
Indians, and we could not underftand them. 

In the middle of this bay, about a mile from the 
fhore, there is a {mall low woody ifland, not above 
a mile in circumference : our fhip rode about a mile 
from it. This ifland was the habitation of an in- 
credible number of great bats, with bodies as big 


as ducks, or larger fowl, and with vaft wings ; for 


I faw one of this fort at Mindanao, and I judge 
that the wings ftretched out in length, could not 
be lefs than feven or eight feet from tip to tip; for 
it was much more than any of us could tathom 
with our arms extended to the utmoft. _ The wings 
are for fubftance like thofe of other bats, of a dun 
or moufe colour. The fkin or leather of them hath 
ribs running along it, and draws up in three or 
four folds, and at the joints of thofe ribs and the 
extremities of the wings, there are fharp crooked 
claws, by which they hang.on anything. Inthe 
evening as foon as the fun was fet, thefe creatures 
would begin to take their flight from this ifland, in 
fwarms like bees, directing their flight over to the 
- main ifland, and whither afterwards I know not. 
Thus we fhould fee them rifing up from the ifland 
till night hindered our fight, and in the morning as 
foon as it was light, we fhould fee them returning 
again like a cloud, to the {mall ifland, till the fun 
rifing. This courfe they kept conftantly while we 
Jay here, affording us every morning and evening 
an hours diverfion in gazing at them, and talking 
about them ; but our curiofity did not prevail with 
us to go afhore to them, ourfelves and canoes being 
_ all the day time taken up in bufinefs about our ship. 
‘No. 17. , E | At 
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At this ifle we alfo found plenty of turtle and ma- 
natee, but no fifh. : 

We flaid here till the tenth. of February, ae 
and then having compleated our bufinefs, we failed 
hence with the wind at north. But going out we 
ftruck on a rock, where we lay two hours: it was 
very {mooth water, and the tide of flood, or elfe 
we there fhould have loft our fhip. We ftruck off 
a great piece of our rudder, which was all the dam- 
age that we received, but we more narrowly mif- 
fed lofing our fhip this time, than in any other in 
the whole voyage. This isa very dangerous fhoal, 
becaufe it does not break, unlefs probably it may 
appear it foul weather. It lies about two miles to 
the weftward, without the fmall batt ifland. Here 
we found the tide of flood fetting to the fouthward, 


_ and the ebb to the northward. 


After we were paft this fhoal, we coafted along 
by the reft of the Philippine iflands, keeping on the 
weft fide of them. Some of them appeared to be 
very mountainous dry land. We faw many fires in 
the night as we pafled by Panay, a great ifland 


fettled | by Spaniards, and by the fires up y and down, | 


it feems to be well fettled by them, for this is a 
Spanifh cuftom, whereby they give notice of any 
danger or the like from fea, and it is probable they 
had {een our fhip the day before. This is an un- 
frequented coait, and it is rare to have any fhip feen 


there. We touched not at Panay, nor any where © 


elfe; though we faw a great many {mall iflands to. 
the wettward of us, and fome fhoals, but none of 
them laid down in our draughts. 

The 18th day of F ebruary, we anchored at the. 
north weft end of the. ifland Mindora, in ten fa- 
thom water, about three quarters of a mile from the 
fhore. Mindora is a large ifland, the middle of it 
lying in lat. 13, about forty leagues long, ftretch- 


ing 
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ing northweft and foutheaft. It is high and moun- 
tainous, not very woody. At this place where we- 

_ anchored, the land was neither very high nor low.» 
There was a fmall brook of water, the land by the 
fea was very woody, and the trees high and tall, but 
a league or two farther in, the woods are very thin 
and imall. Here we faw great tracks of hogs and 
beef, and we faw fome of each, and hunted them, 
but they were wild, and we could kill none. 

While we were here there was a canoe with four In- 
dians came from Manila. They were very fhy of us 
a while, but at laft;- hearing us fpeak Spanith, they 
came tous, and told us, that they were going to a: 
frier, that lived at an Indian village towards the S. 
E.. end of the ifland. They told us alfo that the 
harbour of Manila is feldom or never without twen- 
ty or thirty fail of veffels, moft Chinefe, fome Por- 
tuguefe, and fome few the Spaniards have of their 
own, They faid that when they had done their bu- 
finefs with the frier they would return to Manila, 
and hoped to be back again at this place in four 
days time. We told them, that we came for a 


=e) 


only a pretence of ours, to get out of them what in- 
telligence we could as to their fhipping and ftrength, 
and the like, under colour of feeking a trade ; for 
our bufinefs was to pillage. Now if we had really. 
defigned to have traded here, this was as fair an op- 
portunity as men could have defired ; for thefe men 
could have brought us to the frier that they were 
going to, and a {mall prefent to him would have 
engaged him to do any kindnefs for us in the way 
of trade; for the Spanifh governors do not allow 

of it, and we muft trade by ftealth. 
| Bay The 
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_ . The 21ft day we went from hence with the wind 
at E. N. E. a fmall gale. The 23d day in the’ 
morning we were fair by the S. E. end of the ifland 
Luconia, the place that had been fo long defired 
by us. We prefently faw a fail coming from the 
northward, and making after her we took her in 
two hours time. She was a Spanifh bark, that came 
from a place called Pangafanam, a {mall town on 
the N. end of L.uconia, as they told us; probably 
the fame with Pongaflinay, which lies on a bay at 
the northweft fide of the ifland. She was bound to 
Manila, but had no goods on board, and therefore 
we turned her away. | ov 
The 23d we took another Spanifh veffel that 
came from the fame place as the other. She was 
laden with rice and cotton cloth, and bound for 
Manila alfo. Thefe goods were purpofely for the 
Acapulco fhip; the rice was for the men to live on 
while they lay there, and in their return; and the 
cotton-cloth was to make fail. The mafter of this 
prize was boatfwain of the Acapulco fhip which 
efcaped us at Guam, and was now at Manila. It 
was this man that gave us the relation of what 
-ftrength it had, how they were afraid of us there, 
and of the accident that happened to them, as was 
before mentioned. We took thefe two veffels with- 
in feven or eight leagues of Manila. . 
~ Luconia 1 have tpoken of already; but I fhall 
now add this further account of it. It is a great 
ifland, taking up between fix and feven degrees of 
latitude in length, and its breadth near the middle 
is about fixty leagues, but the ends are narrow. 
The north end lies in about 19 d. north latitude, 
and the fouth endin about 12 d. 30min... This 
oreat ‘(land hath abundance of {mall keys or iflands 
lying about it, efpecially at the north end. The 
fouth fide fronts towards the reft of the Rhy lbs 
| iflands : 


\ 
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iflands: of thefe that are its neareft neighbours, 
‘Mindora, lately mentioned, is the chief, and gives 
name to the fea or ftreight that parts it and the o- 
‘ther iflands from Luconia, meine called the {treights 
of Mindora. 

The body of the ifland Luconia is compofed of | 
many fpacious plain favannahs, and large moun- 
tains. The north end feems to be more plain and 
even, I mean freer from hills, than the fouth end); 
but the land is all along of a good height. It does 
not appear fo flourifhing and green as fome of the 
other iflands in this range, efpecially that of -St. 
John, Mindanao, Batt ifland, &c. yet in fome 
places it is very woody. Some of the mountains 
of this ifland affords gold, and the favannahs are 
well ftocked with herds of cattle, efpecially bufia- 
Joes. Thefe cattle are in great plenty all over the 
Eaft Indies ; and therefore it is very probable that 
there were many of thefe here even before the Spa- 
niards came hither. But now there are alfo plenty 
of other cattle, as I have been told,-as bullocks, 
horfes, fheep, goats, hogs, Bc. brought hither by 
the Spaniards. ~ 

It is pretty well inhabited with Indians, moft of 
them, if not all, under the Spaniards, who now are 
matters of it. The native Indians do live together 
in towns, and they have priefts among them to in- 
ftruét them in the Spanifh religion. ~ 

Manila, the chief, or perhaps only city, lies at 
the foot of a ridge of high hills, looking upon a 
{pacious harbour near ‘the fouth weft point of the 
ifland, in about the latitude of 14d. north. | It is 
environed with a high ftrong wall, and very well 
fortified with. forts and breaftworks. The houfes 
are large, ftrongly built, and covered with pan-tile. . 
The ftreets. are large and pretty regular, with a 
parade in the midft, he the Spanifh fafhion. 

E 3 "There 
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There are a great many fair buildings, befides 
churches and other religious houfes, of which there 
are not a few. 

The harbour is fo large, that fome hundreds of 
fhips may ride here; and is never without many, 
both of their own, and ftrangers. I have already 
given you an account of the two fhips going and 
coming between this place and Acapulco. Befides 
them, they have fome fmall veffels of their own, 
cand they do allow the Portuguefe to trade here, but 
the Chinefe are the chiefeft merchants, who drive 
the greateft trade, for they have commonly twenty, 
thirty, or forty jonks in the harbour at a time, and 
a great many merchants conftantly refiding in the 
‘city, befides thop-keepers, and handy-cratts men 
in abundance. Small veffels run up near the 
town, but the Acapulco fhips and others of greater 
burthen, lie a league fhort of it, where there is a 
ftrong fort alfo, and ftore-houfes to put goods 
in. 3 ) 

» Thad the major part of this relation two or three 
years after this time, from Mr. Coppinger our fur- 
geon, for he made a voyage hither from Porto 
Nova, a town on the coaft of Coromandel, in a 
Portuguefe fhip, as I think. Here he found ten or 
twelve of captain Swan’s men, fome of thofe that 
we left at Mindanao. For after we came from 
thence, they bought a proe there, by the inftiga- 
tion of an Irifhman, who went by the name of John 
Fitz-Gerald, a perfon that fpoke Spanifh very well, 
and fo in this their proe they came hither. ‘They 
had been here but eighteen months when Mr. Cop- 
pinger arrived here, and Mr. Fitz-Gerald had this 
time gotten a Spanifh muftefa woman to wife, and 
a good dowry with her. He then profeffed phyfic 
and furgery, and was highly efteemed among the 
Spaniards for his {uppofed knowledge.in thofe ay : 

| Or 
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for being always troubled with fore fhins while he 
was with us, kept fome plaifters and falves by him 
and with thefe he fet up, upon his bare natural ftock 
of knowledge, and his experience in kibes, But 
then he had a very great ftock of confidence withal, 
to help out the other, and being an Irifh Roman 
Catholick, and having the Spanifh language, he 
had a great advantage of all his conforts ; and he 
alone lived well there of them all. We were not 
within fight of this town, but I was fhewn the hills 
that over-looked it, and drew a draft of them as 
we lay off at fea. | ye | | 

The time of the year being now too far fpent to 


do any thing here, it was concluded to fail from 


hence to Pulo Condore, a little parcel of iflands, 
on the coaft of Cambodia, and carry this prize with 
us, and there careen, if we could find any conveni- 
ent place for it, defigning to return hither again by 
the latter end of May, and to wait for the Acapul- 
co fhip that comes about that time. By our drafts 
(which we were guided by, being ftrangers to thefe 


Parts) this feemed to us then to be a place out of 


the way, where we might lie fnug for a while, and 
wait the time of returning for our prey. For we 
avoided as much as we could the going to lie by at 
any great place of commerce, left we fhould be- 
come too much expofed, and perhaps be affaulted 
by a force greater thanaurown. = 

So having fet our prifoners afhore, we failed from 
Luconia the 26th day of February, with the wind 
E. N. E. and fair weather, and a brifk gale. We 
were in lat. 14 d. N. when we began to fteer away 


for Pula Condore, and we fteered S. by W. In our 
‘way thither we went pretty near the fhoals of Pra- 


cel, and other fhoals which are very dangerous. We 
were very much afraid of them, but efcaped them 
without fo much as feeing them, only at the very 


E4 | fouth 


. oti 
aon s ee ed nS 


‘ 


64 The Vovacrs ana ADVENTURES of 


‘fouth end of the Pratel ficals: we rive three little 
fandy iflands or {pots of fand, eee ies above 
water within a mile of us. 

It was the i3th day of March eee we came in 
fight ‘of Pulo Condore, or the ifland Condote, as 
Pulo fignifies. The 14th day about noon we aii- 
chored on ‘the north’ fide of ‘the ifland, againft a 
fandy bay, two miles ‘from the fhore, in ten fathom 
clean hard fand; with both fhip and prize. -Pulo 
Condore is the principal of a heap of iflands, ‘and 
the only inhabited one of them. They lie in lat. 
8 d. 14 m. north, and about twenty leagues fouth 
cand by‘eaft - from the mouth of the river of Cam- 
bodia. Thefe iflands lie fo near together, that at 
a diftance they appear to be but one ‘Mand. , 

Two of thefe iflands are pretty large, and of a 
good height, they may be feen fourteen or fifteen” 
jeagues at fea; the’ reft are but little fpots. The 
biggeft of ‘the two (which is the inhabited one) is 
about four ‘or five leagues long; and lies eaft' and 
weft. It is not above three files broad at the 
broadeft place, in moft places not above a’ mile 
wide. ‘The other large ifland is about three miles 
long, and half'a mile wide. This ifland ftretcheth 

N. and 'S. Ic is fo conveniently placed at the weft 
end of the biggeft ifland, that between both there 
is formed a very commodious harbour. The en- 
trance of this harbour is on the north fide, where 
the two iflands are’near a mile afunder. ‘There are 
three or tour-imall keys, and a good deep channel 
between them ‘and the biggeft Mand. Towards 
the fouth end of the harbour the two iflands do in 
a mannet clofe ‘up, leaving only ‘a {mall paifage for 

- boats and canoes. © “There: are no more iflands on 

the north fide, | sins five or fix on! the ae fide of 

the he ifland, e | 7 
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‘The mould of thefe iflands for the biggeft part is 
blackith, and pretty deep ; 3 only the hill ls are fome- 
what ftoney. The eaitern part of the biggeit ifland 
is fandy, yet all cl loathed with trees of divers forts. 
The trees:do not grow fo thick as I have feen them 
in fome places, but they are euially large and tall, 

vand fic tor any ufe. 
There is one fort of tree much larger than any ~ 
other on this ifland, and which I have not feen any 
where elfe. It. is about three or four feet diameter 
in the body, from whence is drawn a fort of clam- 
my juice, which being boiled a little becomes per- 
fect tar; and if you ‘boil it much. it will become 
hard as pitch. It may be put to either ufe ; we ufed 
it both ways, and found it to be very fetviceable. 
‘The way that they get this juice, is by cutting a 
“great gap horizontally i in the body of the tree half 
through, and about a foot from the ground ; and 
then cutting the upper part of the body aflope in- 
wardly downward, till in the middle of the tree it 
‘meet with the traverfe cutting or plain. In this plain 
horizontal femicircular ftump, they make a hollow 
dike a baton that may contain a quart or two. Into 
this hole the juice which drains from the wounded 
upper part of the tree falls ; ; from whence you muft 
empty it every day. It will run thus for fome 
‘months, and then ary away, and the tree will re- 
cover again. 

The fruit trees that nature hath beftowed on thefe 
ifles are mangoes, and trees bearing a fort of grape, 
-and other trees bearing a kind of wild or baftard 
nutinegs : thele all grow wild in the woods, and in 
very great plenty. 

The mangoes here grow on trees as big as ap- 
ple-trees : thofe at Fort St. George are not {fo large. 
The fruit of thefe ‘is as big as a fmall peach, but 
long and fmaller towards the top : itis of a yellow- 
ifh colour when is, it is very juicy, and of a plea- 

fant 
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fant fmell, and delicate tafte. When the mango is 
young, they cut them in two pieces, and ‘pickle 
them with falt and vinegar, in which they put fome 
cloves of garlick. This is an excellent fauce, and 
much eftce ned: it is called mango achar, achar, I 
prefume, fignifies fauce. They make in the Eaft 
Indies, efpecially at Siam and Pegu, feveral forts of 
char, as of the young tops of bamboes, &c. Bam- 
boe achar and mango achar are moft ufed. The 
mangoes were ripe ‘when we were there, (as were 

alfo the reft of thefe fruits) and they have then fo 
delicate a fragrancy, that we could {mell them out 
in the thick woods if we had but the wind of them, 
while we were a good way from them, and could 
not fee them : and we generally found them out this 
way. Mangoes are common in many places of the 
Eaft Indies: but I never knew any grow wild only 
at this place, Thefe, though not fo big as thofe I 
-have feen at Achin, at Maderas, and FortSt. George, 
are yet every whit as pleafant as the belt fort of their 
garden mangoes. 

The grape-tree grows with a ftrait body, of a 
diameter about a foor or more, and hath but few 
limbs or boughs. The fruit grows in clufters, all 
about the body of the tree, like the jack, durian, 
and cocoa fruits. There are of them both red and 
white. They are much like fuch grapes as grow 
on our vines, both in fhape and colour, and they 
are of a very pleafant vinous tafte. I never faw 
thefe but on the two biggeft of thefe iflands ; the 
reft had no tar-trees, mangos, -grape- joe nor 
wild nutmegs. — 

The wild nutmeg-tree is.as big as a walnut-tree, 
but it does not {pread fo much. The boughs are 
grofs, and the fruit grows among the boughs, as 
the walnut, and other fruits. This nutmeg is much 


-{maller than the true nutmeg 5 and longer alfo. It 
te 
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is inclofed with a thin fhell, and a fort of mace, 
encircling the nut within the fhell. This baftard 
nutmeg is fo much like the true nutmeg in fhape, 
that at our firit arrival here we thought it to be the 
true one, but it has no manner of fmell nor tafte. 

The animals. of thefe iflands are fome hogs, liz- 
ards, and guanoes; and fome of thofe creatures 
mentioned in chapter XVILJ which are like, but 
much bigger than the Guano. 

Here are many forts of birds, as parrots, para- 
keetes, doves, and pidgeons. Here are alfo a fort 
of wild cocks and hens: they are much like our 
tame fowl of that kind, but a great deal lefs; for 
they are about the bignefs of a crow. The cocks 
crow like ours, bute much more fmall and fhrill, 
and by their crowing we firft find them out in the 
woods, where we fhoot them. Their fleth is very 
white and {weet. 

There are a great many limpits, aid mufcles, 
and plenty of green turtle. . 

And upon this mention of turtle again, I think 
it not amifs to add fome reafons to ftrengthen the 
opinion that I have given concerning thefe « creatures 
removing from place to place. I have faid in chap- 
ter 12th, that they leave their common feeding 
places, and goto places a great way from thence 
to lay, as particularly fo the ifland Afcention. Now 
I have difcourfed with fome fince that fubject was 
printed, who are of opinion, that when the laying 
time is over, they never go from thence, but lie 
fome where in the fea about the ifland, which I 
think is very improbable ; for there can be ro food 
for them there, as 1 could foon make appear; as 
particularly from hence, that the fea about the ifle 
of Afcention is fo deep as to admit of no anchor- 
ing but at one place, where there is no fign of grais : 
and we never bring up with our founding lead, any 
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grafs or weeds out of very deep feas, but fand or — ‘i 
the like only. . But if this be granted, that there is 


food for them, yet I have a great deal of reafon to 
believe that the turtle go from hence, for after the 
laying time you ‘fhall” never fee them, and where 
ever turtle are, you will fee them rife, and hold 
their head above water to breath, once in feven or 
eight minutes, or at longeft in ten or twelve. And 
if any man does but confider, how fith take their 
certain feafons of the year to go from one fea to a- 
nother, this would not feem ftrange, even fowls al- 
io having their feafons to remove from one place to 
another. 

Thefe iflands are pretty well watered with {mall 
brooks of frefh water, that run flufh into the fea 
for ten months in the year. The latter end of 
March they begin to dry away, and ‘in April you 
fhall have none in the brooks, but what is lodged : 
in deep holes, but you may dig wells in fome places. 
In May, when the rain comes, the land is again re- 
plenifked with water, and the brooks run out inta 
the fea. 

Thefe iflands lie very panitigedioulhy in the way 
to and from Japan, China, Manila, Tonquin, Co- 
chinchina, and in general all this movt eafterly coaft 
of the Indian continent, whether you go through 
the ftreights of Malacca, or the ftreights of Sunda, 
beuwyten" Sumatra and Java ; 5 and one of them you 
muft pafs in the common way from Europe, or O- 
ther parts of the Eaft Indies; unlefs you mean to. 
fetch a great compafs round mott of the Eaft India 
iflands, as we did. Any hip in diftrefs may be re- 
frefhed and recruited here very conveniently ; and 
befides ordinary accommodations, be furnifhed with 
matts, yards, pitch, and tar. | It might alfo be a 
convenient place to ufher in a commerce with the 
neighbouring country of Cochinchina, and forts. 

might 
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might be built to fecure a factory, particularly at 
the harbour, which is capable of being well forti- 
fied. : se : 

The inhabitants of this ifland are by nation Co- 
chinchinefe, as they told us, for one of them {pake 
good Malayan: which language we learned a imat- 
tering of, and fome of us fo as to {peak it pretty 
well while we lay at Mindanao, and this is the com- 
merce (though it be not in feveral of them the na- 
tive language) in moft of the Eaft India iflands, 
being the Lingua Franca, as it were, of thefe parts. 
I believe ’tis the vulgar tongue at Malacca, Suma- 
tra, Java, and Borneo; but at Celebes, the Phil- 
lippine iflands and the fpice iflands, it feems bor- 
rowed for the carrying on of trade. Pal 

The inhabitants of Pulo Condore are but {mall 
people in ftature, well enough fhaped, and of a 
darker colour than the Mindanaians. They are pret- 
ty long vifaged; their hair is black and ftraight ; 
their eyes are but fmall and black; their noles of 
‘a mean bignefs and pretty high; their lips thin, 
their teeth white, and litcle mouths: they are very 
civil people, but extraordinary poor. Their chief 
employment is to draw the juice of thofe trees that 
I have defcribed, to make tar. They preferve it in 
wooden troughs, and when they have their cargo, 
they tranfport it to Cochinchina,. their mother 
‘country. Some others of them employ themtfelves 
to catch turtle, and boil up their fat to oil, which 
they alfo tranfport home. Thefe people have great 
large nets, with wide mafhes to catch the turtle. 
The Jamaica turtlers have fuch; and I never faw 
the like nets but at Jamaica and here. 

They are fo free of their women, that they 
would bring them aboard, and offer them to us; 
and many of our men hired them for a {mall matter. 
This is a cuflom ufed by feveral nations’ in the Eaft 

Indies ; 


70 The Voyvaces and ApvENTURES of — 


Indies ; as at Pegu, Siam, Cochinchina, and Came . 
bodia, as I Have been told. It.is ufed at Tonquin 
alfo to my knowledge; for] afterwards made a voyage | 
thither, and moft of our men had women on board 
all the time of our abode there. In Africa alfo, on. 
the coaft of Guinea, our merchants, faétors, and 
feamen that refide there, have their black mifles. It 
38 accounted a piece of policy to do it, for the chief 
factors and captains of fhips have the great mens 
daughters offered them,. the Mandarians or noble- 
men’s at Tonquin, and even the kings wives in 
Guinea; and by this fort of alliance, the country 
people are engaged to a greater friendfhip; and if 
there fhould arile any difference about trade, or any 
thing elfe, which might provoke the natives to feek 
fome treacherous revenge (to which all thefe hea- 
then nations are very prone) then thefe Dalilahs 
would certainly declare it to their white friends, and 
fo hinder their countrymens defigns. 

Thefe people are idolaters ; but their manner of 
worfhip I know not. There are a few {fcatterine 
houfes and plantations on the great ifland, anda 
{mall village on the fouth fide of it; where there is 
alittle ido! temple, and an image of an elephant, 
about five feet high, and in bignefs proportionable, 
placed on one fide of the temple; and a horfe, not 
fo big, placed on the other fide it, both ftanding. 
with their heads towards the fouth. The temple 
itfelf was low and ordinary, built of wood, and 
thatched, like one of their houfes, which are but 
very mean. | | 

The images of the horfe and the elephant were 
the moft general idols that I obferv’d in the temples 
of Tonquin, when I travelled there. There were 
other images allo, of beafts, birds, and fith; I do 
not remember I faw any human fhape there, nor 
any fuch monftrous reprefentations as I have feen 

ba among 
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among the Chinefe. Where-ever the Chinefe fea- 
men or merchants come (and they are very nume- 
rous all over thefe feas) they have always hideéus 
idols on board their jonks or fhips, with altars, and 
images burning before them. Thefe idols they 
bring afhore with them; and befides thofe they 
have i in common, every man hath one in his own 
houfe. Upon fome particular folemn days I have 
feen their bonzies, or priefts, bring whole armfuls 
of painted papers, and burn them with a great deal 
of ceremony, being very careful to let no piece ef- 
cape them. The fame day they killed a goat, which 
had been purpofely fattening a month before ; this 
they offer or prefent before their idol, and then drefs 
it and feaft themfelves with it. I have feen them 
do this at Tonquin, where I have at the fame time 
been invited to their feafts, and at Bancouli, in 
the ifle of Sumatra, they fent a fhoulder of the 
facrificed goat to the Englifh, who eat of it, and 
afked me to do fo too, but I refufed. 

When I was at Madras, or Fort St. George, I 
took notice of a great ceremony ufed for feveral 
nights fucceffively | by the idolaters inhabiting the 
fuburbs ; both men and women (thefevery. well 
clad) in a great multitude went in folemn procef- 
fion with lighted torches, carrying their idols about 
with them. I knew not the meaning of it. I ob- 
ferved fome went purpofely carrying “oil to fprinkle 
into the lamps, to make them burn the brighter. 
They began their round about eleven o'clock. at 
night, and having, paced it gravely about the ftreets 
till two or three o'clock in the morning, their idols 
were carried with much ceremony into the temple 
by the chief of the proceffion, and fome of the 
women I faw enter the temple, particularly. Their 
idols were different from thofe of Tonquin, Cambo- 
dia, &c. being in human fhape, 5: 
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_~ Ihave faid already that we arrived at thefe iflands 
the r4th day of March, 1687. The next day we 
iearched about for a place to careen in, and the 16th 
day we entered the harbour, and immediately pro- 
vided to careen. Some men were fet to fell great 
trees to faw into plank, others went to unrigging 
the {hip ; fome made a houfe to put our goods in, 
and for the failmaker to work in. The country 
people reforted to us,.and brought us of the fruits. 
of the ifland, with hogs, and fometimes turtle ; for 

which they received rice in exchange, which we had 
a fhip load of, taken at Manila. We bought of 
them alfo good quantity of their pitchy liguor, 
which we boiled, and ufed about our fhips bottom. 
We mixed it firft with lime, which we made here, 
and it made an excellent coat, and ftuck on very 
well. | 

We ftaid in this harbour from the 16th day of 
March till the 16th day of April; in which time we 
made a new fuit of fails of the cloth that was taken 
in the prize. We cut a fpare main-top-maft, and 
fawed plank to fheath the fhips bottom ; for fhe was 
not fheathed all over at Mindanao, and that old 
plank that was left on then we now ripped off, and 

clapped on new. | - 
While we lay here two of our mén died, who 
were poiloned at Mindanao; they told us of it, 
when they found themfelves poifoned, and had lin- 
gered ever fince. They were opened by our doctor; 
according to their own reque(t before they died, 
and their livers were black, light and dry, like 

pieces of cork. SAN a | 
Our bufinels being finifhed here, we left the 
Spanifh prize taken at Manila, and moft of the 
rice, taking out enough for ourfelves ; and on the 
17th day we went from hence to the place where 
we firft anchored, on the north fide of the great 
| | | ifland, 
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ifland, purpofely to water, for there was a great 
ftream, when we firft came to the ifland, and we. 
thought it was fo now. But we found it tne Ups 
only i it ftood in holes, two or three hogfheads, or a 
tun in a hole ; therefore we immediately cut bam- 
boes, and made fpouts, through which we convey- 
ed the water down to the fea fide, by taking it up 
in bowls, and pouring it into thefe {pouts or troughs. 
We conveyed fome of it thus near a mile. While 
we were filling our water, captain Read engaged 
an old man, one of the inhabitants of this ifland, 
the fame, who, I faid, could fpeak the Maylayan 
language, to be his pilot to the bay of Siam: for 
he had often been telling us, that he was well ac« 
quainted there, and that he knew fome iflands there, 
where there were fifhermen lived, who he thought 
could fupply us with falt-fith to eat at fea; for we 
had nothing but rice to eat. The eatterly mon- 
foon was not yet done, therefore-it was concluded 
to {pend fome time there, and then take the .ad- 
vantage of the beginning of the weftern monfoon, 
to return to Manila again. 

The 21ft day of April 1687, we failed from Pulo 
Condore, directing our courfe W. by S. for the bay 
of Siam. We had fair weather and a fine moderate 
gale of wind at E..N. E. 

The 23d day we arrived at Pulo Uby, or the 
ifland Uby. ‘This ifland is about forty leagues to 
the weftward of Pulo Condore; it lies juft at the 
entrance of the bay of Siam, at the S. W. point of 
Jand, that makes the bay; namely, the point of 
Cambodia. This ifland is about feven or eight 
leagues round, and it is higher land than any of 
Pulo Condore ifles. Againtt the fouth eaft part of 
it there is a {mall key, about a cable’s length from 

sie main ifland. pes Pulo Uby is very woody, 
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and it has good water on the north fide, where you 
may anchor, but the beft anchoring is on the eaft 
fide again{t a fmall bay ; then you will have the 
little ifland to the fouthward of you. : 

At Pulo Uby we found two fmall barks laden 
with rice. They belonged to Cambodia, from 
whence they came not above two or three days: be- 
fore, and they touched here to fill water. Rice is 
the general food of all thefe countries, therefore it 
is tranfported by fea from one country to anothers 
as cotn in thefe parts of the world. For in fome 
countries they produce more than enough for them- 
felves, and fend what they can {pare to thofe places 
where there is but little. 

The 24th day we went into the bay of Siam: 
this is a large deep bay, of which, and of this king- 
dom I hall at prefent fpeak but little, becaufe I 
defign a more particular account of all this coalt, 
to wit, of Tonquin, Cochinchina, Siam, Champa, 
Cambodia, and Malacca, making all the moft eaft- 
erly part of the continent of Afia; lying fouth of 
China, but to do it in the courfe of this voyage, 
would too much fwell this volume, and I fhail 
chufe therefore to give a feparate relation of what I 
know or have learned of them, together with the 
neighbouring parts of Sumatra, Java, &c. where 
I have fpent fome time. —_ | b 

‘We run down into the bay of Siam, till we came 
“to the iflands that our Pulo Condore pilot told us 
of, which lie about the middle of the bay ; but as 
good a pilot as he was, he run us aground 3 yet we 
had no damage. Captain Read went afhore at 
 thefe iflands, where he found a {mall town of fither- 
men, but they had no fafh to fell, and fo we return- 
Ed EMBTP He et oy OE 

We had yet fair weather and very little wind, fo 
that being often becalined, we were till the 1 ath 
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day of May before we got to Pulo Uby again. 
There found two {mall vefféls at an anchor on the 
eaft fide; they were landen with rice and laquer; 
which is ufed in japaning of cabinets. One of thefe 
come from Champa, bound to the town of Malacca; 
which belongs to the Dutch, who took it from the 
Portuguefe ; and this fhews that they have a trade 
with Champa. ‘This was a very pretty neat veffel, 
her bottom very clean and curioufly coated, fhe had 
about forty men all armed with cortans; or broad 
{words, lances, and fome guns; that went with a 
{wivel upon their gunnals.. They were of the ido- 
laters, natives of Champa, and forne of the brifk- 
eft, moft fociable, without fearfulnefs or fhynefs, 
and the moft neat and dexterous about their fhip- 
ping; of any fuch I have met with in all my tra- 
vels, The other veffel came from the river of 
Cambodia, and was bound towards the ftreights of 
‘Malacca. Both of them ftopped here, for the weft- 
erly winds now began to blow, which were againft 
them, being fomewhat belated. ; | 
_ We anchored alfo on the eaft fide, intendine to 
fill water. While we lay here we had very violent 
wind at S. W. and a ftrong current fetting right to 
windward. The fiercer the wind blew the more 
‘trong the cufrent fet againft it, This ftortn lafted 
till the 20th day, and then it began to abate. 
- The a1ft day of May we went back from hence 
towards Pulo Condore: In our way we overtook 
a great jonk that came ftom Palimbam, .a town on 
the ifland Sumatra ; fhe was full laden with pepper 
‘which they bought there; and was bound to Siam, 
but it blowing fo hatd; fhe was afraid to venture 
nto that bay, and therefore came. to Pulo Condore 
with us, where we both anchored May the 24th. 
This veffel was of the Chinefe make, full of little 
rooms or partitions like our well=boats ; I fhall de- 
Fa {cribe 
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{cribe them in the next chapter. The men of this 
jonktold us, that the Englith were fettled on the 
ifland Sumatra, ata place called Sillabar; and the 
firft knowledge we had that the Finglifh had any 
fettlement on Sumatra was from thefe, |. 

. When we came to an anchor, we faw a {mall 
bark at an anchor near the fhore; therefore captain 
Read fent a canoe on board her, to know from 
whence they came; and fuppofing that it was a 
Malaya veflel, he ordered the men not to goon 
board,. for they are accounted defperate fellows, 
and their veflels are commonly full of men, who 
all wear creffets, or little daggers by their fides. 
The canoe’s crew, not minding the captain’s orders, 
went on board, all but one man that ftaid in the 
¢anoe; The Malaians, who were about twenty of 
them,; feeing our men all armed, thought that 
they came to take their veflel, therefore at once, on 
a: fignal given, they drew out their creffets, and 
ftabbed. five or. fix. of our men. before they knew 
what the matter was. ‘The reft of our men leap’d 
overboard, forné into the canoe, and fome into the 
fea, and:fo got away. Among the reft, one Daniel 
Wallis leap’d into the fea, who could never {wim 
before nor fince, yet now he fwam very well, a good 
while before he: was taken up. When the canoe 
came.on board, captain Read manned. two canoes, 
and went tobe revenged on ‘the Malaians; but 
they feeing him coming, cut a hole in their vefiel’s 
bottom, and went-afhore in their boat. Captain 
-Read. followed them, -but they run into the woods 
and hid themfelves, ..Here we ftaid ten or eleven 
dayss for it blew very hard all the time. While 
we ftaid here, Herman. Coppinger, our furgeon 
went afhore, intending. to live. here, but captain 
‘Read fent fome men to fetch him again. I had the 
dames thoughts, arid would have gone afhore too, 
Ce ee ; but 
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but waited for a. more convenient place, For nei- 

ther he nor I, when we were Jaft on board at Min- 
danao, had any knowledge of the plot that was 
laid to leave.captain Swan, and ‘run away with the 
fhip; and being fufficiently weary of this mad crew, 
we were willing to give them the flip at any place 
from whence we might hope to get a paflage to:an 
Englith factory. There was nothing elfe- of mo- 
ment happened while we ftaid here. 
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They leave Pulo Condore, defigning for Manila, but 
are driven off from thence, and go to the ifle of St. 
John on the coaft of China; to the ifles Pifcadores 
near Pormofa, the Bafbee and Goat Ifles. | 


VY AVING filled our water, cut our wood, and 
7 got our fhip in a failing pofture, while the 
bluftring hard winds lafted, we took the firft op- 
portunity of a fettled gale to fail towards Manila. 
Accordingly June the 4th, 1687, we loofed from 
Pulo Condore, with the wind at S. W. fair weather 
and a brifk gale. The pepper jonk bound to Siam 
remained there, waiting for an eafterly wind; bute 
one of his men, a kind of a battard Portuguefe, 
came on board our fhip, and was entertained for the 
fake of his knowledge in the feveral languages of 
thefe countries. The wind continued in the S. W. 
but twenty four hours, or a little more, and then 
came about to the north, and then to the N. E. 
and the fky became exceeding clear. Then the wind 
came at eaft, and ftood betwixt E. and S. E. for 
eight or ten days; yet we continued plying to wind- 
ward, expecting every day a fhift of wind, becaufe 
thefe winds were not according to the feafon of the 
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We were now afraid left the currents might de- 
ceive us, and carry us on the fhoals of Pracel, which 
were near us, a little to the north weft, but we paf- 
fed on to the éaftward, without feeing any fign of 
them ; yet we were kept much to the northward of 
our intended courfe, and the eafterly winds ftill 
continuing, we defpaired of getting to Manila, and 
therefore began to project fore new defign, and the 
refult was, to vifit the ifland Prata, about the lat. 
of 20 deg. 40 min. north, and not far from us at 
Cie tiyice ee ee aes pe 
“It is a fmall low ifland, environed with rocks 
‘quite round it, by report. It lies fo in the way, 
between Manila and Canton, the head of a pro- 
vince, and a town of great trade in China, that the 
Chinefe dread the rocks about it, more than the 
Spaniards did formerly Bermudas; for many of 
their jonks' coming from Manila have been loft 
there, with: abundance of treafure in'them, as we 
were informed by all the Spaniards that ever we 
converfed with in thefe parts. They told us alfo, 
that in thefe wrecks moft of the men were drown- 
ed, and that the Chinefe never went thither to take 
up any of the treafure’ that was loft there, for feat 
of being loft themfelves. But the danger of the 
place did not daunt us, for we were refolved to try 
our fortunes there, if the winds would permit; fo 
we beat for it five’ or fix days, but at laft were 
forced to leave that defign alfo for want of winds ; 
for the S. E. winds continuing, forced us on the 
cdaftiof Chinas? 1k 0 Te ARE Oy ee ae 
‘ Je was the 25th day of June when we made the 
Jand, and running in towards the fhore we came to 
an anchor the fame day, on the N. E. end of St. 
AShale lands fo °2000 Wea ah oe OC eg 

This ifland is in lat. about 2 d. 30 min. north, 
lying on the fouth coaft of the province of Quan- 
Lo Seer a Do) papiee 
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tung or Canton in China. It is of an indifferent 


height, pretty plain, and the foil fertile enough. Ie — 
is partly woody, partly favannahs or pafturage for | 


cattle; and there is fome moift arable land for rice. 

The fkirts or outer part of the ifland, efpecially 
that part of it which barders on the main fea, is 
woody : the middle part of it is good thick grafly 
pafture, with fome groves of trees ; and that which 
is cultivated land is low wet land, yielding plentiful 


crops of rice; the only grain that I faw here. The » 
tame cattle which this ifland affords, are China 
hogs, goats, buffaloes, and fome bullocks. The . 


hogs of this ifland are all black ; they have but 


{mall heads, very fhort thick necks, great bellies, 


commonly touching the ground, and fhort legs. 
They eat but little foad, yet they are moft of them 
very fat; probably becaufe they fleep much. The 


‘tame fowls are ducks, and cocks and hens. I faw . 


no wild fowl but a few {mall birds, © 

The natives of this ifland are Chinefe.. They are 
fubject to the crown of China, and confequently at 
this time to the Tartars. The Chinefe in general 
are tall, ftrait-bodied, raw-boned men. They are 
long vifaged, and their foreheads are high, but they 


have little eyes. Their nofes are pretty large, with 


a rifing in the middle. ‘Their mouths are of a 
mean fize, pretty thin lips. They are of an afhy 
complexion ; their hair is black, and their beards 
thin and long, for they pluck the hair out by the 
roots, fuffering only fome few very long ftraggling 
hairs ta grow ‘about their chin, in which they take 
great pride, often combing them, and fometimes 
tying them up in a knot ; and they have fuch hairs 
too growing down from each fide of their upper 
lip, like whifkers. The ancient Chinefe were very, 
roud of the hair of their heads, letting it grow 

very long, and ftroking it back with their hands 
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-eurioufly, and then winding the plats all together 
round a bodkin, thruft through it at the hinder part 
oi che head; both men and women did thus. But 
when the Tartars conqured them, they broke them 
of this cufiom they were fond of, by main force ; 
infomuch that they refented this impofition worfe 
vthan their tubjection, and rebelled upon ic; but be- 
ing itill wortted, were forced to acquiefce, and to 
‘this day they follow the fafhion of their mafters the 
*Tartars, and fhave all their heads, only referving 
one lock, which fome tie up, others let it hang 
down toa great or fmall length as they pleafe. The 
‘Chinefe in other countries {till keep their old cu- 
ftom ; but if any of the Chinele is found wearing 
Jong hair in China, he forfeits his head ; and ma- 
ny of them have abandoned their country to pre- 
ferve the liberty of wearing their hair, as I have 
been told by themfelves. . 
The Chinefe have no hats, caps, or turbans ; but 
when they walk abroad, they carry a {mall umbrel- 
la in their hands, wherewith they defend their head 
from the fun or rain, by holding it over their heads. 
If they walk but a little way, they carry only a 
large tan made of paper, or filk, of the fame fa- 
fhion as thofe our ladies have, and many of them 
are brought over hither: one of thefe every man 
carries in his hand if he do but crofs the ftreet, 
{creening his his head with it, if he has not an um- 
brella with him, , 
The common. apparel of the men, is a loofe 
frock and breeches. They feldom wear ftockings, 
but they have fhoes, or a fort of flippers: rather. 
The mens fhoes are made diverfly : they women 
have very fmall feet, and confequently but little 
fhoes, for from their infancy their feet are kept 
fwathed up with bands, as hard as they can poffi- 


bly endure them; and from the time they can go 
, till 
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till they have done growing, they bind them up 
every night. This they do purpofely to hinder 
them from growing, efteeming little feet to be a 
oreat beauty. But by this unreaionable cuftom they 
do-in a manner lofe the ufe of their feet, and in- 
ftead of going they only ftumble about their houfes, 
and prefently f{quat down on their breeches again, 
being, as it were, confined to fit all the days of 
their lives. They feldom ftir abroad, and one 
would be apt to think, that, as. fome have conjec- 
tured, their keeping up their fondnefs for this fa- 
fhion, were a-ftratagem of the mens, to keep them 
from gadding and goflipping. about, and confine 
them at home. They are kept conftantly to their 
work, being fine needle-women, making many cu- 
rious embroideries, and. their own fhoes; but if 
any ftranger be defirous to bring away any for no- 
velty’s jake, he muft-be a great favourite to get a 
pair of fhoes of them, tho’ he give twice their va- 
jue. The poorer fort of women trudge about the 
flreets, and to market without fhoes or ftockings, 
for thefe cannot afford to have little feet, being to 

eet their living with them. | 
The Chinefe, both men and women, are very 
ingenious ; as.may appear by the many curious 
things that are brought from thence, efpecially the 
porcelain or China earthen-ware. The Spaniards 
of Manila, that we took on the coaft of Luconia, 
told’ me, that this commodity is made of conch- 
fhells, the infide of which looks like mother of 
pearl. But the Portuguefe, lately mentioned, who 
had lived in China, and {poke that and the neigh- 
bouring languages very well, faid, that it was made 
of a fine fort of clay that was dug in the province 
of Canton. I have often made enquiry about it, but 
could never be well fatishied in it ; but while I was 
on the coaft of Canton, I forgot to enquire about it. 
i They 
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They make very fine lacquer-ware alfo, and good 
filks; and are curious at painting and carving. 


China affords drugs in great abundance, efpeci- 


ally china root; but this is not peculiar to that 
country alone, for there is much of this root grow- 
ing in Jamaica, particularly at Sixteen Mile-walk, 
and in the bay of Honduras it is very plentiful, 
There is great ftore of fugar made in this country ; 


and tea in 7 abundarice i is brought from thence, being 


much ufed there, and in Tonquin and Cochinchina 
as common drink: women fit in the ftreets, and 
fell difhes of tea hot and ready made ; they call it 
chau, and even the pooreft people fip it. But the 
tea at Tonquin or Cochinchina feems not fo good, 
or of fo pleafant a bitter, or of fo fine a colour, ey 


fuch virtue as this in China, for I have drank of it 


in thefe countries ; unlefs the fault be in their way 
of making it, for I made none there myfelf; and 
by the high red colour it looks as if they made a 
decoétion of it, or kept it ftale. Yet at Japan I 
was told there is a great deal of pure tea, very good. 

The Chinefe are very great gamefters, and they 
will never be tired with it, playing night and day, 
till they have loft all their eftates, then it is ufual 
with them to hang themfelves. This was frequent- 
ly done by the Chinefe factors at Manila, as I was 
told by Spaniards that lived there. ‘The Spaniards 


themfelves are much adicted to gaming, and are ~ 


very expert at it, but the Chinefe are too fubtle for 
them, being in general a very cunning people. 

But a particular account of them and their coun- 
try would fill a volume; nor doth my fhort experi- 
-ence of them qualify me to fay much of them. 
Wherefore I confine mytelf chiefly. to what I ob- 
ferved at St. John’s ifland, where we lay fome time, 
and vifited the thore every day to buy. provifion, as 
hogs, fowls, and buffaloe. Here was a {mall town 


ftanding © 
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ftanding in a wet fwampy ground, with many Althy 
ponds amongtt the houfes, which were built on the 
ground as ours are, not on pofts as at Mindanao. 
Tn thefe onds were plenty of ducks; the houles 
were {mal ‘and low, and covered with thatch, and 
the infides were but ill furnifhed, and kept nattily ; 
and I have been told by one who was there, that 
moft of the houfes in the city of Canton itfelf are 
but poor and irregular. 
The inhabitants of this village feem to be moft 
hufbandmen : : the were at this time very bufy. in 
fowing their ricé which is their chief commodity. 
The Hand in which they choofe to fow the rice is 
low and wet, and when plawed the earth was like 
a mafs of mud. They plow their land with a {mall 
plow, drawn by one buffaloe, and one man both 
holds the plow, and drives the beaft. When the 
rice is ripe’ and gathered 1 in, they tread it out on the 
earth with buffaloes, in a large round place made 
with a hard floor fit for that purpofe, where they 
chain three or four of thefe beafts, one at the tail 
of the other, and driving them round in a ring, as 
ina horfe-mill, they {o order it that the Busines 
may tread upon it all. 
- Twas once afhore at this ifland, with feven or 
eight Englifhmen more, and having occafion to itay 
fome time, we killed’a fhote, or young porker, and 
and roafted it for our dinners. While we were bu- 
fy dreffing of our pork, one of the natives came 
and fat down by us, and when our dinner was rea- 
dy, we cut a good piece and gave it him, which he 
willingly received. But by figns he begged more, 
and withal pointed 1 into the woods, yet we did not 
underftand his meaning, nor much ‘mind him, till 
our hunger was pretty well affwaged, although he 
ftill made figns ; and walking a little way from us, 
beckoned to us to come to him, which at laft I did, 
| and 
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arid two or three more. He going before, led the 
way into a {mall blind path, through a thicket, in- 
to a {mall a of trees, in hich there was an 
old idol temple about ten feet f{quare; the walls of 
it were about fix feet high, and two feet thick, made 
of bricks. The flocr was paved with broad bricks, 
anid in the middle of the floor ftood an. old rufty 
iron bell on its brims. This bell was about two 
feet high, ftanding flat on the ground; the brims 
on which it {tood were about fixteen inches diama- 
ter. From the brims it tapered away alittle to- 
wards the head, much like our bells ; but the brims 
did not turn out fo much as ours Ae! On the head 
of the bell there were three iron bars as big a man’s 
arm, and about ten inches long from the top of the 
Bell, where the ends joined as in a center, and 
feemed of one mafs with the bell, as if caft toge. 
ther. Thefe bars ftood all parallel to the ground, 
and their further ends (which ftood triangularly 
and opening from each other at equal diftances, like 
the fliers of our kitchen-jacks) were made exactly 
in the fhape of the paw of fome monftrous beaft, 
having fharp claws on it. This it feems was their 
od ; “for as foon as our zealous euide came before 
the Hell) he felt flat on his na and beckoned to 
us, feeming very defirous to have us do the like. 
At the inner fide of the temple, againft the walls, 
there was an altar of white hewn ftone. The table 
of the aitar was about three feet long, fixteen inches 
broad, and three inches thick. It was raifed abour 
two feet from the ground, and fupported by three 
fmall pillars of the? fame wane ftone. On this al- 
tar there were feveral fmall earthen veflels, one of 
them was full of {mail flicks that had been burned 
at oneend. Our guide mace a great many figns 
for us to fetch and to leave fome of our meat there, 
and feemed very importunate, but we refufled.. We 
left him there and went on board: I faw no other 
temple nor idol here. While. 
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‘While we lay at this place, we faw feveral fmall 
China jonks, failing in the lagune betwen the iflands 
and the main; one came and anchored by us. I 
and fome more of our men went on board to view 
her; fhe was built with a fquare flat head as well 
as ftern, only the head or fore part was not {fo broad 
as the ftern. On her deck fhe had little thatched 
houfes like hovels, covered with palmeto leaves, 
and raifed about three feet high, for the feamen to 


creep into. She had a pretty large cabin, wherein . 


there was an altar and a lamp burning; I did but 
juft look in, and faw not the idol. The hold was 
divided in many fimall partitions, all of them made 
fo tight, that if a leak fhould {pring up in any one 
of them, it could go no farther, and fo could do 
but little damage, but only to the goods in the bot- 
tom of that room where the leak iprings up. Each 
of thefe rooms belong to one or two merchants, or 
more, and every man freights his goods in his own 
-yoom, and probably lodges there, if he be on 
board himfelf. Thefe jonks have only two mafts, 
a main-matt and a fore-maft. The fore-maft has a 
fquare yard and a fquare fail, but the main-maft 
has a narrow fail aloft, like a floop’s fail, and in 
fair weather they ufe a top-fail, which is haled 
down on the deck in fowl weather, yard and all; 
for they do not go up to furl it, The main-maft 
in their biggeft jonks feemed to me as big as any 
third rate man of war’s maft in England, and yet 
not pierced as ours, but made of one grown tree, 
and in all my travels J never faw any fingle tree 
matts fo big in the body, and fo long, and yet fo 

well tapered, as I have feen in the Chinefe jonks. 
Some of our men went over to a pretty large 
town on the continent. of China, where we nught 
have furnifhed ourfelves with provifion, which was 
a thing we were always in want of, and was our 
chief 
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chief bufinefs here ; but we were afraid to lie in thi¢ 
place aay longer; for we had fome figns of an ap- 
proaching ftorm : this being the time of the year in 
which ftorms are expected on this coaft ; and here 
was no fafe riding. It was now the time of the 
year for the S: W. monfoon, but the wind had been 
whifling about from one part of the compafs to 
another, for two or three days, and fometimes it 
would be quite calm. This caufed us to put to’ 
fea, that we might have fea-room at léaft; for fuch 
flattering weather is commonly the fore-runner of 
a tempett. ae aiid 
Accordingly we weighed anchor, and’ fet fail ; 
yet we had very little wind all the next night. But 


the day enfuing, which was the fourth day of July, 


about four o’clock in the afternoon, the wind came 
to the north eaft, and frefhed upon us, and the fky 


looked very black in that quarter, and the black 


clouds began to rife apace and move towards us ; 
having hung all the morning in the horizon. This 
made us take in our top-fails, and the wind ftill in- 
increafing, about nine o’clock we reeved our main- 
fail and fore-fail; at ten. we furl’d our fore-fail, 
Keeping under a main-fail and mizen. At eleven 
o'clock we furl’d our main-fail, and ballafted our 
mizen; at which time it began to rain, and by 
twelve o’clock at night it blew exceeding hard, and 
the rain poured down as through a fieve. It thun- 
dered and lightned prodigioufly, and the fea feem- 
ed all of a fire about us: for every fea that broke 
fparkled hke Hghtning. The violent wind raifed 
the fea prefently to a great height, and it ram very 
fhort, and began to break in on our deck. One 
fea {truck away the rails of our head, and our fheet 
anchor, which was ftowed with one flook or bend» 
ing of the iron, over the fhips gunal, and lafhed 
very well down to the fide, was violently wafhed se 
an 
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and like to have ftruck a hole in our bow, as it lay 
beating againft it. Then we were forced to put 
right before the wind to ftow our anchor again, 
which we did with much ado; but afterwards we 
durft not adventure to bring our fhip to the wind 
again, for fear of foundering, for the turning the 
fhip either to or from the wind is dangerous in fuch 
violent ftorms: The fiercenefs of the weather. con- 
tinued till four o’clock that morning, in which time 
we did cut away two canoes that were towing aftern. 

After four o’clock the thunder and the rain abat- 
ed, and then we faw a corpus fant at our main-top- 
maft head, on the very top of the truck of the 
fpindle. This fight rejoiced our men exceedingly, 
en the height of the ftorm is commonly over when 
the corpus fant is feen aloft; but when they are 
feen lying on the deck, it is generally accounted a 
bad fien. 7 elo 

A corpus fant is a certain fmall glittering light, 
when it appears as this did, on the very top of the 
main-matt or at a yard-arm, like a ftar, but when 
it appears on the deck, it refembles a great glow- 
worm. ‘The Spaniards have another name for it, 
(though I take even this to be a Spanifh or Portu- 
guefe name, and a corruption only of corpus fanc- 
tum) and I have been told that when they fee them, 
they prefently go to prayers, and blefs themfelves 
forthe happy fight. I have heard fome ignorant 
feamen difcourfing how they have feen them creep, 
or as they fay, travel about in the fcuppers, telling 
many difmal ftories that happned at fuch times: but 
I never faw any one ftir out of the place where it 
was firft fixed, except upon deck, where every fea 
wafheth it about. Neither did I ever fee any but 
when we have had hard rain as well as wind, and 


therefore do believe it is. fome jelly: but enough 
of this. 


We 
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We continued fcudding right before wind and. 
fea from two till feven o’clock in the morning, and 
then the wind being much abated, we fet our mizen_ 
again, and brought our fhip to the wind, and lay” 
under a mizen till eleven. Then it fell flat calm, 
and continued fo for about two hours ; but the fky. 
looked very black and rueful, efpecially in the. 
S. W. and the fea toffed us about like an ege-fhell, 
for want of wind. About one o’¢lock in the after- 
noon the wind {prung up at fouth weft, out of the 
_ quarter from whence we did expect it; therefore, 
we prefently brail’d up our mizen, and wore our 
fhip: but we had no fooner put our fhip before the 
wind, but it blew a ftorm again, and rain’d very 
hard; though not fo violently as the night before: 
but the wind was altogether as boifterous, and fo 
continued till ten or eleven o’clock at night.. All 
which time we icudded, or run before the wind ve- 
ry fwift, though only with our bare poles, that is, 
without any fail abroad. Afterwards the wind died 
away by degrees, and before day we had but little 
wind, and Gne clear weather. 

I was never in fuch a violent ftorm in all my lite, 
fo faid all the company. This was near the change 
of the moon: it was two or three days before the 
change. ‘The fixth day in the morning, having 
fine handfome weather, we got up our yards again, 
and began to dry ourfelves and our cloths, for we 
were all well fopt. This ftorm had deadned the 
hearts of our men fo much, that inftead of going 
to buy moreprovifion at the fame place from whence 
we came before the ftorm, or of ieeking any more 
for the ifland: Prata, they thought of going fome- 
‘where to fhelter before the full moon, for fear of 

‘another fuch ftorm at that time: for commonly, if 
there i is any. very bad weather in the sales? ‘it is 

about 
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about two or thtee days before or * after the full or 


change of the moon. — 3 

-Thefe thoughts, J fay; put our men on thinking 
| dhibee to G0, and the drafts or fea-charts being Gilt 
confulted, it was concluded to go to’certain ifands 
dying in lat. 23 d. north, called \Pifeadores. For 
there was not a man on board ‘that was’any thing 
- acquainted on thefe coafts ; and therefore all our 
dependance was on the drafts, which only pointed 
out to us where fuch and fuch places or iflands were, 
Without giving us any account, what harbours, 
roads, or bays there were, or the produce, {trength, 
or trade of them: thefe we were teen to feck af- 
ter ourfelves. 

~ The Pifcadores are a great -tiadly inhabited iflands, 
lying near the ifland F ormofa, between it and China, 
in of near the lat. of 23 d. north lat. almoft as high 
as the tropick of Cancer. Thefe Pifcadore iflands 
are moderately high, and appear much like our 
Dorfetfhire and Wiltthire Downs in England. They 
produce thick thort grafs, and a few trees, They 
are pretty well watered, and, feed abundance’ of 
goats, and fome great cattle. There are abun- 
dance of mounts and old fortifications on myer bat 
-of no ufe now, whatever they have been. | | 

Between the two eaftermoft iflands, there’ is a 
‘very good harbour, which is never without jonks 
‘riding i in it; and on the welt fide of the eaftermot 
ifland there ‘is ‘a large town and fort commanding 
the harbour. The houfes are but. low, yet well 
‘built; and the town thakes avfite profpect. . This 
isa garrifon of the Tartars, wherein are alfo three 
or four hundred foldiers,.. who: live here three 
years, and then day are raarbved to fome other 
place.” ti 

On the inant on te welt eid ee te har four, 
clofe by. the'fea, there is a {mall town of;Chinefe, 
egNo. 18. Pe aN igh and 
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‘and moft of the other iflands have fome Chinefe 
living on them, more or lefs. | 
' Having, as I faid before; concluded to go ta 
thefe iflands, we iteered away for them, having the 
wind at W. S. W. a fmall gale. The 2oth day of 
July we had firft fight of them; and fteered in a- 
mong them, finding no place to anchor in till we 
came into the’ harbour betore-mentioned.. We 
plundered in knowing little of our way, and admir- 
ed'to fee fo many jonks going and coming, and 
fome at an anchor, and fo great a town as the neigh; 
bouring eaftermoft town, the ‘Tartarian earrifon ; 
for we did not expect, nor defire, to have feen any 
people, being in care to lie concealed in thefe feas s 
-however, feeing we were here, we boldly run into 
the harbour, and prefently fent afhore our canoe to 
‘the town. | | 

Our people were’ met by an officer at their land- 
ing; and our quarter-matter, who was the chief 
man in the boat, was conducted before the gover- 
nor and examined of what nation we were, and 
what was our bufinefs here. He anfwered that we 
were Englifh, and were bound to Amoy, or Anhay, 
which is a city ftanding on a navigable river in the 
province of Fokien in China, and is a place of vatt- 
grade, there being a huge multitude of fhips there, 
and in general on all thefe coafts, as I have heard 
of feveral that have been there. He faid alfo, that 
having received fome damage by a ftorm, we there- 
fore but in here to refit, betore we could venture to 
go further; and that we intended to lie here till af- 
ter the full moon, for fear of another ftorm. The 
governor told him, that we might better refit our 
fhip at Amoy than here, and that he heard that two 
Englith veffels were arrived there already, and that 
he fhould be very ready to affift us. in any thing, 
but we-muft not expect to trade there, but muft 
Lae ! ogee 
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goto the places. allowed to entertain merchant 
ftrangers, which were Amoy and Macao. Macao 
is a town of great trade alfo, lying in an ifland at 
the very mouth of the river of Canton. Fis for- 
tified and garrifoned by a large Portuguefe colony, 
but yet under the Chinefe governor, whofe people 
inhabit one moiety of the town, and lay on the 
Portuguefe what tax they pleafe; for they dare not 
difoblige the Chinefe for fear of lofing their trade. 
However, the governor very kindly told our quar- 
ter-maiter, that whatfoever we wanted, if that 
place could furnifh us, we fhould have it. Yet — 
that we muft not come afhore on that ifland, but 
he would fend on board fome of his men, to know 
what we wanted, and they fhould alfo bring it off 
tous. That neverthelefs we might go on fhore on 
other iflands to buy refrefhments of the Chinefe, 
After the difcourfe was ended, the governor dif- 
mift him, with a fmall jar of flour, and three or four 
cakes of very fine bread, and about a dozen pine~ 
apples and water-melons (all very good in their 
Kind) as a prefent to the captain. | 
They next day an eminent officer came on board, 
with a great many attendants. He wore a black 
filk cap of a particular make, with a plume of black 
and white feathers, ftanding up almott round his 
head behind, and all his outfide cloaths were-black 
filk. He had a loofe black coat which reached to 
his knees, and his breeches were of the fame; un- 
derneath his coat he had two garments more, of o- 
ther coloured filk. His legs were covered with 
{mall black limber boots. All his attendants were 
ana very handfome garb of black filk, all wearing 
thofe {mall black boots and caps. Thefe caps were 
like the crown of a hat made of palmeto-leaves, 
like our ftraw hats, but without brims, and com- 
ing down but to their ears. Thefe had no feathers, 
but had an oblong button on the top, and from 
a aa t G2 "between, 


62 the Voraces and. Avventures of 


between the button and the cap, there fell down all | 
round their head as low as the cap reached, a fort 


of coarfe hair like horfe-hair, died (a3 1 fuppofe) of © 


a light red colour. 

The officer brought on board, as a prefent from 
the governor , a young heifer, the fatteft and kind- 
lieft beef, that I ever tafted in. a foreign country. 
Tt was fmall-yet full grown; two large hogs, four 
goats, two bafkets of fine flour, twenty great flat 
cakes of fine well tafted bread, two great jars of 
arack made of rice as I judged, called by the 
Chinefe, fam fhu; and fifty five jars of hoc fhu, as 
they-call it, and our Europeans from them. This 
is a ftrone liquor, made of wheat as I have 
been told. It looks like mum, taftes much like it, 
and it is véry pleafant and hearty. Our feamen 
love it mightily, and will lick their lips with it; for 
{carce a fhip goes to China, but the men come home 
fat with foaking this liquor, and bring ftore of jars 
of it home with them. It is put into fmall white 
thick jars, that hold near a quart; the double jars 
hold about two quarts. Thefe jars are fmall be- 
low, and thence rife up with a pretty full belly, 
clofing in: ptetty fhort at top, with a {mall thick 
mouth. Over the mouth of the jar they put a thin 
chip cut'round fo as to cover the mouth, over that 
a piece of paper, and over that they put a great 
‘ump of clay, almoft as big as the bottle or jar it- 
felf, with a hollow in it, to admit the neck of the 
‘bottle, made round, and about four inches long ; 
- this is'to preferve the liquor. If the liquor take 
‘any vent it will be four prefently, fo that when we 


‘buy any of it, of the fhips from China returning: 


‘to Maderas, or Fort St. George, where it is then 
fold, or of the’ Chinefe themfelves, of whom I 
“have bought it at Achin, and Bencouli in Sumatra, 
if’ the clay be crack’d, or the liquor mothery, we 
make them take i again. A quart jar there is 
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worth fix-pence.’ Befides this prefent from the go- 
vernor, there was a captain of a jonk fent two jars 
of arack, and abundance of pine-apples, and wa- 
ter-melons. , 
Captain Read fent afhore, as a prefent to the go- 
vernor, a curious Spanifh filver-hilted rapier, an 
Englith carbine, and a gold chain, and-when the 
officer went afhore, three guns were fired. In the - 
afternoon the governor fent off the fame officer a- 
gain, to complement the captain for his civility, 
and promifed to retaliate his kindnefs before we de- 
‘parted ; but we had fuch bluftring weather after- 
ward, that no boat could come on board. 
_ We ftaid here till the 29th day, and then failed 
from hence with the wind at S. W. and pretty fair 
weather. We now directed our courfe for fome 
iflands we had chofen to go to, that lie between 
Fotania and Luconia. ‘They are laid down in our 
plots without any name, only with a figure: of 65, 
denoting the number of them. It was fuppofed by 
us, that thefe iflands had no inhabitants, becaufe 
they had not any name by our hydrographers. 
Therefore we thought to lie there fecure, and be 
pretty near the ifland Luconia, which we {till in- 
tended to vyifit. | 
In going to them we failed by the fouth weft end 
of Formola, leaving it on our larboard fide. This 
is a large ifland; the fouth end is in lat. 21d. 20m. 
and the notth end in 25 d. ro m. north lat. the lon- 
gitude of this ifle is laid down from 142d. 5 m. 
to 143 d. 16 m. reckoning eaft from the. pike of 
‘Teneriffe ; fo that it is but narrow, and the tropic 
of Cancer croffes it. It is a high and woody ifland, 
was formerly well inhabited by the Chinefe, and 
was then frequently vificed by Englifh merchants, 
there being a very good harbour ‘to fecure their 
fhips ; but fince the Tartars have conquered China, 
nO! a they 
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they have fpoiled the harbour, as I have been in-’ 
formed, to hinder the Chinefe that were then in re- 
bellion, from fortifying themfelves there, and or- 
dered the foreign merchants to come and trade on 
the main. | BR gt ail iy 
The 6th day of Auguft we arrived at the five 
iflands that we were bound to, and anchored on the 
eaft fide of the northermoft “ifland, in fifteen fa- 
thom, a cable’s length from the fhore. Here, con- 


trary to our expectation, we found abundance of — 


inhabitants in: fight’;' for ‘there’ were’ three large 
towns all within a league of the fea, and another 
larger town than any‘ of the three, ‘on the backfide 
of a fmall hill clofe by alfo,‘as' we‘ fotund afterwards. 
Thefe iflands’ lie‘ in lat: 20 d. 20 m. north lat. by 
my obfervation, for I took’ it there, and I find their 
longitude according to ‘our drafts, to be i'41 deg: 
50 m.-- Thefe iflands having no particular names 
in the drafts, fome-or other of us made ufe of ‘the 
feaman’s ‘privilege, to give ‘them what names we 
pleafed. . Three of the iflands were pretty large, the 
wettermott is the biggeft.» ‘This the Dutchmen who 
who were among us called the Prince of Orange’s 
ifland, in honour: of his -prefent miajefty. - It is a- 
bout feven or eight leagues long, and about two 
leagues wide,’ and lies‘almoft north and fouth. The 
other two great iflands are about four or five leagues 
to the eaftward of -this: - The northermoft of ‘them, 
where we firft anchored, I calléd the duke of Graf- 
ton’s-ifle, as foon as we landed‘ on it ; having mar- 
ried my-wife out of -his dutchefs’s family, and leav- 
ing her at Arlington houfe,:at my going: abroad. 
This ifle is about ‘four leagues long, and one league 
anda half-wide, ftretching north and fouth: : The 
other. great ifle our feamen called the duke of Mon- 
mouth’s ifland. ‘This is'about'a league to the fouth- 
ward of Grafton-ifle.- It is about three’ leagues 
Reh bn a! go. 5 die SBR eye at long, 
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long, and a league wide, lying as the other, Be- 


tween Monmouth and the fouth end of Orange ifle, 


there are two {mall iflands of a roundifh form, lying 
eaft and weft. The eaftermoft ifland of the two, 


our men unanimoufly called Bafhee ifland, from a_ 


liquor which we drank there plentifully every day, 
after we came to an anchor at it. The other, which 
is the {malleft of all, we called Goat ifland, from 
the great number of goats there ; and to the north: 
ward of them all, are two high rocks. 

- Orange ifland, which is the biggeft of them all, 
is not inhabited. It is high land, flat, and eyen on 
the top, with fteep cliffs againft the fea; for which 
reafon we could not go afhore there, as we did on 
I have made it my general obfervation, thar 
where the land is fenced with fteep rocks and cliffs 
againft the fea, there the fea is very deep, and fel-. 
dom affords anchor ground ; and on the other fide 
where the land falls away with a declivity into the 
fea, (altho’ the land be extraordinary high within, 
yet) there are commonly good foundings, and con- 
fequently anchoring ; and as the vifible declivity of 
the land appears near, or at the edge of the water, 
whether pretty fteep, or more floping, fo we com- 
monly find our anchor ground to be more or lefs 
deep or fteep; therefore we come nearer the fhore, 
or anchor farther off, as we fee convenient; for 
there is no coaft in the world, that I know or have 
heard of, where the land is of a continual height, 
without fome {mall valleys or declivities, which lie 
intermixt with the high land. They are the fubtid- 
ings of valleys or low lands, that make dents in 
‘the fhore and creeks, finall bays and harbours, or 
little coves, 8c. which afford good anchoring, the 
furface of the earth being there lodged deep under 
“water. Thus we find many good harbours, on fuch 
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coafts, where the land bounds the fea with fteep” 


cliffs, by reafon of the declivities, or fubfiding: ‘of 


i land between thefe cliffs ; 5 but where the declen- 


Gon from the hills: or’ cliffs, is not within land, be- 


tween hill and hill, but, as on the coaft of Chili and” 
Peru, the detlivity’? is toward the main fea, or into 
it, the coaft being perpendicular, or very fteep: | 
from the neighbouring hills, as in thofe countries: 
from the Ades, that - run along the fhore,. there is’ 


a deep fea, and few or no harbours or creeks. All 
that coaft is too fteep for anchoring, and hath the 


feweft roads fit for fhips of any coaft I know. ‘The’ 
coafts of Gallicia, Portugal, Norway, and New-- 
foundland, &c. are coats: like the Peruvian, and 


the high iflands of the Archipel aco; but yet not 
fo. fcanty of good harbours ; fae where there are 
fhort ridges of land, there are good bays at the ex- 


tremities of thofe ridges, wheré they plunge into. 


the fea; as on the coaft of Caraccas, 8c. the iand 
of Juan Fernandes and. the ifland St. Helena, &e, 
are fuch high land with deep fhore; and in general; 
the plunging of any land under water, feems to be 


in proportion to the rifing of its continuous part 


above water, more or lefs “fleep ; and it muft bea 
bottom almoft level, or very gently declining, that 
affords adod anchoring, fhips being foon driven 


from their moorings on - fteep bank ; therefore we- 


“never ftrive to anchor where we fee the land high, 
and bounding the fea with fteep cliffs ; and for this 
reafon, when we came in fight of States Mand near 
Terra del Fuego, before we entered into the foath 
feas, we did not fo much as ‘think of ‘ anchoring’ af- 
‘ter we faw what land it was, becaufe of the fleep 
cliffs which appeared againft the fea; yet’ there 
‘might be little harbours or coves for fhallops, or 
the. like, to anchor in, which we did’ not ee ‘Ot 
search after. ) | ans 
Ag 
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As high fteep cliffs bounding on the fea have this 
ill confequence, ‘that they feldom afford anchoring, 
fo they have this benefit, that we can fee them far 

off; and: fail clofe to them, withouc. danger ; for 
which reafon we call them bold fhores, whereas low 
dand, onthe contrary, is feen buta little way, and 
in many places we dare not come near it, for fear 
of running aground before we fee it. Befides, there 
are in many places fhoals'thrown out by the courfe 
of great rivers, that from the low land fall into the 
feansa ft alt hb i 
This which I have faid, that there ‘is ufually 
good anchoring near low lands, may be illuftrated by 
jeveral inftances. Thus'on the fouth fide of the Bay 
of Campeachy, there is moftly low land, and there 
alfo is good anchoring all along fhore, and in fome 
places.to the.eaftward of the town of Campeachy, 
we fhall have fo many fathom as we.are leagues off 
trom land, that is, from nine or ten leagues diftance, 
till you come within four leagues, and from thence 
to land it grows fhallower.. The bay of Honduras 
alfo is low land, and continues moftly fo, as we 
pafied along from thence to the coatft of Portobello 


and Carthagena, till we came as high as Santa ’ 


Martha, afterwards the land is low again, till you 
come towards the coaft of Caraccas, which is’a high 
coatt and bold fhore, The land about Surinam on 
_ the fame coaft is low and good anchoring, and that 
over on the coaft of Guinea is fuch alfo. And fach 
too.is the bay of Panama, where the pilot-book or- 
ders the pilot always ro found, and not to come 
within fuch a depth, be it by night or day. In the 


fame feas, from the land of Guatimala in Mexico, 


to California, there is moftly low land and good 
anchoring. In the main of Afia, the coaft of Chi- 
na, the bays Siam and Bengal, and all the coaft.of 
@oromandel, and the coaft about Malacca, and 

againft 
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againft it the ifland Sumatra, on that fide, are mofi- 
ly Jow anchoring fhores. But on the weft fide of 
Sumatra, the fhore is high and bold, fo. moft of 
the iflands lying to the eaftward of Sumatra, as the 
iflands Borneo, Celebes, Gilolo, and abundance of 
iflands of lefs note, lying fcattering up and down 
thofe feas, are low land ‘and have good anchoring — 
about them, with many fhoals fcattered to and fro_ 
among them ; but the iflands lying againft the Eaft. 
Indian ocean, efpecially the weft fides of them, are 
high land and fteep, particularly the weft parts, 
not only of Sumatra, but alfo of Java, Timor, &c. 
Particulars are endlefs, but in general, it is feldom 
but high fhores and deep waters, and on the other 
fide, low land and fhallow feas, are found toge-. 
Roe ites, A 
But to return from this digreffion, to {peak of 
the reft of thefe iflands. Monmouth and Grafton 
ifles are very hilly, with many of thofe fteep inha- 
bited precipices on them, that I fhall defcribe par- 
ticularly. “The two {mall iflands are flat and even, 
only the Bafhee ifland hath one fteep craggy hill, 
but Goat ifland is all flat and very even, “ 
The mold of thefe iflands in the valley, is black- 
ifh in fome places, but in moft red. ‘The hills are 
very rocky ; the vallies are well watered with brooks 
of frefh water, which run into the fea in many dif- 
ferent places. The foil is indifferent fruitful, efpe- 
cially in the vallies; producing pretty great plenty 
of trees (though not very big) and thick grafs. The 
fides of the’ mountains have alfo fhort grafs; and 
fome of thé mountains have mines within them, for 
the natives told us, that the yellow metal they 
fhewed us, (as I fhall {peak more particularly) came 
from thefe mountains, for when they held it up 
they pointed towardsthem. 5 pe 
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The fruit of the iflands are a few plantains, bo- 


“Manoes, “pine-apples, pumpions, fugar canes,’ &c. 

and there might be'more if the natives would, ‘for 
the ground feems’ fertile enough. “Here are great 
plenty of potatoes, ‘and yams, which is the com- 
mon food of the natives, for bread kind : ‘for thofe 
few’ plantdins’ they ‘have, are only ufed as fruit. 
They have fome cotton’ prowing: here of the {mall 
a 4 


Here are plenty of goats, and abundance of hogs, 


Bile few fowls; either wild or tame. For this I have 


always obferved’ in my ‘travels, both in the Faft 


and ‘Welt Indies, that in thofe places where there _ 


is plenty of grain, that is, of rice in one, and maize 
in the other, there are alfo found great abundance 
of fowls, but on the contrary, few? fowls in thofe 
countries where the irhabitarits feed on fruits and 
roots only.’ The’ few wild fowls that are here, are 
parakeetes, and fome other {mall birds. Their tame 
fowl are only’a few cocks and hens. 
Monmouth and Grafton iflands are very thick in- 
habited: and’ Bathee ifland hath one town on it. 
The natives ‘of ‘thefe’ iflands are fhort fquat people 
they are generally round vifaged, with low fore- 
heads, ‘and thick eye-brows,’ theireyes of a hazel 
colour, and fmall, yet bigger than the Chinefe, 
fhort' low ‘nofés, and their lips and mouths mid- 
dle proportioned. “Their teeth are white, their hair 
is black, thick, and lank, which they wear but 
fhort, it will jutt cover their ears, and fo it is cut 
round very even. Their fkins are of a very dark 
Copper SY Se ae aallareh As al 

‘They ‘wear no hat, cap, nor avait nor any 
thing to keep off the fun. ' The men for the moft 
part ‘have only ‘a fmall ‘clout to cover their naked- 
-nefs, ‘forne of them have jackets made of plantain 
wakes which were as rough as any bear’s fkin ; I 
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never faw fuch rugged things. The women have 


a fhort petticoat made of cotton, which comes a, 
little below their knees. It is a thick fort of ftub- 


‘born cloth, which they make themfelves of their 
cotton. Both men and women wear large ear-rings, 
made of that yellow metal before mentioned. ‘Whe- 
ther it were gold or no I cannot pofitively fay: I 
took it to be fo, it was heavy, and of the colour of 
our paler gold. I would fain have brought away 
fome to have fatished my curiofity; but 1 had no- 
thing wherewith to buy any. Captain Read bought 
two of thefe rings with fome iron, of which the pea- 
ple are very fond; and he would haye bought more, 
thinking he was come to a very fair market, but 
that the palene{s of the metal made him and his 
crew diftruft its being right gold. . For my part, I 
fhould have ventured on the purchafe of fome, but 
having no property in the iron, of which we had 
great {tore on board, fent from England, by the 
merchants along with captain Swan, I durit not 
barter it away. : yt ae 
_Thefe rings, when firft polifhed, look very glo- 
rioufly, but time makes them fade, and turn to a 
pale yellow; then they make a foft pafte of red 
earth, and fmearing it over their rings, they caft 
them into a quick fire, where they remain til they 
be red hot; then they take them out and cool them 
in water, and rub off the pafte, and they look a- 
gain of a glorious colour and luftre. 
-.Thefe people make but {mall low houfes. The 
fides, which are made of {mall pofts, watled with 
boughs, are not above four feet and an half high. 
They have a fire place at one end of their houtes, 
‘and boards placed on the ground to lie on. They 
inhabit together in fmall villages, built on the fides 
and tops of rocky hills, three'or,four rows of houfes 
one above another, and on fuch fteep precipices, that 


they 
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they go up to the firft row with a wooden ladder, 
and fo with a‘ladder {till from every ftory up to that 
above me enere! being no way to afcend. The plain 
on the firft precipice may be fo wide, as to have 
- room both for a row of houfes that ftand all alone 
on the edge or: brink of it, and a very narrow ftreet 


. running along before their doors, between the row 


of bbuies abe the foot of the next precipice, the 
plain of which ts in’ a manner level to the tops of 
the houfes below, and fo for the reft. The com- 
mon ladder to each row or {treet comes up at a nar- 
row paflage left purpofely about the middle of ir; 
and the {treet being bounded with a pecipice alfo at 
each end, it is but. drawing up the ladder, if the 
be affaulted, and then there is Wo coming at them 
from below, but by climbing up as againit a. per- 
pendicular wall; and that they may not be-affaulted 
from above, they take care to build on the fide of 
fuch a hill, whofe backfide hangs over the fea, or 
is fome high, fteep, perpendicul: ar precipice, alto- 
gether in acceffible. ‘Thefe precipices are natural, 
for the rocks feem too hard to work on,. nor is. 
there any fign that art hath been employed about 
them. On” Bathee ifland there is one fuch, and 
built upon, with its back next the fea. Gait 
and Monmouth ifles’ are very” thick fet with thefe 
hills and towns; and the natives, whether for fear 
of pirates, or foreign enemies, or factions among 
their own clans, care not for building ‘but in thele 
fafinefles ; which I take to be the Toi that Orange 
ifle, though the largeft, and as fertile as any, yet 
being level, and éxpoted; Kath no inhabicants. 1 
never faw the like precipices and towns. 


 Thefe people are pretty ingenious alfo in build. 


ing boats. ‘Their {mall boats are much. likeour 
Deal yawls, bur not fo big; and they build with 
vety narrow-plank, pinn’d with wooden pins, ard 

fome 
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fome nails. They have alfo fome pretty large boats, 
which will carry forty or fifty men. ‘Thefe they 
row with twelve or fourteen oars of a fide. They 
are built much like the {mall ones, and they row 
double banked ; that is, two men fitting on one . 
bench, but one rowing on one fide, and the other 
on the other fide of the boat. They underftand 
the ufe of iron, and work it themfelves. Their 
bellows are like thofe at Mindanao 
The common employment for the men is fifhing, 
but I never faw them catch much; whether it is 
more plenty at other times of the year I know not. 
-The women manage their plantations... a 
I never faw them kill any of their goats or hogs 
for themfelves, yet they would beg the panches of 
the goats that they themfelves fold to us; and if 
any of our furly feamen heaved them into the fea, 
they would take them up again and the fkins of the 
goats allo. They would not meddle with hogs- 
cuts, if our men threw away any befides what they 
made chitterlings and faufages of. The goat-fkins 
thefe people would carry afhore, and making a fire 
they would finge off all the hair, and afterwards Jet 
the fkin lie and parch on the coals, till they thought 
it eatable ; and then they would gnaw it, and tear 
it. in pieces with their teeth, and at laft {wallow it. 
The paunches of the goats would make them an 
excellent dith ; they drefied it in this manner. They 
would turn out all the chopt grafs and crudities 
found in the maw into their pots, and fet it over 
the fire; and ftir it about often: this would fmoak 
and puff, and heave up as it were boiling; wind 
‘breaking out of the ferment, and making a very 
favory ttink. While this was doing, if they had 
any fifh, as commonly they had two or three {mall 
fifh, thefe they would make very clean (as hating 
naftinels belike) and cut the flefh from the bone, 
3 . then 
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then mince the flefh as {mall as poffibly they could, 
and when that in the pot was well boiled, they 
would take it up, and ftrewing a little fale into ir, 
they would eat it, mixed with their raw minced 
fiefh. The dung in the maw would look like fo 
much boiled herbs minced very {mall, and they 
took up their mefs with their fingers, as the Moors 
do their pilaw, ufing no fpoons. | 

They had another difh made of a fort of locufts, 
whofe bodies were about an inch and an half long, 
and as thick as the top of one’s little finger, with 
large thin wings, and long and fmall legs. At 
this time of the year thefe creature came in great 
{warms to devour their potatoe-leaves, and other 
herbs ; and the natives would go out with fmall 
hets, and take a quart at one {weep.. When they 
had enough, they would carry them home, and 
parch them over the fire in an earthen pan, and 
then their wings and legs would fall off, and their 
heads and backs would turn red like boiled fhrimps, 
being before brownifh. Their bodies being full, 
would eat very moift, their heads would crackle in 
ones teeth. I did once eat of this difh, and liked 
it well enough: but their other difh my ftomach 
would not take. | 
_ Their common drink is water; as it is of all 
other Indians ; befides which they make a fort of 
drink with the juice of the fugar-cane, which they 
boi!, and put fome fmall black fort of berries a- 
mong it. When it is well boiled, they put it into 
great jars, and* let it ftand three or four days to 
work, Then it fettles, and becomes clear, and is 
prefently fit to drink. This is an excellent liquor, 
and very much like Englifh beer, both in colour 
and tafte. It is very ftrong, and I do believe very 


wholefome ; for our men, who drank brifkly of it 


all day for feveral weeks, were frequently drunk 
| with 


» , 
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with it, and ever fick after itr. The natives 
brought a vat deal of it every day t6 thofe on board 
and afhores for fome of our men were afhore at 
work:on Bathee ifland ; which ifland they gave that 
name to from their drinking this liquor there ; that 


‘being the:nathe which the natives call’d this liquor 


by ; and as they fold it to our men very cheap; fo 


they did not fpare to drink it as freely. And indeed 


from the plenty of this liquor, arid their’plentiful 
ufe of it, our men called alt thefe iflands, the Ba- 
fhee iflands. 

What language thefe dadile fpeak I ‘teil hot, 


for it had no ) affinity i in found to the Chinefe, which. 


4s fpoken much through the teeth; nor yet to the 


Malayan language. v hey called the! metal that’ 
their ear-rings were made of. bullawan, which is 
the Mindanao word for gold; therefore probably - 


they may be related to the Philippine Indians: for 
that is the general name for gold among all thoft 


Indians. “I could not learn from whence they have — 
cheir iron: bur it is moft likely they go in their 
oreat boats to the north end of Luconia, at trade 
its the Indians of that ifland for it. Neither did I 


fee any thing befides iron, and pieces of buffaloes 


hides, whichis I could judge that they bought ae 


ftrangers : their. cloths were of their own growch 
and manufacture, : 


Thefe men had wooden lancés, san a fay lance$ _ 


headed with iron; which are a ll ‘the weapons they 
have. Their armour is a piece of buffaloe-hide, 
fhaped like our carters frocks, beina without fleeves, 
and fowed both fides together, with holes for the 
head and’the arms to come forth. This buff-coat 
reaches down to: their knees: it is clofe about their 
fhioulders,” but below it is three feet wide,” and: as 
thi asa aaa SEW EER, TRA A ke ae 
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1 could never perceive them to worfhip any 
thing, neither had they any idols : neither did they 


feem to obferve any one day more than other. I 


could never perceive that one man was of greater 


‘ power thari another ; but they feerned to be all 


equal: only every man ruling in his own houfe, 


and the children refpecting and honouring their 


parents. NA 3 

Yet ’tis probable that they have fome law, or 
cuftom, by which they are governed : for while 
we lay here, we faw a young man buried alive in 
the earth ; and it was for thett, as far as we could 
underitand from them. There was a great deep 
hole dug, and abundance of people caine to the 
place to take their laft farewel of him: among the 
reft, there was one woman who miade great lamen- 
tation, and took off the coridemned perfons ear-rings. 


We fuppofed her to be his mother. After he had 


taken his leave of her and fome others, he was put _ 


into the pit, and covered over with earth. He did 


not ftruggle, but yielded very quietly to his punifh- 


ment : and they crammed the earth clofe upon him, 
and ftifled him, © Rae 

They have but one wife, with whor they live 
and agree very well; and their children live very 
obediently under them. The boys go out a fifh- 
ing with their fathers, and the girls live at home 
with their mothers : and when the girls are grown 
pretty itrong, they fend them to their plantations, 
to dig yams and potatoes; of which they bring 
home on their heads every day, enough to ferve the 
whole family ; for they have no rice nor maize. 
__ Their plantations are in the vallies, at a good 
diftance from their houfes, where every man has a 
certain fpot of land, which is properly his own. 
This he manages as himfelf for his own ufe, and 
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ee cough, that he may not be beholding to 


is neighbour. 


Notwithftanding the feeming naftinefs of their _ 
dith of goats maw, they are in their perfons a very 4 
neat cleanly people, both men and women: And =~ 
they are withal the quieteft and civileft people that 4 

_JYever met with. Icould never perceive them to 
be anery with one another. I have admired to fee 
twenty or thirty boats on board our fhip at a time, 
and yet no difference among them ; but all civil 
and quiet, endeavouring to help each other on oc- 
cafion : no noife, nor appearance of diftafte ; and 
although fometimes crofs accidents would happen, 
which might have fet other men together by the 
ears, yet they were not moved by them. Some- 
‘times they will alfo drink freely, and warm them, 
felves with their drink, yet neither then could ! 
ever perceive them out of humour. They arenot =~ 
only thus civil among themfelves, but very oblig- 
ing and kind to ftranger; nor were their children 
rude to us, as is ufual. Indeed the women, when 
‘we came to their houfes, would modeftly beg any 
rags, or fmall pieces of cloth, to fwaddle their 
young ones in, holding out their children tous; 
and begging is ufual among all thefe wild nations. ' 


Zing: nee. ete 


Yet neither did they beg fo importunely as in other 
places, nor did the men ever beg any thing at all. 
Neither, except once at the firft time that we came 
‘to an anchor, (as I fhall relate) did they fteal any 
thing, but deal juftly, and with great fincerity with : 
us ; and make us very welcome to their houfes with 
Bafhee drink. If they had none of this liquor them- 
felves, they would buy a jar of drink of their neigh- 
‘bours, and fit down with us; for we could feethem 
go and give a piece or two of their gold for fome 
jars of Bafhee. And indeed among wild Indians, 
as thefe feem to be, I wondered to fee buying and 
felling, 
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felling, which is not fo ufual, nor to converfe fo 
freely, as to go on board ftranger’s fhips with fo 
little caution: yet their own fimall trading may have 
brought them to this. At thefe entertainments, 
they and their family, wife and children drank out 
of {mall callabafhes ; and when by themfelves, they 
drink about from one to another, but when any of 
us came among them, then they would always 
drink to one of us. 
They have no fort of coin; but they have fmall 
crumbs of the metal before defcribed, which they 
bind up very fafe in plantain leaves, or the like. 
This metal they exchange for what they want, giv- 
ing a {mall quantity of it, about two or three grains, 
for a jar of drink, that would hold five or fix gal- 
lons. They have no fcales, but give it by guefs. 
‘Thus much in general. 
_ To proceed therefore with our affairs, I have 
faid before, that we anchored here the 6th day of 
Auguft. While we were furling our fails, there 
came near one hundred boats of the natives aboard, 
with three or four men in each; fo that our deck 
was full of men. We were at firft afraid of them, 
and therefore got up twenty or thirty fmall arms 
On our poop, and kept three or four men as centi- 
nels, with their guns in their hands, ready to fire 
on them if they had offered to moleft us, But 
they were pretty quiet, only they pick’d up fuch 
old iron as they tound on our deck, and they allo 
‘took out our pump-bolts, and linch-pins out of 
the carriages of our guns, before we perceived 
them. At laft, one of our men perceived them 
very bufy getting out one of our linch pins, and 
took hold of the fellow who immediately bawl’d 
out, and all the reft prefently leap’d overboard, 
fome into their boats, others into the fea, and all 
made away for the fhore. Buy when we perceived 
ah H 2 their 
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their fright, we made much of him that was it 


hold, who ftood trembling all the while ; and at 
laft we gave him a {mall piece of iron, with which 
he immediately leap’d overboard, and fwam to his 
conforts, who hovered about our fhip to fee the 
iffue. Then we beckoned to them to come on 


board again, being very loth to lofe a commerce 


with them. Some of the boats came on board a- 
gain, and they were always very honeft and civil 
afterwards. — | : a 
We prefently after this fent a canoe afhore, to fee 
their manner of living, and what provifion they 
had: the canoe’s crew were made very welcome 
with bafhee drink, and faw abundance of hogs, 
fome of which they bought, and returned on board.. 
After this the natives brought on board both hogs: 
and goats to us in their own boats ; and every day 
‘we fhould have fifteen or twenty hogs and goats in 
‘boats on board by our fide. Thefe we bought for 
a {mall matter; we could buy a good fat goat for 
an old iron hoop, and a hog of feventy or eighty 


pourids weight for two or three pounds of iron. 


Their drink alfo they brought off in jars, which 
we bought for old nails, fpikes, and leaden bullets. 
Befide the forementioned commodities, they brought 
on board great quantities of yams and potatoes, 
which we purchafed for nails, fpikes, or bullets. 
It was one man’s work to be all day cutting out 
bars of iron into fmall pieces with a cold chiffel ; 
and thefe were for the great purchafes, of hogs and 
goats, which they would not fell for nails, as their 
Srink and roots. We never let them know what 
ftore we have, that they may value it the more. 
Every morning, as foon as it was light, they would 
thus come on board with their commodities, which 


A 


we bought as we had occafion. We commonly fur- — 


nifhed ourfelves with as many coats and roots as 
) ferved 
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ferved us all the day, and their hogs we bought i in 


: large quantities, as we thought convenient ; for we 
falted them. Their hogs were very fweet ; but [ 
never faw fo many meazied ones. 

We filled all our water at a curious brook clofe 
by us in Grafton’s ifle, where we firit anchored. 
We ftaid there about three or tour days, before we 
went to other iflands. We failed to the fouthward, 
paffing on the eaft fide of Grafton ifland, and then 
through, between that and Monmouth ifland ; but 
we fade no anchoring till we came to the Ohi 
end of Monmouth ifland, and there we ftopped 
during one tide. The tide runs very ftrong here, 
and fometimes makes a fhort chopping fea. Its 
courfe amoneft thefe: iflands is fouth by eaft, and 

north by welt. The flood fets to the north, and 
ebb to the fouth, and it rifes and falls eight feet. 

When we went from hence, we coafted about 
two leagues to the fouthward, on the welt fide of 
‘Monmouth ifland ; and finding no anchor eround, 
we flood over to Reine ifland, and came to an an- 
chor on the north eaft part of it, againtt a {mall 
fandy bay, in feven fathom clean hard fand, and 
about a quarter of a mile from the fhore. Here is 
a pretty wide channel between thefe two iflands, and 
anchoring all over it. The depth of water is twelve, 
fourteen, | and fixteer fathoms, 


We prefently built a tent afhore, to mend our 


fails in, and ftaid all the reft of our time here, viz. 

from the 13th day of Auguft ‘till the 26th day of 
September. © In which time we mended our fails, 
and ferubbed our fhip’s bottom very well; and 
every day fomé of us went to their’ towns, and: 
were Kindly entertained by them. Their boats alfo 
came on board with their merchandife to fell, and 
lay on board all day ; ; and if we did not take it off 


H 3 their ' 
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their hands one day, they would bring the fame a- 


gain the next. — n 

We had yet the winds at S. W. and fouth fouth 
weft moftly fair weather. In October we expected 
the winds to fhifc to the N. E. and therefore we 
_ provided to fail (as foon as the eaftern monfoon was 
fettled) to cruize off of Manila. Accordingly we 
provided a ftock of provifion. We falted feventy 
or eighty good fat hogs, and bought yams and po- 
tatoes good ftore to eat at fea. 

About the 24th day of September, the winds 
fhifted about to the Eaft, and from thence to the 
N. E. fine fair weather. The 25th it came at N. 
and began to grow frefh, and the fky began to be 
clouded, and the wind frefhened on us. 


Ac twelve o'clock at night it blew a very fierce : 
ftorm. We were then riding with our beft bower 
a head, and though our yards and top-maft were 


down, yet we drove. This obliged us to let go our 
fheet anchor, veering out a good {cope of cable, 
which ftopped us till ten or eleven o’clock the next 
day. Then the wind came on fo fierce, that fhe 
drove again, with both anchors ahead.. The wind 
was now at N. by W. and we kept driving till three 


or four o’clock in the afternoon ; and it was well 


for us that there were no iflands, rocks or {ands in 
our way, for if there had, we muit have been dri- 
ven wpon them. We ufed our utmoft endeavours 
to ftop here, being loath to go to fea, becaufe we 
had fix of our men afhore, who could not now get 
off. At laft we were driven out into deep water, 
and then it was in vain to wait any longer: There- 
fore we hove in our fheet cable, and got up our 


fheet anchor, and cut away our beft bower, for to. 


have heav’d her up then would have gone near to 


have foundered us) and fo put to fea, We had» 


veryviolent weather the night enfuing, with very 
gh hard 
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hard rain, and we were forced to fcud with our bare 
poles till three o’clock in the morning. Then the 
wind flackened, and we brought our fhip to, under 
a mizen, and lay with our head to the weftward. 
The 27th day the wind abated much, but it rained 
very hard all day, and the night enfuing. The 
28th day the wind came about to the north eaft, 
and it cleared up, and blew a hard gale, but it ftood 
not there, for it thifted about to the eaftward, thence 
to the fouth eaft, then to the fouth, and at laft 
fettled at fouth weft, and then we had a moderate 
gale and fair weather, : 

_ It was the 29th day when the wind came to the 
fouthweft. Then we made all the fail we could 
for the ifland again. The 3oth day we had the 
wind at weft, and faw the iflands ; but could not 
get in before night. Therefore we ftood off to the 


-fauthward till two o’clock in the morning; then we | 


tacked, and ftood in all the morning, and about 
twelve o’clock, the firfi day of Oétober, we anchor- 
ed again at the place from whence we were driven. 
Then our fix men were brought on board by the 
natives, to whom we gave three whole bars of iron, 
for their kindnefs and civility, which was an extra- 
ordinary prefent.to them. Mr. Robert Hall, was 
one of the men that was left afhore. I fhall fpeak 
more of him hereafter. He and the reft of them 
told me, that after the fhip was out of fight, the 
natives began to be more kind to them than they 
had been before, and perfuaded them to cut their 
hair fhort, as theirs was, offering to each of them 
if they would do it, a young woman to wife, and 
a {mall hatchet, and other iron utenfils, fit for a 
planter, in dowry ; and withal fhewed them a piece 
of land for them to manage. They were courted 
thus by feveral of the town where they then were : 
but they took up their head quarters at the bone of 
4 im 
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him with whom they firft went afhore. “When the 
fhip appeared in fight again, then they importun- 
ed them for fome iron, which is the chief thing that 
they covet, even above their ear-rings. We might 
have bought all their ear-rings, or other gold they 
had, with our iron bars, had we been affured of its 
-goodnefs: and yet when it was touched, and com- 
pared with other gold, we could not difcern any 
difference, though it looked fo pale in the lump: 


but the jeeing them polith it fo oftea, was a new 
difcouragement. PRR eo amano GP 6!) 
This lait ttorm put our men quite of heart : for 
although it was not altogether fo herce as that which 
we were in on the coaft of China, which was ftill 
freth in memory, yet it wicught more powcriully, 
and frighted them trom their defign of cruifing be- 
fore Manila, fearing another ftorm there. Now 
every man wifhed himfelt at home, as they had 
done an hundred timcs before ; but captain Read, 
and captain Teat the mafter, perfuaded them to 
eo towards Cape Comorin, and then they would 
tell them more of their minds, intending doubtlefs 
to cruize in the Red Sea, and they eafily prevailed 
with thetcrew, alin ve. > Whe agate ie ee 
The eaftern monfoon was now at hand, and the 
beft way had been to go through the ftreights of 
Malacca: but captain Teat faid ‘it was dangerous, 
by reafon of many iflands and fhoals there, with 
which none of us were acquainted. Therefore he 
thought it beft to go round on the eaft fide of all 
the Philippine iflands, and fo keeping fouth towards 
the Spice iflands, to pafs out into the Eaft Indian 
ocean about the ifland Timor, 
This fecmed to be a very tedious way about, and 
as dangerous altogether for fhoals; but not for 
meeting with Englifh or Dutch fhips, which was 
their greatelt fear. I was well enough fatisfied, 
mere any hi Te Teen SO 
: = 
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knowing that the farther we went, the more know- 


ledge and experience I fhould get, which was the 
main thing that I regarded ; and fhould alfo have the 
more variety of places to attempt an efcape from 
them, being fully relolved to take the firft oppor- 
tunity of giving them the flip. 


Crea. Peo x IT: 


They depart Fam the Bafbee iflands, and coapting G- 
long ‘Luconia, Mindanao, and other of the Philip- 
pines, touching at the ifle Celebes and Bouton, hig 

arrive at New Holland, 


‘HE third day of Odtober, 1687, we failed 
from thefe iflands, ftanding to the fouthward, 
intending to fail through among the ipice iflands. 
We had’ fair weather, yah the and at weft. We 


firft fteered S. S. W. and pafled clofe by certain 


fmall iflands that lie juft by the north end of the 
ifland Luconia. We lett them all on the weft of 
us, and paft on the eaft fide of it, and the reft of 


the Phil ippine iflands, coatting to the fouthward. 


The north eaft end of the ifland Luconia appears 
to be good champaign land, of an indifferent height, 
plain and even for many leagues; only it has fome 
pretty high hills ttanding upright by themfielves in 
thefe plains : but no ridges of hills, or chains of 

n0uNtains joining one to another. The land on 
this fide feems to be moft favannah, or pafture; 
the S. E. part is more mountainous and woody. | 

Leaving the iftand Luconia, and with it our gol- 
den projects, we failed fouthward, paffing on the 
eaft fide of the reft of the Philippine iflands. Thete 
appears to be more mountainous, and lefs woody, 
till we came in fight of the ifland St. John; the 
firft of that name y mentioned: the other I {pake 


of on the coaft of China, This I have already de- 


{cribed 
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{cribed to be a very woody ifland. Here the wind 
coming foutherly, forced us to keep farther from 
the iflands. 

The 14th day of Odtober we came clofe by a 
fmall low woody ifland, that lieth eaft from the 
fouth eaft end of Mindanao, diftant from it about 
twenty leagues. Ido not find it fet down in any 
fea chart. ii a 

The 15th day we had the wind at north eaft, and 
we fteered weft tor the ifland Mindanao, and arrived 
at the fouth eaft end again on the 16th day. There 
‘we went in and anchored between two {mall iflands, 
which lie in about 5 d. 10 m, north latitude. I 
mentioned them when we firft came on this coaft. 
Here we found a fine fmall cove, on the north 
welt end of the eaftermoft ifland, fit to careen in, 
or hale afhore: fo we went in there, and preiently 
unrigged our fhip, and provided to hale our fhip 
afhore, to clean her bottom. Thefe iflands are a- 
bout three. or four leagues from the ifland Min- 
danao: they are about four or five leagues in cir- 
cumference, and of a pretty good height. The 
mold is black and deep ; and there are twolmal 
brooks of frefh water. 

They are both plentifully ache with great high 
trees: therefore our carpenters were fent afhore t to. 
cut down fome of them for our ufe ; for here they 
made a new boltfprit, which we fet here alfo, our 
old one being very faulty. They made a new fore- 
yard too, and a fore- -top-maft: and our pumps be- 
ing faulty, and not ferviceable, they cut a tree to 
make apump. They firft fquared it, then fawed 
it in the middle, and then hollowed each fide ex- 
aétly to the making a tight cylinder for the pump- 
box, being unaccutomed to fuch work. We learn- 
ed this way of pump-making from the Spaniards; 


who make the pumps they ute in their fhips in the 
, fouth 


| 
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fouth feas after this manner: and I am confident 
that there are no better hand-pumps in the world 
than they have. 

While we lay here, the young prince that I men- 
tioned in chapter 20th, came on board. He un- 


_derftanding that we were bound farther to the fouth- 


watd, defired us to tranfport him and his men to 
his own ifland. He fhewed it to us-in our draft, and 
told us the name of it: which we put down in our 
draft, for ic was not named there: but I quite for- 
got to put it into my journal. sy 

This man told us, that not above fix days before 
this, he faw captain Swan, and feveral of his men 
that we left there, and named the names of fome of 
them, who, he faid were all well, and that now 


they were at the city of Mindanao: but that they. 


had been all of them out with Raja Laut, fighting 
under him in his wars again{t his enemies the Al- 
foores: and that moft of them fought with un- 
daunted courage ; for which they were highly ho- 
noured and efteemed, as well by the fultan, as by 
the general, Raja Laut: that now captain Swan in- 
tended to go with his men to fort St. George, and 
that in order thereto, he had proffered forty ounces 
of gold for a thip; but the owner and he were 
not yet agreed: and that he feared that the fultan 
would not Jet him go away till the wars were end- 
ed. | 
All this the prince told usin the Malayan tongue, 
which many of us had learned ; and when he went 
away he promifed to return to us again in three days 
time, and fo long captain Read promifed to ftay 
for him (for we had now almoft finithed our bufi- 
nefs) and he feemed very glad of the opportunity 
of going with us. 
After this 1 endeavoured to perfuade our men, 
to return with the fhip to the river of Mindanao, 
| | and 
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and offer their fervice again to captain Swan. J] 
took an opportunity when. they were filling of wa- 
ter, there being then half the fhips company afhore: 
and [ found thele all very willing to doit. I defir- 
ed them to fay nothing, till I had tried the minds 
of the other half, oii I intended to do the next 
day ; it being their curn to fill water then: but one 
of thefe men, who feemed moft forward to invite 
back captain Swan, told captain Read and captain 
Teat of the project, and they prefently diffwaded 
the men from any fuch defigns. Yet fearing the 
wortt, they made all poffible hafte to be gone. 

I have fince been informed, that captain Swan 
and his men ftaid there a great while afterwards : 
and that many of the men got paffage from thence 
in Dutch floops to Ternate, particularly Mr. Rofy, 
and Mr. Nelly. There they remained a great while, 
and at laft got to Batavia (where the Dutch took 
their journals from them) and fo to Europe ; and 
that fome of captain Swan’s men died at Mindanao, 
of which number Mr. Harthope, and Mr. Smith, 
captain Swan’s merchants were two, At lait cap- 
tain Swan and his furgeon going in a {mall canoe 
on board of a Dutch thip then in the road, in or- 
der to get a paflage to Europe, were overfet by the 
natives ar the mouth of the river ; ; who waited their. 
coming purpofely to do it, but fufpected by them : 
where they both were killed in the water. Ths 
was done by the general’s order, as fome think, 
get his gold, which he immediately feized on. O. 
thers fay, it was becaufe the general’s houfe was 
burnt a little before, and captain Swan’ was fufpect- | 
ed to be the author of it; and others fay, that it 
was captain Swan’s threats ‘Becaoned his own ruins, 

for he would often fay paffionately, that he had 
been abufed by the general, and that he would have. 
fatisfaction for it; laying alfo that now he was well 

a eMSs 
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acquainted with their rivers, and knew how to come, 
in at any time, that he alfo knew their manner of 
fichting, and the weaknefs of their country ; and 
ae he would go away, and get a band of men. 
to afiift him, and return thither again, he would {poil 
and take all that they had, ‘and their country too. 
When the general has been informed of thele dif- 

courles, he oan fay, what, is captain Swan made 
of iron, and able to refift. a whole kingdom ? or 
does he think that we are afraid of him, that he 
{peaks thus? yet did he never touch him, till now 
the Mindanaians killed him. It is very probable 
there might be fomewhat of truth in all this; for 
the captain was paffionate, and the general greedy 
of gold. But whatever was the occalion, fo he was 
killed, as feveral has affured me, and his gold feiz- 


ed on, and all his things; and his journal alio 
from England, as far as Cape Corientes on the 
coait of Mexico. This journal was afterwards fent 


away from thence by Mr. Moody (who was there 
both a little before and a little after the murder) 
and he fent it to England by Mr. Goddard, chief 
mate of the Defence. 

But to our purpofe ; feeing I could not shee 
them to goto captain Swan again, I had a great 
defire to ‘have had the Prince’s company : but ¢ cap-' 


tain Read was afraid to let his fickle crew lie long. 


_ That very day that the prince had promifed to re- 


turn to us, which was November 2d, 1687, we 
failed eee, directing, our courfe fouth weft, and 
having the wind at N. W. | 
_ This wind continued till we came in fioht of ‘ae 
ifland Celebes; then it veered about to he welt 
and to the Pvewata of the weft. We came up 
with the north eaft end of the ifland Celebes the 
ninth day, and there we found the current fetting 
, 1Q- 
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to the weftward fo ftrongly, that we could hardly 
get on the ealt fide of that ifland. is 
- The ifland Celebes is a very large ifland, extend- 
ed length from north to fouths about feven degrees 
of latitude, and in breadth it is about three degrees. 
It lies under the equator, the north end being in 
lat. 1d. 30 m. north, and the fouth end in lat. 
54. 30 m. fouth, and by common account the 
north point in the bulk of this ifland, lies neareft 
north and fouth, but at the north eaft end there 
runs Out 2 long narrow point, itretching north eait, 
about thirty leagues; and about thirty leagues to_ 
the eaftward of this long flip, is the ifland Gilolo, — 
on the weft fide of which are four fma!l iflands, clofe 
by it, which are very well ftored with cloves. The 
two chief towns are Ternate and Tidore; and as 
the ifle of Ceylon is reckoned the only place for 
‘Cinamon, and that of Banda for nutmegs, fo thefe 
are thought by fome to be the only clove iflands 
in the world; but this is a great error, as I have 
already fhewn. | 
At the fouth end of the ifland of Celebes, there 
is a fea or gulph, .of about feven or eight leagues _ 
wide, and forty or fifty long, which runs up the © 
country almoft directly to the north; and this 
gulph hath feveral {mall iflands along the mid- 
dle of it. On the weft fide of the ifland, almoft at 
the fouth end of it, the town of Macaffer is feated. 
A town of great ftrength and trade, belonging to 
the Dutch. ' | | 
There are great inlets and lakes on the eaft fide 
of the ifland; as alfo abundance of {mall iflands, 
and fhoals lying {cattered about it. We faw a high 
peeked hill at the north end: but the land on the 
eaft fide is low all along ; for we cruifed almoft the 
Jength of it. The mold on this fide is black and 
deep, and extraordinary fat and rich, and full of 
trees: 
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trees: and there are many brooks of water run out 
into the fea. Indeed all this eaft fide of the ifland 
feems to be but one large grove ot extraordinary 
great high trees. 
Having with much ado got on this eaft fide, 
‘coafting along to the fouthward, and yet having 
but little wind, ‘and even that little acainft us, at 
(52.5. W...and fonerines calm, we were a long time 
going about the ifland. | 

The 22d day we were in lat. 1 d. 20 m. fouth, 


and being about three leagues from the ifland ftand- 


ing to the fouthward, with a very gentle land wind, 
about two or three o’clock in the morning. we heard 
a clafhing in the water, like boats rowing: and 
fearing fome fudden attack, we got up all our arms, 

and ftood ready to defend ourfelves. As foon as 
it was day, we faw a great proe, built like the Min- 
danaian proes, with about fixty men inher, and fix 
{maller proes. They lay ftill about a mile to wind- 
ward of us, to view us; and probably defigned to 
make a prey of us, when they firft came out: but 
they were now afraid to venture on us. 

At laft we fhewed them Dutch colours, thinking 
thereby to allure them to come to us ; for we could 
not go to them: but they prefently rowed in to- 
wards the ifland, and went into a large opening 
and we faw them no more, nor did we ever fee any 
other boats or men, but only one fifhing canoe, 


while we were about this ifland; neither did we fee - 


any houfe on all the coaft. 


_ About five or fix leagues to the fouth of this 


place, there is a great range of both large and {mall 
iflands ; and many fhoals alfo that are not laid down 
in our drafts; which made it extremely trouble- 
fome for us to get through. But we paft between 
them all and the ifland Celebes, and anchored a- 
gaint a fandy bay in eight fathom fandy ground, 

about 


a20 ©The Vovaces and ApvEntureES of 


about half a mile from the main ifland : being ther 


in'‘lat. 1 d. 50 m. fouth. 


Here we ftaid feveral days, and fent out our ca-_ 
noes a ftriking of curtle every day ; for here is great — 


plenty of them, but they were. very fhy, as ‘they’ 


were generally where-ever we found them in the | 
Fait tadia feas; 1 know not the reafon of it, un- 
lefs the natives go very much a ftriking here: for 
even in the Welt Indies they are fhy in “places that 


‘are much difturbed': and yet on New Holland we 
found them fhy, as I shall relate ; though the na- 
tives there do not moleft them. 


On the thoals without us we went and Satherie a 
fhell-fifh at low water. There were a aionitrouse 
fort of cockies; the meat of one of them would 
fuffice. feven or eight mens; and was very good 
wholefome meat. We alfo beat about in the woods | 
on the ifland, but found no game. One of our men, 
who was always troubled wih fore legs, found acer- 
tain vine that fupported itfelf by clinging about: 


‘other trees. The leaves reached fix or fete feet 
high, but the rings or branches eleven or twelve. 
It had a very green leaf, pretty broad and roundifh, 


and of a thick fubftance. Thefe leaves pounded: 
fmal! and boiled with hogs lard, make an excellent 


falve. Our men knowing the virtues of it, ftock- 
ed themfeives here ; there’ was fcarce a man in the 
fhip but got a pound or two of it, efpecially fuch 


as were troub! led with old ulcers, who found reat. 


benefit by it. This man that difcovered thete leaves 


here had his fir! knowledge of them in the Ifthmus £. 


of Darien, having had ie receipt from one of. the <7 a 
Indians there : afd he had been afhore in divers 
places fince, purpofel ly to feek:thefe leaves, but ne- 
ver found any but here. Among the many valk 9 © 
trees hereabouts, there was one exceeded all the reite 
This captain Read caufed to be cut down, in order 
to ug 
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to make a canoe, having loft our boats, all but 
one fmall one, in the late ftorms ; fo fix lufty men, 
who had been Iogwood cutters in the bays of Cam- 
peachy and Honduras (as captain Read himfelf, 
and many more of us had) and were very expert at 
this work, undertook to fell it, taking their turns, 
three always cutting together; and they were one 
whole day, and half the next, before they got it 
down. ‘This tree, though it grew in a wood, was 
yet eighteen feet in circumference, and torty-four 

feet of clean body, without knot or branch: and 

even there it had no more than one or two branches, 
and then ran clean again ten feet higher; there it 
fpreads itfelf into many great limbs ‘and branches, 

like an oak, very green and flourifhing: yet it was 
perifhed at the heart, which marred it for the fer-. 
vice intended. 

So leaving it, and having no more bufinefs eee! 
we weighed, and went from hence the next day, 
being the 29th. day of November. While we lay 
here we had fome tornadoes, one or two every day, 
and pretty frefh land winds which were at weft. 
The fea breezes were {mall and uncertain, fome- 
times out of the north eaft, and fo veering about to 
the eaft and fouth eaft. We had the wind at north 
eaft when we weighed, and we iteered off S. S. W. 
In the afternoon we faw a fhoal a-head of us, and 
altered our courfe to the S.S. E. In the evening, | 
at four o’clock, we were clofe by another great 
fhoal; therefore we tacked, and ftood in for the 
apaeelcoes again, for fear of running on fome of 
the fhoals in the night. By day a man might a- 
void them well enough, for they had all beacons 
on them, like huts built on tall pofts, above high 
water mark, probably fet up by the natives of the. 
ifland Celebes, or thofe of fome neighbouring 
ilands; and I never faw any fuch elfewhere. In 
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the night we had a violent tornado out of the fouth 
welt, which lafted about an hour. 

The oth day we had a frefh land wind, pole 
fteered away fouth, paffing between the two fhoals 
which we faw the day betore. Thefe fhoals lie in 
Jat 3 deg. fouth, and about ten leagues from the 
ifland Celebes. Being paft them, the wind died 
away, and we lay becalmed till the afternoon, — 
then we had a hard tornado out of the fouth weft, 
and towards the evening we faw two or three fpouts, 
the: firft I had feen fince “I came into theEaft Indies, 
in the Welt Indies I had often met with them. A 
fpout is a fall ragged piece, or part of a cloud, 
hanging down about a yard, feemingly from the 
blackeft part thereof. Commonly it hangs down 
floping from thence, or fometimes appearing with 
a {mall bending, or elbow in the middle. I never 
{aw any hang perpendicularly down. Jt is fmall at 
the lower end, feeming no bigger than ones arm, 
but fuller towards: the ‘cloud, from whence it pro- 
ceeds. | 

When the furface of the fea begins to work, you 
fhall fee the water, for about roo paces in circum- 
ference, foam and move gently round till the 
whirling motion increafes, and then it flies upward 
in a pillar, about an hundred paces in compafs at 
the bottom, but leflening gradually upwards to the 
{mallnefs of the fpout itfelf, where it reacheth the 
lower end of the fpout, through which the rifing 
fea-water feems to be conveyed into the clouds, 
This vifibly appears by the clouds increafing in 
bulk and blacknefs. Then you fhall prefently fee 
the cloud drive along, although before it feemed to 
be without motion, the {pout ‘alfo keeping the fame 
courfe with the cloud, and ftill fucking up the wa- — 
ter as it goes along, and making a wind as they go. 


Thus it continues for the {pace of half an hour, - 
more 


{ 
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more or lefs, until the fucking is fpent, and then 
breaking off, all the water which was below thé 
ipout, or pendulous piece of cloud, falls down 
again into the fea, making a great noite with its 
fall, and clafhing motion in the fea. 

_ It is very dangerous for a fhip to be under a 


{pout when it breaks, therefore we always endea» 


vour to fhun it, by keeping at a diftance, it pofii- 
bly we can. But for want of wind w carry us a- 
Way, we are often in great fear and danger, for it 
is uiually calm when ipouts are at work, except 
Only juit where they are. Therefore men at fea; 
when they fee a fpout coming, and know not how 
to avoid it, do fometimes fire thot out of their 
great guns into it, to give it air or vent, that fo it 
may break; but I never heard that it proved to 


| Beto. any benefit. — 


_ And now being on this fubje@t, I think it not a- 
mifs to give you an account of an accident that 
happened to a fhip once on the coatt of Guineas 
fometime in or about the year 1674. One Captain 
Records of London, bound for the coa{t ot Gui- 
nea, in a fhip of three hundred tons and fixteen 
guns, called the Blefling: when he came into the 
lat. 7 or 8 degrees north, he faw feveral {fpouts, one 
of which came directly towards the fhip, and he 
having no wind to get out of the way of the fpout, 


made ready to receive it by furling his fails. It 


came on very f{wift, and broke a little before it 
reached the fhip, making a great noife, and raifing 
the fea round it, as if a great houfe, or fome fuch 


_ thing, had been caft into the fea. The fury of the 


wind ftill lafted, and took the thip on the ftarboard 
bow with fuch violence, that it inapt of the bow- 


Sprit and foremaft both at once, and blew the fhip 


all along ready to overfet it, but fhe did prefently 
right. again, and the wind whitling round, took 
re: Leg } the 
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the fhip a fecond time with the like fury as before, 
but on the contrary fide, and was again like to 
overfet her the other way. The mizen-maft felt 
the tury of this fecond blaft, and was {napt fhort 
off, as the fore maft and bolrfprit had been before. 
The maih-maft and main-top-maft received no da- 
mage, for the fury of the wind, which was pre- 
fently over, did not reach them. Three men were 
in the fore-rop when the fore-maft broke, and one 
on the boltfprit, and fell with them into the fea, 
but all of them were faved. I had this relation 
from Mr. John Canby, who was then quarter- 
mafter and fteward of her ; one Abraham Wile 
was chief mate, and Leonard Jefferies fecond mate. 


We are ufually very much afraid of them; yet 


this was the only damage that ever I heard done by 


them. They feem terrible enough, the rather be- 


caufe they come upon you while you lie becalmed 
like a log in the fea, and cannot get out of their 


way : but though I have feen, and been befet by 


them often, yet the fright was always the oreatett 
of the harm. | 


December the firft, we had a gentle gale at E.S.E. 
we fteered fouth, and at noon | was by obfervation 


in lat. 3 deg. 34 min, fouth. Then we faw the 


ifland Bouton, bearing fouth weft, and about ten 


leagues diftant. We had very uncertain and un- 


conftant winds ; the tornadoes came out of the 


S. W. which was again{t us, and what other winds 
we had were fo faint that they did us little kindnefs; 
but we téok the advantage of the fmalleft gale, and 


cot a little way every day. The 4th day at noon oe 


I was by obfervation in lat. 4 d. 30 m. fouth. 


The 5th day we got clofe by the N. W. end of © , 


the ifland Bouton, and in the evening, it being fair 
weather, we hoifted out our canoe, and fent the — 
Mofkitomen, of whom we he had two or three; 
. } | . tO 
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to ftrike turtle, for here are plenty of them; but 
they being fhy, we chofe to ftrike them in the 
night, which is cuftomary in the Weft Indies alfo, 
for every time they come up to breath, which is 
Once in eight or ten minates, they blow fo hard 
that one may hear them at thirty or forty yards di- 
ftance, by which means the {ftriker knows where 


they are, and may more eafily approach them than 


in the day, for the turtle fees better than he hears ; 


but, on the contrary, the manatee’s hearing is 


quickeft, 

In the morning they returned with a very large 
turtle, which they took near the fhore; and with 
them an Indian of the ifland came on board. He 
{fpake the Malayan language, by which we did un- 
derftand him. He told us, that two leagues far; 
ther to the fouthward of us, there was a good har- 
bour in which we might anchor ; fo having a fair 

wind we got thither by noon. 
This harbour is in lat. 4d. 54m. fouth, lying on 
the eaft fide of the ifland Bouton ; which ifland lies 
near the fouth eaft end of the ifland Celebes, diftant 


_ from it about three or four leagues. It is of a long 


form, ftretching S. W. and N. E. about twenty- 
five leagues long and ten broad. It is pretty high 
land, and appears pretty even and flat, and very 
BOO sire ic alerts aici Lelio ee 
There isa large town within a league of the an- 
choring- place, called Callafufung, being the chief, 
if there were more, which we knew not. It is about 
a mile from the fea, on the top of a {mall hill, in 
a very fair plain, incompafied with cocoa nut trees, 
Without the trees, there is a {trong ftone wall 
clear round the town. The houfes are built like 
the houfes at Mindanao, but more neat; and the 
whole town was very clean and delightfome. 
Beach svi eda, ge i ge ALA 
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‘The inhabitants are fmall, and well fhaped. 
They are much like the Mindanaians in fhape, co- 
Jour, and habit, but more neat and tight. They 
foeak the Malayan language, and are all Mahome- 
tans. They are very obedient to the fultan, who 
is a little man, about forty or fifty years old, and 
hath a great many wives and children. 

About an hour after we came to an anchor, the 
faléan fent a meffenger on board to know what we — 
were, and what our bufinefs. We gave him an ac- 
count, and he returned afhore, and in a fhort time 
after he came on board again, and told us that the 

‘fultan was very well pleafed when he heard that we 
were Enelifh, and faid that we fhould have any 
thing that the ifland afforded, and that he himfelf 
would come on board in the morning. Therefore 
the fhip was made clean, and every thing put in 
the beit order to receive him. ee 

The fixth day in the morning betimes a great 
many boats and canoes came on board, with fowls, 
egos, plantains, potatoes, &e. but they would dif- 
pole of none till they had order for it from the ful- 
tan at his coming. About ten o’clock the fultan 

‘came on board in a very neat proe, built after the 
Mindanao fafhion. There was a large white filk 
flag at the head of the maft, edged round with a 
deep red for about two or three inches broad, and 
in the middle there was neat'y drawn a green griffin, 
trampling on a winged ferpent, that feemed to 
ftruggle to get up, and threatned ‘his adverfary 


with open mouth and with a Jong fling that wai 4 


ready to be’darted into his legs. Orher Eaft Indian 
princes have their devices alfo. ihe 
~ Vhe fultan with three or four of his nobles, and 


three of his fons, fat in the houfe of the proe. His o 


guards were ten mufqueteers, five ftanding on one 
fide of the proe, and five on the other fide ; and 
: before 
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before the door of the proe-houfe {tood-one with a 
great broad {word and a target, and two more fuch 
at the after part of the houfe; and in the head and 
flern of the proe ftood'four mufqueteers more, two 
at each end. | 

The fultan -had a filk turbat, laced with narrow 
gold lace by the fides, and broad lace at the end, 
which hung down on one fide the head, after the 
Mindanatan fafhion. He had a fky-coloured filk 
pair of breeches, and piece of red filk thrown crofs 
his fhoulders, and hanging loofe about him; the 
greateft part of his back and waift appearing naked, 
He had neither ftocking nor fhoe. One of his fons 
was about fifteen or fixteen years old, the other two 
were young things; and they were always in the 
arms of one or other of his attendants. 

Captain Read met him at the fide, and led him 
into his fmall cabin, and fired five guns for his 
welcome. As foon as he came on board:he gave 
leave to his fubjects to traffic with us; and then 


-and all the Indians we met with do) and wifhed 


them at a greater diftance. 

~ For Macaffer is not very far from hence, one of 
the chief towns that the Dutch have in thofe parts. 
From thence the Dutch come fometimes hither to 
-purchafe flaves. The flaves that thefe people get 
‘here and fell to the Dutch, are fome ‘of the idola- 
trous natives of the ifland, who not being under 
«the fultan, and having no ‘eit live strage| Ibe in 

the country, flying from one place to another to 
‘ ‘preferve themnieives from the prince and his fubjects, 


- 
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who hunt after them to make them flaves. For the 
civilized Indians of the maritime places, who trade 
with joreigners, if they cannot induce the inland 
people to the obedience of their prince, they catch 
all they can of them and fell them for flaves, ac- 
counting them to be but as favages, juft as the 
Spaniards do the poor Americans. | - 
~*~" After two or three hours difcourfe, the fultan 
went afhore again, and five guns were fired at his 
departure alfo. ‘he next day he fent for captain 
Read to come afhore, and he, with feven or eight 
men, went to wait on the fultan. I could not flip 
an opportunity of feeing the place; and fo accom- 
panied them. We were met at the landing-place 
by two of the chief men, and guided to a pretty 
neat houle, where the fultan waited our coming. 
The houfe ftood at the farther end of all the town 
beforementioned, which we paffed through ; and 
abundance of people were gazing on us as we patt 
by. When we came near the houfe, there were 
forty poor naked foldiers with mufquets made a _ 
lane for us to pafs through. ‘This houfe was not 
built on pofts, as the reft were, after the Minda- 
Naian way, but the room in which we: were enter- 
tained was on the ground, covered with mats to fic 
on. Our entertainment was tobacco and betel-nut, 
and young cocoa nuts, and the houfe was befet. 
with men, women and children, who thronged to 
get near the windows to look on us, | mre 
We did not tarry above an hour before we took 
our leaves and departed. This town ftands in a 
~fandy soil; but what the reft of the ifland is I 
know not, for none. of us were afhore but at this 
place. ee hye 
_ The next day the fultan came on board again, — 
and prefented captain Read with a little boy, but 
he was too {mall. to be ferviceable.on board; and — 
eh a i he a 


~*~ 
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fo captain Read returned thanks, and told him he 
was too little for him. Then the fultan fent for a 
bigger boy, which the captain accepted. This boy 
was a very pretty tractable boy; but what was 
wonderful in him, he had two rows of teeth, one 
within another on each jaw. None of the other 
people were fo, nor did I ever fee the like. The 


Captain was prefented alfo with two he-goats, and 


was promifed fome' buffaloe, but I do believe that 
they have but tew of either on the ifland. We did 
not fee any buffaloe nor many goats, neither have 
they much rice, but their chief food is roots. We 
bought here about a thoufand pound weight of po- 
tatoes. Here our men bought alfo abundance of 
cockadores, and fine large paalites curioufly co- 
loured, and fome of the fineft I ever faw. 

The cockadore is as big as a parrot, and fhaped 
much like ir, with fuch a wile but is as white as 
milk, and hath a bunch of fone on his head like 
acrown. st this place we bought a proe alfo of 
the Mindanaian make, for our own ule, which our 
carpenters aiterwards altered, and made a delicate 
boat fit for any fervice. She was fharp at both 
ends, but we faw’d off one, faflning a rudder to it, 
and fhe rowed and failed incompar ably. 

We ftaid bere but till the rath day, becaufe it 
was a bad harbour and foul ground, and a bad 
time of the year too, for the tornadoes began to 
come in thick and flrong, When we went to ‘weigh 
our anchor, it was hooked in a rock, and we broke 
our cable, and could not get our anchor, though 
we ftrove hard for it, fo we went away and left it 
there. We had the wind at N. N.E. and we fteer- 
ed towards the S. E. and fell in with four or five 
_ {mall iflands, that lie in 5d. 40 m. fouth lat. and 
about five or fix leagues from Callafufung harbour. 
Thele. Rande appeared very green with cocoa-nut 


trees, 
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trees, and we faw two or three towns on them, 8 
and heard a drum all night, for we were got in a- " 
mong fhoals, and could not get out again tillthe = 
next day. We knew not whether the drum were ' 


for fear of us, or that they were making merry, as 4 
it is ufual in thefe parts to do all the might, finging 
and dancing till the morning. Cane 
We found a pretty ftrong tide here, the flood 

fetting to the fouthward, and the ebb to the north-_ " 
ward. Thefe fhoals, and many other that are not 
laid down in our drafts, lie on the fouth weft fide 
of the iflands where we heard the drum, abouta =s_— 
league from them. At laft we paffed between the 
iflands, and tried for a paffage on the eaft fide. We 
met with divers fhoals on this fide alfo, but found 


channels to pafs through; fo we fteer’d away for : 
the ifland Timor, intending to pafs out by it. We ‘ 
had the winds commonly at W. S. W, and S, W,. 
hard gales and rainy weather. ahaa Nv aa 
The fixth day we got clear of the fhoals, and ’ 
fteered S. by E. with the wind at W. S. W. but a 
veering every half hour, fometimes at S. W. and a 
then again at W. and fometimes at N.N.W. bring~ | 
ing much rain, with thunder and lightning. 5 i 
- The 2oth day we pafled by the ifland Omba, | 
which is a pretty high ifland, lying in lat. 8 deg. 4 
eo min. and not above five or fix leagues from the 3 
N. E. part of the ifland Timor. It is about thir- 
ceen or fourteen leagues long, and five or fix wide, 
About feven or eight leagues to the weft of Om- 4 
ba, is another pretty large ifland, but it has no a 
name in our drafts; yet by the fituation it fhould = 
be that, which in fome maps is called Pentare. 
We faw on it abundance of fmoaks by day and :. 
fires by night, anda large town on the north fide: ‘ 
of it; not far from the fea; but it was fuch bad 
~ weather that we did not go afhore, Feaeeyiyn “oa 
| | : , ears 
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and Pentare, and in the mid channel, there is a 
{mall low fandy ifland, with great thoals on either 
fide ; but there is a very good channel clofe by Pen- 
tare, between that and the fhoals about the {mall 
ifle. We were three days beating off and on, not 
having a wind, for it was at S. S. W. 

The 23d day in the evening, having a fmall gale 
at north, we got through, keeping clofe by Pen- 
tare. The tide of ebb here fet out to the fouth- 
ward, by which we were helped through, for we 
had but little wind. But this tide, which did us a 
kindnefs in fetting us through, had like to have 
ruined us afterwards, for there are two {mall iflands 
dying at the fouth end of the channel we came thro’, 
and towards thefe iflands the tide hurried us fo 
{wiftly, that we very narrowly efcaped being dri- 
ven afhore; for the little wind we had before at N. 
dying away, we had not one breath of wind when 
we came there, neither was there any anchor ground. 
But we got out our oars and rowed, yet all in vain, 
for the tide fet wholly on one of the fmall iflands, 
that we were forced with might and main ftreneth 
to bear off the fhip, by thrufting with our oars a- 
eainft the fhore, which was a fteep bank, and by 
this means we prefently drove away, clear of dan- 
ger; and having a little wind in the night at north, 
we fteered away S.S. W. Inthe morning again 
we had the wind at W.S.W. and fteered S. and the 
wind coming to the W. N. W. we ttered S. W. to 
get clear of the S. W. end of the ifland Timor. 
The 29th day we faw the N. W. point of Timor 

S. E. by E. diftant about eight leagues. 

Timor is a long high mountainous ifland, ftretch- 
ing N.E. andS. W. It is about feventy leagues 
long, and fitteen or fixteen wide; the middle of 
the ifland is in Jat. about g d. fouth. I have been 
oe that the Portuguete do trade to this ifland; 

| but 
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but I know nothing of its produce befides coire, _ 
for makine cables, of which there is mention in 
chapter reine ‘ 

The 27th day we faw two fmall ifland which lie 
near the S. W. end of Timor they bore from us 
S..E. We had very hard gales of wind, and fiill 
with a great deal of rain; the wind at W. and 
W.S., W. 

Being now clear of all the iflands, we edd off | 
fouth, intending to touch at New-Holland, a part 
of Terra Aico Incognita, to fee what the coun- 
try would afford us. Tndeed, as the winds were, 
we could not now keep our intended courfe (which 
was firft wefterly, and then northerly) without go- 
ing to New Holland, unlefs we had gone back a- 
gain among the iflands; but this was not a good , 
time of the year to be among any iflands to the 
fouth of the equator, unlefs in a good harbour. 

The 31ft day we were in lat. 13 d. 20 m, fill” 
ftanding to the fouthward, the wind bearing com- 
monly very hard at weft, and we keeping upon it 
under two courfes, and our mizen, and fometimes 
a main-top-fail rift. About ten o’clock at night we 

tackt and {tood to the northward, for fear of run- 
ning on a fhoal, which is laid down in our drafts 
in lat. 13 d. 50 m. or thereabouts, it bearing S, by 
W. from the eaft end of Timor, and fo ae ifland 
bore from us, by our judgments and reckoning. 

At three o’clock we tack’d again, and ftood S. by. 
W. and S. S. W, : 

In the morning as foon as it was day, we faw 
the fhoal right a head : it lies in 13 d. 50 m. by all 
our reckonings. It is a {mall {pot of land, juft ap- 
pearing, above the waters edge, with feveral rocks 
about it, eight or ten feet high above water. It lies 
in a triangular form, each fide being about a league 
and half, “We ftemm/’d right with the middle. of it, 

and 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 133 


and ftood within half a mile of the rocks, and 
founded, but found no ground. Then we went 
about and ftood to the north two hours, and then 
tack’d and ftood to the fouthward again, thinking 
to weather it, but could not; fo we bore away on 
the north fide, till we came to the eaft point, giv- 
ing the rocks a {mall birth ; then we trimm’d tharp 
and ftood to the fouthward, paffing clofe by it, and 
founded again, but found no ground. | 
This fhoat is laid nown in our drafts not above 
fixteen or twenty leagues from New-Holland ; but 
we run afterwards fixty leagues due fouth before we 
fell in with it, and I] am very confident, that no 
part of New Holland hereabouts lies fo far north- 


erly by fo:ty leagues, as it is laid down in our drafts 5. 


for if New Holland were laid down true, we muft 
of neceflity have been driven near forty leagues to 
_ the weftward of our courfe ; but this is very im- 
probable that the current fhould fet fo ftrong to the 
weitward, feeing we had fuch a conftant wefterly 
wind. I grant that when the monfoon fhifts firft, 
the current does not prefently fhift, but runs after- 
wards near a month; but the monfoon had been 
fhifted at leaft two months now. Butot the mon- 
foons and other winds, and of the currents, elfe- 
where, in their proper place. As to thefe here I 
do rather believe that the land is not laid down true, 
than that the current deceived us; for it was more 
probable we fhould have been deceived before we 


met with ‘the fhoal, than afterwards; for on the. 


coaft of New Holland we found the tides keeping: 
their conftant courle ; the flood running N. by LE. 


andthe ebb Si by Ey 


The ath day of January 1688, we fell in with: 3 


~ the land of New Holland in the lat. of 16 d. 50m. 
having, as I faid before, made our courie due fouth 
from the fhoal that we paft by the 31ft day of De- 

oe | . cember.: 
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cember. We ran in clofe by it, and finding no 
convenient anchoring, becaufe it lies open to the 


N. W. we ran along. fhore to the eaftward, fteer- 
ang N. E. by E.for fo the land lies. We ftcered. 
“thus about twelve leagues, and then came to a~ . 


point of land, from whence the land tends eaft and 
foutherly, for ten or twelve leagues ; but how aiter- 


wards I know not. About thyee leagues to the eait- 


ward of this point, there is a pretty deep bay, with 
abundance of iflands in it, and a very good place 
to anchor in, or to hale afhore. About a league to 
the eaftward of that point we anchored January the 
sth, 1688, two miles from the fhore, in twenty- 
nine fathom, good hard fand, and clean ground. 


New-Holland is a very large traét of land. It is” 


not yet determined whether it is an ifland ora main 


continent ; but I am certain that it joins neither to _ 


Afia, Africa nor America. This part of it that we 
faw is all low even land, with fandy banks againft 


the fea, only the points are rocky, and fo are fome 


of the iflands in this bay. 


The land is of a dry fandy foil, deftitute of was 
ter, except you make wells; yet producing divers 
forts of trees, but the woods are not thick, nor the 


trees very big. Moft of the trees that we faw are 
dragon-trees as we fuppofed, and thefe too are the 
largeit trees of any there. They are about the big- 
nefs of our large apple-trees, and about the fame. 
height, and the rind is blackifh, and fomewhat 
rough. The leaves are of a dark colour ; 5 the gum 


itis out of the knots or cracks that are in the bo- 


dies of the trees. We compared it with fome gum. 
dragon, or dragons blood, that was on board, and 
it was of the fame colour and tafte. The other 


forts of trees were not known by any of us. There. 


was ptetty long grafts growing under the trees, but 
it was very thin. We faw no trees that bore fruit 
ar berries. | eee We 


SPF NE er TN Nan Re ORES SF UE Ogee eter ee SE 


as <“y eee 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 135 


‘We faw no fort of animal, nor any track of 
bea{ft, but once, and that feemed to be the tread of 
a beaft as big. as a maitiffdog. Here are a few 
{mall land-birds, but none bigger than a blackbird, 


_and but few fea-fowls. 


Neither is the fea very plentifully ftored with fith, 
unlefs you reckon the manatee and turtle as fuch. 
Of thefe creatures there is plenty, but they are ex- 
traordinary fhy, though the inhabitants cannot 
trouble them much, having neither boars nor iron. 

The inhabitants of this country are the mifera- 
bleft people in the world. The Hodmadods of Mo- 


‘mnomatapa, though a nafty people, yet for wealth 


are gentlemen to thefe, who have no houfes and 
fkin garments, fheep, poulty, and fruics of the 
earth, oftrich eggs, &c. as the Hodmadods have ; 
and fetting afide their human fhape, they differ but 
little from brutes. They are tall, ftraic bodied, 
and thin, with fmalllong limbs. They have creat 
heads, round foreheads, and great brows. Their 


_ eye lids are always half clofed, to keep the flies out 


of their eyes, being fo troublefome here, that no 


~ fanning will keep them from coming to ones face, 


and without the affiftance of both hands to keep 
them off, will creep into ones noftrils and mouth 
too, if the lips are not fhut very clofe. So that 
from their infancy being thus annoyed with thefe 
infecis, they never open their eyes as other people ; 
and therefore they cannot fee far, unlefs they hold 
up their heads, as if they were looking at fome- 
what over them. 

They have great bottle nofes, pretty full lips, 


-and wide mouths. The two fore-teeth of their up- 


per jaw are wanting in all of them, men and wo- 
men, old and young; whether they draw them 
out, I know not; neither have they any beards. 
They are long vifaged, and of a very unpleafing 
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afpeét, having no one eraceful feature in their 
faces. Their coe is black: fhort and curled, like 
that of the negroes, and not long and lank like 
the common Th diahs: “44ene. cote of the fkin, 
both of their faces and the reft of their body, is 
coal back, like that of the negroes of Guinea. 

They have no fort of cloaths, but a piece of the _ 
rind of a tree tied like a girdle about their waitts, 
and a handful of long orals, or three or four finall 
ereen boughs, full of leaves, thruft under their 
Sirdle to cover their nakednets. | 

They have no houfes, but lie in the open air, 
without any covering, the earth their bed, and the 
heaven their canopy. Whether they cohabit one man’ 
to one woman, or promifcuoufly, I know not, but: 
they live in companies, twenty or thirty men, wo-~ 
men, and children together. Their only food is a 
fmall fort of fith, which: they get by making wares 
of ftone, acrofs little coves, or branches of rhe fea ; 
every tide bringing in the {mall fh, aad there leav- 
ing them for a prey to thele people, who conftantly - 


attend there to fearch for them at low water... This. . 


{mall fry I take to be the top of their filhery : they 
have no inftruments to catch great fifh, fhould they — 
come; and fuch feldom ftay to: be left behind at 
low water: nor could we catch any fifh with our 
hooks and lines all the while we lay there. In o- 
ther places at low water they feek for cockles, 
mutfcies, and periwincles ; of thefe fhell-fith there 
are fewer ftill, fo that their chiet dependance is up- 
on what the fea leaves in their wares, which, be it — 
much or little, they gather up, and march to the © 
places of their abode. There the old people, that — 
are not able to ftir abroad, by reafon of their age, 
and the tender infants, wait their return; and what — 
providence has beftowed on them, they prefently - 
| broil ¢ on the Aaeege and eat in common, Sometimes 
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they get as many fifh as make them a plentiful 
banquet; and at other times they fcarce get every 
‘one a tafte ; but be it little or much that they get, 
overy one has his part, as well the young and fen- 
der, as the old and feeble, who are not able to go 
abroad, as the ftrong and luftly. When they have 
eaten they lie down till the next low water, and 
then all that are able march our, be it night or day, 
rain or funfhine, it is all one, they muft attend the 
wares, or elfe they muft faft, for the earth affords 
them no food at all. There is neither herd, root, 
pulfe, nor any fort of grain, for them to eat, that 
we faw, nor any fort of bird or beaft that they 
can catch, having no inftruments wherewithal to 
do fo. 

I did not perceive that they worfhiped any thing. 
Thefe poor creatures have a fort of weapon to de- 
fend their ware or fight with their enemies, if they 
have any that will interfere with their poor fifhery. 
They did at firft endeavour with their weapons to 
frighten us, who lying afhore, deterred them from 
One of their fithing-places. Some of them had 
wooden fwords, others had a fort of lances. The 
{word is a piece of wood, fhaped fomewhat like a 
cutlafs. he lance is a long ftrait pole, fharp at 
one end, and hardened afterwards by heat. I faw 
no iron, nor any other fort of metal, therefore it is 
probable they ufe {tone hatchets, as fome Indians 
in America do, defcribed in chapter XI, 

Flow they get their fre 1 know not ; but, pro- 
bably, as Indians do, out of wood. I have {cen 
the Indians of Bon-Airy do it, and have mytelf 
tried the experiment. They take a flat piece of 
wood that is pretty foft, and make a {mall dent in 
one fide of it, then they take another hard round 
ftick, about the bienefs of ones little finger, and 
fharpening it at one end like a pencil, they put that 
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fharp end in the hole or dent of the flat foft piece, 
and then rubbing or twirling the hard piece’ be- 
tween the palms of their hands, they drill the foft 
piece till it fmoaks, and at laft takes fire. 

Thefe people {peak fomewhat through the throat, 
but we could not underftand one word that they 


faid. We anchored, as I faid before, January the 


fifth, and feeing men walking on the fhore, we pre- 
fently fent a canoe to get fome acquaintance with 
them, for we were in hopes to get fome provifion 
among them. But the inhabitants, feeing our boat 
coming, ran away and hid themfelves. We fearch- 
ed afterwards three days in hopes to find the houfes, 
but found none, yet: we faw many places where 
they had made fires. At laft, being out of hopes 


to find their habitations, we fearched no farther, | 


but left a great many toys afhore, in fuch places 
where we thought that they would come. In all 
our fearch we found no water, but eld wells on the 
fandy bays. , 

- At laft we went over to the iflands, and there we 
found a great many of the natives; I do believe 
there were forty on one ifland, men, women, and 
children. The men, at our firft coming afhore, 
threatened us with their lances and fwords, but they 
were frightened by firing one gun, which we fired 
purpofely to feare them. The ifland was fo fmall 
that they could not hide themfelves ; but they were 
much difordered at our landing, efpecially the wo- 


men and children, for we went directly to their — 


camp. The luftieft of the women fnatching up 
their infants ran away howling, and the little chil- 
dren run after fqueaking and bawling, but the men 
ftood ftill. Some of the women, and fuch of the 
people as could not go from us, lay ftill by a fire, 
making a doleful noife, as if we had been coming 


to devour them: but when they faw we did not in- 
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tend to harm them, they were pretty quiet, and the 
reft that fled from us at our firft coming, returned 
again. This, their place of dwelling, was only a 
fire, with a few boughs before it, fet up on that 
fide the wind was of. 

_ After we had been here a little while, the men 


began to be familiar, and we cloathed fome of them, 


defigning to have had fome fervice of them for it; 
for we found fome wells of water here, and intend- 
ed to carry two or three barrels of it on board. But 
being fomewhat troublefome to carry to the canoes, 
we thought to have made thefe men Carry it for us, 
and therefore we gave them fome cloaths; to one 
an old pair of breeches; to another a ragged fhirt ; 
to the third a jacket that was fcarce worth owning; 
which yet would have been very acceptable at ome 
places where we had been, and fo we thought they 
might have been with thefe people. We put them 
on them, thinking that this finery would have 
brought them to work heartily for us ; and our wa- 
ter being filled in {mall long barrels, about fix gal- 
Jons each, which were made purpofely to carry wa- 
ter in, we brought thefe our new fervants to the 
wells, and put a barrel on each of their fhoulders 
for them to carry to the canoe. But all the figns 
we could make were to no purpofe, for they ftood 
like ftatues, without motion, . but erinn’d like fo 
many monkies, {taring one upon. another ; for thefe 


‘poor creatures feem not accuftomed to carry bur- 


thens ; and I believe that one of our fhip-boys of 
ten years old, would carry as much as one of them: 
fo we were forced to carry our water ourfelves, and 
they very fairly put the cloaths off again, and laid 
them down, as if cloaths were only to work in. 
I did not perceive that they had any great liking to 
them at firft, neither did they feem to admire any 
thing that we had. 

At 
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At another time our canoe being among thefe 
jfands feeking for game, efpied a drove of thefe 
men fwimming from one ifland to another ; for 
‘they have no boats, canoes, or bark-logs. They 
took up four of them, and brought them on board ; 
two of them were middle aged, the other two were 
young men about eighteen or twenty years old. To 


thefe we gave boiled rice, and with it turtle and 


manatee boiled. They greedily'devoured what we 
gave them, but took no notice of the fhip, or any 
thing in it, and when they were fet on land again, 
they ran away as faft as they could. At our firit 
coming, before we were acquainted with them, or 
they with us, a company of them who lived on the 


main, came juft againft our fhip, and ftanding on | 


a pretty high bank, threatned us with their fwords 


and lances, by thaking them at us 3 at laft the cap- 


tain ordered the drum to be beaten, which was 
done of a fucden with much vigor, purpofely to 
{care the poor creatures. They hearing the noife, 


ran away as fait as they could drive, and when they 


ran away in hafte, they would cry gurry, gurry, 
{peaking deep in the throat. Thofe inhabitants alfo 


that live on the main, would always run away from 


us; yet we took feveral of them. For, as I have 


already obferved, they had fuch bad eyes, that they 


could not fee us till we came clofe to them. We 
always gave them victuals, and let them go again, 
but the iflanders, after our firft time of being a- 
mong them, did not ftir for us. 

When we had been here about a week, we hal’d 
our fhip into a {mall fandy cove, at a {pring-tide, 
as far as fhe would float ; and at low water fhe was 


left dry, and the fand dry without us near half a 


mile ; for the fea rifes and falls here about five fa- 
thom. The flood runs north by eaft, and. the ebb 
fouth by weft. All the neep-tides we lay wholly 


aground 
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aground, for the fea did not come near us by about 
a hundred yards. We had therefore time enough 
to clean our fhips bottom very well. Mott of our 
men lay afhore in a tent, where our fails were mend- 
ing; and our ftrikers brought home turtle and ma- 
natee every day, which was our conftant food. 
While we lay here, I endeavoured to perfuade 
our men to go to fome Englifh factory ; but was 
threatned to be turned afhore, and left here for it. 
This made me defift, and patiently wait for fome 
more convenient place and opportunity to leave 
them, which I hoped J fhould accomplifh in a fhore 
time; becaufe they intended when they went from 
hence, to bear down towards cape Comorin. In 
their way thither they defign’d alfo to vifit the ifland 
Cocos, which lies in lat. 12 d. 12 m. north, by 
our drafts; hoping there to find of that fruit, the 
fland having its name from thence, 


CH AL Pay XXL, 


Leaving New Holland they pafs by the ifland Cocos, 
and touch at another woody ifland near it; and 
Jreering along the weft coaft of Sumatra, arrive at 
the ifle of Nicobar, where the author and fome o- 
thers leave the foip and flay afbore. 


/, ARCH the rath, 1688, we failed from New. 
Holland, with the wind at N. N. W. and 

Fair weather. We directed our courfe to the north- 
ward, intending, as I faid, to touch at the ifland 
Cocos; but we met with the winds at N. W. 
W.N. W. and N. N. W. for feveral days ; which 
obliged us to keep a more eafterly courfe than was 
convenient to find that ifland. We had foon after 
our fetting out very bad weather, with much thun- 
_ der and lightning, rain and high bluftering winds. 
oa K 3 It 
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It was the 26th day of March before we were in 
the lat. of the ifland Cocos, which is in 12 d. 12m. 
and then, by judgment, we were forty or fifty 
leagues to the eatt of it, and the wind was now at 
S. W. theretore we rather chole to bear away to- 
wards fome iflands on the weft fide of Sumatra, 
than to beat againft the wind for the ifland Cocos. 
T was very glad of this, being in hopes to make 
my efcape trom them to Sumatra, or fome other 
place. | al 

We met nothing remarkable in this voyage, be- 
fides the catching two great fharks, till the 28th 
day ; then we tell in with a {mail woody ifland, in 
lat. 10d 30m. Its longitude from New Holland, 
from whence we came, was, by my account 12 d. 
6 m. weft. It was deep water about the ifland, and 
therefore no anchoring ; but we fent two canoes 
afhore, one of them with the carpenters to cut a 
tree to make another pump, the other canoe went » 
to fearch for frefh water, and found a fine fmall 
brook near the S, W. point of the ifland ; but there 
the tea tell in on the fhoredo high, that they could 
not get it off. At noon both our canoes returned, 
and brought a good tree, which the carpenters 
afterwards made a pump with, fuch a one as 
they made at Mindanao. The other canoe brought 
on board as many boobies and men of war birds, 
as fuficed all the fhips company, when they were 
boiled. They got alfo a fort of land animal, fome- 
what relembling a large craw-fith, without its great 
claws. Thefe creatures lived in holes in the ary 
fandy ground, like rabbits. Sir Francis Drake, in 
his voyage round the world, makes mention ol fuch 
that he found at Ternate, or fome other of the 
fpice iflands, or near them. They were very good 
fweet meat, and fo large, that two of them were 
more than a man could eat, being almoft as thick 

as 
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as ones leg. Their fhells were of a dark brown, 
but red when boiled. | 

This ifland is of a good height, with fteep cliffs 
again the S. andS, W. anda fandy bay on the 
‘north fide, but very deep water fteep to the fhore. 
The mold is blackifh, the foil fat, producing large 
trees of divers forts. 

About one o’clock in the afternoon we made fail 
from this ifland, with the wind at S. W. and fteer- 
ed N. W. afterwards the winds came about at N. 
W. and continued between the W. N. W_ and the 
N.N. W. feveral days. I objerved, that the winds 
blew for the moft part out of the W. or N. W. 
and then we had always rainy weather, with torna- 
does, and much thunder and lightning ; but when 
the wind came any way to the fouthward, it blew 
but faint, and brought fair weather. 

We met nothing of remark till the 7th day of 
April, and then, being in lat. 7 d. 5. we {aw the 
land of Sumatra at a great diftance, bearing north. 
The 8th day we faw the eaft end of the ifland Su- 

~ matra very plainly; being then in lat. 6 d. fouth, 
The tenth day, being in lat. 5 d. rr m. and about 
feven or eight leagues from the ifland Sumatra, on 
the weft fide of it, we faw abundance of cocoa nuts 
fwimming in the fea; and hoifted out our boat, 
and took up fome of them; as alfo a {mall hatch 
or fcuttle rather, belonging to fome bark. The 
nuts were very found, and the kernel {weet, and in 
fome the milk or water in them was yet {weet and 
good. bey , 
' The 13th day we came to a fmall ifland called 
Trifte, in lat. by obfervation, 4 d. fouth: it is a- 
bout fourteen or fifteen leagues to the weft of the 
ifland Sumatra. From hence to the northward 
there are a great many fmall uninhabited iflands, 
lying much at the fame diftance from Sumatra. This 
\ K 4 iftand 
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ifland Trifte is not a mile round, and fo low, that 
the tide flows clear over it. It is of a fandy foil, 
and full of cocoa-nut trees. The nuts are but {mall, 
yet iweet enough, full, and more ponderous that J 
ever felt any of that bignefs ; notwithfanding that 
every {pring-tide the fale water goes clear over the 
ifland. : He aa 

We fent afhore our canoes for’ cocoa-nuts, and 
they returned on board laden with them three times. 
Our ftrikers alfo went out and ftruck fome fith, 
which was boiled for fupper. They alfo killed two 
young aligators, which we falted for the next day. 

I had no opportunity at this place to make my 
efcape as I would have done, and gone over hence 
to Sumatra, could I have kept a boat with me. But 
there was no compaffing this ; and fo the rsth day 
we went from hence, fteering to the northward on 
the weft fide of Sumatra Our food now was rice, 
and the meat of the cocoa-nut rafped and fteeped 
in water, which made a fort of milk, into which 
we put our rice, making a pleafant mefs enough. 
fAfter we parted from Trifte we faw other {mall 
iflands, that were alfo full of cocoa-nut trees. 

The rothday, being in lat. 3d.25 m. S. the S.W. 
point of the ifland Naffau bore N. about five miles 
diftant. This is a pretty large uninhabited ifland, 
in lat. 3 d. 20 m. S. and full of high trees. About 
a mile from the ifland Naffau there is a {mall ifland 
full of cocoa-nut trees. There we anchored the 
2oth day to replenifh our ftock of cocoa-nuts. A 
riff of rocks lies almoft round this ifland, fo that 
our boats could not go afhore, nor come on board 
at low water ; yet we got on board four boat loads 
of nuts. This ifland is low like Trifte, and the 
anchoring is on the north fide, where you have 
fourteen fathom, a mile from fhore, clean fand. — 
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The 21ft day we went from hence, and kept to 
the northward, coafting {till on the weft fide of the 
ifland Sumatra; and having the winds between the 
W. and S. S. W. with unfettled weather; fome- 

‘times rains and tornadoes, and fometimes fair wea- 
ther. ‘ 

The 25th day we croft the equator, ftill coafting 
to the northward, between the ifland Sumatra, and 
a range of {mall iflands, lying fourteen or fifteen 
leagues off it. Among all thefe ifland, Hog ifland 
is the moft confiderable, It lies in lat. 3 d. 40 m. 
north. It is pretty high even land, covered with 
tall flourifhing trees ; we paft by it the 28th day. 

The 29th we faw a fail to the north of us, 
which we chafed ; but being little wind, we did not 
come up with her till rhe goth day. Then, being 
within a league of her, captain Read went in a ca- _ 
noe and took her, and brought her on board. She 
was a proe with four men in her, belonging to A- 
chin, whither fhe was bound. She.came from 
one of thefe cocoa-nut iflands that we pafled by, 
and was laden with cocoa-nuts, and cocoa-nut oil. 

Captain Read ordered his men to take on board all 
the nuts, and as much of the oil as he thought con- 
venient, and then cut a hole in the bottom of the 
proe, and turned her loofe, keeping the men pri- 
foners. er | 

It was not for the lucre of the cargo, that capt. 
Read took this boat, but to hinder me and fome 
others from going afhore; for he knew that we 
were ready to make our efcapes, if an opportunity 
preiented itfelf; and he thought, that by his abuf- 
ing and robbing the natives, we fhould be afraid to 
truft ourfelves among them. But yet this. proceed- 
ing of his turned to our great advantage, as fhall 
be declared hereafter. 


May 
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May the 1ft, we-ran down by the north weft end 
of the ifland Sumatra, within feven or eight leagues 
of the fhore. All this weft fide of Sumatra which 
we thus coafted along, our Englifhmen at Fort st. 
George, call the Weft Coaft, fimply, without 
adding the name of Sumatra. The prifoners who 
were taken the day before, fhewed us the iflands 
that lie off of Achin harbour, and the channels 
through which fhips go in ; and told us allo that 
there was'an Englifh fa€tory at Achin. I wifhed 
myfelf there, but was forced to wait with patience 
till my time was come. | 

We were now directing our courfe towards the 
Nicobar Iflands, intending there to clean the fhip’s 
bottom, in order to make her-fail well. 

The ath day in the evening, we had fight of one 
of the Nicobar iflands. The fouthermoft of them — 
lies about forty leagues N. N. W. from the N. W. 
end of the ifland Sumatra. The moft foutherly of 
them is Nicobar itfelf, but all the clufter of iflands 
lying fouth of the Audeman iflands are called by 
our feamen the Nicobar iflands. : 

The inhabitants of thefe iflands have no certain 
converfe with any nation; but as fhips. pafs by 
them, they will come on board in their proes, and 
offer their commodities to fale, never enquiring of 
what nation they are, for all white people are alike 
to them. Their chief commodities are ambergreale 
and fruits. ie 4 

Ambergreafe is often found by the native Indians 
of thefe iflands, who know it very well, as alfo 
know how to cheat ignorant {trangers with a cer- 
tain mixture like it. Several of our men bought 
fuch of them for a fmall purchafe. Captain Wel- 
don alfo about this time touched at fome of thefe 
iflands, to the north of the ifland where we lay, 
and I faw a great deal of fuch ambergreafe, that 

one 
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one of his men bought there, but it was not good, 
having no fmell at all. Yet I faw fome there very 
ood and fragrant. 

At that ifland where captain Weldon was, there 
were two friers fent thither to conver the Indians. 
One of them came away with captain Weldon, the 
other remained there flill. He that came away with 
captain Weldon gave a very good character of the 
inhabitants of that ifland, viz. that they were very 
honeft, civil, harmlefs people ; that they were not 
addicted to quarreling, theft, or murder, that they 
did marry, or at leait live as man and wife, one 
man with one woman, never changing till death 
made the feparation ; that they were punctual and 
honeft in performing their bargains; and that they 
were inclined to receive the chriftian religion. This 
relation I had afterwards from the mouth of a prieft 
at Tonquin, who told me that he received this in- 
formation by a letter from the frier that captain 
Weldon brought away from thence. But to pro- 
ceed. . 

The sth day of May we ran down on the weft 
fide of the ifland Nicobar, properly fo called, and 
anchored at the N. W. end of it, in a {mall bay, 
in eight fathom water, not half a mile from the 
fhore. The body of this ifland is in 7 d. 30 min. 
north lat. it is about twelve leagues long, and three 
or four broad. The fouth end of it is pretty high, 
with fteep cliffs againft the fea; the reft of the 
ifland is low, flat, and even. The mold of it is 
black and deep, and it is very well watered with 
fmall running ftreams. It produceth abundance of 
tall trees, fit for any ufes ; for the whole bulk of it 
feems to be but one entire grove. But that which 
adds moft to its beauty off at fea, are the many 
{pots of cocoa-nut trees which grow round it in e 


very fmall bay. The bays are here half a mile of 
a 
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a mile long, more or lefs; and thefe bays are in- 
tercepted, or divided from each other, with as ma- 
ny little rocky points of woodland. i 
As the cocoa-nut trees do thus grow in groves, 
fronting to the fea, in the bays, fo there is another 9 
fort of fruit tree in the bays bordering on the back- 
fide of the cocoa trees, farther from the fea. It is 
called by the natives a melory tree. This tree is as 
big as our large apple trees, and as high. It hath 
a blackifh rind, and a pretty broad leaf. .The fruit 
is as big as the bread-fruit at Guam, defcribed in 
chapter XVII. or a large penny loaf. It is fhaped 
like a pear, and hath a pretty tough fmooth rind,- 
of alight green colour. The infide of the fruit is 
in fubftance much like an apple, but full of {mall 
itrings, as big as a brown thread. J never faw of 
thefe trees any where but here. 
_ The natives of this ifland are tall well-limb’d q 
men; pretty long vifaged, with black eyes; their 4 
nofes middle proportioned, and the whole fymmetry } 
of their faces agreeing very well. Their hair is 
black and lank, and their fkins of a dark copper 
colour. The women have no hair on their eye- 
brows: I believe it is pluck’d up by the roots, for 
the men had hair growing on their eye-brows, as 
other people. 

The men go all naked, fave only a long narrow 
piece of cloth or fafh, which going round their a 
wal{ts, and thence down between the thighs, is 7) , 
brought up behind, and tuck’d in at that part which a 
goes about the waift. The women have a kind of 
a fhort petticoat reaching from their waift to their 
knees, | 

‘Their language was different from any that I had r 
ever heard before ; yet they had fome few Malayan y 
words, and fome of them had a word or two of i 
Portuguele, which probably they might learn on 
board 
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board of their fhips, paffing by this place : for when 
thefe men fee a fail, they prefently go on board of 
them in their canoes. I did not perceive any form 
of religion that they had: they had neither temple, 
nor idol, nor any manner of outward veneration to 
any deity, that I faw. © 

They inhabit all round the ifland by the fea fide 
in the bays, there being four or five houfes, more 
or lefs, ineach bay. Their houfes are built on pofts, 
as the Mindanaians are. They are fmall, low and 
of afquare form. ‘There is but one room in eaclt 
houfe, and this room is about eight feet from the 
sround; and from thence the roof is raifed about 
eight feet higher ; but inftead of a fharp ridge, the 
top is exceeding neatly arched with {mall rafters a- 
bout the bignefs of a man’s arm, bent round likea 
half moon, and very curioufly thatched with pal- 
meto leaves. | 

They live under no government that I could per- 
ceive, for they feem to be equal, without any di- 
ftinétion, every man ruling his‘own houfe. Their 
plantations are only thofe cocoa-nut trees which 
crow by the fea fide, there being no cleared land 
farther in on the ifland; for I obferved that when 
paft their fruit trees, there were no paths to be feen — 
going into the woods. The greateft ufe which they 
make of their cocoa trees, is to draw toddy from 
them, of which they are very fond. 

The melory trees feem to grow wild; they have 
great earthen pots to boil the melory fruit in, which 
_ will hold twelve or fourteen gallons. Thefe pots 

_ they fill with the fruit, and putting in a little water, 
they cover the mouth of the pot with leaves, to 
keep the fteam while it boils. When the fruit is 
foft, they peel off the rind, and ferape the pulp 
from the firings with a flat flick made like a knife, 
and then make it up in great lumps, as big as a 
Holland 
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Holland cheefe, and then it will keep fix or feven 
days. It looks yellow and taftes well, and is their 


chief food ; tor they have no yams, potatoes, rice, 
nor plantains (except a very few) yet they have a 
few {mall hogs, and a very few cocks and hens like 
ours. The men employ themfelves in fifhing ; but 
F did not fee much fifh that they got: every houfe 
hath at leaft two or three canoes bel longing to 1G 
which they draw up afhore. 

The canoes that they go a fifhing in are fharp at 
both ends; and both the fides and the bottom are 
very thin and {moth. They are fhaped fomewhat 
like the proes at Guam, with one fide flattifh, and 
the other with a pretty big belly; and they have 
{mall flight outlagers on one e fide. Being thus thin 
and light they are better managed with oars than 
with fails, yet they fail well enough, and are fteer- 
ed with a paddle. They commonly go twenty or 
thirty men in one of thefe canoes; lea ieldom few- 
er than nine or ten. Their oars are fhort, and they 
do not paddle, but row with them as we do. The 
benches they fit on when they row are made of fplit 
bambos, laid acro{s, and fo near together, that they 
look like a deck. The bambos He movable; fo 
that when any go in to row they take up a bambo 
in the place where they would fit, and lay it by to 
make room for their legs. The canoes of thofe of 
the reft of thefe iflands were like thofe of Nicobar, 
and probably they were alike in other things, for 
we iaw no difference at all in the natives of them, 
who came hither while we were here. 

But to proceed with our affairs: it was, as I faid 
before, the sth day of May, about ten in the morn- 


ing, when we anchored at this ifland; captain Read 


immediately ordered his men to hee. the fhip in or- 


der to clean her, which was done this day and the 


nextiad Al boche water veflels were filled; they in- 
tended 
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tended to go to fea at night, for the winds being 
yet at N. N. E. the captain was in hopes to get o- 
ver to capeComorin before the wind fhifted ; others 
wile it would have been fomewhat difficult for him 
to get thither, becaufe the wefterly monfoon was 
not at hand. » 

- I thought now was my time to make my efcape, 
by getting leave, if poffible, to ftay here; for it 
feemed not very feazable to do it by ftealth ; and I 
had no reafon to defpair of getting leave, this be- 
ing a place where my ftay could probably do our 
crew no harm, fhould I defign it. Indeed one rea- 
fon that put me on the thoughts of ftaying at this 
particular place, befides the prefent opportunity of 
leaving captain Read, which I always intended to 
do, as foon as I could, was, that I had here allo a> 
profpeét of advancing a profitable trade for amber- 
greafe with thefe people, and of gaining a confide- 
rable fortune to myfelf; for in a fhort time I might 
have learned their language, and by accuftoming 
mytfelf to row with them in their proes or canoes, 
efpecailly by conforming myfelf to their cuftoms and 
manners ot living, I fhould have fcen how they got 
their ambergreafe, and have known what quantities 
they get, and the time of the year when moft is 
found. And then afterwards I thought it would 
be eafy for me to have tranfported myfelf from 
thence, either in fome fhip that pafied this way, 
whether Englifh, Dutch, or Portuguefe ; or elfe to 
have gotten one of the young men of the ifland, 
to have gone with me in one of their canoes to A- 
chin, and there to have furnifhed myfelf with fuch 
commodities as I found moft coveted by them, and 
therewith, at my return, to have bought their am- 
bergreate. 

I had, till this time, made no open fhew of go- 
ing afhore here; but now, the water being filled, 
and 
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and the fhip in readinefs to fail, I defired captain 


Read to fet me afhore on this ifland, he, fuppofing 
that I could not go afhore in a place lefs frequented 
by fhips than this, gave me leave ; which probably 
he would have refuted to have done, if he thought 
I fhould have gotten from hence in any fhort time, 
for fear of my giving an account of him:to the 
‘Englifh or the Dutch. I foon got up my cheft and 
bedding, and immediately got fome to row me 
afhore, for fear left his mind 'fhould change again. 
The canoe that brought me afhore, landed me 
on a {mall fandy bay, where there were two houfes, 


but no perfon in them; for the inhabitants were 


removed to fome other houfe, probably, for fear 
of us, becaufe the fhip was clofe by ; and yet both 


men and women came on board the fhip without. 


any fign of fear.. When our fhips canoe was going 
on board again, they met the owner of the houfes 
coming piGie in his boat; he made a great many 
fiens to them to fetch me off again, but they 
would not underftand him. Then he came to me, 
and offered his boat to carry me off, but I refufed 
it. ‘Then he made figns for me to go up into the 
houfe, and, according as I did underftand him by 
his figns, and a few Malayan words that he ufed, 
he intimated that {omewhat would come out of the 
woods in the night, when | was afleep, and kill me, 
meaning probabil y fome wild beaft. ‘Chen I carried 

my cheft and cloaths up into the houfe. | 
I had not been afhore an hour before capt. Teat 
and one John Damarell, with three or four armed 
men more, came to fetch me on board again, They 
need not have fent an armed poffe for me; for had 
they but fent the cabin boy afhore for me, I would 
not have denied going on board. For though | 
could have hid myfelf in the woods, yet then they 
would have abufed, or killed fome of the natives, 
purpotely 
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purpofely to incenfe them againit me. I told them 
therefore, that I was ready to go with them, and 
“went on board with all my things. 

When I came on board I found the fhip in an 
uproar ; for there were three men more, who tak- 
ing courage by my example, defired leave aifo to 
accompany me. One of them was the furgeon Mr. 
Coppinger, the other were Mr. Robert Hall and 
One namied Ambrofe ; I have forgot his fir-name. 
Uhefe men had always entertained the fame defigns 
as Thad. The two laft wete not much oppofed; 
but captain Read and his crew would not part with 
the furgeon. At laft the furgeon leap’d into the 
canae, and taking up my gun, {wore he would go 
afhore, and that if any man oppofed it, he would 
fhoot him ; but John Oliver, who was then quar- 
ter-matter, leap’d into the canoe, and taking hold 
of him, tock away the gun, and with the help of 
two or three more, they dragged him again into 
the fhip. ) 

Then Mr.Hall; Ambrofe; and I were again fent 
afhore, and one of the men that rowed us afhore 
ftole an axe, and gave it to us, knowing it was a 
good commodity with the Indians. It was now 
dark, therefore we lighted a candle, and I being 
the oldeft ftander in our new country, conducted 
them into one of the houfes, where we preiently 
hung up our hammocks. We had tcarce done this 
before the canoe came afhore again, and brought 
the four Malaya men belonging to Achin; which 
we took in the proe off Sumatra, and the Portu- 
guefe that came to our fhip out of the Siam Jonk 
at Pulo Condore; the crew having no occafion for 
thefe, being leaving the Malayan parts, where the 
Portuguefe fpark ferved as an interpreter ; and not 
fearing now that the s:chinefe could be ferviceable 
to us in bringing us over to their countrys forty 

Noi:.20. © J. leagues 
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fuch an attempt, as indeed it was a bold one. Now 
we were men enough to defend eurfelves againit 
- the natives of this ifland, if they fhould prove our 
enemies; though if none of thefe men had come 
afhore to me, | fhould not have feared any danger; 


tious of giving any offence to the natives, and am 
of opinion, that there are no people in the world 
fo barbarous as to kill a fingle perfon that falls ac- 
cidentally into their hands, or comes to live among 
them ; except they have before been injured by fome 
outrage, or violence committed againft them: yet 
even then, or afterwards, if a man could but pre- 
ferve his life from their firft rage, and come to treat 
with them, which is the hardeft thing becaufe their 
way is ufually to abfcond, and ruthing fuddenly 
upon their enemy to kill him at unawares, one 
might, by flight, infinuate ones felf into their fa- 
vour again: efpecially by fhewing fome toy or 
knack that they never faw before, which any Eu- 
ropean, that has feen the world, might foon con- 
trive to amufe them withal; and might be done 
generally, even with a little fire ftruck with a flint 
and fteel. | 


- or men-eaters, I never meet with any fuch people : 
all nations or families in the world, that I have feen 
or heard of, having fome fort of food to live on, 
either fruit, grain, or roots, which grow naturally, 
or elfe planted by them; if not fifh, and land-ani- 
mals befides (yea, even the people of New-Hol- 


fcarce kill a-man purpofely to eat him. I know 


in the world: and te facrifice their enemies to their 
gods, is a thing hath been much talk’d of with re- 
| jation 


* 


leagues off ; nor imagining that we durft make 


nay, perhaps lefs, becaufe I fhould have been cau- - 
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lation to the favages of America. Iam a ftranger 
to that alfo, if ic be, or have been cuftomary in 
any nation there; and yet, if they facrifice their 
enemies it is not neceffary they fhould eat them 
too. After all, I will not be peremptory in the 
negative, but I {peak as to the compafs of my own 
knowleige, and know fome of thefe cannibal fto- 
res to be falfe, and many of them to have been 
difproved fince I Arft went to the Weft Indies. At 
that time how barbarous were the poor Florida In- 
dians accounted, which now we find to be civil 
enough; what ftrange ftories have we heard of the 
Indians, whofe iflands were called the ifles of can- 
nibals? yet we find that they do trade very civilly 
with the French and Spaniards, and have done fo 


with us. I own that they have formerly endea- 


voured to deftroy our plantations at Barbadoes, and 
have fince hindered us from fertling the ifland Santa 
Loca, by deftroying two or three colonies fuccef- 
fively of thofe that were fettled there; and even 
the ifland Tabago has been often annoyed and ra- 
vaged by them, when fettled by the Dutch, and 
{till hes wafte, (though a delicate fruitful ifland) as 
being too near the Caribbees on the continent, who 
vifit it every year: but this was to preferve their 
own right, by endeavouring to ke¢p out any that 


would tetcle themfelves on thofe iflands, where they. 


had planted themfelves; yer even thefe people 
would not hurt a fingle perfon, as I have been told 
by fome that have been prifoners among them. I 
could inftance alfo in the Indians of Bocca Toro, 
and Bocca Drago, and many other places where 
they live, as the Spaniards call it, wild and favage ; 
yet there they have been familiar with privateers, 
but by abufes have withdrawn their friendfhip again. 
As for thefe Nicobar people, 1 found them affable 
enough, and therefore I did not fear them; bur I 
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did not much care whether I had gotten any more 


‘company or no. . 
But however I was very well fatisfied, and the 
rather becaufe we were now men enough to row 
ourfelves over to the ifland Sumatra; and accord- 
ingly we prefently confuleed how to purchafe a ca- 
noe of the natives. . is 
It was a fine clear moon-light night in which we 
were left afhore ; therefore we walked on the fandy 
bay, to watch when the fhip would weigh and be 
gone, not thinking ourfelves fecure in our new got- 
ten liberty till then. About eleven or twelve o’clock 
we faw her under fail and then we returned to our 
chamber, and foto fleep. This was the 6th of May. 
_ The next morning betimes, our landlord, with 
four or five of his friends, came to fee his new 
gueits, and was fomewhat furprized to fee fo many 
of us, for he knew of no more but myfelf; yet he 
feemed to be very well pleafed, and entertained us 
with a large callabafh of toddy, which he brought 
with him. Betore he went away again, (for where- 
foever we came they left their houfes to us, but 
whether out of fear or fuperftition I know not) we 
bought a canoe of him for an axe, and prefently 
put our chefts and cloaths in it, defigning to go to 
the fouth end of the ifland, and lie there till the 
monfoon fhitted, which we expected every day. 
When our things were ftowed away, we with the 
Achinele entered with joy into our new frigate, and 
Jaunched off from the fhore. We were no fooner 
off, but our canoe overiet bottom upwards. We 
preferved our lives well enough by {wimming, and 
drageed alfo our chefts and cloaths afhore, but all 
our things were wet. J had nothing of value but 
my journal and fome drafts of land, of my own 
taking, which I much prized, and which I had hi- 
therto carefully preferved. Mr. Hall had alfo fuch 
\ i ae another 
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another cargo of books, which, with much ado, we 
afterwards ried: but fome of our drafts that lay 
loofe i in our chefts were {poiled. 

We lay here afterwards three days, making great 
fires to dry our books. The Achinefe in the mean 
time fix’d our canoe, with outleagers on each fide ; 
and they alfo cut a good maft for her, and made a 
fubftantial fail with mats. 

The canoe being now very well fix’d, and our 
books, and eléarhs dry, we launched out the {fe- 
cond time, and rowed towards the eaft fide of the 
ifland, leaving many Iflands to the north of us. 
The Indians of the ifland accompanied us with 
eight or ten canoes againft our delire; for we 
thought that thefe men would make provifion dearer 
at that fide of the ifland we were going to, by giv- 
ing an account what rates we gave for it at the place 
from whence we came, which was owing to the 
fhip’s being there ; for the fhips crew were not fo 
thrifty in bargaining (as they feldom are) as fingle 
perfons, or a few men might be apt to be, who 
would keep to one bargain. Therefore to hinder 
them from going with us, Mr. Hall {cared one ca- 
noes’s crew, by ‘firing a fhot over them. They all 
leap’d over- board, and cried out, but feeing us row 
away, they got into their cances again, and came 
alter use}! 

The firing of that gun made all the inbegbiienis 
of the ifland to be our enemies. \ For prefently af- 
ter this we put afhore, at a bay where were four 
houfes, and a great many canoes ; but they all 
went away, and came near us no more for feveral 
days. We had then a great loaf of melory, which 
was our conftant food ; and if we bad a mind to 
cocoa nuts, or toddy, our Malayans of Achin 
would clim the trees, and fetch as many nuts as. we 
would have, and a good pot of toddy every morn- 
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ing. Thus we lived till our melory was almoft 
{pent ; being ftill in hopes that the natives would 
come to us, and fell it as they had formerly done. 
But they came not to us; nay, they oppofed us 
where-ever we came, and often fhaking their lances 
at us, made all the thew of hatred that they could 
invent. Periots 

At laft, when we faw that they ftood in oppo- 
 fition to us, we refolved to ufe force to get fome of 
their food, if we could not get it other ways. With 
this refolution, we went in our canoe to a imall bay, 
on the north part of the ifland, becaufe it was 
fmooth water there and good landing, but on the 
other fide, the wind being yet on that quarter, we_ 
could not land without jeopardy of overfetting our 
canoe, and wetting our arms, and then we muft 
have lain at the mercy of our enemies, who ftood 
two or three hundred men in every bay, where 
they {aw us coming, to keep us off. 

When we fet out, we rowed directly to the north 
end, and prefently were followed by feven or eight 
of their canoes. They keeping at a diltance, row- 
ed away fafter than we did, and got to the bay be- 
fore us ; and there, with about twenty more canoes 
full of men, they all landed, and flood to hinder 
us from landing; but we rowed in within an hun- 
dred yards of them. Then we lay ftill, and I took 
my gun, and prefented at them; at which they all- 
fell down flat on the ground: but I turned myfelf 
about, to fhew that we did not intend to harm 
them, [fired my gun off to the fea, fo that they 
might fee the fhot graze on the water. As foon as 
my gun was loaded again, we rowed gently ims at - 
which fome of them withdrew. ‘The reft ftanding | 
up, did ftill cut and hew the air, making figns of 
their hatred, till 1 once more frightned them with 
my gun, and ditcharged it as before. Then pete 
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of them fneaked away, leaving only five or fix 
men onthe bay. Then we rowed in again, and 
Mr. Hall, taking his {word in his hand, “leap’d a- 
fhore ; and | ttood ready with my gun to fire at the 
Indians, if they had injured him ; “but they did not 
ftir, till he came to them and faluted them. 

He fhook them by the hand, and by fuch figns 
of friendfhip as he made, the peace was concluded, 
ratified and confirmed by all that were prefent, and- 
others that were gone, were again called back, and 
they all very joytully accepted of a peace. This be- 
came univerfal over all the ifland, to the great joy. 
of the inhabitants. There was no ringing on bells, 
nor bonefires made, for that is not the ‘cultom hese, 
but gladnefs appeared in their countenances, fom.. 
now they could go out and fifh again, without fear 
of being taken. “This peace was not more welcome 
to sar than to us; for now the inhabitants 
brought their melory again to us, which we bought 
for old rags, and {mall ftripes of cloath, about as 
broad as the palm of ones hand. I did not fee a- 
bove five or fix hens, for they have but few on the 
ifland. At fome places we faw fome fmall hogs,” 

which we could have bought of them reafonably ;* 
- but we would not offend our Achinefe friends, who- 
were Mahometans. 

We ftaid here two or three days, 4nd then rowed 
toward the fouth end of the ifland, keeping on the 
eaft fide, and we were kindly received by the na- 
tives, where-ever we came. When we arrived at 
the fouth end of the ifland, we fitted ourfelves with 
melory and water, and about twelve large cocoa-nut 
fhells, that had all the kernel taken out, yet were 
_ preferved whole except only a fmall hole at one ends 
and all thefe held for us about three gallons and a 
half of water. We bought alfo two or three bam-. 
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bos, that held about four or five gallons more: 
this was our fea-ftore. | wri 
We now defigned to go to Achin, a town on the 
N. W. end of the ifland Sumatra, diftant from - 
hence about forty leagues, bearing fouth fouth eaft. 
We only waited tor the weftern monfoon, which we 
had expected a great while, and naw it feemed to 
be at hand; for the clouds began to hang their 
heads to the eaftward, and at laft moved gently 
that way; and though the wind was ftill at eatt, 
yet this was an infallible fign that the weftern. man- 
foon was nigh, Gog ey 


CHAP, XXV. 


They put to fea in an open boat, and fiand over to 
| Pafenge-Fouca, and from thence ta Achin. 


y I. was the 15th day of May, 1688, about four 
i o’clock in the afternoon, when we left Nicobar 
directing our courfe towards Achin, being eight 
men of us in company, viz. three Englith, four 
Malayans, who were born at Achin, and the mun- 
grel Portuguefe. | | 40 

Our veffel, the Nicobar canoe, was not one of 
the biggeft, por of the leaft fize: fhe was much 
about the burthen of one of our London wherries 
below bridge, and built fharp at both ends, like the 
fore part of a wherry. She was deeper than a wher- 
ry, but not fo broad, and was fo thin and light, 
that when empty, four men could launch her, or 
hale her afhore on a fandy bay. We hada cood 
fubltantial maft, and a mat fail, and good outla- 
ger: lafh’d very faft and firm on each fide the veflel, 
being made of ilrong poles. So that while thefe 
eontinued firm, the vefiei could not overfet, hic 
€. 
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fhe would eafily have done without them, and with 
them too, had they not been made very ftrong; 
and we were theretore much beholden to our A- 
chinefe companions for this contrivance. 

_ Thefe men were none of them fo fenfible of the 

danger as Mr. Hall and mytelf ; for they all con- 
fined fo much in us, that they did not fo much as 
{cruple any thing that we approved of ; neither was 
Mr. Hall fo well provided as I was, for before we 
left the fhip, I had purpolely confulted our draft of 
the Eaft Indies, for we had but one in the fhip, and 
out of that I had written in. my pocket book an 
account of the bearing and diftance of all the Ma- 
lacca coaft, and that of Sumatra, Pegu, and Siam, 
and allo brought away with me a pocket compais 
for my direétion, in any enterprize that I fhould: 
undertake, 
The weather at our fetting out, was very fair, 
clear and hot. The wind was ftill at S. E. a very 
{mall breeze, juft fanning the air, and the clouds 
were moving gently from weit to eaft, which gave 
us hopes that the winds were either at weft already, 
abroad at fea, or would be fo in a very fhort time. 
We took this opportunity of fair weather, being in 
hopes to accomplifh our voyage to Achin, before 
the weftern monfoon was fet in ftrong, knowing 
that we fhould have very bluftering weather after 
this fair weather, efpecially at the frtt coming of 
the weftern monfoon, 

We rowed therefore away to the fouthward, fup- 
pofing that when we were clear from the ifland we 
fhould have a true wind, as we call it, for the land 
hales the wind ; and we often find the wind at fea 
different from what it is near the fhore. We rowed 
the firft afternoon, and the night enfuing, abour 
twelve leagues by my judgment. Our courle was 
fouth fouth eaft, but the 16th day in the morning 
when 
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when the fun was an hour hich, we faw the ifland 
from whence we came, bearing N.W. by N. there- 
fore I found we had gone a point more to the eatt> 
than J intended, for which rea fon we fteered fouth 
by eaft. 

In the afternoon at four o rclboley we had a gentle 
breeze at W. S. W. which continued fo till nine, 
all which time we laid down our oars, and fteered © 
away S. S..E. I was then at the helm, and I found — 
by the ripling of the fea, that there was a ftrong 
current againft us. It made a great noife that 
might be heard near half a mile. At nine o’clock 
it fell calm, and fo continued till ten. Then the 
wind {prung up again, and blew a frefh broekes all 
night. | 

“The x sth day in the morning we  look’d out fae 
the ifland Sumatra, fuppofing ‘that we were now 
within twenty leagues of it; for we had rowed and 
failed, by our reckoning twenty-four leagues from 
Nicobar ifland ; and the diftance from Nicobar to 
Achin is about forty leagues. But we look’d in 
vain for the ifland Sumatra; for turning ourfelves 

about, we faw to our orief, Nicobar ifland, lying 
W.N.W. and not above eight leagues diftant, 
By this it was vifible, that we had met a very 
ftrong current againft us in the night. But the 
wind frefhened on us, and we made the beft ufe of 
it while the weather continued fair. At noon we 
had an obfervation of the fun; my lat. was 6d, _ 
55m. and Mr. Hall’s was 7 d. north. 
The 18th day the wind frefhened on us again, 
and the fky began to be clouded. It was indiffe- 
rent clear till noon, and we thought to have had an 
obiervation, but were hindered by the clouds that 
covered the face of the fun, when it came on the 
meridian. This often happens that we are difap- 


pointed of making obfervatiens, by the fun’s being 
7 clouded 
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clouded at noon, though it fhines clear both before 
and after, efpecially in places near the fun; and 
this obfcuring of the fun at noon, is commonly 
fudden and unexpected, and for about half an hour 
or more. | 

We had then alfo a very ill prefage, by a great 
circle about the fun (five or fix times the diameter 
of it) which feldom appears, but f{torms of wind, 


er much rain enfue. Such circles about the moon _ 


are more frequent but of lefs import. We com- 
monly take great notice of thefe that are about the 
fun, obferving if there be any breach in the circle, 
and in what quarter the breach is, for from thence 
we commonly find the greateft itrels of the wind will 
come. I muft confefs that I wasa little anxious at 
the fight of this circle, and wifh’d heartily that we 
“were near fome land. Yet I fhewed no fign of it 
to difcourage my conforts, but made a virtue of 
neceffity, and put a good countenance on the mat- 
ter. 

I told Mr. Hall that if the wind became too 
{trong and violent, as I feared it would, it being 
even then very itrong, we muft of necefiity fteer 
away before the wind and fea, till better weather 
preiented; and that as the winds were now, we 
thould,. inftead of about twenty leagues to Achin, 
be driven fixty or feventy leagues to the coaft of 
Cudda or Queda, a kingdom, and town, and har- 
bour of trade on the coaft of Malacca. 

The winds therefore bearing very hard, we rolled 
up the foot of our fail on a pole faftened to it, and 
fettled our yard within three feet of the cance fides, 
fo that we had now but a fmall fail, yet it was ftill 
too big, confidering the wind; for the wind being 
on our broad fide, preft her down very much, tho’ 
fupported by her outlagers; infomuch that the 
poles of the outlagers going from the fides of the 
vefiel, 
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veflel, bent as if they would break; and fhould 
they have broken, our overturning and perifhing 
had been inevitable ; befides, atest fea increafing, 
would foon have filled the veffel this way. Yer 
thus we made a fhift to Lear up with the fide of the 


veflel againtt the wind for a while; but the wind- 


ftill encteafing, about one o’clock in the afternoon 
we put away right before wind and fea, continuing 
to run thus all the afternoon, and part of the night 
enfuing. The wind continued, increafing all the 
afternoon, and the fea ftill {well’d higher, and often 
broke, Bie did us no damage; for the ends of the 
veflel being very narrow, he that fteered received 


and broke the fea on his back, and fo kept it from — 


coming in fo much as to endanger the veffel ; tho’ 
much water would come in, which we were forced 
to keep heaving out continually. And by this time 
we faw it was well that we had altered our courte, 
every wave would elfe have fill’d and funk us, tak- 
ing the fide of the veffel: and though our outlagers 
were well Jafh’d down to the canoe’s bottom with 
rattans, yet they muft probably have yielded to fuch 


a fea as this, when even before, they w were plunged 


under water, and bent like twigs. 

The evening of this 18th day was very difmal; 
the fky looked very black, being covered with dark 
clouds, the wind blew hard, and the feas ran hich, 
The fea was already roaring in a white foam about 
us; a dark night coming on. and no land in fight 
to fhelter us, ait our little bark in danger to Be 
fwallowed by every wave ; and what was worft of 
all, none of us thought ourfelves prepared for ano- 
ther world. ‘The readér may better guefs, than I 
can exprefs, the confufion that we were all in. I 
had been in many eminent dangers before now, 
fome of which I have already reiated, but the wortt 
of them all was but a play-game, in ae 
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with this. I muft confefs that I was in great con- 
flicts of mind at this time. Other dangers came 
not upon me with fuch a_leifurely and dreadful fo- 
lemnity : a fudden fkirmifh or engagement, or fo, 
was nothing when ones blood was up, and pufh’d 
forwards with eager expectations. But here I had 
a lingering view of approaching deach, and little 
or no hopes of efcaping it; and I muft confefs that 
my courage, which I had hitherto kept up, failed 
me here, and I made very fad reflections on my for- 
mer life, and look’d back with horror and detefta- 
tion, on actions which before I difliked, but now I 
trembled at the remembrance of. I had long be- 
fore this repented me of that roving courfe of life, 
but never with fuch concern as now. I did alfo 
call to mind the many miraculous acts. of God’s 
providence towards me, in the whole courfe of my 
life, of which kind, I believe few men have met 
with the like. For all thefe I returned thanks in a 
peculiar manner, and this once more defired God’s 
affiftance, and compofed my mind, as well as I 
could, in the hopes of it, and, as the event fhew’d, 
I was not difappointed of my hopes. | 

Submitting ourfelves therefore to God’s good 
providence, and taking all the care we could to pre- 
ferve our lives, Mr. Hall and I took turns to fteer, 
and the reft took turns to heave out the water, and 
thus we provided to {pend the moft doleful night I 
ever was in. About ten o’clock it began to thun- 
der, lighten and rain; but the rain was very wel- 
come to us, having drank up all the water we 
brought from the ifland. 

The wind ar firft blew harder than before, but 
within half an hour it abated, and became more * 
moderate, and the fea alfo aflwaged of its fury ; and 
then by alighted match, of which we kept a piece 
burning on purpofe, we looked on our compals, 49 
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fee how we fteered, and found our courfe to be ftill 
eaft. We had no occafion to look on the compafs — 


before, for we fteered right before the wind, which 
if it had fhifted, we had been obliged to have alter- 
ed our courfe accordingly. But now it being abated; 
we found our veffel lively enough with that {mall 
fail which was then on board, to hale to our for- 
mier courfe, S.S.E. which accordingly we did, be- 
ing now in hopes again to get to the ifland Sutiia- 
tra. But about two o’clock in the morning of the 
rgth day, we had another guft of wind, with much 
thunder, lightning, and rain, which lafted till day, 
and obliged us to Dut before the wind again, fteer- 
ing thus for feveral hours. It was very dark, and 
the hard rain foaked us fo thoroughly, that we had 
not one dry thread about us. The rain chill’d us 
extreamly ; for any frefh water is much colder than 
that of the fea. For even in the coldeft climates 
the fea is warm, and in the hotteft climates the rain 
is cold and’ unwholefome for man’s body. In this 
wet ftarvling plight we fpent the tedious night. Ne- 
ver did poor mariners on a lee fhore more earneftly 
long for the dawning light, than we did now. At 
length the day appeared ; but with fuch dark black 
clouds near the horizon, that the firtt glimpfe of the 
dawn appeared thirty or forty degrees high 5 which 
was dreadful enough ; for it is a common riot a- 
mong feamen, and true, as I have experienced, that 
a high dawn will have high winds, and a low dawn, 
fall winds. 

We continued our courfe ftill eaft, before wind 
and fea, till about eight o’clock in the morning of 
this rgth day ; and chen one of our Malayan friends 


cried out. Palo way. Mr. Hall, Ambrofe and To 


thought the fellow had faid pull away, an expref- 
fon ufval among Enelifh feamen, when they are 


rowing. And we wondered what he meant by it, 
till 
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till we faw him point to his conforts; and then we 
looking that way, faw land appearing, like an 
ifland, “and all our Malayans faid it was an ifland 
at the N. W. end of Sumatra, called Way for 
Pulo Way, is the ifland Way. We, who were 
dropping with wet, cold and hungry, were all 
overjoyed at the fight of the land, and prefently 
marked its bearing. It bore fouth, and the wind 
was {till at weft, a {trong gale; but the fea did not 
run fo high as in the night. Therefore we trimmed 
our fmall fail no bigger than an apron, and {fteered 
with it. Now our “outlagers did us a great kind- 
nefs again, for although we had but a {mall fail, 
-yet the wind was ftrone, and preft down our vefiel’s 
fide very much ; but Being UB BOL sd by the outs 

lagers, we could brook i it well enough, which other- 
wile we could not have done. 

About noon we faw more land beneath the {up- 
pofed Pulo Way; and fteering towards it, before 
night we faw all the coaft of Sumatra, and found 

the errors of our Achinefe ; for the high land that 
we firft faw, which then appeared like an ifland, 
was not Pulo Way, but a great high mountrain on 
the ifland Sumatra, called by the Englifh the Gol- 

den Mountain. Our wind continued till about fe- 
- ven o’clock at night, then it abated, and at ten it 
died away ; and then we ftuck to our oars again, 
though all of us quite tired with our former fatigues 
and hardfhips. 

The next morning being the 2oth day, we faw 
all the low land plain, and judged ourfelves not a- 
bove eight leagues off. About eight o’clock in the 
morning we had the wind again at welt, a frefh gale, 
and fteering in ftill for the Loi Hes at five o’clock in 
the afternoon we run to. the mouth of the river on 
the ifland Sumatra, called Paffange Jonca, It is 
taisty four leagues to the eaftward of Achin, and 
fix 
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fix leagues to the weft of Diamond Point, which 


makes with three angeles of a rhombus, and is low 
land. 


and carried us to a fmall fifhing village within a 
mile of the river’s mouth, cailed “alfo by the name 
of the river, Pafflange Jonca. The hardfhips of 
this voyage, with the fcorching heat of the fun, at 
our firft fetting out, and the cold rain, and our 
continuing wet for the lait two days, caft us all into 
fevers, fo that now we were not able to help each 
other, nor fo much as to get our canoe up to the 
village ; but our Malayans got fome of the townl- 
men to bring her up. 

The news of our arrival being noifed abroad, 
one of the Oramkais or noblened of the ifland 
came in the night to fee us. We were then lying 


ina {mall hut, at the end of the town, and it being 


late, this lord only viewed us, and having {poken 
with our Malayans, went away, but he returned to 


us again the next day, and provided a large houfe 
for us to live in, till we fhould be recovered of our. 


ficknefs ; ordering the towns people to let us want 


for nothing. The Achinete Malayans that came 


with us, told them all the circumftances of our 
voyage ; how they were taken by our fhip, and 
where, and how we that came with them were pri- 
foners on board the fhip, and had been fet athore at 
Wicobar, as they were. It was for this reafon pro- 
bably, that the gentlemen of Sumatra were thus 
extraordinary kind to us, to provide every thing 
that we had need of; nay, they would force us to 
accept of prefents from them, that we knew not 
what to do with; as young buffaloes, goats, &c. 
for thefe we would turn loofe at night, after the 
gentlemen who gave them to us were gone, for we 


were prompted by our Achinefe conforts to accept 
of 


Our Malayans were very well acquainted here, 
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of them, for fear of difobliging by our refufal. But 
the cocoa-nuts, plantains, fowls, egos, fifh and 
rice, we kept for our ufe. The Malayans that ac- 
companied us from Nicobar feparated themfelves 
from us now living at one end of the houfe by 
themfelves, for they were Mahometans, as all thofe 
of the kingdom of Achin are; and though during 
eur paflage by fea together, we made them content 
to drink their water out of the fame cocoa fhell 
with us; yet being now no longer under that ne- 
ceflity, they again took up their accuftomed nicety 
and refervedneis. They all lay fick, and as their 
ficknefs increafed, one of them threatned us that if 
any of them died, the reft fhould:kill us, for hav- 
ing brought them this voyage; yet I queftion whe- 
ther they would have attempted, or the country 
people have fuffered it. We made a fhift to drefs 
our own food, for none of thefe people, though. 
they were very kind in giving us any thing that we 
wanted, would yet come near us, to afiift us in 
dreffing our victuals; nay, they would not touch 
any thing that we ufed. We had all fevers, and 
therefore took turns to drefs victuals, according as 
we had ftrength to do it, or ftomachs to eat. — [. 
found my fever to encreafe, and my head fo diftem- 
pered, that I could fearce ftand, therefore I whet- - 
ted and fharpened my penknife, in order to Jet my- 
felf blood, but I could not, for my knife was too. 
blunt. ; | 
We ftaid here ten or twelve days, in hopes to re- 
cover our health, but finding no amendment, jwe 
defired to go to Achin. But‘we were deiayed b 
the natives, who had a defire to have kept Mr. 
Hall and myfelf, to fail in their veffels to Malacca, 
Cudda,, or to other;places whither they-trade. Buc 
finding us more defirous. to be with our country-_ 
men, in our factory at Achin, they provided a large 
M proe 
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_proe to carry us thither, we not being able to ‘mae 


nage our own canoe.  Befides, before this three of 
our Malayan comrades were gone very fick into the 
country, and only one of them and the Portuguefe 
remained with us, accompanying us to Achin, and 
they both as fick as we were. 

Te was the beginning of June, 1688, thenivie 
_ left Paffange Jonca. We had four men to row, one 
to fteer, and a gentleman of the country, that went — 
purpolely to give an information to the government 
of our arrival. We were but three days and nights 
in our paffage, having fea breezes by day, and 
land winds by night, and very fair weather. 

When we arrived at Achin, I was carried before 
the Shabander, the chief magiitrate in the city. 
One Mr. Dennis Drifeal, an Irifhman, and a refi- 
dent there, in the factory which our Eaft India 
company had there then, was interpreter. I being 
weak, was fuffered to ftand in the Shabander’s pre- 
fence, for it is their cuftom to make men fit on the 
floor, as they do, crofs-legged like taylors; but I 
had not ftrength then to pluck up my heels in that 
manner. The Shabander afked me feveral quetti- 
ons, efpecially how we durft venture to come ina 
canoe from the Nicobar ifland to Sumatra. I told 
him, that I had\been accuftomed to hardfhips and. 
hazards, therefore I did with much freedom under- 
take it. He enquired allo concerning our fhip, 
whence fhe came, &c. I told him from the fouth 
feas; that fhe had ranged about the Philippine 
iflands, &c. and was now gone towards Arabia and > 
the Red Sea. The Malayans alfo and Portuguefe 
were afterward examined, and confirmed what I 
declared, and in lefs than half an hour I was dif- 
mift with Mr. Drifcal, who then lived in the Eng- 
lith Eaft India company’s factory. He provided a 
room for us to lie in, and fome victuals. > 
Three 
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Three days after our arrival here our Portuguefe 
died of a fever. What became of our Malayans I 
know not. Ambrofe lived not long atter, Mr. riall 
_alfo was fo weak, that [ did not think he would re- 
cover. I was the beft, yet {till very fick of a fee 
ver, and little likely to live. Therefore Mr. Drifz. 
cal, and fome other Enelifhmen, perfuaded me to 
take fome purging phyfic of a Malayan doctor. I 
took their advice, being willing to get eafe , but af- 
ter three dofes, each a large callabath of nafty ftuff, 
finding no amendment, I thought to -defift trom 
more phyfic, but was perfuaded to take one dofé 
more, which I did, and it wrought fo violently, 
that I thought it would have ended my days. I 
ftruggled till I had been about twenty or thirty 
times at {tool ; burt it working fo quick with me, 
with little intermiffion, and my ftrength being al- 
moit {pent, I even threw myfelt down once for all, 
and had above fixty ftools in all before it letr off 
working. I thought my Malayan doétor, whom — 
they fo much commended, would have killed me 
outright. I continued extraordinary weak for fome 
days after his drenching me thus; but my fever left 
me for above a week, aiter which it returned upon 
me again for a twelve month, and a flux with it. 

However, when I was a little recovered trom the 
effects of my drench, I made a fhift to go abroad ; 
and having been kindly invited to captain Bowrey’s 
houfe there, my firft vifit was to him, who had a 
ihip in the road, but lived afhore. This gentle- 
man was extraordinary kind to us all, particularly 
Me, and importuned me to go his boatiwain to 
Perfia, whither he was bound, with a defign to {ell 
his fhip there, as I was told, tho’ not by himifeif. 
From thence he intended to pafs with the caravan 
to Aleppo, and fo home for England. His bufi- 
nefs required him to itay fome time lon ger at Achin ; 
M *2 
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I judge to fell fome commodities that he had riot 
yet ditpofed of. Yet he chofe rather ta leave the 
difpofal of them to fome merchant there, and make 
a fhort trip to the Nicobar iflands in the mean time, 
and on his return to take in his effects, and fo pro- 
ceed towards Perfia. This was a fudden refolution 
of captain Bowrey’s, prefently after the arrival of 
a {mall frigate from Siam, with an ambaffador from 
the king of Siam to the queenof Achin. ‘The am- 
baffador was a Frenchman by nation. The veftel 
that he came in was but fmall, yet very well man- 
ned, and fitted fora fight. ‘Dherefore it was gene- 
rally fuppofed here that captain Bowrey was afraid 
to lie in Achin road, becaufe the Siamers were now 
at wars with the Englifh, and he was not able to. 
defend his fhip, if he fhould be attacked by them. 
__ But whatever made him think of going to the 
Nicobar iflands, he provided to fail, and took me, 
Mr. Hall, and Ambrofe with him, tho’ all of us 
fo fick and weak that we could do him no fervice. 
It was fome time about the beginning of June when — 
we failed out of Achin road, but we met with the 


_- wind at N.W. with turbulent weather, which forced 


us back again in two days time. Yet he gave us 
each twelve mefs a-piece, a gold coin, each of 
which is about the value of fifteen pence Englith. 
So he gave over that defion; and fome Enelifh - 
{hips coming into Achin road, he was not afraid of 

the Siamers who lay there. | 
After this, he again invited me to his houfe at 
Achin, and treated me always with wine ahd good 
cheer, and {till importuned me to go to Perfia with 
him, being very weak, and fearing the wefterly winds 
would create a great deal of trouble, did not give 
him a pofitive anfwer , e(pecially becaufe J] thought 
I might get a better voyage in the Englith fhips 
-newly arrived, or fome others now expected here. 
It 
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it was this captain. Bowrey who fent the letter 
from Borneo directed to the chief of the Englith 
factory at Mindanao, of which mention is cide 
in chapter AX. 


CHAP. XXVI. 
FTis voyage from Achin in Sumatra, to Malacca, Ton- 
quin, and other places in the Eaft- Indies. 


s Short time after this, captain Weldon touch- 


ed here, in a fhip called the Curtana, to fell 
the flaves he had brought with him from Fort St, 
George, being in his way to the ftreights of Malac- 


ca, and fo to Tonquin, whither.he was bound, 


This afforded me the opportunity of trying that 
voyage, to which he kindly invited me, and to 
which I was the more encouraged becaufe he had a 
good furgeon in his fhip, whote advice I needed ; 
and my friend Mr. Hall was particularly animated 
thereby, who had alfo refolved upon this voyage, 
and was in a weaker condition than mylelf. Befides, 
captain Weldon promifed to buy a floop at Ton- 
quin, of which he would make me commander, to 
go a trading voyage from thence to Cochinchina, 
Champa, Cambodia, or fome other of the’ adjacent 
countries ; which trade has been fcarce yet attempt 
ed by our countrymen, and there were hopes it 
might turn to good account ; but this pr oject came, 


to nothing. 


However, captain Weldon having finithed his 
bufinefs at Achin, I fet out. thence with him thro’ 


the ftreights of Malacca, and we foon arrived at 


the Peiani of Malacca; of which town and country 
I fhall have a better occafion to fpeak hereafter. 
Here we found the Czfar of London, commanded 
by captain Wright, who came from Bombay, and 
was bound to China. He ftopped here to water and 

Wig refrefh, 
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refrefh, as is ufual for fhips to do that pafs thefe 
ftreights. By him we were informed that three 
other Englifh fhips had touched here, and were 
paft on to the eaftward ten days before. Thefe 
three fhips came from Fort St. George, in company 
with captain Weldon ; but his bufinefs calling hira 
to Achin, they in the mean time profecuting their 
voyage, got the ftart of us thus much, The Cz- > 
far was foon ready to fail again, and went away the 
next morning after our arrival at Malacca. 

- Our captain being a ftranger to the bay of Ton- 
quin as were all his fhips company, he hired a 
Dutch pilot at Malacca; and having finithed his 
bufinels there, we fet fail, two days after the Cefar. 
We were defirous to overtake thefe four fhips, and 
therefore crouded all the fail we could make; hav- 
ing a {trong wefterly wind, accompanied with ma- 
ny hard gufts and tornadoes. and the next day we 
got fight of them; for they had not yet pafled 
through a narrow paflage, called the ftreights of 
Sincapore. We foon got up with them, and paft 
through together; and failing about three leagues 
further, we anchored near an ifland called Pulo 
Nuttee, belonging to the kingdom of Jihore. 

Here captain Weldon took in wood and water, 
and {ome of the Indian inhabitants came on board 
us in their canoes, of whom we bought a few co- 
6oa-nuts, plantains, and frefh fifth. We ftaid here 
not above twenty four hours; for the other fhips 
had filled moft of their water at other iflands near 
this, before we came up with them; for tho’ fhips 
do ufually take in water at Malacca town, yet they 
do as frequently difcharge it again at fome of thefe 
iffands ‘and take: in’ betters 0 Fe 1m id 
~ We failed the next day, and kepr near the Ma-— 

‘lacca fhore, and there paffing by the mouth of ‘the 
river Jihore, we left many other iflands on our {tar- 
boatd fide. ! pol Phe 
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The river of Jihore runs by the city of that name, 
which is the feat of that little kingdom of Jihore. 
This kingdom lies on the continent of Malacca, and 
confitts of the extremity or doubling of the pra- 
montory. It abounds with pepper, and other good 
commodities. | | 

They are a Mahometan people, very warlike, 
and defirous of trade. They delight much in fhip- 
ping and going to fea; all the neighbouring iflands 
in a manner being colonies of this kingdom, and 
under its government. They coaft about in their 
own fhipping to feveral parts of Sumatra, Java, &c. 
their veffels are but fmall, yet very ferviceable ; and 
the Dutch buy up a great many of them at a {mall 
price, and make good trading floops of them 5 but 
they firft fic them up after their own fafhion, and 
put a rudder to them, which the Jihorians don’t ufe, 
tho’ they are very good feamen in their way, but 
they make their vefiels fharp at each end, tho’ but — 
one end is ufed as the head; and inftead of a ruds. 
der, they have on each fide the ftern a thing like a 
very broad oar,. one of which they let down into 
the water at pleafure, as there is occafion to fteer 
the fhip either to the one fide or the other, always 
letting down that which is to the leeward. They 
have proes of a particular neatnefs and curiofity. 
We call them half-moon proes, for they turn up fo. 
much at each end from the water, that they refemble 
a half-moon with the horns upwards. ‘They are. 
kept very clean, fail well, and are much ufed by 
them in their wars. The people of Jihore have. 


formerly endeavoured to get a commerce with our 


nation; for what reafon that trade is neglected by 
us I know not. The Dutch trade very much there, 
and have lately endeavoured to bring the king, who. 
js but young to their bow. ‘ 

Saas M 4 | At 


5 


176 The VOYAGES and ADVENTURES of 


Acthe farther end of the ftreights of Malacca, 


among many other ‘iflands, we failed by thofe of 
Pulo Oro, and Pulo Timaon; which laft is a place | 


often touch’d at for wood, water, and other retrefh= 


ments, tho’ we paft it by. Among other things, 


there are great plenty of excellent green turtle a- 
mong thefe iflands, | baal oa 
Being at laft got clear of all the iflands into the 
wide ocean, we fteered away {till together til] we 
came in fight of Pulo Condore ; when having all 
brought to, and fpoke with each other, we parted 
for our feveral voyages.. The Czefar and two others 
that were bound to China, {fteered away to the eaft- 
ward, keeping to the fouth of Pulo Condore, being 
their beft courfe, thereby to avoid the large fhoals 


of Pracel. We and the Saphire of Fort St.George, | 


commanded by captain Lacy, fteered more north- 
erly, and leaving Pulo Condore on our {tarboard, 
we halled in for the continent, and fell in with it 
near the river of Cambodia: but leaving this alfo 
on our ftarboard fide, we coafted along to the ealt- 
ward, keeping near the Champa fhore ; and coming 


to the point of land that bounds the S. W. part of | 


the bay of Tonquin, we doubled it, and coafting 
to the north, Jeaving Champa ftill on our larboard 
fide, and the fhoals of Pracel about twelve or four- 
teen leagues off on our ftarboard fide ; we kept a- 
jong fair by the fhore, juft without Pulo Canton. 
‘Chis ifland lies in about 13d. north, It is much 
frequented by the Cochinchinefe, whofe country be- 
gins hereabouts, bordering on the kingdom Cham- 
pa. They are moft fifhermen'that come hither, and 
their chief bufineis is to make oil of porpofes ; for 
theic fifh are found in great plenty here at fome {ea- 


fons of the year, and then the Cochinchinefe refort 


hither to take them. The people that we found 


on Pulo Condore, mentioned in chapter XXI. page ~ 
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os vol. II. were of thefe Cochinchinefe. The tur- 
tle alfo which they catch is chiefly to make oil of 
their fac; and there is great {tore of turtle on all 
this coait. 

We coatted yet farther on this fhore, till we came 
to the iflands of Champello. Theile may feem to 
have tome affiaity to Champa, by the found of the 
word, which one would take to by a Portuguefe di- 
minutive of Champa ; yet they lie on the Cochin- 
china coait, and belong to it, tho’ uninhabited. 
They are four or ive in number, and lie four or 
five leagues from the fhore.’ They are called 
Chapello de la Mar, to diltinguifh them from o- 
thers lying farther down in they bay of Tonquin, 
called Champello de Terra. Thefe lait lie in about 
16d. 45 m. north, but the iflands of Champello 
de la Mar lie in about 13 d. 45 m. north. - 

Over againt{t thefe laft iflands, on the main, there 
is a large 1 navigable river empties itfelf into the fea. 
cae ne of Quinam ftands on the banks of this ri- 
wer, and is faid to be the principal city of the king- 
dom f san sien As to its diftance from the 
fea, bignefs, flrength, riches, &c. ] am yet in the 
dark 5 only I have been informed, that if a thip is 
caft away on this kingdom, the feamen that efcape 
drowning and get athore become flaves to the king. 
Captain John Tiler was. thus ferved, and defpaired 
OF ever getting his freedom 5 but after a confidera- 

ble {tay there, he was taken notice of by the king, 
and upea promife of returning again to trade cHBAS, 
he was fent away, 1 failed in a veflel of his after 
this, but I never found him inclined to trade thi- 
ther any more. However, notwithfanding this 
their feverity to. fhipwreck’d people, I have been 
informed by capt. Tiler and others, that they have 
a defire to wade, tho’ they are yet deftitute of the 
means tQ attain it. This defire of trade, they feem 


to 
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to have taken up from fome Chinefe fugitives, wha 
fled from the Tartars, when they conquered their 


country; and being kindly received by thefe Cochin- 


chinefe, and having among them many artificers, 
they inftrudted their kind proteétors in many ufeful 
arts, of which they were wholly ignorant before. 
°Tis probable that their cuftom of feizing fhip- 
wreck’d feamen may foon vanith by the coming in 
ef trade, which is already advancing among them; 
for the merchants of China do now drive fome {mail 
traffic among thefe people, and. fetch thence fome 
{mall quantities of pepper, lignum aloes, and agua- 
la wood, which is much efteemed for its rare {cent, 
and is very valuable in others parts of India. They 
alfo fetch betel from hence, which grows here in 
great plenty. I have had no account of any fhip- 
ping the Cochinchinefe have of their own, but I 
have met with them in their open boats of four, 
five or fix tons, employing themfelves chiefly in 
getting pitch and tar from Pulo Condore, in fifh- 
ing about the coaft and ifland to get oil, and in 
fetching aguala wood from the bay of Siam ; which 
whether it grows there or no, I cannot tell, but I 
have heard that it is only drift wood caft afhore by 
the fea. ; ) 


The feizing fhipwreck’d men has alfo been a cu- 


ftom at Peeu, but whether till continued I know. 
not. They look’d on fuch, as men preferved by 
God, purpofely for them to feed and maintain; 
and therefore the king ordered them to be main- 
tained by his fubjects; neither was any work re- 
quired of them, but they had liberty to beg. By 


this means they got food and raiment from the in- 
habitants, who were zealoufly charitable to them. 


But to proceed ; we kept a little without all the 
iflands, and coafting five or fix leagues further, we 
{tood right over towards the north eatt cod of the 

te \ bay 


ee 
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‘bay of Tonguin. The bay of Tonquin has its en- 
trance between the fouth ealt point of Champa on 
the weit fide, which lies. in the lat. of about 12 d. 
north, and the ifland of Aynam. near the S. W. 
part of China, on the eaft fide. The ifland of Ay- 
nam isin about rgd north It is a pretty confi- 
derable ifland, well people with Chinefe inhabitants. 
They have fhips of their own, and drive a great 
trade by fea. I have feen many of their fhips, 
fome of one hundred tons, with outlagers on both 
fides, and others like ordinary jonks, without out- 
lagers ; but am wholly ignorant of their trade, any 
farther than what I have mentioned of their having 
pearl uyfters there. 
. Near the cod of the bay of Tonquin there are 
abundance of {mall iflands, of which I fhall fpeak 
more hereafter. The mouth of the bay feems to 
be barred up with the great fhoal of Pracel, which 
lies ftretched at length before it, yet leaving two. 
wide channels, one at each end, fo that fhips may 
pafs in or out either way: and therefore even the 
fhips that are bound from the ftreights of Malacca 
er Siam to China, may as well pafs to and fro with- 
in the fhoal as without. 

The bay of Tonquin is about thirty leagues wide 
in the broadeft place. There is good founding and 
anchoring all over it; and in the middle, where it 
is deepett, there is about forty fix fathom water. 
there you have black ooze, and dark peppery fand; 
but on the weft fide there is reddifh oozy fand. Be- 
fides the other iflands. before mentioned, there are 
others of lefs note on the Cochinchina coaft; but 
none of them above four or five miles from the 
fhore. 

In the bottom of the bay alfo, there are fome 
fmall iffands, clofe by the Tonquin fhore: two of 
thefe are of fpecial note, not for their bignefs but 
for fea-marks for the two principal rivers, or mouth 

- rather 
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rather of the chief river of Tonquin. One of thefe 
rivers or mouths, is called Rokbo. It difcharges 
itfelf into the fea near the N.W. corner of the bay ; 
and the mouth of it is in about 20 d. 6 m. north. 
This river or branch I was not at; but have been 
informed, that it has not above twelve feet water 
at the entrance, but that its bottom is foft ooze, 
and therefore very convenient for fmall veffels, and 
is the way that all the Chinefe and Siamers ufe. 
Abdout a league to the weltward of this river’s 
mouth, there is a {mall pretty high ifland, called 
Fifhers IMand. It lies about two miles from the 
fhore, and hath good anchoring about it in feven- 
teen or eighteen feet water; and therefore it is not 
only a fea-mark for the river, but a fecure place to 
ride in, and very convenient for fhips to anchor at, 
to fhelter themfelves when they come hither, efpe- 
cially if they have not a prefent opportunity to en- 
ter the river; either becaufe of coming too late in 
the year, or being hindered by bad weather. 

The other river or mouth, was that by which we 
entered, and is: larger and deeper than the former. 
I know not its particular name ; but for diftinétion 
I fhall call it the river of Domea, becaufe the firft 
town of note, that I faw on its bank, was fo called. 
The mouth of this river is in lat. 20d. 45m. It 
difembogues twenty leagues to the N. E. ot Rokbo. 
There are many dangerous fands and fhoals, bee 
tween thefe two rivers, which ftretch into the fea 
two leagues or more ; and all the coaft, even from 
the Cochinchina fhore on the weft, to China on the 
eaft, admits of fhoals and fands, which yet in fome 
places lie ftretched farther off from the fhore than 
in others. 3 ES Nap 

This river of Domea is that by which moft Eu- 
ropean fhips enter, for the fake of its depth; yet 
here is a bar of near two miles broad, and the i 

, ney. 
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nel is about half a mile broad, having fands on 
each fide. The depth of the river is various at 
different times and feafons; by the relation of the 
pilots who are beft acquainted here; for at fome 
times of the year here is not above fifteen or fixteen 
feet water on a fpring-tide, and at other times here 
are twenty fix or twenty feven feet. The highett 
tides are faid to be in the month of November, De- 
cember, and January, when the northerly monfoons 
blow; and the loweft in May, June, and July, 
when the foutherly monfoons blow ; but to be par- 
ticular in them is beyond my experience. 

The channel | of the bar is hard fand, which 
mies it the more dangerous ; and the tides whirl- 
ing among the fands, {ets divers ways in a tides 
time ; which makes it the more dangerous ftill. 
Therefore fhips that come hither, commonly wait 
for a pilot to direct them, and if they arrive when 
it is neap-tide, they mutt ftay for a {pring before a 
pilot will come off to take charge of them. The 
mark of this river is a great high ridgy mountain 
in the country, called the Elephant. This muft be 
brought to bear N.W. by N. then fteering towards 
the (gee. the water runs lhallower, till you come 
into fix fathoms, and then you will be two or three 
miles from the entrance. of the bar, and about the 
{ame diftance from a {mall ifland called Pearl Ifland, 
which will then bear neareft N. N. EK. Having 
thefe marks and depth, you may anchor and wait 
for a pilot. ° 

Lhe pilots for this river are fifhermen, who live 
at a village called Batfha, at the mouth of the ri- 
ver ; fo feated, that they can fee all fhips that wait 
for a pilot, and hear the guns too, that are often 
fired as fignals by Europeans, to give notice of their 
arrival. 


It 
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It was in the road before the bar, in fight of the 
Elephant land, that we found the Rainbow of Lon- 
don, captain Pool commander, riding and waiting 
for a pilot, when we and captain Lacy arrived. 
Captain Pool came directly trom England, and 
pafiing thro’ the ttreights of Sundy, touched at Ba- 
tavia. | “ae 

He had lain here two or three days before we 
arrived ; but the {pring-tides coming on, the pilots 
came on board, and we all three in company pafled 
over the bar, and entering about halt Hood, we had 
fourteen feet and a half water on the bar. Bemg 
got over-the bar we found it deeper, and the bot. 
tom foft ooze. The river at its mouth is above a4 
mile wide, but grows narrower as you run farther 
up. We had a moderate fea-breeze, and having a 
good tide of flood, made the beft of it to reaca to 
our anchoring place. ‘i 

Having run about five or fix leagues up the river, 
we paft by a village called Domea. This is a hand- 
fome village ; and was the firft of note that we faw 
ftanding on the banks. ’Tis feated on the ftar- 
board fide going up, and fo near the river, that the 
tide fometimes wathes the walls of the houfes; for 
the tide rifes and falls here nine or ten feet. This 
village confifts of about one hundred houfes. Dutch 
fhips that trade here always lie in the river before 
this town; and the Dutch feamen, by their annual 
returns from Batavia, are very intimate with the 
natives, and as free here as at their own homes: for 
the Tonquinefe in general are a very fociable peo- 
ple, efpecially the traders and poorer fort : burt of 
this more in its proper place. The Dutch have in- 
itructed the natives in the art of gardening, by 
_ which means they have abundance of herbage for 
fallading, which among other things is a great re+ 
trethment to the Dutch feamen, when they arrive 
here. Tho’ 
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Tho’ the Dutch who come to trade in this king- 
dom, go no higher with their fhips than this Do- 
mea, yet the Englifh ufually go about three miles 
farther up, and there lie at anchor during their ftay 
in this country. We did fo at this time, and paf- 
fing by Domea came to an anchor at that diftance. 
The tide is not fo ftrong here as at Domea, but we 
found not one houfe near it; yet our fhips had not 
lain there many days before the natives came from 
all the country about, and fell to building them 
houfes after their fafhion, fo that in a months time 
there was a little town built near our anchoring- 
place. This is no unufual thing in other parts of 
India, efpecially where fhips lie long at a place, the 
poorer fort of the natives taking this opportunity to 
truck and barter; and by fome little offices, or beg- 
ging, ‘but efpecially by bringing women to let to 
hire, they get what they can of the feamen. | 

This place where our fhips rode at anchor was 
not above twenty miles from the fea, but the trade 
of the kingdom is driven at Cachao, the principal 
city where for that reafon the Englifh and Dutch 
Eaft India companies have each of them their fac- 
tors conftantly refiding. ‘The city was farther up 
the river, about eighty miles from our anchoring 
place, and our captains got themfelves in readinefs 
to go up thither; it being ufual to fend up the 
eoods in the country boats, which are large and 
commodious enough, and the hire is pretty reafon- 
able both for the veifels and the men who manage 
them. They are Tonquinefe, and ule both oars 
and fails. Our factory at Cachao had news of our: 
arrival before we came to an anchor, and immedi- 
ately the chief of the factory, with fome of the 
king of Tonquin’s officers, came down to us, by 
that time we had lain there about four or five days, 
The Tonquinefe eficers came to take an account 
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_of the fhips and lading, and our captains received 
them with great civility, firing of guns, feafting: 
tor two or three days, and prefents alfo at their re- 
turn back to Cachao. ets 

_ Soon after their departure, the chief of the fac- 
tory returned thither again, and with him went our 
three captains, and fome others, among whom I 
got leave to go alfo. Captain Weldon had recom- 
mended me to the chief of the factory, while he 
was on board us; and my going up now to the ci- 
ty, was in order to have his affiltance i in the voy- 
age to Cochinchina, Champa, or Cambodia, which 
captain Weldon had contrived for me; 5 nor was it 
his fauit that it came to nothing, 

We went from our fhips in the country boats we 
had hired, with the tide of flood, and anchored in 
the ebb ; forthe ide ras ftrong for thirty or forty 
miles, beyond the place where we left our fhips.. 
Our men contented themfelves with looking after 
their goods (the Tonquinele being very light finger- 
ed) and left the ma inagement of the boats entirely 
to ‘the boats erew. Their boats have but one matt ; 
and when the wind is againft them they take it - 
down, and ply their oars. As we advanced thus 
up the river, fometimes rowing fometimes failing, 
we had a delightful profpect over a large level fruit. 
ful country. “Te was generally either pafture or rice 
fields, and void of trees, except only about the vil- 
Jages, which ftood thick, and appeared mighty 
pleafant ata diftance. ‘There are many of thefe 
villages ftand clofe to the banks of the rivers, in- 
compatied with trees on the backtide only, but open: 
to the rive 

yhen we came near any of thefe villages, we 
were commonly encountered with beggars, who 
came off to us, in little boats made of; twies, and: 


plaiftered over both infide and outfide with clay, 
but. 
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but very leaky. Thefe were a poor leprous people, 
who for that reafon are compelled by the reft to live 
by themfelves, and are permitted to beg publickly. _ 
As foon as they fpied us thev fet up a Joud doleful . 
cry, and as we pafied by, we threw them fome rice, 
which they received with great appearance of joy. 
In about four days time we got to Hean, a town 
_on the eaft fide of the river, which is here entire 5 


fora little before we came to Hean, we met the — 


main {tream where it parts into the channels of Do- 
ineay which we came up, and the other of Rokbo, 
making a large and triangular ifland between them 
and the fea; the mouths of thofe channels being, 
as I have faid, twenty leagues afunder. 

Hean is about fixty miles from the plaee where 
we left our thips, and about eighty from the fea 
that way; but along the river or channel Rokbo, 
where the land tends more to the fouthward, it 
feems to be farther diftant from the.fea. It is a 
confiderable town, of about two thoufand houfes, 
but the inhabitants are moft poor people and foldi- 
‘ers, who keep a garrifon there, tho’ it has neither 
walls, fort, nor great @ ouns. 

Here is one ftreet. belonging to the Chinefe mere 
chants: for fome years ago, a great many lived at 
-Cachao, till they grew fo numerous, that the na- 
tives themfelves were even fwallowed up by them. 
The king taking notice of it, ordered them to re- 
“move from thence, ; allowing them to live any where. 
but in the city. But the major part of them pre- 
fently forfook the country, as not finding it conve-_ 
nient for them to live any where but at Cachao, be 
caufe that is the only place of trade in the country, 
and trade is the life of a Chinefe. However fome 
of them were content to fettle at Hean, where they 
have remained ever fince. And thefe merchants, 
notwithitanding the prohibition, go often to Ca- 
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chao, to buy and fell goods, but are not fuffered 
to make it their conftant refidence. There were 
two of thefe China merchants who traded yearly to 
_ Japan, with raw and wrought filks, bringing back — 
money, chiefly. Thefe all of them wore long hair 
braided behind, as their own country fafhion was 
before the Tartarian conqueft. The French too 
have their factory here, not being allowed to fix at 
Cachao, and their bifhop’s palace is the faireft 
building in Hean; but of this I thall have occafion 
to {peak more hereafter. wiih | seiealee iam 
The governor of the adjacent province lives here. 
He is one of the principal mandarins of the nation, 
and has always a great many foldiers in the town, 
and inferior officers, .whom he employs at his plea- 
dure, on any occafion. Befides, here are alfo fome 
of the king’s river frigates, which I thall hereafter 
defcribe, ready to be fent on any expedition: and 
tho’ no Europeans come up fo far with their fhips, 
that I could learn, yet the Siamites and Chinefe 
bring their fhips up the river Rokbo, quite toHean, 
and lie at anchor before it; and we found there fe- 
veral Chinefe jonks. They ride afloat in the mid- 
dle of the river, for the water does not rife and — 
fall much at this place; neither is the flood difcern- 
ed by the turning of the ftream, for that always — 
runs down, tho’ not fo fwift near full fea as at other 
_ times ; for the tide preffing againft the ftream, tho’ 
faintly fo far up the river, has not power to turn it, 
but only flackens its courfe, and makes the water 
rife a little. soit Oh ee tt 
The governor or his deputy gives his chop or 
_ pals to all veflels that go up or down, not fo much 
_ as a boat being fuffered to proceed without it ; for 
which reafon we alfo made a ftop, yet we ftaid here 
but a little while, and therefore I did not now gO 
sie athe 1 Pee EEG 4) at ae eae afhore, y 
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~afhore, but had a while after this a better opportu- 
nity of feeing Hean. 
From Fean we went up to Cachao in our boats, 
_ being about two days more on our voyage, for we 
had no tide to help us. We Janded at the Englith 
factory, and I ttaid there feven or eight days, bes 
fore I went down to our fhips again in one of the 
country boats. We had good weather coming up; 
but it rained all the time of this my firft ftay at Ca- 
chao, and we had much wet weather after this. 
But having got thus far, I fhall now proceed to 
give fome general account of this country, from 
my own obfervations, and the experience of mer- 
chants and: others worthy of credit, who have had 


their refidence there, and fome of them a great 


many years. 


CHAR. XXVIL 
The natural flate of Tonquin. 


| HE kingdom of: Tonquin is bounded to the 
aD north Fos north eaft with China ; to the weft 
with the kingdom of Laos; to the fouth and eaft, 
~ with Cochinchina and the fea, which wafhes a part 
of this kingdom. As to the particular bounds or 
extent of it, I cannot be acompetent judge, com- 
Ing to it by fea, and going directly up to Cachao; 
but it is reafonable to believe it to be a pretty large 
kingdom, by the many great provinces which are 
faid to be contained in it. That part of the king- 
dom that borders on the fea, is all very low land, 
neither is there any hill to be feen, but the Elephant 
mountain, anda ridge of a much lefs height, con- 


tinued from thence t to the mouth of the river of 


- Domea. The land for about fixty miles up in the 
country is {till very low, even and plain; nor is it 
A N 2 much 
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much higher for about forty miles farther, quite to 
‘Cachao, and beyond it, tho” generally of a tolera- 
ble good height, and with fome gentle rifings here 
and there, that make it a fine pleafant champiagn ; 


and the further fide of this alfo is” more level than . a 
the champaign country itfelf about Heanor Cachao. 


‘Farther ftill to the north, beyond all this, I have 


‘been informed that there is a-chain of high moun- | 
tains, running crofs the country, from eaft to weft; 


but I could get no intimation of what is beyond 
them. . : Cw oe 
The foil of this country is generally very rich : 
that very low land } fpeak of towards the fea, is ~ 
moft black earth, and the mould pretty deep. In 
fome places there is very ftrong clay. The cham- 
paign land is generally yellowifh or greyifh earth, 
of a loofer and more friable fubftance than the for- 
mer yet in fome places it has a touch of the clay — 
too. In the plain country, near the mountains laft _ 
- mentioned, there are faid to be fome high fteep 
rocks of marble fcattered up and down at unequal 
diftances, which ftanding in that large plain favan- 


nah, appear tike fo many great towers or caftles; 


and are the more vifible, becaufe the land about 
them is not burthen’d with wood, as in fome places 
in its neighbourhood. RU gigs 
I have faid fomewhat already of the great river, 
and its two branches, Rokbo and Domiea, where-_ 
with this country is chiefly water’d ; tho’ it is not 
deftitute of many other pleafant ftreams, that are — 
doft in thefe, in their courfe towards the fea ; and 
probably there are many others, that run immedi- — 
ately into the fea, through their own channels, tho” — 
not fo navigable as the other. © ‘The country in ges — 
neral is very well watered, and by means of the 
great navigable river and its branches, has the op- 
portunity of foreign trade, ‘This rifles about the 
aa iG ‘mountains. 
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mountains in. the north, or from beyond them ; 
whence running foutherly towardsthe fea, it pafies 


‘thro’ the before mentioned plain of marble rocks, 


and by that time it comes to Cachao, which is a- 
bout forty or fifty miles to the fouth of the moun- 
tains; ’tis about as broad as the Thames at Lam- 
beth, yet fo hallow in the dry feafon, that it may 
be forded on horfeback. At Hean, twenty miles 
lower, “tis rather broader than the Thames at 
- Gravefend ; and fo below Hean to the place where 
it divides itfelf, 3 ; 
The kingdom of Tonquin is faid to be divided 
into eight large provinces, viz. the Eaft and weit 
provinces, the North and South provinces, and the 
province of Cachao in the middle between thofe 
four; which five I take to be the principal pro- 
vinces, making the heart of the country. The o- 
ther three, which are Tenan, Tenehoa, and Ngeam, 
lie more upon the borders. | iiss 
The province of Tenan is the moft eafterly hav- 
ing China on the fouth eaft; the ifland Aynam and 
‘the fea on the fouth and fouth weft; ard the Eait 
province on the north weft. This is but a {mall 
province ; its chief product is rice. a. 
The Eaft province ftretches away from Tenan to 
the North province, having alfo China on its eaft 
fide, part of the South province, and the province 
of Cachao on the weft, and the fea on the fouth. 
This is a very large province ; tis chiefly low land, 
and much of it iflands, efpecially the fouth eaft 
part of it, bordering on the fea towards Tenan, 
where thefea-makes the cod of a bay. It has a- 
‘bundance of fifhermen inhabiting near the fea , but 
its chief produce is rice; here is alfo good paftu- 
rage, and much cattle, &c. Hean is the chief 
place of this province, and the feat of the man- 
_ darin its governor. . | 
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_ The fouth province is the triangular ifland, made 
_ by the fea; the river of Domea is on it’s eaft fide, - 
dividing it from the Eaft province, and Rokbo on — 
the weft, dividing it from Tenan, having the fea to 
‘its fouth. This province is very low, plain even 
land, producing rice in great abundance : here are 
Jarge paftures, and abundance of fifhermen near 
theteas 3% AC TRS, TGR eC 
_ Tenehoa to the weft of Rokbo, has the welt pro- 
vince on its north, Aynam on its weft, and the fea 
on its fouth : this province is alfo low land, chiefly 
abounds in rice and cattle, and hath a great trade 
_in fifhing, as all the fea coaft has in general. : 
‘The province of Ngeam, hath Tenehoa on the 
eaft, and on the fouth and wett it borders on Co- 
chinchina, and has the weft province ‘on its north. 
This is a pretty large province, abounding with 
rice and cattle: and here are always foldiers kept 
to guard the frontiers from the Cochinchinefe. 
The Welt province hath Ngeam on the fouth; — 
the kingdom of Laos on the weft ; the province 
of Cachao on the eaft, and on the north the North 
province. This is a large province, and good — 
champaign land, rich in foil, partly woody, partly 


pafture. The produ& of this ‘province is chiefly oe | 


in lack; and here are bre 


as 


filk-worms for making filk, saa, ;: 
_ The North province is a large traét of land, mak- — 
ing the north fide of this whole kingdom. ‘It hath 
the kingdom of Laos on the weft, and China on 
on the eaft and north, the kingdom of Bao or Bao- | 
tan on the north weft, and ‘on the fouth it borders 
on three of the principal provinces of Tonquin, viz. 
_the Weft province, that of Cachao, and the Eaft . 
province. This North province, as it is large, fo 
it has variety of land and foil, a great deal of plain» 
champaign land, and many high mountains 28 


da great abundance of 
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yield gold, &c. the wild elephants of this country 
are found moftly on thefe mountains. The other 


parts of this province produce lack and filk, 8c. 


\ 


a good fallad for a hot country. 


' The province of Cachao, in the heart of the 


‘kingdom, lies between the Fait, Weft, North, and 


South provinces ; *tis a champaign pleafant country; 
the foil is yellow or grey earth, and ‘tis pretty 


woody, with fome favannahs. It abounds with the 


‘wo principal commodities of their trade, viz. lack 
and filk, and has fome rice; nor are any of the 
provinces deftitute of thefe commodities, tho’ in 
different proportions, each according to the refpec- 
tive foil. ¥ ; ae 
This country has of its own growth all neceffa- 
ries for the life of man. ‘They have little occafion 
for eatable roots, having fuch plenty of rice, yet 
they have yams and potatoes for variety, which 
would thrive here a well as any where, were the 


- natives induftrious to propagate them, 


The land is every where cloathed with herbage 


of one kind or other, but the dry land has the fame 


fate that moft dry lands have between the tropicks, 
to be over-run with purflain ; which growing wild, — 
and being pernicious to other tender herbs and 
plants, they are at the pains to weed it out of their 
fields and gardens, tho’ ’tis very fweet, and makes 


There is a fort of herb very common in this 


country, which grows wild in ftagnant ponds, and 


- floats on the furface of the water. It has a narrow | 


long, green thick leaf. It is much efteemed and 
eaten by the natives, who commend it for a very 
wholefome herb, and fay that ’tis good to expel 
poifon. This country produces many other forts 
of wild herbs, and their gardens alfo are well fur- 
nifhed with pleafant and wholefome ones, efpecially 
‘gnions, of which here are great plenty. : 

face one N-4 Plantains 


- 
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well as any where, but they are ufed here only as 
fruit, and not for bread, as in many places of A- 
merica. Befides thefe, here are divers forts of ex- 
cellent fruits, both ground and tree fruit. The 
ground fruits are pumpions, melons, pine-apples, 
&c. the tree fruits are mangoes a few, oranges, 
limes, cocoa-nuts, guavas, mulberries ; their much 
efteem’d betel, a fruit called Tichea, &c. The - 
oranges are of divers forts, and two of them more 
excellent than the reft. One fort is called cam-chain, 
the other is called cam-quit. Cam, in the Ton- 
puinefe language fignifies an orange, but what the 
diftinguifhing words chain and quit fignify, I know 
not. U2 3 ek ee 
The cam-chain is a large orange, of a yellowith 
colour ; the rind is pretty thick and rough, and the > 
infide is yellow like amber. It has a moft fragrant 
{mell, and the take is delicious. This fort of 
orange is the beft that I ever tafted ; I believe there 
are not better in the world : a man may eat freely 
of them, for they are fo innocent, that they are. 
not denied to fuch as have fevers, and other fick 
people, Soe 
The cam-quit is a very fmall round fruit, not 
above half fo big as the former, It is of a deep 
red colour, and the rind very {mooth and thin. 
The infide alfo is very red; the tafte is not inferior — 
to the cam-chain, but it is accounted very unwhole-- 
fome fruit, efpecially to fuch as are fubject to fluxes, 
for it both creates and heightens that diftemper. | 
Thefe two forts are very plentiful and cheap, and 
are in feafon from October till February, but then 
the cam-chain becomes’ redder, _and the rind is alfo- 
thinner. The other forts of oranges are not much. 
efteemed. yt OG et ugha aera Ae 
6 ee 


-Plantains and bonanoes grow and thrive here as__ 
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The limes of Tonquin are the lareft I ever faw. 


They are commonly as big as an ordinary lemon, | 


but rounder: the rind is “of a pale yellow colour 
when ripe; very thin and fmooth. ‘They are ex- 
traordinary j juicy, but not near fo fharp, or tart in 


os tafte as the Weft Indian limes. 


Cocoa nuts and guavas thrive very well here ; bur 
- there are not many of the latter. 

- The betel of Tonquin is faid to be the belt in In- 
Tine there is plenty of it, and’tis moft efteemed 
when it is young, green, and tender, for ’tis then 
very juicy. At Mindanao allo they like it beft 
green ; but in other places of the Eait-Indies it is 
commonly chew’d when it is hard and dry. 

. The lichea is another delicate fruit. °Yis as big 
as a {mall pear, fomewhat long fhaped, of a red- 
dith colour, the rind pretty chick: and rough, the 
infide white, enclofing a large black kernel, in 
Shape like a bean. 

The country is in fome part woody ; but the low 
land in general is either graffy pafture, or rice fields, 
only thick fet with fmall groves, which ftand {cat- 
tering very pleafantly all over the low country. The 


trees in the groves are of divers forts, and moft un- 


known to us. There is good timber, for building 
either fhips or houfes, and indifferent good matts 
may here be had. 

There is a tree called by the natives pone, chiefly 


ufed for making cabinets, or other wares to be lac- 


quered : ‘this is a foft fort of wood, not much un- 
like fir, but not fo ferviceable. Another tree grows © 


in this country that yields the lack, with which Ca- 
binets and other fine thiags are overlaid. ‘Thefe 
crow plentifully i in fome ‘places efpecially in the 
champaign Jands. Here are alfo mulberry trees 
jin great plenty, to feed the filk worms, from 
“whence comes the chief trade in the country. The 
. leaves 


=e Vie sir ban Pe 
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leaves of the old. trees are not {fo nourifhing to the. 
filk-worms, as thofe of the young trees, and there- | 
fore they raife crops of young ones every year, to. 
feed the worms ; for when the feafon is over, the i 
young trees are pluck’d up by the roots, and more 


od 


planted againft the next year; fo that the natives 


duffer none of thefe trees to grow to bear fruit. 7 
heard of no mulberries kept. “for eating, but fome 
few raifed by our Englifh merchants at Hean, and 
-thefe bear but {mall hungry froit..2," 

Here is good plenty of rice, efpecially in the iow 
land, that is fatned by the everflowing rivers. They _ 
have two crops every year, with great increafe, if 
they have feafonable rains and floods. One crop is 
in May, and the other in November 5 and tho’ the - 
low land is fometimes overflown with water in des : 
time of harveft, yet they matter it not, but gather | 
the crop and fetch it home wet in their canoes; and 
making the rice faft in fmall bundles, hang it up 
in their houfes to dry. This ferves them for bread 
corn, and as the country is very kindly for it, fo 
the inhabitants live chiefly of it. 

Of land animals in this country there are led 
) phants, horfes, buffaloes, bullocks, goats, deer, a 
tew fheep for their king , hogs, dogs, cats, lizards 
Inakes, {corpions, centapees, ‘toads, frogs, &c. The 
country is fo very populous, that they have but few 

deer or wild game for hunting, unlefs it be in the 
remoter parts of the kingdom. But they have 
abundance of fowls both wild and tame. The tame 
fowls are cocks, and hens, and ducks alfo in eee 
plenty, of the fame fort with ours. The inhabi- 
tants have little houfes made purpofely for the ducks — 
to lay their eggs in, driving them in every night i in 
laying time, “and letting them out again in the 
morning. There are allo fome geefe, parrots, par- 


tridges, fees & turtle doves, bcc. with or et : 
forts 
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forts of fmaller birds. Of wild water-fowls they 
have ducks, widgeons, teals, herons, pelicans, and 
—crab-catchers, which I have ‘defcribed in the bay of 
Campeachy, and other fmaller water-fowls. The 
duck, widgeon, and teal are innumerable ; they 
- breed here in the months of May, June, and July, 
then they only fly in couples; but from October to 
_ March you will fee all over the low watery lands 
‘great companies together: I have no where feen 
fuch large flights, nor fuch plenty of game. They 
are very thy fince the Englifh and Dutch feteied 
here, for now the natives as well as they fhoot 
them ; but before their arrival the Tonquin- 
efe took them only with nets ; neither is this cuftom 
left off yet. The net that is ufed for this game is 
made fquare, and either bigger or lefs according as 
they haye occafion. ‘They fix two poles about ten 
or eleven feet high, upright in the ground, near 
the pond, where the ducks haunt ; and the net has 
a head-cord, which is ftretched out ftreight, made 
from the top of one pole to the other, from whence 
_ the lower part of the net hangs down 1oofe towards 
the ground ; and when in. the evening they fly to- 
wards the pond, many of them ftrike againit the 
net, and are there entangled. . 
' There is a kind of locutt in at In great 


abundance. This creature is about the bienefs of 


the top of a man’s finger, and as long as the firft 
joint. It breeds in the earth, efpecially in the banks 
_of rivers and ditches in the low country. In the 
months of January and February, which is the fea- 
- fon of taking them, being then only feen, thefe 

creatures firft come out of the earth in huge fwarms, 
_ being then of a whitifh colour, and having two 
ie fall wings like the wings of a bee: at its firft 
_ goming out of the earth it takes its flight, but for 
ee of See or ule pt down again in a fhort 


time, 


Wada aie? E 
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‘time. Such as ftrive to fly over the river, com- 
monly fall down into the water, and are drowned, 


or become a prey to the fath of the river, or are car- 
ried out into the fea to be devoured there: but the 


natives in thefe months watch the rivers, and take 
up thence multitudes, {kimming them from off the 
the water with little nets. They eat them frefh, 


broiled on the coals, or pickle them to keep. They ne : 


are plump and fat, and are much efteemed both by 

rich and poor, as good wholefome food, either frefh o 
: or pickled. ; 4 
The rivers and ponds are ftored a divers forts 
of excellent fith, befides abundance of frogs, which 
they angle for, being highly efteemed by the Ton- 
-quinefe. The fea too contributes much towards 
the fupport of the poor people, by yielding plenti- 
ful ftores of fafh, that {warm on this coaft in their 
feafons, and which are commonly preferr’d before 
the river fifh. Of thefe here are divers forts, be- — 
fides fea-turtle, which frequently come afhore on 
the fandy bays, in their feafons, to lay their eggs. 
Here are alfo both land crabs and fea crabs good 
ftore, and other thell-fifh, viz. craw fifh, fhrimps, 


and prawns. Here is one fort of {mall Ti mGens : ’ 


like an anchovy, both in fhape and fize, which is 
very good pickled. There are other forts of fmall — 
fith, which I know not the names of. One fort of 
them comes in great fhoals near the fhore, and thefe 
the fifhermen with their nets take fo plentifully as 
to load their boats with them. Among thefe they 


generally take a great many fhrimps in their nets, 


which they carry ‘athore mix’d together as they take ; 
them, and make balachaun with them. : oa ae 
Balachaun is a compofition of a {trong favor, yet | 
a very delightfome difh to the natives of this coun- — 
try. To make it, they throw the mixture of fhrimps 
and imal fifh into a fort of ha laa made. ae 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 197 


falt and water; and put into a tight earthen veffel 
or jar. The pickle being thus weak, it keeps not 
the fith firm and hard, neither is it probably fo de- 
fioned, for the fifh are never gutted. ‘Therefore in 
a fhort time they all turn to a math in the veflel; 
and when they have Jain thus a good while, fo that 
the fith is reduced to a pap, they then draw off the 
liquor into frefh jars, and preferve it for ufe. The 
math’d fith that remains behind is called balachaun, 


and the liquor poured off is called nuke-mum. The 


poor people eat the Balachaun with their rice. “Ts 
_rank fcented, yet the tafte is not altogether unplea- 
fant, but rather favory,, after one is a little ufed to 
it. The nuke-mum is of a pale brown colour, in- 
clining to grey, and pretty clear; it is alfo very 
_favory, and ufed as a good fauce for fowls, not 
only by the natives, but alfo by many Europeans, 
who efteem it equal with foy. I have been told 
that foy is made partly with a fifhy compofition, 
and it feems moft likely by the tafte; tho’ a gen- 
tleman of my acquaintance, who was very inti- 
mate with one that failed often from Tonquin to 
Japan, from whence the true foy comes, told me, 
that it was made only with wheat, and a fort of 
beans mixed with water and falt. | 
_ Their way of fifhing differs little from ours ; in 
‘the rivers they take fome of their fith with hook 
and line, others with nets of feveral forts. At the 
mouths of the rivers, they fet nets againft the 
ftream or tide. Thefe have two long wings open- 
ing on each fide the mouth of the net, to guide the 
‘fith into it; where paffing through a natrow neck, 
they are caught in a bag at the farther end. 

Where the river’s mouth is fo wide, that the 
wings of the net will not reach from fide to fide, as 
at Battha particularly it will not, there they fupply 
that defect, with long flender canes, which they 
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ftick upright near one another ina row : for on 
both fides of the river, when the tide runs ftrong, 
which is the time that the fith are moving, the lim- 
ber canes make iuch a ratling, by ftriking againft - 
each other, that thereby the fifh are feared from 
thence towards the mouth of the net, in the middle 
of the ftream. Farther up the river, they have 
nets made f{quare like a great fheet. This fort hath 
two long poles laid acrofs each other. - At this: 
crofling of the poles a long rope is faftned, and the 
net hangs down tn a bag by its corners from them. 
To manage it there is a fubftantial poft, fet upright 
and firm in the river, and the top of it may be 
eight or ten feet above the water. On the top of 
tis poft there is a mortice made, to receive a long 
pole, that lies athwart like the beam of a late ¢ 5: 
_ to the heavier end of which they tie the rope which 
holds the net, and to the other end another rope 
to pull up the net on occafion. The fithermen fink 
it with {tones to the river’s bottom, and when they 
‘fee any fifh come over it, one fuddenly pulls the 
rope at the oppofite end of the beam, and heaves 
net and fifh our of the water. They take a great 
dea! of ith this way ; and fometimes they ufe drag-— 
nets, which go quite acrofs, and {weep the river. — 
In the flagnant ponds, fuch as the Mandarins 
have commonly about their houfes, they go in and — 
trouble the waters with their feet, till it is all mud- 
dy and thick ; and as the fifh rife to the furface, 
they take what they pleafe with {mall nets, faftned 
to a hoop, at the end of a pole. | | 
For all thefe forts of provifion there are markets 
duly kept all over Tonquin, one in a week, in a 
neighbourhood of four or five villages; and held — 
at each of them fucceffively 1 in their order ; ; fo that 
the fame villace has not the market returned to it~ 
till four or five weeks after. Thefe markets are 
. ; abundantly — 


~ 
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- abundantly more ftor’d with rice (as being their 
chief fubfiftence, efpecially of the poorer fort) than 
either with flefh or fifh, yet wants there not for 
pork, and young pigs good ftore; ducks and hens, 
plenty of eggs, fifh great and fmall, frefh and falt- 
ed Balachaun and nuke-mum, with all forts of roots 
herbs, and fruits, even in thefe country markets. 
_ But at Cachao, where there are markets kept every. 
day, they have befides thefe, beef of bullocks, but- 
—— faloe’s flefh, goat’s flefh, horfe flefh, cats and dogs, 
as I have been told, and iocuits. bi : 

They drefs their food very cleanly, and make ie 
favory ; for which they have feveral ways unknown 
in Europe, but they have many forts of difhes, that 
would turn the ftomach of a ftranger, which yet 
they themfelves like very well; as particularly, a_ 
difh of raw pork, which is very cheap and common. 
This is only pork cut and minced very fmall, fat 
and lean together; which being afterwards made 
up in balls, or rolls like faufages, and preft very 
hard together, is then neatly wrapt up in clean 
leaves, and without more ado, ferved up to the ta- 
ble. Raw beef is another difh much efteemed at 
_ Cachao, “When they kill a bullock they finge the 
hair off with fire, as we finge bacon hogs in Eng- 

Jand; then they open it, and while the fleth is yet 
hot, they cut good collops from off the lean parts, 
and put them into very tart vinegar, where it re- 
mains three or four hours, or longer, till it is fuf- 
ficiently foaked, and then, without more trouble, | 
they take it out, and eat it with great delight. As : 
for horfe flefh, I know not whether they kill any | 
_ purpofely for the fhambles, or whether they only 
do it when they are not likely to live, as I have 
_ feen them do their working bullocks at Galicia in 
Old Spain; where the cattle falling down with Ja- 
_bour, and being fo poor and tired, that they cannot 
ave met <x i rife, 
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rife, they are. flaughitered and fent to market, ane 
I think [ never eat worfe beef than at the Groin. 


The horfe flefh comes to market at Cachao very 


frequently, and is as much efteemed as beef. Ele-~ 
phants they eat alfo ; and the trunk of this beaft is 
an acceptable prefent for anobleman, and that too, 


tho’ the beaft dies with age or ficknefs. For here oT 


are but’ few wild elephants, and thofe fo thy, that 
they are not eafily taken. But the king having a 
great number of tame elephants, when one of thefe | 
die, it is given to the poor, who prefently fetch 
away the fleth, but the trunk is cut in pieces and 
_ prefented to the mandarins. Dogs and cats are kil- 
led purpofely for the thambles, and their flefh is 
much efteemed, by people of the beft fafhion, as I 
have been credibly informed. Great yellow frogs 
alfo are much admired, efpecially when they come 
freth out of the pond. They have many other {uch 
choice dithes; and in all the villages, at any time 


of the day; iss it market day or not, there are few 


veral to be fold by poor people, who make it their 
trade. The moft common forts of cookeries, next 
to boil’d rice, is to drefs little bits of pork, ipitted 
five or fix of them at once, on a {mall fkewer, and — 
roafted. In the markets alfo, and daily in every 
village, there are women fitting in the ftreets, with 
a pipkin over a fmall fire, full of chau, as they 
call it, a fort of very ordinary tea, of a reddifh 
brown colour, and is their common drink. : 
The kingdem of Tonquin is in general healthy 
enough, efpecially in the dry feafon, when alfo it is — 
very delightiome. For the feafons of the year at 
Tonquin, and all the countries between the tropics, 


are diftincuifhed into wet and dry, as properly as 


others are into winter and fummer ; but as the al- 
teration from winter to fummer, and vice ver/a is 


not oa of a ~fudden, but with the interchange- 
able 
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- able weather of fpring and autumn; fo alfo to- 
ward the end of the dry feafon, there are fome 
gentle fhowers now and then, that precede the vio- 
lent wet months ; and again toward the end of thefe, 
 feveral fair days ‘that introduce the dry time. Thele 
_ feafons are generally much alike at the fame time 
_ of the year in all places of the torrid zone, on the 
fame fide of the equator ; but for two or three de- 
grees on each fide of it, the weather is more mix’d 
and uncertain, tho’ inclining to the wet extreme, 
and is often contrary to that which is then fettled 
on the fame fide of the equator more toward the 
tropic. So that even when the wet feafon is fet in, 


in the northern part of the torrid zone, it may yet be 


dry weather for two or three degrees north of the line ; 
and the fame may be faid of the contrary latitudes 
and feafons. ‘This I {peak with refpect to the dry- 
ne{fs or moifture of countries in the torrid zone; but 
it may alfo hold good of their heat or cold, gene- 
rally ; for as to all thefe qualities there is a further 
difference arifes from the make or fituation of the 
Jand, or other accidental caufes, befides what de- 
pends on the refpective Jatitude or regard to the 
jun. Thus the bay of Campeachy in the Welt In- 
dies, and that of Bengal i in the Eaft, in much the 
fame latitude, are exceeding hot and moift; and 
whether their fituation, being low countries, and 
the {carcity and faintnefs of “the fea breezes, as in 
molt bays, may not contribute hereunto, I leave 
others to judge. Yet even as to the latitudes of 
of thefe places, lying near the tropics, they are ge- 
nerally upon that account alone more inclined to 
great heats than places near the equator. ‘This is 
what I have experienced in many piaces in fuch la- 
iitudes both in the Eaft and Weft Indies, that the 
hotteft parts of the world are thofe near the tropics, 


efpecially three or four degrees within them, fen- 
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fibly hotter than under. the line. itfelf. ‘Many reas 
‘fons may be affigned for this, befides ‘the acciden- _ 
tal ones from the make of the particular countries, — | 
- tropical winds, or the like. For the longett day 
_ at the equator never exceeds twelve hours, and the 
night is always the fame length; but near the tro- 
pics the longeft day is about thirceen hours and an _ 
half; and an hour an half being alfo taken from Mi 
the night, what with the length of the day, and 
the fhortnefs of the night, there is a difference of 
three hours, which is very confiderable. Befides 
which, at fuch places as are about three degrees 
_ within the tropics, or in the latitude of 20 degrees 
north, the fun comes within two or three decrees 
beyond it, before it returns and patieth the zenith 
once more; and by this means is at lealt three 
months within four degrees of the zenith; fo that 
they have the fun ina manner over their heads from 
the beginning of May, till the latter end of July. 
Whereas When the fun comes under the line, in 
‘March or September, it immediately potts away to 
the north or fourh, and is not twenty days in paf- 
fing from three degrees on one fide, to three deg. 
on the other fide the line. So that by his fmall 
ftay there, the heat cannot be anfwerable to what it is 
near the tropic, where he continues fo long in a man-— 
ner vertical at noon, and is fo much longer above 
the horizon each particular Oe with the inter- 
vening of a fhorter night. 

But to return to “Tonquin. Dunes ee wet 
months there tis exceffive hot, efpecially whenever 
the fun breaks out of the clouds, and there is then 
bat little wind ftirring: and I have been told by a — 
gentleman who liv’ d there many year, that he 
thought it was the hotteft place that ever he was in,” 

tho’ he had been in many other parts of India. — 
And as to the rains, it has not the leaft fhare of 
them, a 


~ 
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Hea tho” neither altogether the greateft of what I 
~ have met with in the ed. zone ; and even in the 
- fame latitude, and on the fame fide of the equator. 
- ‘The wet feafon begins here the latter end of April, 
or the beginning of May, and holds till the latter 
_ end of Auguft; in which time are very violent 
-yains, fome “of. many hours, others of two or three 
days continuance. Yet are not thefe rains without 
fome confiderable intervals of fair weather, efpe- 
cially toward the beginning or end of the feafon. 
_ By thefe rains are caufed thofe land-floods, which 
never fail in thefeé countries between the tropics at 
their annual "periods ; ; and the rivers then overflow- 
ing their banks. This is a thing fo well known to 
all who. are any way acquainted with the torrid 
zone, that the caufe of the overflowing of the Nile, 
to find out which the antients fet their wits fo much 
upon the rack, and fancied melting of {nows, blow- 
ing of Etefiz, and 1 know not what, is now no 
longer : a fecret. For thefe floods muft needs dif. 
charge themfelves upon fuch low lands as lie in their 
way, as the land of Egypt does with refpect to the 
Nile, coming a great way from within the torrid | 
zone, and falling down from the higher age 
Any one who will be at the pains to compare the 
_time of the land flood in Egypt, with that of the 
torrid zone in any of the parts of it along which 
the Nile runs, will find that of Beypt fo much later 
than the other, as it will be thought reafonable to — 
allow for the daily progrefs of the waters along fo 
vait a tract of land. They might have made “the 
Jame wonder of any other rivers which run any 
long courfe from out of the torrid zone; but know- 
ing only the north temperate zone, and the Nile 
‘being the only creat river known to come thither 
a great way from a country near the line, they made - 
Bs chat gs Bs fg oi of their enquiry : bur the fame 
| O 2 effect 
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effect muft alfo follow from any great river that 
fhould run from out. of the torrid zone into the — 
fouth temperate zone. And as to the torrid zone, _ 
the yearly floods, and their caufe, are every where 
as well known by people there, as the rivers them- _ 
felves. In America particularly, in the Campeachy _ 
rivers, in Rio Grande, and others, vaft havock is 
made by thefe floods, bringing down fometimes 
trees of an incredible bignefs; and thefe floods al-— 
ways come at the ftated feafon of the year. In the 
dry part of Peru, along the coafts of the Pacifick 
fea, where it never rains, as it feldom-does in E- 
gypt, they have not only floods, but wivers them- 
felves, made by the annual falling of rain on the 
mountains within land; the channels of which are 
dry all the reft of the year. This I have obferved 
concerning the river Ylo, on the coaft of Peru, in 
my former volume, page 228. But it has this dif- 
ference from the floods of Egypt, that befides its 
being ariver in the torrid zone, “tis alfo in fouth 
latitude, and fo overflows at a contrary feafon of 
the year; to wit, at fuch time as the fun being in 
fouthern figns, caufes the rains and floods on that =~ 
fide the line, )3 4" | ie Ta 
Bur to return from this digreffion, in Auguft the ’ 
weather at Tonquin is more moderate, as to heat or _ 
“wet, yet not without fome fhowers, and September 
and Oétober are more temperate flill ; yet the worlt 
weather in all the year for feamen, is in one of the 
three months laft mentioned; for then the violent 
-ftorms, called tuffoons (typhones) are expected. 
-Thefe winds are fo very fierce, that for fear of them _ 
the Chinefe that trade thither, will not ftjr out of | 
harbour, till the end of October; after which month 
there is no more danger of any violent ftorms, ull — 
the next year. — NS Oe ae ae 


~ Taffoons 
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-Tuffoons are a particular kind of violent ftorms, 
‘blowing on the coaft of Tonquin, and the neigh- 
_bouring coafts in the months of July, Auguft, and 

September. They commonly happen near the full 


or change of the moon, and are ufually preceded | 


by very fair weather, {mall winds and a clear fky, 


| - Thofe fmall winds veer from the common trade of © 


_ that time of the year, which is here at S. W. and 
fhuffles about to the N. and N.E. Before the 
ftorm comes there appears a boding cloud in the 
N. E. which is very black near the horizon, but 
towards the upper edge, it looks of a dark copper 
colour, and higher ftill it is brighter, and after- 
wards it fades to a whitifh glaring colour, at the ve- 
ry edge of the cloud. ‘This cloud appears very a- 
mazing and ghaftly, and is fometimes feen twelve 
hours before the florm comes. When that cloud 
begins to move apace, you may expect the wind 
prefently. It comes on fierce, and blows very vio- 
lent at N. E. twelve hours, more or lefs. It is alfo 
commonly accompanied with terrible claps of thun- 
der, large and. frequent flafhes of lightning, and 


exceflive hard rain. When the wind begins to abate 


it dies away fuddenly, and falling flat calm, con- 
-tinues fo an hour, more or lefs; then the wind 


comes about to the S. W. and it blows and rains as 
- fierce from thence, as it did before at N. E. and as — 


long. 


November and December are two very dry, whole- 


_fome, warm and pleafant months. January and 
February, and March are pretty dry,; but then 


you have thick fogs in the morning, and fometimes — 


_drifling cold rains: the air alfo in thefe three months, 


particularly in January and February is very fharp, 


efpecially when the wind is at north eaft, or north 
north eaft, whether becaufe of the quarter it blows 
from, or the land it blows over I know not 5 f J 
be eS. I ie: 1ave 
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‘ hae elfewhere obferved fuch winds to be cole, 
where they have come from over land, April is- 
counted a moderate month, either as to Bes or 
cold, drynefs or moifture. ? | 

‘This is ordinarily the ftate of ih year; BH are ae 
not thefe various feafons fo exact in their returns, _ 
but that there may fometimes be the difference of a 
month, or more. Neither yet are the feveral fea- — 


fons, when they do come, altogether alike in all 7 


years. For fometimes the rains are more violent 
and lafting, at other times more moderate ; and 
fome years they are not fufficient to produce rea- 
fonable crops, or elfe they come fo unfeafonably as 
to injure and deftroy the rice, or at leaft to. advance 
it but a little. For the hufbandry of this country, 


-and other countries in the torrid zone depends on 


the annual floods, to moiften and fatten the land ; 
and if the wet feafon proves more dry than ordina- 
ry, fo that the rice land is not well drenched with 


the overflowings of the rivers, the crops will be 


but mean; and rice being their bread, the ftaff of | 

life with them, if that fails, fuch a populous coun. _ 
try as this cannot fubfift, without being beholden — 
to its neighbours. But when it comes to that pafs, 
that they muft be fupplied by fea, many of the — 


fort fell their children to relieve their. wants, © ’ 


fo preferve their lives, whilft ‘others that have 
not children to {ell, may be famithed and die mife- — 
rably i in the ftreets, This manner of parents deal- _ 
ing with ‘their children is not peculiar to this king. 
» dom alone, but is cuftomary in other places of the _ 


__ Eaft Indies, efpecially on the coaft of Malabar and . 


Coromandel, There a famine happens more fre- _ 
quently, and rages fometimes to a degree’ beyond — 
belief: for thefe countries are generally very dry, 
and lefs productive of rice than Tonquin’; neither 
are there fuch large: rivers tq. fatten the land, ‘but all” 
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their crop depends on feafons of rain only, to moi- 
ften the earth ; and when thofe feafons fail, as they 
SS SO very often, then they can have no crop at all. 
Sometimes they have little or no rain in three or 
four years, and then they perifh at a lamentable 
rate. Such a famine as this happened two or three 
years before my going to Kort St. George, which 
raged fo fore, that thoufands of people perifhed for 
want, and happy were they that could hold out, till 
they got to the fea-port towns, where the E:urope- 
ans lived, to fell themfelves to them, tho’ they 
were fure to be tranfported from their own country 
-prefently. But the famine does never rage fo much 
at Tonquin, neither may their greateit fcarcity be 
fo truly called a famine ; for in the worlft of times 
there is rice, and “tis thro’ the poverty of the mean- 
er people, that fo many perifh or fell their children, 
for they might elfe have rice enough, had they mo- 
ney to buy it with ; and when their rice is thus dear, 
- all other provifions are fo proportionably. 
_ There is a farther difference between the coun- 
cries of Malabar and Coromandel, and this of Ton- 
quin, that the more rain they have there, the greater 
is their bleffing ; but here they may have too much 
rain for the lower part of the kingdom; but that 
_-is rare. When this happens, they have banks to 
keep in the rivers, and ditches to drain the land; 
tho’ fometimes to little purpofe, when -the floods 
are violent, and efpecially if out of feafon: for if 
the floods come in their feafons, tho’ they are great 
+ and drown all che land, yet are they not hurtful ; 
but on the contrary, very beneficial, becaufe the 
mud that they leave behind fattens the land. And 
after all, if the low land fhould be injured by the 
_ floods, the dry champaign land yields the better in- 
_creafe, and helps out the other, as that does them 
_ alfo.in more kindly feafons. In the dry feafons the 
Pe CO 4 ae ee low 
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low lands have this advantage, that channels are 
eafily cut out of the river, to water them on each 
fide. So that let the feafons be wet or dry, this 
country feldom fuffers much. Indeed, confidering — 
the number of its inhabitants, and the’ poverty of bt 
the major part, it is fometimes here, as in all po- — 
pulous countries, very hard with the poor, efpecial- — 
ly the trades people in the large towns. For the — 
trade is very uncertain, and the people employed 
according to the number of fhips that come thither, 
to fetch away their goods ; and if but few fhips 
come, as fometimes it happens, then ‘the poor are 
ready to famith for want of work, whereby to get 
a fubfiftence. And not only” this, but moit filk 
countries are ftock’d with great numbers of poor 
people, who work cheap and live meanly on a lit- 
tle rice ; which, if not very cheap, as it commonly 
is here, the poor Pe are not able to a esa 
themfelves. a fe 
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Of the natives of Tonquin, their cutis fot 
trade, eins, Bs 


SONQUIN | is very populous, ieee thick er i 

with villages ; ; and the natives in. general 2 
of a middle ftature, and clean ‘limb’d. “They are 
of a tawney Indian colour, but Ithink the faireft 
and cleareft that I ever faw of that complexion ; f 
for you may perceive a blufh or change of colour 
in fome of their faces; on any fudden furprize of 
- paflion, which I could’ never difcern in any other 
‘Indians. Their’ faces are generally flatith, and of — 
‘anoval form. Their nofes and lips are proportion= 
able enough, and altogether graceful. Their hair 
is black, Tone and lank, and’ very thick, and Lak : 
Weat it hanging down to aie fhoulders. af 3 
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_ Their teeth are as black as they can make them ; 

for this being accounted a great ornament, they 
dye them of that colour, and are three or four days 
doing it.’ ‘They do this when they are about twelve 
or fourteen years old, both boys and girls; and 
during all the time of the operation they dare not 


take any nourifhment, befides water, chau, or fome 


liquid thing, and not much - of that neither, for 


fear, I judge, of being poifoned by the dye, or 


pigment ; io that while this is doing they undergo 
very fevere penance; but as both fexes, fo all qua- 
lities, the poor as well as the rich, muft be in this 
fafhion ; they fay they fhould elfe be hike brutes ; 
and that *twould be a great fhame to them to be like 
elephants or dogs, to which they compare thofe 
who have white teeth. ae.” et i 

_ They are generally dexterous, nimble, and active, 
and ingenious in any mechanic {cience they profefs. 
‘This may be feen by the multitude of fine filks that 


are made here, and the curious lacquer-work, that 


is yearly tranfported from thence. They are alfo 
laborious and diligent in their callings ; but the 
country is fo very populous, many of them are ex- 
treme poor for want of employment; and though 


the country is full of filk, and other materials to 


Rg: 


- work on, yet little is done, but when ftrange fhips 
arrive. For it is the money and goods that are — 


brought hither, efpecially by the Englith and 


- Durch, that puts life into them; for the handi- 


crafts mén have not money to fet themfelves to 
work, and the foreign merchants are therefore 


: forc’d to truft them with advance money, tothe — 
value of at leaft a third, or half their goods, and 


this for’ two or three months or more, before they 


have made them and brought them in. So that 


ad they having no goods ready by them, till they have 
money from the merchant ftrangers, the fhips 


that 


‘ yi 
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that trade hither mutt of neceflity ftay here all the — 
time that their goods are making, which are com- 
monly five or fix months = |” a 

The Tonquinefe make very good fervants, I 


think the beft in India; for as they are generally : 


apprehenfive and docil, fo are they faithful when — a 


hired, diligent and obedient. Yet they are low fpi- — 
rited, probably by reafon of their living under an — 
arbitrary government. They are patient in labour, — 

but in ficknefs they are mightily dejected. They 
have one great fault extreme common among them, _ 
which is gaming: to this they are fo univerfally 

addicted, fervants and all, that neither the awe of 
‘their mafters nor any thing elfe is able to reftrain 

them, till they have loft all they have, even their 
very cloaths. This is 4 reigning vice among the 
eaftern nations, efpecially the Chinefe, as I faid in 
my former volume. And I may add, that the Chi- 

nefe I found fettled at Tonquin, were no lefs given 
to it than thofe I met with elfewhere. For after 
they have loft their money, goods, and cloaths, 
they will ftake down their wives and children: and 
laftly, as the deareft thing they: have, will play — 
upon tick, and mortgage their hair upon honour, 
and, whatever it coft’?em, they will be fure to re- 
deem it; for a free Chinefe, as thefe are, who have 

fled from the Tartars, would be as much afhamed 
of fhort hair, as a Tonquinefe of white teeth. 


The cloaths of the Tonquinefe are made either of 


filk or cotton, The poor people and foldiers.do — 
chiefly wear cotton cloth dyed to a dark tawny co- 
lour. The rich men and mandarins commonly 
wear Englifh broad cloth; the chief colours are 
red or green. When they appear before the king, 
they wear long gowns which reach down to their 
heels; neither may any man appear in his prefence — 
but in fuch a garb, The great men have alfolong 
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caps ‘made of the fame that their gowns are, but 
the middle fort of men and the poor r commorily Zo 
bare headed ; yet the fifhermen, and fuch labourers 
as are by their employment more expofed'to the 
weather, have broad brim’d hats, made of reeds, 
_ ttraw, or palmeto leaves. « Thefe hats are as {tiff as 
boards, and fit nor pliant to their heads, for which 
-reafon they have band{trings or necklaces faftened to 
their hats, which coming under their chins are there 
tied, to keep them faft on their heads. Thefe hats 
are very ordinary things, and are feldom worn but 
in rainy weather. Their other cloaths are very few 
and mean; a ragged pair of breeches commonly 
fufficeth them. Some have bad jackets, but neither 
fhirt, ftockings, nor fhoes. 
The Tonquinefe buildings are but mean. Their 
~ houfes are {mall and low ; “the walls are either mud 


~ or watle bedaubed over, ae the roofs are thatched, 


and that very ill, efpecially in the country. The 
houfes are too low to admit of chambers ; yet they 
have here two or three partitions on the eround 
floor, made with a watling of canes or fticks for 
their feveral ufes ; in each of which there is a win- 
dow to let in the light. The windows-are only 
{mall fquare holes in the walls, which they fhut up 
at night with a board, fitted for that purpofe. The 
rooms are but meanly furnifhed, with a poor bed 
or two (or more, according to the bignefs of the 
—family( in the inner room. The outer rooms are 
furnifhed with ftools, benches or chairs to fit on. 
There is alfo a table, and on one fide a little altar, 
with two incenfe pots on it : nor is any houfe with- 
out its altar. One of thefe incenfe pots has a {mall 
bundle of rufhes in it ; the ends of which I always’ 
00k notice had been burnt, and the fire put out. 
_ This outer room is the place where they commonly 


, "deel their food ; j yet in fair Moga they do it as 


Reduenly 
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frequently i in the open air, at their doors, or ‘in: 
their yards, as being thereby the lefs incommoded ; 
by heat or fmoak. so | 
They dwell not in lone houfes, but together in 
villages ; ’tis rare to fee a fingle houfe by itfeif, 
The country villages commonly confift of twenty, = 
thirty, or forty houfes, and are thick feated over 
all the country, yet hardly to be feen till you come 
to their very doors, by reafon of the trees and 
groves:they are furrounded with: and *tis as rare to 
fee a grove without a village, in the low country 
near the fea, as to feea village without a grove 3 
but the high lands are full of “woods, and the vil- 
lages there ftand all as in one great foreft. The 
villages and land about them do moft belong ta 
great men, and the inhabitants are tenants ‘that ma-_ 
nure and cultivate the ground. ue 
The villages in the low land are alfo nines 
with great banks and deep ditches. Thefe encom- 
pais the whole grove, in which each village ftands. 
The banks are to keep the water from overflow- 
ing their gardens, and from coming into their 
houles j in. the wet time, when all the land about 
them is under water, two or three feet deep. The 
ditches or trenches are to preferve the water in the 
dry time, with which they water their gardens when 
need requires. Every man lets water at pleafure, 
by littlé drains ‘that run inward from. the town~ 
ditch. into his own garden ; and ufually each man’s — 
yard or garden is divided from his neighbours by. 
one of thefe little drains on each fide. The houfes 
lie fcattering up and down in the grove, no where 
fae eee joining to one another, but each apart, and fenced 
ao. in with a fmall hedge. Every houfe hath a {mall 
gate or ftile to enter into the garden firft, for the 
_ houfe ftands in the middle ob it; and the garden 
_. runs alfo from the backlide of the houfe to to town- 
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ditch, with its drain and hedge on each fide. In 
the gardens every man has his own fruit trees, as 

_ oranges, limes, betel, pumpions,, melons, pine-ap- 
ples, and a great many herbs. In the dry feafon 

— thefe grovy dwellings are very pleafant, but in the 
wet feafon they are altogether uncomfortable ; for 
tho’ fenced in thus with banks, yet are they like fo 
many duck houfes, all.wet and dirty , neither can 
they pafs from one village to another, but mid- 
leg or to their knees in water, unlefs fometimes in 
boats, which they keep for this purpofe ; but not- 
withftanding thefe, they are feldom out of mire 
and wet, even in the midft of the village or garden, 
fo long as the feafon lafts. The inhabitants of the 
higher part of the kingdom are not troubled with 
fuch inconveniencies, but live more cleanly and 
comfortably, forafmuch as their land is never over- 
flown with water, and tho’ they live alfo in villages 
or towns as the former, yet they have no occafion 

‘to furround them with banks or trenches, but lie 
open to the foreft. ~ 

The capital city Cachao, which ftands in the 
high country, about eighty miles from the fea, on 
the weft fide of the river, and on a pretty level, yet 

_ rifing ground, lies open in the fame manner, with- 
‘out wall, bank, or ditch, There may be in Cachao 
about twenty thoufand houfes. The houles are ge- 
nerally low, the walls of the houfes are of mud, 

and the covering thatch, yet fome are built with 
brick, and the covering with pantile. Moft of 
thefe houfes have a yard or backfide belonging to 
them. In each yard you fhall fee a {mall arched 
building made fomewhat like an ovén, about fix . 
feet high, with the mouth on the ground. It is 
built from top to bottom with brick, all over daub- 
ed thick with mud and dirt. If any houje wants a 

yard, they have neverthelefs fuch a kind of oven as 
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this, but {maller, fet up in the middle of the houfe — 
itfelf; and there is fcarce a houfe in the city with- 
out one. The ufe of it is to thruft their chiefeft 
goods into, when a fire happens: for thefe low _ 
thatched houfes are very fubject to take fire, efpe- 
cially in the dry times, to the deftruction of many 
houfes in an inftant, that often they have fearce 
time to fecure their goods in the arched ovens, tho” 
fo near them. CS RON A i.) ERE 

As every private perfon hath this contrivance, to 
fecure his own goods, when a fire happens, fo the 
government hath carefully ordered néceflary means - 
to be ufed for the preventing of fire, or extinguith- 
ing it before it gets too great a head. For in the 
beginning of the dry feafon, every man muft keep 
a great jar of water on the'top of his houfe, to be 
ready to pour down, as occafion fhall ferve) Be- 
fides this, he is to keep a long pole, with a bafket 
or bowl at the end of it, to throw water out of the 
cannels upon the houfes. But if the fre gets to _ 
fuch a head, that both thefe expedients fail, then 
they cut the ftraps that holds the thatch of the 
houfes, and let it drop fromthe rafters to the ground. 
This is done with little trouble; for the thatch is 
not laid on as ours, neither is it tied on by fingle — 
leaves, asin the Weft Indies, and many parts of 
the Eaft Indies, where they thatch with palmeto or 
palm tree leaves; but this is-made up in panes 
of leven or eight feet fquare, before it is laid ony 
fo that four or fix panes more or lefs, according 
to the bignefs of the houfe, will cover one fide of 
it: and thefe panes being only faftened in a few 
places to the rafters with rattans, they are eafily 
cut, and down drops half the covering at once. — 
Thefe panes are alfo better than loofe thatch, as bes). 
ing moreigmanagable, in cafe any of them thould — 
fall on or near the oven where the hate i a 
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: hey. are eafily drageed off to another places Ur he 


neighbouring houfes may this way be foon uncover- 


coe before the flame comes to them; and the 


thatch either carried away, or at leaft laid where it 
may burn by itfelf. And for this purpofe every 
man is ordered to keep a long pole or bamboat his 


- door, with a cutting-hook at the end of it, pur- 
_ pofely for uncovering the houfes; and if any man 


is found without his jar upon the houfe, and his 
bucket-pole and long hook at his door, he will be 
punilhed feverely for ‘his neglect. They are rigor- 
ous in exacting this; for even with all this caution 
they are much and often damaged by fire. 

The principal ftreets in this city are very wide, 
though jome are but narrow. Thev are moit of 


them paved, or pitched rather, with {mall ftones ; 
but after a very ill manner. In the wet feafon they 


are very dirty; and in the dry time there are many 
ftagnant ponds, and fome ditches full of black 
ftinking mud, in and about the city. This makes 
it unpleafant, and a man would think unwhole- 
fome too: yet it is healthy enough, as far as I per- 
ceived, or could ever learn. 

The kings of Tonquin, who make this city 
their Onan refidence, have two or three palaces 


init, fuch as they be: Two of them are very mean, 


they are built with timber, yet have they many 


great guns planted in houfes near ther, tables . 
the kings. elephants and horfes, and pretty larg 


fquare {pots of ground for the foldiers to draw thane 
felves up regularly before him. The third palace’ 
is called the palace royal. It is more magnificently 
built than the other two ; yet built alfo with timber, 
but all open, as the divans in Turky are faid to be. 
The wall that incompafieth it is moft remarkable. 


It is faid to be three leagues in circumference. The 


ae a this wall is about fifteen or fixteen feet, 
and 


and Imott as many Heat or thick) ie is faced up 


on both fides with brick : there are feveral {mall 
gates to go in and out at, bur the main gate faceth 
to the city. This they fay is never opened, but 
when the boua or emperor goes in or comes out. 


There are two {maller gates adjoining to it, one on 


each fide, which are opened on. all ‘occafions, for 
any concerned there to pafs in and out, but ftran- 
gers are not permitted this liberty. Yet they may 

afcend to the top of the wall and walk round it; 


. ee being ftairs at the gate to go up by; and i in, 


fome places the walls are fallen down. 

Within this wall there are large fith- ponds, 
where alfo there are pleafure-boats for the emperors 
diverfion. I fhall deter fpeaking of him, whofe 


prifon this is rather than court, till the next chapter, 
where I fhall difcourie of the government. | 


The houfe of the Englifh factory, who are very. 


few, is pleafantly feated on the north end .of the 


city, fronting to the river, *Tis a pretty handiome 
low built houfe 5 the beft that I faw in the city. 
‘There is a handfome dining-room in the middle. 
and at each end convenient appartments for the 
merchants, factors, and fervants belonging to the 
company to live in, with other conveniences. This 
houfe ftands parallel with the river; and at each 
end of it, there are fmaller houfes for other ufes, 
as kirchin, f-ore-houfes, é&c. running in a line from 
the great houle towards the river, making two 
wings, and a {quare court open to the river. In 


this “{quare fpace, near the banks of the river, there 


ftands a flag-ftaff, purpofely for the hofting up the 
Englifh colours, on all occafions ; for it is 5 the cue 
ftom of our countrymen abroad, to let fly their co- 
lours on Sundays, and all other remarkable days. 
The Dutch factory joins to the Englith factory 
on sha, fouth fide, L was never in Me and therefore 
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can fay nothing of if, but I have heard that their 
cround is not fo Jarge as ours, though they are the 
longeft ftanders here by many years; for the En- 
glifh are but newly removed hither from Hean, 
where they refided altogether before. 

There is nothing more in or about the city worth 
notice, but only a piece of work on the fame fide, 
up the river. This is a maffy frame of timber, 
ingenioufly put together, and very artificially plac’d 
on great piles, that are fet upright in the river, juft 
by its banks. The piles are driven firmly into the 
ground, clofe one by another; and all the fpace 
between them and the bank is filled up with ftones, 
and on them great trees laid acrofs, and pinn’d faft 
at each end to the piles, fo that the whole fabrick 
muft be moved before any part of it will yield. 
This piece of work is raifed about fixteen or feven- 
teen feet above the water in the dry time, but in 
the wet feafon the floods come within two or three 
feet of the top. It was made to refift the violence 
of the water in the rainy feafon; for the ftream 
then prefles fo hard againft this place, that before 
this pile was built, it broke down the bank, and 
threatned to carry all before it, even to the ruining 
of the city, if this courfe had not timely been taken 
to prevent it. And fo much the rather, becaute there 
is a large pond juft within land, andiow ground be- 
tween it and the city : fo that had it made but a fmall 
breach into the pond, it would have come even to 
the fkirts of the city. And though the city flands - 
fo high as that the land floods never reach it, yet 
the land on which it ftands being a fort of yielding 
fand, could not be thought capable of always refitt- 
ing fuch violence. For the natural floods very often 
make great changes in the river, breaking down 
one point of land, and making another point in the 
oppofite fide of the river, and that chiefly in this 
SHINO, 22: 7 iF part 
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part of che country, where it is bounded with high 
banks; for nearer the fea, where it prefently over- 
flows, the floods feldom make any confiderable 
change, and move more quietly. 

But to return to the people. They are courteous 
and civil to ftrangers, efpecially the trading peo- 
ple: but the great men are proud, haughty, and 
ambitious; and the foldiers very infolent. The 
poorer fort are very thievifh, infomuch that the 
factors. and {trangers that traffick hither are forced 
to keep good watch in the night to fecure their 
goods, notwithftanding the fevere punifhments they 
have againft thieves. ‘They have indeed great op- 
portunities of thieving, the houtes being fo flightly 
built: but they will work away under ground, ra- 
ther than fail; and ufe many fubtle ftratacems. I 
ama ftranger to any ceremonies ufed by them in 


marriage, or at the birth of a child, or the like, if 


they ufe any: Polygamy is allowed of in this coun- 
try, and they buy their wives of the parents. The 
king and great men Keep feveral, as their inclina- 
tions lead them, and their ability ferves. The poor 
are {tinted for want of means more than defire ; for 
though many are not able to buy, much leis to 
maintain one wife, yet moft of them make a fhitt 
to get one, for heré are fome very low prized ones, 
that are elad to take up with poor hufbands. But 
then in ‘Weed times, the man mult fell both wife 
and children, to buy rice to maintain himfelf. Yet 
this is not fo common here as in fome places; as [ 


Bs obferved of the Malabar and Coromandel 


oafts. This cuftom among them of buying wives, 


cafily degenerates: into that of other hiring mifies, | 
and gives great liberty to the young women, who 


offer themfelves of their own accord to any ftrangers, 
who will go to their price. There are of all prices, 
from one hundred dollars to five dollars, and the 
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réfufe of all.will be carefied by the poor feamen. 
Such as the Lafcars, who are Moors of India, com- 
ing bither, in veffels from Fort St. George, and 
other places; who yet have nothing to give them, 
burt fuch fragments of food, as their commons will 
afford, Even the great men of Tonquin will offer 
their daughters to the merchants and officers, tho’ 
their fay 3 is not likely. to. be above five or fix months 
in the country: neither are {they afraid to be with 
child by white mea, for the children will be much 
fairer than their mothers, and confequently of great- 
er repute, when they grow up, if they be girls. 
Nor is it any great charge to breedthemhere: and 
at the worft if their mothers are not able to main- 
tain them, it is but felling them when they are 
young. But to return, the women who thus lett 
themielves to hire, if they have been {fo frugal as to 
fave what they -have got by thefe loofe amours, 
they foon procure hufbands, that will love and e- 
fleem them well enough; and themfelves alfo 
will prove afterwards obedient and faithtul wives. 
For it is faid, that even while they are with ftrangers, 
they are very faithful to them ;. efpecially to fach as 
remain long in the country, or make annual returns 
hither, as the Dutch generally do. Many of thefe 
have gotten good eftates by their Tonquin ladies ; 
and that chiefly by truiting them with money and 
goods. For in this poor country it is a great ad- 
vantage to watch the market; and thefe female 
merchants having ftocks will mightily improve 
them, taking their opportunities of buying raw fillk 
in the dead time of the year. With this-they will 
employ the poor people, when work is {carce; and 
get it cheaper and better done, than when fhips are 


here; for then every man being employed and in _ 


a hurry of bufinefs, he will have: his price accord- 
ing to the hafte of work. And by this means they 
| Pz will 
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will get their goods ready againft the fhips arrive, 
and before the ordinary working feafon, to the pro- 
fit both of the merchant and the pagally. 

When a man dies he is interred in his own land, 


for here are no common burying-places; and with~ . 


in a month afterwards the friends of the deceafed, 
efpecially if he was the mafter of the family, muft 
make a great featt of flefh and fruit at the grave. 
*Tis a part of the priefts office to affift at this folem- 
nity, they are always there, and take care to fee 
that the friends of the deceafed have it duly per- 
formed. ‘To make this feaft they are obliged to 
fell a piece of land, though they have money e- 
nough otherways: which money they beftow in 
fuch things as are neceffary for the folemnity, which 
is more or lefs; according to the quality of the de- 
ceafed. If he was a great man, there is a tower of 
wood erected over the grave; it may be feven or 
eight feet {quaré, and built twenty or twenty five 
feet high. About twenty yards from the tower, 
are little fheds built with ftalls, to lay the provifions 
on, both of meat and fruits of all forts, and that in 


great plenty. ‘Thither the country people refort to - 


fill their bellies, for the feaft feems to be free for 
ail comers, at lealt of the neighbourhood. How 
it is drefled or diftributed about I know not; but 
there the people wait till it is ready. Then the 


-prieft gets within the tower, and climbs up to the 
Pp & P 


top, and looking out from thence, makes an ora- 
tion to the people below. After this the prieft de- 
fcends, and then they fet fire to the foundation of 


the tower, burn it down to the ground; and when 


this is done they fall to their meat. I faw one of 


_thefe grave-feafts, which I fhall have ellewhere oc- 


cafion to mention. , | 

The Tonquinefe have two annual feafts. The 
chief is at the firlt new moon of the new year, which 
INN an ‘ begins 
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begins with the firft new moon that falls out after 
the middle of January, for elfe that moon Is 
reckoned to the old year. At this time they make 
‘merry and rejoice ten or twelve days, and then 
there is no bufinefs done, but every man makes 
himfelf as fine as may be, efpecially the common 
fort. Thefe fpend their time in gaming or fport- 
ing, and you fhall fee the ftreets full of people, both 
citizens and country folks, gazing at feveral di- 
verting exercifes. Some fet up {wings in the ftreets, 
and get money of thofe thar will fwing in them. 
The frames are contrived like ours in the fields 
about London in holiday times; but they who 
fwing ftand upright on the lower part of the iwing, 
which is only a ftick faftened to a pendulous rope, 
which they hold faft with their hands on each fide, 
and raife themfelves to fuch a prodigious heighth, 
that if the {wing fhould break, they muft needs 
break their limbs at beft, if not kill themfeives out 
right. Others fpend their time in drinking. Their 
ordinary drink is tea; but they make themfelves 
merry with hot rack, which fometimes alfo they 
mix with their tea. Either way it hath an odd 
nafty tafte, but is very ftrong; and is therefore 
much efteemed by them; efpecially at this time, 
when they fo much devote themfelves to mirth, or 
madnefs, or even beftial drunkennefs. The richer 
fort are more referved: yet they will alfo be very 
merry at this time. The nobles treat their friends 
with good chear and the beft rack; bur indeed 
their is none good in this country. Yet fuch as 
they have they efteem as a great cordial, efpecially 
when fnakes and f{corpions have been intufed there- 
in, as | have been informed. This is not only ac-: 
counted a great cordial, but an antidote againft the 
leprofy, and all forts of poifen, and it is accounted 
a great piece of refpect to any one to treat him 
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with this liquor. I had this relation from one that 
had been treated thus by many of the great men. 
They alfo at this time more efpecially chew abun- 


dance of betle, and make prefents thereof to one 


another. 

he betle leaf is the great entertainment in the 
eaft for all vifitants; and always given with arek 
folded up in it. They make up the arek in pellets 
fit for ufe, by firft peeling off the outer ereen hard 


rind of the nuts, and then fplitting it lénethways- 


in three or four parts, more. or lefs, according tq 
its bignefs. ‘Then they dawb the leaf all over with 
chinam or lime made into a mortar or pafte, and 
kept in a box tor this purpofe, fpreading it thin. 
And here by the way I fhall take notice of a flip 
in my former volume, p. 449, which I defire may 
be corrected : the nut being there by miftake called 
the betle, and the arek-tree called the betle-tree, 
whereas betle is the name of the leaf they chew. 
In this leaf, thus fpread with chinam, they roll up 
a flice of arek-nut, very neatly, and make a pellet 
of about an inch long, and as big as the top of one’s 
finger. Every man here has a box that will hold 
a great many of thee pellets, in which they keep a 
ftore ready made up; for all'perfons, of what qua- 
lity foever, from the prince to the beggar, chew 
abundance of it. The poorer fort carry a fmall 
pouchful about with them: but the mandarins, or 
great men, have curious oval boxes, made pur- 


pofely for this ufe, that will hold fifty or fixty betle — 


pellets. Thefe boxes are neatly lackered and gild- 
éd, both infide and outfide, with a cover to take off ; 
and if any ftranger vifits them, efpecially Europeans, 
they are fure, among other good entertainment, to 
be treated with a box of betle. The attendant that 
brings it holds it to the left hand of the ftranger ; 


“who therewith taking off the cover, takes. with his 


right 
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sight hand the nuts out of the box. _ *T were an af- 

‘font to take them, or give or receive any thing 
with the left hand, which is confined all over India 
to the viler ufes. 

Tt is accounted good breeding to commend the 
tafte or neatnefs of this prefent, and they all love to 
be flattered. You thereby extremely pleafe the 
matter of the houfe, and engage him to be your 
friend ; and afterwards you may be fure he will not 
fail to fend his fervant with a prefent of betle once 
in two or three mornings, with a complement to 
know how you do. This will coft you a fmall gra- 
tuity to the fervant, who joyfully acquaints his ma- 
fter how gratefully you received the prefent ; and 
and this ftill engages him more, and he will com- 
plement you with great refpect whenever he meets 
you. I was invited to one of thefe new-years feaits 
by one of the country, and accordingly went afhore, 
as many other feamen did upon the like invitations. 
I know not what entertainment they had; but mine 
was like to be but mean, and therefore I prefently 
left it. The ftaple difh was rice, which I have faid 
before is the common food: Befides which, my 
friend, that he might the better entertain me and 
his other cuefts, had been in the morning a fifhing 
in a pond not far from his houfe, and had caught 
a huge mefs of frogs, and with great joy brought 
‘them home, As foon as I came to his houfe, 1 
wondered to fee him turn out fo many of thefe crea- 
tures into a bafket; and afking him what they 
were for? he told me to eat, but how he dreffed 
them I know not ; I did not like his dainties fo well 
as to ftay and dine with him. | 

The other great feaft they have, is after their 
May crop is houfed, about the beginning of June. 
At this feaft alfo they have public rejoicings ; but 
much inferior to thofe of their new-year’s feaft. 

Py : Their 
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Theitt religion is paganifm, and they are great 
idolaters ; nevertheleis they own an omnipotent, fu- 
pream, Over-ruling power, that beholds both them 
and their actions, and fo far takes notice of them 
as to reward the good and punith the bad in the o- 
ther world : for they believe the immortality of the 


foul; but the notion they have of the deity is very - 


obicure. Yet by the figures which they make, re- 
prefenting this god, they manifeftly fhew that they 
do believe him to excel in fight, flrength, courage, 
wifdom, juftice, 8cc. For tho’ their idols, which 
-are made in human fhapes are very different in their 


forms, yet they all reprefent fomewhat extraordi- _ 


nary either in the countenance, or in the make of 
the body or limbs. Some are very corpulent 
and fat, others are very lean; fome alfo have 
many eyes, others as many hands, and all grafp- 
Ing fomewhat. Their afpedcts are alfo different, 
and in fome meafure reprefenting what they are 
made to imitate, or there is fomewhat in their 
hands or lying by them, to illuftrate the meaning 
of the figure. Several paflions are alfo reprefented 
in the countenance of the image, as love, hatred, 
joy, grief. I was told of one image, that was 


placed fitting on his hams, with his elbows refting 


on his knees, and his chin refting ‘on his two 
thumbs, for the fupport of his head, which look’d 
drooping forwards; his eyes were mournfully lifted 
up towards heaven, and the figure was fo lean, and 
the countenance and whole compofure was fo for- 
rowful, that it was enough to move the beholder 
with pity and compaffion. My fiiend faid he was 
much affected with the fight thereof. 

There are other images alfo, that are in the 
fhape of beatts, either elephants or horifes, for I 
have not feen them in any other fhape. The pago- 
das or idol temples, are not fumptuous and mag- 
nificent, as in fome of the neighbouring ae 
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They are generally buile with timber, and are but 
fmall and low, yet moftly covered with pantile, 
efpecially the city pagodas. But in the country 
fome of them are thatched. I faw the horfe and 
elephants idols only in the country ; and indeed I 
faw none of the idols in the city Cachao, but was 
told they were generally in human fhapes. 

The horfe and elephant images I faw, were both 
forts about the bignefs and height of a good horle, 
each ftanding in the midft of a temple, juft big 
enough to contain them, with their heads towards 
the door; and fometimes one, fometimes two toge- 
ther in a temple, which was always open. There 
were up and down in the country other buildings, 
fuch as pagodas, or temples, tombs, or the like, 


lefs than thefe, and not above the height of a man, 


but thefe were always fhut fo clofe, that I could 
not fee what was within them. 

There are many pagan priefts belonging to thefe 
pagodas, and ’tis reported that they are by the laws 
tied up to ftrict rules of living; as abftinence from 
women, and ftrong drink efpecially, and enjoin’d 
-a poor fort of life. Yet they don’t feem to confine 
themielves much to thefe rules ; but their fubfitt- 
ance being chiefly from offerings, and there being 
many of them, they are ufually very poor. ‘The 


offering to the prieft is commonly two or three 


handfuls of rice, a box of betel, or fome fuch like 
prefent. One thing the people refort to them for 
is fortune-telling, at which they pretend to be very 
expert, and will be much offended if any difpute 
their fkill in that, or the truth of their religion. 
Their habitations are very little and mean, clote 
by the pagodas, where they conflantly attend to of- 
fer the petitions of the poor people, that frequently 
refort thither on fome fuch errand ; for they have 
no fet times of devotion, neither do they feem to 
| : efteem 
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efteem one day above onother, except their annual 


feafls. The people bring to the prieft in writing 


what petition they have to make, and he reads it 
aloud before the idol, and afterwards burns it in an 
incenfe-pot, the fuppliant all the while lying pro- 
{trate on the ground. 

! think the mandarins and rich people feldom 
come to the pagodas, but have a clerk of their 
own, who reads the petition in their own courts or 
yards ; and it fhould feem by this, that the man- 
darins have a better fenfe of the deity than the com- 
mon people, for in thefe yards, there is no idol bee 
fore whom to perform the ceremony, but ’tis done 


with eyes lifted up to heaven. When they make - 


this petition they order a great deal of good meat 
te be drefs’d, and calling all their fervants into the 
court, where the ceremony is to be performed, they 
place the food on a table, where alfo two incenfe- 
pots are placed, and then the mandarin prefents a 
paper to‘ the clerk, who reads it with an audible 


voice. Inthe firft place there is drawn up an am-. 


ple account of all that god hath bleft him withal, as 
health, riches, honour, favour of his prince, &e. 
and long life, if he be old ; and towards the con- 
clufion, there is a petition to god for a continuance 
of all thefe bleffings, and a tarther augmentation 


of them, efpecially with long lite and favour of 
his prince, which laft they eftcem as the greateit of 


all bleffings. While this paper is reading the maf- 
ter kneels down, and bows his face down to the 
earth ; and when the clerk has done reading it, he 
puts itto the burning ruthes, that are in the in-: 


cenic-pot, where it is confumed.. Then he flings — 


in three or four little bundles of facred paper, 
which ts very fine and gilded; and when that alfo 
is burnt, he bids his fervants eat the meat. This 
relation I had from an Englifh gentleman, who un- 
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derftood the language very well, and was prefent at 
fuch a ceremony. ‘his burning of paper feems a 
ereat cuftom among the eaftern idolaters, for I ob- 
ferved the doing fo by the Chinefe, in a facrifice 

they had at Bencouli. ‘i 
The Tonquinefe language is fpoken very much 
through the throat, but many words of it are pro- 
nounced thro’ the teeth. It has a great affinity to 
the Chinefe language, efpecially the Fokien dialect, - 
as I have been informed ; and tho’ their words are 
differently pronounc’d, yet they can underitand 
each others writings, the characters and words be- 
ing fo near the fame. The court language efpecial- 
ly is very near the Chinefe; for the courtiers being 
all fcholars, they fpeak more polite, and it differs 
very much from the vulgar corrupted language. 
But for the Malayan tongue, which monfieur ‘la~ 
vernier’s brother in his hiftery of Tonquin fays is 
the court language, | could never hear by any per- 
fon that it is fpoken there, tho’ I have made par- 
ticular enquiry about it; neither can I be of his 
opinion in that matter. For the Tonquinele have 
no manner of trade with any Malayans that J could 
oblerve or learn, neither have any of their neigh+ 
bours ; and for what other grounds the Tonquin- 
efe fhould receive that language I know not. It is 
not provable that cither conqueft, trade or religion 
could bring it in; nor do they travel towards Ma- 
Jacca, but towards China, and commonly ‘tis from 
one of thefe caufes that men learn the language of 
another nation. The remarkable fmoothnels of 
that language, I confefs, might excite fome people 
to learn it out of curiofity, but the Tonquinele are 
not {0 curious, | 
They have fchools of learning, and nurferies to 
tutor youth. The characters they write in are the 
fame with the chineie, by what I could judge; and 
< aya | they 
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they write with a hair pencil, not fitting at a table 
as we do, but ftanding upright. They hold their 


paper in one hand, and write with the other, mak- | 


ing their characters very exaét and fair. They 
write their lines right down from the top to the bot- 
tom, beginning the firft line from the right hand, 
and fo proceeding on towards the left. After they 
can write, they are inftructed in fuch fciences as 
their matters can tutor them in; and the mathema- 
tics are much ftudied by them. They feem to un- 
derftand a little of geometry and arithmetic, ‘and 
fomewhat more of aftronomy. They have alma- 
nacks among them, but I couid not learn whether 
they are made in Tonquin, or brought to them 
from China. 

Since the jefuits came into thefe parts, fome of 
them have improved themfelves in aftronomy pretty 
much. They know from them the revolutions of 
the planets ; they alfo learn of them natural philo- 
fophy, and efpecially ethicks ; and when young 
itudents are admitted or made graduates, they pafs 
thro’ a very ftriét examination,. They compofe 
fomething by way of trial, which they muft be 
careful to have wholly their own, for if it is found 
out that they have been afiifted, they are punithed, 
degraded, and never admitted toa fecond exami- 
nation. | 

Phe Tonquinefe have learn’d feveral mechanic 
arts and trades, fo that here are many tradefmen, 
viz. {miths, carpenters, fawyers, joiners, turners, 
weavers, taylors, potters, painters, money chang- 
ers, paper-makers, workers on lacquer ware, bell- 
founders, &c. Their faws are moft in frames, and 
drawn forwards and backwards by two men. Mo- 
ney changing is a great profeffion here : it is ma- 
naged by women, who are very dextrous and ripe 
in this employment. They hold their cabals in the 
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night, and know how to raife their cafh as well as 
the cunningeit ftock-jobber in London. 

The Tonquinefe make indifferent good paper, of 
two forts; one fort is made of filk, the other of the 
rinds of trees; this being pounded well with 
wooden peftles in large troughs, makes the beft 
writing paper. 

The vendible commodities of this kingdom are 
sold, mufk, filks, both wrought and raw, fome 
callicoes, drugs of many forts, wood for dying, 
lacquer wares, earthen-wares, falt, annifeed, worm- 
feed, &c. There is much gold in this country ; it 
is like the China gold, as pure as that of Japan, and 
much finer. Eleven or twelve tale of filver brings 
one of gold. A tale is the name of a fum of a- 
bout a noble Englifh. Befides the raw filk fetched 
from hence, here are feveral forts of wrought filks 
‘made for exportation, viz. pelongs, fues, hawkins, 
piniafco’s, and gaws. ‘The pelongs and gaws, are 
of each fort, either plain or flower’d very neatly. 
They make feveral other forts of filk, but thefe 
are the principal that are bought by the Englifh 
and Dutch. | 

The lacquer ware that is made here, is not infe- 
rior to any but that of Japan only, which 1s etteem- 
ed the beft in the world; probably becaufe the Ja- 
pan wood is much better than this at Tonquin, for 
there feems not any confiderable difference in the 
paint or varnifh, The Jack of Tonquin is a fort 
of gummy juice, which drains out of the bodies or 
limbs of trees. It is got in fuch quantities by the 

country people, that they daily bring it in great 
tubs to the markets at Cachao to fell, efpecially all 
the working feafon. The natural colour is white, 
and in fubftance thick like cream, but the air will 
change its colour, and make it look blackifh; and 
therefore the country people that bring it to town, 
COVEr 
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_ cover it over with two or three fleets of paper, or 
leaves, to preferve.it in its frefh native colour. The 
cabinets, defks, or any fort of frames to be lacquer- 
ed, are made.of fir, or pone-tree; but the joiners — 
in this country may not compare their work with 
that which the Europeans make: and in laying. on 
the lack upon good or fine joined work, .they fre- 
quently fpoil the joints, edges, or corners, of draw- 
ers of cabinets ; befides, our fafhions of utenfils 
differ mightily from theirs, aud for that reafon cap- 
tain Poole, in his fecond voyage to the country, 
brought an ingenious joiner with him, to make fa- 
fhionable commodities to be lacquered here, as alfo 
deal boards, which are much better than the pone 
wood of this country. . 

The work-houfes where the lacquer is laid on, 
are accounted very unwholefome, by reafon of a 
poifonous quality, faid to be in the lack, which 
fumes into the brain, thro’ the noftrils, of thofe 
that work. at it, making them break out in botches 
and biles, yet the fcent is: not ftrong, nor the fmell 
unfavory. The labourers at this trade can work 
only in the dry feafon, or when the drying north 
winds blow ; for as they lay feveral coats of lack, 
one on another, fo thefe muft all have time to be 
thoroughly dry, before an outer coat.can be laid on 
the former. It grows blackifh of itielf, when ex- 
pofed to the air, but the colour is heightned by oil, 
and other ingredients mix’d with it. When the 
outfide ‘coat is dry, they polith it to bring it to.a 
giofs. This is done chiefly by often rubbing it with 
the ball or palm of their hands. ‘They can make 
the lack of any colour, and temper it fo as to make 
therewith good glew, faid to be the beit.in the 
world, It is aifo very cheap, and prohibited expor- 
tation, They make varnith alfo with the lack. 

| Here 
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Here is alfo turpentine in good plenty, and very 
cheap. Our captain bought a confiderable quan- 
tity for the fhip’s ufe,; and of this the carpenter 
made good pitch, and ufed it for covering the feams 
after they were caulk’d. 

The earthen ware of this country is courfe and 
of a grey colour, yet they make great quantities of 
{mall earthen difhes, that will hold half a pint or 
more. ‘They are broader towards the brim than at 
the bottom, fo that they may be ftowed within one 
another. They have been fold by Europeans, in 
many of the Malayan countries, and for that reafon 
captain Pool in his firft voyage, bought the beft 
part of 100,000, in hopes to fell them in his return 
homeward at Batavia; but not finding a market 
for them there, he carried them to Bencouli on the 
ifland Sumatra, where he fold them at a great pro- 
fit to governor Bloom; and he alfo fold moft of 
them at a good advantage to the native Malayans 
there; yet fome thoufands were ftill at the fort 
when I came thither, the country being glutted 
with them. Captain Weldon alfo bought 30 or 
40,000, and carried them to Fort St. George, but 
how he difpofed of them I know not. The China 
wares which are much finer, have of late fpoiled 
the fale of this commodity in moft places; yet at 
Rackan, in the Bay of Bengal, they are {till efteem- 
ed, and fell at a good rate. 

The feveral forts of drugs bought and fold here, 
are beyond my knowledge: but here is China root, 
galingame, rhubarb, ginger, &&c. Neither do I 
know whether any of thefe grow in this country, 
for they are moftly imported from their neighbours, 
though as to the ginger, I think it grows there. 
Here is alfo a fort of fruit or berry faid to grow on 
{mall bufhes, called: by the Dutch Annife, becaufe 
its {cent and tafte is itrong like that of the anni- 

¢ ct CE is: aa feed. 
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feed. This commodity is only exported hence by 
* the Dutch, who carry it to Batavia, and there diftil 
it among their arack, to give it annifeed an flavour. 
This fort of arack is not fit to make punch with, 
neither is it ufed that way, but for want of plain 
arack. It is only ufed to take a dram of by itfelf, 
by the Dutch chiefly, who inftead of brandy, will 
iwallow large dofes of it, though it be ftrong : but 
it is alfo much ufed and efteemed all over the Halt 
Indies. : 

There is one fort of dying wood in this country 
much like the Campeachy log-wood, though whe- 
ther the fame, or wood of greater male [now 
not. I have heard that. it is called fappan wood ; 
and that it comes from Siam. It was fmaller than 
what we ufually cut in the bay of Campeachy ; for 
the biggeft itick that I faw here was no bigger than 
my leg, and moft of it much {maller, and crooked. 
‘They have other forts of dyes, but I can give no 
account of them. They dye feveral colours here, 
but I have been told they are not lafting. They 
have many forts of good tall timber-trees in this 
country, fit for any forts of building ; but, by re-. 
lation, none very durable. For matting the fir and 
pone trees are the beft. Here is much wormfeed, 
but it grows not in this kingdom. It is broughe 
trom within the land, from the kingdom of Boutan, 
or from the province of Yunam, bordering on this 
kingdom, yet belonging to China. From thence 
comes the mufk and rhubarb ; and thefe three com- 
modities are faid to be peculiar to Boutan and Yu- 
nam. The mufk grows in the cods of goats. The 
fame countries yield gold alfo, and fupply this 
country with it ; for whatever gold mines the Ton- | 
quinefe are faid to have in their own mountains, 
yet-they do not work upon them. | 

| With 
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With all thefe rich commodities, one would ex- 
pect the people to be rich; but the generality are 
very poor, confidering what a trade is driven here. 
For they have little or no trade by fea themfelves, 
except for eatables, as rice, and fifh, which is {pent 
in the country: but the main trade of the country 
is maintained by the Chinefe, Englifh, Dutch, and 
other merchant ftrangers, who either relide here 
conflantly, or make their annual returns hither. 
Thefe export their commodities, and import fuch 
as are vendible here. The goods imported hither 
befides filver, are faltpetre, fulphur, Englifh broad- 
cloth, cloth-rafhes, fome callicoes, pepper, and o- 
ther fpices, lead, great guns, &c. but of guns the 
long faker is moft efteemed. For thefe commodities 
you receive.money or goods, according to contract: 
but the country is fo very poor, that, as I former- 
ly obferved, the merchant commonly ftays three or 
four months for his goods, after he has paid for 
them; becaufe the poor are not employed till fhips 
arrive in the country, and then they are fet to work 
by the money that is brought thither in them. The 
king buys great guns, and fome pieces of broad 
cloth: but his pay is fo bad, that merchants care 
not to deal with him, could they avoid it. But the 
trading people, by all accounts, are fo honeft and 
juft, that] heard a man fay, who had traded 
there ten years, in which time he dealt for many 
thoufands of pounds, that he did not in all that 
time lofe ten pounds by them all. 


RIND 20 « 


234. The Vovacrs and Apventurss of 


We 
has nie 
asi 


CAP,  XXIX, 


of the government, kings, foldiers, and Manderins 


of Tonquin. 


haath lingdont is an abfolute monarchy, but 
of fuch a kind as is not in the world befides, 
for it has two kings, and each fupreme in his par- 
ticular way; the one is called Boua, the other 
Choua; which laft name I have been told fignifies 
mafter. ‘he Boua and his anceftors were the fole 
monarchs of Tonquin, tho’? I know not whether 
as independent fovereigns, or as tributaries to Chi- 
na, of which they have been thought to have been 
a frontier province, if not a colony 3 ; for there.is a 
oreat affinity | in. their language; religion, and cu- 


ftoms. The two kings they have at prefent, are 


not any way related in their defcent or families ; nor 
could I Jearn how long their government has con~ 
tinued in the prefent form, but it appears to have 
been for fome fucceflions. The occafion is vari- 
oufly reported ; but fome give this account of it. 

The Bouas, or ancient kings of Tonquin, were 
formerly matters of Cochinchina, and held that na- 
tion in fubjection by an army of Tonquinefe con- 
ftantly kept there, under a general or deputy, who 
ruled them. When Cochinchina threw off the Ton- 
quinefe yoke, the king had two great generals, one 


in Cochinchina and: the other in Tonquin. Thefe 
two generals differing, he who was in Cochinchina 


revolted from his fovereion of Tonquin, and by 
his power over the army there, made himfelf king, 
of Cochinchina; fince which thefe two nations have 
always been at wars, yet each nation of late is ra~ 
ther on the defenfive part than on the offerfive, 
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But when the general who commanded in Cochin- 
china had been thus fuccefsful in his revolt from 
under the Boua, the Tonquinefe general took the 
courage to do fo too; and having gained the affecs 
tions of his army, deprived the king his mafter, 
of all the regal power, and kept it with all the re- 
venues of the crown in his own hands, {till leaving 
the other the title of king, probably, becaufe of 
the great zeal the people had for that family. And 
thus the kingdom came wholly into the power of 
this Tonquinefe general, and his heirs, who carry 
the title of Choua; the Bonas of the antient family 
having only the fhadow of that authority they were 
formerly mafters of. The Boua lives the life of a 
kind of prifoner of ftate, within the old palace, 
with his women and children, and diverts himfelf 
in boats among his fith ponds within the palace 
walls, but never ftirs without thofe bounds. He 
is held in great veneration by all the Tonquinefe, 
and feemingly by the Choua alfo, who never offers 
any violence to him, but treats him with all ima- 
ginable refpect. “The people fay they have no king 
but Boua, and feem to have fad apprehenfions of 
the lofs they fhould have, if he fhould die without 
an heir; and whenever the Choua comes irto his 
prefence, which is two or three times in the year, 


he ufes abundance of compliments to him, and tells 


him that his very life is at his fervice, and that he 


governs and rules wholly to do him a kindnefs; 


and always gives him the upper hand. So alfo 
when any ambaffadors are fent from the emperor of 
China, they will deliver their meflage to none but: 
the Boua, and have their audience of him. Yet 
aiter all this pageanty, the Boua has only a’few fer- 
vants to attend him; none of the mandarins make 
their court to him, nor is he allow’d any guards. 
All the magiftracy and foldiery ; the treafure and 
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the ordering of all matters of peace and war, are 
entirely at the Choua’s difpofal : all preferment is 
from him, and the very fervants who attend the 
Boua, are fuch only as the Choua places about him. 
Befides thefe fervants, none are ever fuffered to fee 
the Boua much lefs ftrangers, fo that I could learn 
nothing as to his perfon.. But as to the Choua, I 
have been informed that he is an angry, ill-natured, 
leprous perfon. He lives in the fecond palace, 
where he has ten or twelve wives, but what chil- 
dren I know not. He governs with abfolute autho- 


rity over the fubjects, and with great tyranny, for 


their lives, goods, and eftates are at his command. 
The province of Tenehoa is faid to have belonged 
properly to his anceftors, who were great manda- 
tins before the ufurpation. So that he now feems 
to have a particular value for it, and keeps his trea- 
fure there, which, by report, is very great. This 
treafure is buried in great cifterns full of water, 
made purpofely for that ufe; and to fecure it, he 
keeps a great many foldiers there, and commits the 
‘ charge, both of them and the treafure to the go- 
vernor of the province, who is one of his princi- 
paleunuchs, : : me 

The Choua has always a ftrone guard of foldiers. 
about his palace, and many large ftables for his 
horfes and elephants,. The horfes are about thir- 
teen or fourteen hands high, and are kept very fat: 
there are two or three hundred of them. The ele- 
phants are kept in long ftables by themfelves, each 
having a peculiar room or partition, with a keeper 
to drefs and feed him. The number of the king’s 


elephants are about one hundred and fifty or two 


hundred. They are watered and wathed every day in 
_ the river. NM . pert 
-. Some of the elephants are very gentle and go- 
-vernable, others are more indocil and unruly. 


When 
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When thefe rude ones are to pafs through the 
ftreets, tho’ only to be watered, the rider or dreffer 
- orders a gong or drum to be beaten before him, to 
warn people that an unruly elephant is coming, and 
they prefently clear the ftreets and give a pafiage 
for the beaft, who will do mifchief to any that are 
in the way, and their riders or keepers cannot re- 
ftrain him. | 

Before the Choua’s palace, there is a large parade 
or {quare place for the foldiers to be drawn up. On 
one fide there is a place for the mandarins to fit, 
and fee the foldiers exercife, on the other fide is a 
fhed, wherein all the cannon and heavy guns are 
lodged. There may be fifty or fixty iron guns from 
falcon to demi-culverin, two or three whole culve- 
rin or demi-cannon, and fome old iron mortars ly- 
ing on logs. The guns are mounted on their car- 
riages, which are old and very ill made. There is 
one great brafs pun much larger than the reft, fup- 
pofed to be eight or nine thoufand pound weight. 
It is of a taper bore, a foot diameter at the mouth, 
but much fmaller at the britch. It is an ill fhaped 
thing, yet much efteemed by them, probably be- 
caufe it was caft here, and the biggeit that ever 
they made: it was caft about twelve or thirteen 
years ago, and being fo heavy, they could not con- 
trive to mount it, but were beholden to the Eng- 
lifh, to put it into the carriage, where it now ftands 
more for fhow than fervice, But tho’ this is an or- 
dinary piece of workmanfhip, yet the Tonquinelfe 
underftand how to run metals, and are very expert 
in tempering the earth, wherewith they make their 
mould. | , ) 

Thefe are all the great guns that I faw or heard 
of in this kingdom, neither are here any forts, yet 
the king keeps always a great many foldiers. “Tis 
faid that he has always feventy or eighty thoufand 
| 3 Q 3 conftantly 
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conftantly in pay. Thefe are moft foot, they aré 
arm’d with curtans or {words, and hand guns of 
three feet and an half or four feer in the barrel. The 
bore is about the bignefs of our horfe piftols, they 
are all match-locks, and very thick and heavy. The 
foldiers all make their own powder. They have 
little engins for mixing the ingredients, and make 
as {mall a quantity as they pleafe. They know not 
how to corn it, and therefore it is in unequal lumps, 
fome as big as the top of a man’s thumb, and o- 
thers not larger than a white pea: neither have I 
feen any powder well corn’d, that has been made 
in any of thefe caftern inationge 978s ea 
The foldiers have each a cartridge box, covered 


with leather, after the manner of the Weft Indian. 


priva.:ers; but inftead of paper cartrid.es, thefe are 
filled with {mall hollow canes, each containing a 
toad or charge of powder; which they empty out 
of the cane into the gun, fo that each box has in it, 
as it were, fo many bandeleers. Their arms are 
kept very bright and clean; for which purpofe eve- 
ry one of them has a hollow bambo to lay over the 

barrel of his gun, to keep the duft from it, as it 
_ ties over the rack in his houfe. When they march 


alfo in rainy weather, they have another bambo, to. 


cover their guns. This is large enough to cover 
the whole barrel, and very well lackered ; fo that 


it is not only handfome, but alfo preferves the gan, 


dry. | 

ficer, who is leader of the file; and every file con- 
fifts of ten men; but as I have been informed by 
one who has feen them march, they do not keep 
their ranks in marching. ‘The foldiers are molt 
of them lufty ftrong well made men; for *its that 
chiefly recommends them to the king’s fervice. 
They muft alfo have good ftomachs, for that is a 
ee ; greater 


The foldiers when they march are led by an of- 
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greater recommendation than the former; neithet 
can any man be entertained as a foldier, that has 
not a greater ftroke than ordinary at eating : for 
by this they judge of his flrength and conititution. 
For which reafon, when a foldier comes to be lift- 
ed, his ftomach is firit proved with rice, the com- 
mon fubfiftence of the ordinary people in this king- 
dom; and according as he acquits himfelf in this 
firtt trial of his manhood, fo he is either difcharged 
or entertained in the fervice. It 1s reported, that at 
- thefe trials they commonly eat eight or nine cups of 
rice, each containing a pint, and they are ever af- 
rerwards efteemed and advanced, according to the 
firft days fervice; and the greateft eaters are chiefly 
employed as guards to the king, and commonly at- 
tend on his perfon. The province of Negean breeds 
the luftieft men, and the beft eaters ; for that rea- 
fon thofe of that province are generally employed 
as foldiers. After thirty years fervice a foldier may 
petition ta be difbanded ; and then the village where 
he was born muft fend another man to ferve in his 
room. 

The horfemen are but few, and armed with bows, 
and long ipears or lances, like the Moors and 
Turks. Both thefe and the foot foldiers are very 
dexterous in ufing their weapons, and fhoot very 
well either with gun or bow; for they are often 
exercifed by fhooting at marks. The king orders 
a fhooting match once a year, and rewards the beft 
qmarkfman with a fine coat, or one thoufand cath, 
as it is called, which is a fum about the value of a 
dollar. The mark is a white earthen cup, placed 
againfta bank. The diftance they ftand to fire at 
it is about eighty yards. He who breaks the farft 
cup has the fineft coat ; for there are others alfo of 
Jefs worth and finery for the reft, that have the 
good fortune to break the other cups, or cafh in 
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lieu of them. This is all at the king’s charge, who 
encourages this exercife very much, as a means to 
make them good markfmen, and they generally 
prove fuch. They will load and fire the quickett 
of any people. They draw the rammer at one 
Motion, and powering down the powder and bullet, 
they ram all down at one motion more.’ Then they 
withdraw the rammer, and put it into its place at 
two motions more. All the four motions are per- 
formed very dexteroufly and quick ; and when they 
thoot at a mark, they level and fire at firft Aight, 
yet very fuccefsfully. | | 
Tho* the king of Tonquin has no forts, yet he 
keeps always a great many foldiers in the frontier 
towns of his kingdom, efpecially on the fouth weft. 
part thereof, to check the Cochinchinefe, his im- 


placable enemies ; aud tho’ there feldom happens — 


a pitch’d battle between them, yet there are often 
{kirmifhings which keep the foldiers on each fide 
upon their guard; and fometimes there are confide- 
rable excurfions made by one or other party into 


the enemies territories, where they kill, fpoil, and _ 
bring away what booty they can find. The king — 


alfo has always about thirty thoufand near his per- 


fon, and quartered in or about Cachao, ready on — 


all occafions. The dry feafon is the time for his 
armies to take the field, or co againft an enemy ; 
for in thefe countries there is no marching in the 
wet feafon. When he fends an army by land on 
any expedition, the general, and other great officers 
are mounted on clephants. Thefe have neat little 


boarded houfes or caftles faftned on their backs, 


where the great men fit in ftate, fecured from the 

fun or rain. ‘They have no field pieces in their ar-. 
mies, but inftead thereof they carry on mens backs, 
guns that will carry a four ounce fhot. The bar-— 


rels of thele guns are about fix or feven feet long; 


but 
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but tho’ one man carries one of them on kis back, 
yet he cannot hold it out to fire, like imall guns, 
‘but tt refts it on its carriage, which is another man’s 
den, and they two manage it between them. 
he carriage is only a round piece of wood, about 
four inches thick, and fix or feven feet long. One 
end of the carriage is fupported with two legs, or 
a fork of three feet high, the other refts on the 
ground ; the gun is placed on the top, where there 
is an iron fooket for the gun to reft in, and a {wivel 
to turn the muzzle any way. From the britch of 
the gun there is a fhort ftock, for the man who 
- fires the gun to traverfe it withal, and to reft it a- 
eainit his fhoulder. The ufe of thefe guns is to 
olen a pals, or to fire over the rivers,: “when the 
enemy is fo commodioufly placed, that there 1s no 
other way to move him; and they are carried by 
thefe two men almoft with as much eafe as ‘Lapse 
In thefe land expeditions they carry but little bag- 
gage, befides their neceflary. arms, i ae 
and provender; fo that if they are routed, they 
lightly {camper away ; and generally in thefe coun- 
tries the difpute is foon over, for they. will not fuf- 
tain a {mart onfet. 
- Befides the foldiers on the frontiers, and thofe 
who attend the king about Cachao, he has many 
others that keep guard in feveral parts of his king- 
dom, efpecially in the great roads, and on the ri- 
vers, Thefe fearch all exported g woods, to fee that 
no prohibited goods are fent out Oe the kingdom, 
elpecially arms; and no prohibited goods brought 
in. They alfo look after the euftoats: and fee that 
all goods have paid, before they pafs further. All 
travellers are alfo fearched by them, and ftridtly 
examined ; and if any perfons are taken only on 
-fufpicion, they are ufed very feverely, till they can 
clear themlelves ; fo that no difaffected or rebellious. 
perion 
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-perfon can ftir, without being prefently known, 
and this renders the king very fafe in his govern- 
ment. 

The king’s naval force confifts only in a fort of 
fiat bottom’d gallies, and thefe feemingly defigned 
more for ftate than fervice, except to tranfport fol-_ 
diers from one place to another. Thefe veffels are 
fifty, fixty, or feventy feet long, and about ten or 
twelve feet broad in the waift, and the two ends 
near as many feet high out of the water, efpecially 
the hind part or ftern; but the waift, or middle of 
the veffel is not above two feet and an half from the 
water, that being the place by which all the men 
go in and out. From thence towards each end, it 

ts gently and very artificially raifed, to a confidera- 
height, fo that the whole fabric appears very grace- 
ful and pleafant, as it moves on the water. The 
head or fore part is not altogether fo hjgh as the 
itern, neither is there fo much coft beftowed on it 
for ornament; for tho’ it wants neither carved work 
nor painting, yet it is not comparable to that of the 
ftern, which has great variety of carving, and is 
curioufly lackquer’d and gilded. The place where 
the captain fits is in the ftern, and is neatly covered 

_tokeep off the fun or rain; and being higher than 

any other part of the veffel, appears like a little 


throne, efpecially that of the general’s galley. This sa 
is more magnificent than the reft, tho’ all are buile 


much of one form. From the ftern to the waitt, it 
is covered over with a flight covering to fhelter the 
men and their arms from the rain in the wet feafon. 
and the {corching fun in the dry. Before the waitt 
there are piaces for the oars on each fide, and a plain 
even deck for the rowers to ftand by their tackling. 


Each galley carries a {mall brafs gun, either minion — 


or faker, which is planted afore, and looks out 
through a port in the bow. They have a {mall 
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maft and matt fail, and are rowed with from fixteen 
to twenty four oars. 

The foldiers are always the men that row, and 
are all naked, except that they have a narrow piece 
of black cloth like a fafh about their waifts, which 


is brought between their thighs, and tuck’d again 


under their waift. Every one flands upright ~be- 
hind his oar, which lies in its notch on the gunnel, 
and he thruits or pufhes it forward with a great 
ftrenoth; they plunge their oars all at one inftant 


into the water, keeping exact time with each other : 


and that they may the better co this, there is one 
that ftrikes on a {mall gong, or wooden inftru- 
ment, before every ttroke of the oar: then the row- 
ers all at once anfwer with a fort of a hollow noile, 


; through the throat, and a ftamp on the deck with 


one foot, and immediately plunge their oars into 
the water. Thus the gong and the rowers alter- 
nately anfwer each other, making a found that 
feems very pleafant and warlike to thofé who are at 
a {mall diftance on ‘the water or fhore. 

Thefe boats draw about two feet and a half wa- 
ter ; and are only ferviceable in rivers, or at fea 


near the fhore, and that in very fair weather too. 


They are beft in broad rivers, near the fea, where 
they.may take the advantage of the tides to help 
them ; for tho’ they row pretty fwift when they are 


lial light, yet when they have fixty, eighty, or an hun- 


dred men on board, as fometimes they have, they 
are heavy and row flowly againft the ftream. Ne- 
vertheleis when there is occafion they muft go a- 
gainft the ftream a ereat ways tho’ they perform it 
with hard labour, — 

The foldiers in thefe veffels are equipt with bows, 
fwords, and lances, and when many of them are 
fent on any expedition, they are divided into {qua- 


of 
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of different colours, as appeared by an expedition 
they made up the river, againft fome of their northe 
ern neighbours, while we were there. ‘There were 
about fixty of thefe galleys fent out up the river, 
and they had from fixteen to forty foldiers each, all 
well armed. Their general was called Ungee Co- 
mel, who was a great mandarin, and was the per- 
fon appointed by the king to infpect into our Eng- 
lith traffic, being made director or proteétor of the 
Enghlith factory, who ufed to fpeak of him as a 
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generous man. ‘There were two more great officers : 


under him, each in a vefiel by himfelf. Thefe three 
had flags of diftinétion; the firft was yellow, the 
fecond blue, the third red or green. They went 
away from Cachao towards the mountains, but did 
not return while we were there; but fince we came 


from thence, I have been informed that the expe- 
dition prov’d fruitlefs, and that the general Ungee 


Comei, was much difgraced. | 

When the galleys are not in fervice, they are 
dragged afhore, and placed in houfes built for that 
purpole, where they are fet upright on their bot- 
toms, made very clean, and kept neat and dry. 


Thefe galley-houfes are fifty or fixty paces from the — 


river fide ; and when they bring the galleys into 
them, there is a {trong rope brought round the 


ftern of the veffel, and both ends ftretched along, 
one on. each fide, then three or four hundred men ~~ 


ftanding ready with the rope in their hands, wait 
for the fignal, which being given by the beat of a 
gong, they begin to draw with all their ftrength, 
and making’ a great fhrieking noife, they. run her 
up in a trice into her place. This alfo is their fol- 
diers work, who having thus houfed all their gal- 
leys, return to their land fervice. sd 


Some of the foldiers are employed alfo in keep- 


ing watch and ward, for’ the fecurity of private 
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men, as well as in the king’s bufinefs; and the 


Tonquinefe are obferved to keep good orders in the 
night in all towns aud villages, but more particular- 
ly in the great cities, and efpecially at Chiachao. 
There every ftreet is guarded with a ftrong watch, 
as well to keep filence, as to hinder any diforder. 
The watchmen are armed with ftaves, and ftand in 
the ftreet by the watch-houfes, to examine every 
one that paffes by. There is alfo a rope ftretched 
crofs the ftreet breaft high, and no man mutt pafs 
this place, till he is examined, unlets he will ven- 
ture to be foundly bang’d by the watch. Thefe 
men can handle their weapon fo well, that if they 
defien mifchief, they will dextroufly break a leg or 
‘thigh-bone, that being the place which they com- 
monly ftrike at. There is a pair of ftocks by every 
watch-houfe, to fecure night ramblers in ; but for 
a fmall piece of money, a man may pafs quiet 
enough, and for the moft part only the poor are 
taken up. Thefe watchmen are foldiers, but be- 
long to the governor or fome other men of great 
power, who will hear no complaints again{t them, 


though never fo juftly made; and therefore they 


often put men in the ftocks at their pleafure, and 
in the morning carry them before a magiftrate, who 
commonly fines the prifoners to pay fomewhat ; and 
be it more or lefs, it falls part to the magiftrate. 

_ Neither dares any man complain of injuftice upon 
fuch ufage: in this cafe efpecially ; though his 
caufe be never fo juft; and therefore patience is in 
this country as neceflary for poor people, as in any 
part of the world. 


But notwithftanding thefe abufes, they have one 


cuftom in the adminiftring juftice, that ,is pleafing 
enough. For if a difference or quarrel at any time 
happens between two mean men, and they are not 
~ to be reconciled without going before a magiftrate, 
: he 


946 «The Vovaces and Apventurés of ) 


he ufually confidering their poverty, lays no heavy 
mulct on the offender, but enjoins him as his penale 
ty, that he fhall treat the injured perfon with a jar 
of arack, and a fowl, or a {mall porker, that fo 
feafting together, they may both drown all animo- 
fity in good liquor, and renew their friendthip. 
_ But in a controverfy about a debt, they take a 
very different method. For the debtors are many 
times ordered to be prifoners in their creditors houfes 
where they are beaten, or kept with a log of wood 
made faft to their legs, to hinder them from run- 
ning away. Thefe poor prifoners eat nothing but 
rice and drink water, and are tyrannically infulted 
over by their rigid creditors, till the debt is fatisfied, 


Their corporal punifhments upon malefactors, and 


fometimes upon others, are very fevere. Some are 
Joaden with iron chains faftened to their legs, with 
Jogs alfo like the debtors, others have their necks 
inclofed between two great heavy planks made like 
a pillory, but moveable, for they carry it about 
with them where-ever they go, and even when 
they go to reft they are forced to lie down and fleep 
in it as they can. ae 

There is another fort of punifhing inftrument not 
unlike this, called a gongo. This alfo is made to 
wear about the neck, but is fhaped like a ladder. 
The fides of it are two large bamboes, of about 


ten or twelve feet long, with feveral fuch rounds or 


fticks as ladders have to keep the fides afunder ; 


but much fhorter; for the two fide bamboes are ~ 


no farther afunder, than to admit of a narrow room 
for the neck ; and the two rounds in the middle are 
much at the fame diftance from each other, on each 
fide the neck, forming a little fquare, through 
which the man looks.as if he were carrying a Jad- 
der on his fhoulders, with his head through the 
rounds. If-either of thefe yokes were to be taken 
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- off in a fhort time, as in fix, nine, or twelve hours, 


it would be no great matter; but to wear one of 
them a month, two, three, or longer, as I have 
been informed they fometimes do, feems to bea 
very fevere punifhment. Yet itis fome comfort to 
fome, that they have the liberty to walk abroad 


where they will, but others are both yoked and 


imprifoned ; and the prifoners in public prifons are 
ufed worfe than a man would ufe a dog being half 
ftarved and foundly beaten to boot. 

They have a particular punifhment, for fuch as 
are fufpected to fire houfes, or who are thought to 
have occafioned the fire through their neglect. The 
mafter-of the houfe, where the fire firft breaks out, 
will hardly clear himfelf from fufpicion, and the 
feverity of the law. The punifhment in this cafe 
is to fit in a chair of twelve or fourteen feet high, 
bare headed, three whole days fucceflively in the 
hot fcorching fun; this chair is fet, for his greater 
diferace, before the place where his houfe ftood. 

Other fmaller crimes are punifhed with blows ; 
which we call bambooing. The criminal is laid 
flat on his belly on the ground, with his breeches 

luck’d down over his hams, in which pofture a 
lufty fellow bangs his bare breech with a {plit bam- 
bo, about four fingers broad, and five feet long. 
The number of his blows are more or lefs, accord- 


ing to the nature of the crime, or the pleafure of 


the magiftrate ; yet money will puy favour of the 
executioner, who knows how to moderate his blows 
for a fee beforehand ; otherwife his ftrokes ufually 
fall fo heavy, that the poor offender may be lamed 


fora month or two. After a man has fuffered any 


of thefe punifhments, he can never obtain any pub- 
lic favour or employment. | 
They have no courts of judicature, but any 
fingle magiftrate iffues out his warrants for the ap- 
: 4 3 prehending 
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‘prehending of malefactors, and upon taking them, 
immediately tries them 3 and as the fentence is final, 
fo *tis no fooner patt bur it is executed alfo without 
more ado. Their punifhment in capital crimes is 
uifually beheading. The criminal is carried imme-__ 
diately from the “‘magiftrate’ s houfe to his own ; for 
there is no common ‘place of execution, but the ma- 
lefactor fuffers near his own houte, or where the / 
fact was committed. There he is placed, fitting Me 
on the ground, with his bedy upright, and his legs 
ftretched out ; ; and the executioner being provided 
with a large curtane or back{word, and ftriketh a 
full back- blow » on the neck, at one ftroke he fevers 
the head from the body, the head commonly tumb- 
ling down into the owners lap, and the trunk fal- 
ling backward on the ground. 

Theft is not thought worthy of death, but is 
punifhed with cutting of fome member, or part of 
a member, according to the degree of the offence. 
For fometimes only one joint of a finger is chop’d 
off, for other crimes a whole finger, or more, and 
for fome the whole hand. 

The magiftrates and other great men A this _ . 
kingdom, are called mandarins. Moft of themin 
office about. the king are eunuchs, and notonly 
caftrated, but alfo their members cut off quite fat 
to their bellies. Thefe, as I have been informed, ‘ 
are all very learned men after their way, efpecially a 
in the laws of their country. They rife gradually 
by their merit or favour, from one degree to ano- 
ther, as well they who are employed in civil as in eo 
military affairs; and icarce a place of truft or pro-\ hae 
fit goes befide them. No man is permitted to walk 
familiarly about the king’s palace without the leave _ 
of the eunuch mandarins, and for this reafon, hay- 9° 
ing fuch free accefs to the king themfelves, and ex- 
cludi ing pen they will, they. engrofs: his formu 
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This is taken fo much to heart by fome,. that thro’ 
envy and difcontent, they often pine away, 4s is 
commonly faid, even to death: and I heard of fuch 
a one, who was called Ungee Thuan Ding. Ungee 
feems a title of honour among them. . He was a 
man of great learning in the laws, extremely polis 
tic, and mighty high fpirited. This man - fought 
all the means imaginable to be preferred, but could 


not for want of being an eunuch: he fretted to fee 


his inferiors raifed; but plainly feeing that there 


was no rifing without removing that objection, he 
One day in a rage took up a fharp knife, and qua- 
lified himfelf effectually. He had a wife and fix 
or eight children, who were all in great fear of his 
life ; but he was not at all difmayed, tho’ in that 
condition; and the king advanced him. He was 
living when I was there, and was a great mandarin. 
He had the care of the armory and ‘artillery, being 
great mafter of the king’s ordnance. 

There was another encatin alfo, one Uniee 
Hane, who finding himfelf baffled by the eunuchs, 
was forced to make himtelf one to be upon the le 
vel with them. This gentleman, it feems, was 
Jord of a village or two, where both he and his 
tenants were often plagued with the domineering 
eunuchs; and having born their malice for fome 
time, and feeing no end of it, he agreed with an 
expert gelder to caftrate him; for here are many 
in this country, who profefs this art, and are fo ex- 
_ pert at it, that they will undertake to cut a man of 
any age, for fo many thoufand cafh as the man is 
years old. *Tis reported, that they firft put the 
patient into a fleep ; but how long they are curing 
him after the operation is over, I know not. T 
heard of but three mandarins of any grandeur in 
the government, who were not eunuchs. One was 
_ the governor of the Eaft province, whofe daughter 
No. 23. R. was 
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was married to a prince of the royal family. The. 
other two, who were governors of Cachao,. were. 


alfo married men, and had children, and one of. 


thefe married the kine’s daughter. All the manda- 
rins rule with abfolute power and authority in their 


feveral precinets, yet’ in great obedience to the 


King, who is as abfolute over them, as they are O- 
ver “the common people. 
Thefe eunuch mandarins efpecially live in ereat 


fate, Many of them have command otf the foldie- 


ry, and have suards attending | them at their own 


houtes ; there ‘being a certain number of foldiers 
allowed to attend on‘ each mandarin, according ton. 4 


his quality. They are generally, covetous beyond — 


mealure, dnd very malicious. Some of them are 


governors of provinces; but all are raifed to sae . 


of truft and profits 6) 


Once every year the mandarins receive an oath » 


of allegiance to the king, from all the. prineipal — 


breceve under them. T ee is done with great cere- 


mony: they cut the throat of a hen, and Jet the 
blood fall into a bafon of arack. Of this.arack, 


every man has a fmall draught given him to drink, 


after he has publickly accent his fincerity, ai a 
readineis to ferve his prince. *Fis efteemed the fo-- 
lermneft tie by which any man can engage himfelf... 
This way of giving folemn potions to drink, is 
ufed alfo in ens countries, on different occafions, | 
As particularly, on the Gold Coaft of Guinea 5 


where when men or women are taxed for. a crime, 


be it of what nature it will, but efpecially adultery, . 


i 


and the matter cannot be ‘proved by evidence, the — 


fetiffero, or prieft, decides the difference, by giv- _ ‘ 
ing:a potion of bitter water, to the perfon accufed; 
which if they refufe to take, they are fuppofed to .— 


be guilty without farther proof ; but if they drink 


it of the event is faid to be, that if the perfons be 3 


guilty, 
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‘suitty,.. this. water: “immediately fall their bodies 
till they _ burft 5 but if innocent, they are not hurt 
thereby... What. tricks .the Fetifferos. may play in 
compounding this water, I, know not, but this kind 
of, trial is. frequent among them, and feems to:be a) 
remainder of the old Jewith trial by the waters of 
jealoufy, dpoken of in the sth chapter.of Numbers. 
Tam nor fufficiently inform’d, whether. the event of : 
the trial be {uch as it was among the Jews ; but ic 
feems they have a ftrong iperfuafion: of it, and a. 
guilty perfon does. commonly fo dread the being » 
brought to -this,trial, that forthe moft part he or» 
fhe chutes rather. to fuffer the. punifhment of the. 
country, which is to be fold to Europeans as flavess 
This potion 1s. called bitter-water, and ’tis given 
by way of trial upon any light fufpicion even of a 
{mall injury. ‘his;account [ have had from feve- 
ral,, who, ANS been in Guinea, but erecauy from 
Mr. Canby... at 

But to, return. to the pee eee, ; though 
they are bitter,enemies to thofe whom they take a- 
verfion again{t, yet.on the other. hand, they are as 
kind to their favourites, and as complifant to their 
vifitants, . whether, foreigners.or others, feafting 
them often. They love ‘mightily to be vifited, e- 
{teeming themfelves highly honour’d thereby. 
When. they treat any, they are beft pleafed with 
thofe who eat and drink heartily ; for this they fup- 
pofe proceeds from their love and hearty affection 
to them: aad indeed the ‘Tonquinele, in general, 
are very free to their vifitants,. treating them with 
the beft cheer they are able to procure. 

In their entertainments, and at their common > 
eating, inftead of forks. and. fpoons, they ufe. two 
{mall round fticks about. the length and bignefs of 
a tobacco-pipe. They hold them, both in the righe 
hand, one between the fore finger and thumb, the 
R 2 other 
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other between the middle finger and the fore finger, 
as our boys do their fnappers. They ufe them ve- 
ry dextroufly, taking up the {malleit grain of rice’ 
with them; nor is it accounted mannerly to touch’ 


the food, after it is drets’d, with their hands ; and 


tho’ it be difficult for {irangers to ufe them, being 


unaccuftomed to them, yet a little ufe wiil over- 
come that difficulty, and perfons who live here ought 
to learn this, as well as other cuitoms of the coun- 
try, that are innocent, that fo their company may 
be more acceptable. All the Tonquinefe keep ma- 
ny of thee {ticks in their houfe, as well for their 
own ule, as to entertain ftrangers at meals ; they 


are as commonly placed at table here, as knives, — 


forks, and {poons are in England: and a man that 
cannot dextroufly handle thefe inftruments, makes 
but an odd figure at their tables. The richer fort 
of people, efpecially the Mandarins, have them 
tipp’d with filver. In China alfo thefe things are 
conftantly ufed : they are called by the Englifh fea- 
men chopfticks. When the eunuch mandarins die, 
all their riches fall to the king, who as heir pre- 
fently feizeth on their eftates, and by it gets vaft 
riches'; for there is but little money in the king- 
dom, but what falls into the chutches of thefe birds 
of prey. This probably may be one reafon why 
the king is for preferring none but them, for they 
are excellent {ponges for him; and whatever fome 


have faid of their love to juftice, I could never 
Jearn that they deferved that charaéter: but thro? 


their oppreflion and injurious dealing, trading is 
difcouraged, and the country is kept poor, which 


otherwife might be a flourifhing kingdom. After > _ 


all, as. very eunuchs as thefe mandarins are, ‘yet 
they are as great admirers: of the female fex as any 
men, and not fatisfied without them, but they all 
keep feveral handfome young wenches plies de 

| pend 


Ss ae a 


, 
—_ * 
ee 
SS ee — 


aS: 


zi — 


Cop. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 253 


{pend their time with. They alfo love to be court- 
ed by ftrangers to favour them with a mifs of their 
procuring. Nothing will engage them more than 
to petition them on this account; and the perfon 
thus folicited will not fail to procure a young dam- 
fel for his friend, be it but for a night or two, or 
four or five months. Eyer afterwards he will take 
more than ordinary care of the perfons he has thus 
brought together, and their affairs; and this bafe 
fort of office is here accounted very decent and ho- 
nourable. Yet the common baudy-houfes, tho’ 
extremely rife here, are by all of them accounted 
hateful and {candalous, | 


CHAP... XXX. 


Some veffels fent from Cachao to Tenan to fetch rice, 
| The author's journey by land to Cachao. 


“Have already {poken of my firft going up the 
river to Cachao, and my returning back again 
to our fhips after a few days. There I lay on board 
for a great while, and fickly for the moft part, yet 
not fo, but that I took a boat and went afhore.one 
where or other almoft every day ; and by this means 
J took as particular notice as I could of the coun- 
try, and have fupplied my own obfervations with 
thofe of our merchants refiding there, and other 
_ perfons of judgment and integrity. | 
_ During this interval, rice being dear at Cachao, 
as it had been for fome time, both our merchants 
and natives were for making up a fleet of fmall vef- 
fels, to fetch rice from the neighbouring provinces, 
both for their own ufe and to fupply the markets ; 
and they never go in fingle vefiels, for fear of pi- 
rates, who infeft the coafts with their canoes, and 
fhelter themfelves among, feveral little iflands lying 
3 R 3 at 
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Se ae 


at the edge of the Fatt Province, and bordering 
upon the province a ‘Tenas,; whither thefe’ ‘ner a 
chants were! botridyie 4.48 Bae Si 
Captain Weldon was one wt faabernae himfelf : 

in this expedition, hiring a‘ veffel and feamien of the : 4 
Tonquinefe, and: tending fome of his ‘own mén 
with them as a guard, among whom I would very i! 
fain have gone, had I not beet indifpofed. Mr. 
Ludford,: ho He 00" d-fome time at Cachao be- 
fore our arrival, was another undertaker, and went i 
himfelf on board’the ‘bark -he had hired ; but cap- 9 
tain Weldon ftaid behind ‘at the city, yet took’care 
to get a commiffion from the governor of ‘the Eaft 
eyo: for his veffel. In the commiffior’ ’twas 
expreit, that his boat fhould be armed with guns, 
or other weapons, and that his men fhould “refit a 
any that came to oppofe them, or any veflels in 
their company, and: that they:might kill and de- 
ftroy any robbers that they met with. The paffage 
to Tenan lay moft within land, thro’ creeks and 
natrow channels,’ among the “iflands’ before-men- 
tioned, which are fo many,’ and lie On the eaft fide 
of ‘the bay fo thick together, and ‘neat the fhore, 
that at'a fmall diftance off at fea they appear to’ ‘be y 
part of the main: “This little’ Archipelago lies with- q 
inthe precinéts of the governor of the Eaft pros 
vince, from whom ‘captain Weldon had ‘hig cOm= 
miffion, and who was a very great'man in thé court 

of ‘Fonguin: “When the fleet ‘came to this place, 

fome who lay here came forth ; and: they concluded a 

they’ muft be the pirates, come to feize their’) prey | 

as at other times.” Thefe always ‘choofé rather t6 
take the’ outward bound: veffels; becaufe then they aq 

have all of them‘cafh or money of’ ‘board to pur- 

chafe their ladings,. ‘but in their returns they would — 

have only rice, « ‘which thefe people'don’t fo much | 

eae “At this time eat gaan ‘Weldon’s S$ ee toe 
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lot, the chief man whom he fent in his bark, was. 
on board Mr. Ludford’s ; and when the fippoted 
pirates came up, “Mr. Ludtord and he made. the 
{eamen row the bark to meet them, and in a fhort 
time came fol near, that they fired at them. — Thefe 
men:not expecting to have met fuch’a reception (tor 
the Tonquinefe have no: guns, but. in the king's 
gallies) thought to fave themfelves by fight, but 
were {o eagerly purfued by Mr. Ludford, that at 
laft they yielded to bis mercy, after they had loft. 
one'man inthe fight. He-joytul of.this fuccefs fe- 
cured the prifoners, arid made the beft of his courfe 
to the next town on the coaft in his way.; there.de- 
livering up his prifoners to the magiftrates, and 
giving a full relation of the action. . He expected. 
a reward for his pains, or at leaft to be highly:ap< 
plauded for it, but found himielf miftaken... For 
the prifoners obftinately denying what was allede’d 
deainft. them by. Mr. Ludford, faying they were 
poor fifhermen, they were immediately acquitted as 
very Honeft perfons, and Mr. Ludiord was accufed 
for committing a riot on men who were.about their 
lawful occafions. -Mr. L.udford ‘brought, many-of 
the natives, that were in his company, to justify 
what he had done, but to no purpofe, for he was 
fined 100000 cath, as our merchants call it, for: the 
man that was killed. Cath are a dmall kind: of 
copper money ;, and “tis the only coin they have of 
their own, if it be their own, and not rather brought 
them from China. They rife and fall in vaiue ac- 
cording to the want:or plenty of them, .or as the 
women exchangers can manage them; but at this 
time they were at the rate of a dollar a thoufand, 
fo that his fine was 100 dollars. . When Mr. Lud- 
ford faw how hard it was like to go with him, he 
thought to clear himielf, or leflen: his fine, by 


_ bringing captain Weldon into’ the dnare, faying he — 


R 4 had 
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had no guns in his bark, but made ufe of captain 


Weldon’s, and that captain Weldon’s pilot was on. 


board his veffel, and affifted in the action. But 


neither did this help him, for upon trying the mat- 


ter at Cachao, whither it was carried by appeal, 


captain Weldon’s commiffion faved him ; fo that — 
Mr. Ludford was forced to pay the money, which 


was more than he got by the voyage. This might 
be a warning to him, how he meddled with Ton- 


_ quin pirates again; for it was not enough for him. 


' to plead that they came with an intent to. rob him. 
Indeed, if he had been robb’d, he might have been 
_ pitied by the magiftrates on complaint of his mif- 


fortune; but yet it is very probable, that if he 


fhould have taken them in the very fact, poffefs’d 
of his goods, thefe vermin would have had one 
hole or another to creep out at ; fo corrupt are the 
great men of this kingdom. Indeed it is not im- 
probable, thar thefe tellows were fifhermen, and 
going about their bufinefs, for there is good fifhing 


in all the bay of Tonquin clear round it, and there 


are many boats that go out a fifhing and the fither- 
men are generally very honeft and. harmlefs men ; 
except now and ther, they attempt to make a prize 
of fome. poor veffel they meet, and can overcome 
by their numbers without fighting ; for fuch a oné 
they board, and ftrip all the men naked even to the 
fkin. Among thefe. iflands alfo, by report, there 
are plenty of pearl oyfters, that have good pearls 
in them, but the feamen are difcouraged from fith- 
ing for them by the king, for he feizes on all he 


obfervable in this voyage to Tenan. nen 
_ Thefe veffels were five or fix weeks in their voy- 
“age to and from Tenan ; and at their return cap- 
tain Weldon’s bark went not up to Cachao with 
the rice, but unloaded it into our thip to fupply us. 


finds ; but this by the way, nor was any thing elfe 


Soon. 
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_ Soon after this I went a fecond time up to Cachao, 
“not in a boat as before, but on foot along the coun- 
try, being defirous to fee as much of it as [ could: 
and I hired a Tonquinefe for about a dollar to be 
my guide. This, though but a {mall matter, was 
a great deal out of my pocket, who had not above 
two dollars in all, which I had gotten on board, 
_by teaching fome of our young feamen plain fail 
in 
“This was all I had to bear my own charges and 

my guide’ s; and *twas the worfe with me, becaufe 
1 was forced to make fhort journeys every day, by 
reafon of my weaknefs : it was about the latter end 
of November, 1688, when we fet out. We kept 
on the eaft fide of the river, where we found the 
roads pretty dry, yet in fome places dirty enough. 
We ferry’d over feveral creeks and brooks running 
into the great river, where are ferry-boats always 
plying, which have a few cafh for their fare. The 
fever aiid ague which I brought with me from Achin 
was gone; yet the fruits Te eat here, efpecially the 
{mall oranges, brought me into a flux. However, 
though I was but weak, yet I was not difcouraged 
from this j journey, being weary of lying till, and 
impatient of feeing fomewhat that might further 
gratify my curiofity. 
~ We found no houfes of entertainment on the 
road, yet at every village we came to we got houfe- 
room, and a barbacue of {plic bamboes to fleep on. 
The people were very civil, lending us an earthen 
pot to drefg rice, or any thing elfe. Ufually after 
| jupper, if the day was not hie’ in, I took a ramble 
about the village, to fee what was worth taking 
notice of, efpecially the pagoda of the place. Thete 
had the image of either an horfe, an elephant, or 
both, ttanding with the head looking out of the 
doors : : the pagodas themfelves. were but {mall and 


f | low.. 
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low. J ftill made. it ‘darknight..before I. returned 


to my, lodging, .and then I: laid me downto fleep. — 


My guide carried my fea-gown, which was my co-. 


vering in the night, and my , pillow was a log of, — 
wood ;, but I flept very «well, chough-the weaknefs 


of my body now required better.accommodation. 
The third day. after my fetting out, about three 


o'clock. in the afternoon, I faw before me-a {mall " 


tower, fuch as I mentioned before, as erected for a. 
time in honour.of fome,great perfon deceafed. “But 
I knew not then ,the meaning.of it, fof I had not 
feen the like before in the country. As I came 
nearer to it, I ,faw a multitude of people moft of 
them men and boys; and coming nearer full, I 
faw a great deal.of. meat on the ftalls, that were 
placed at.a fmall diftance from the tower. ‘This 
made me conclude that it was fome great 
market, and the flefh I faw was for fale; therefore 
I went in among the crowd, as well to fee the 
tower as buy fome of the meat for my fupper, it 
being now between four and five.o’clock in the af- 
ternoon. My guide could not {peak Englifh, nei- 
ther could I fpeak the Tonquinefe language: 1o I 
afked him no queftions about it; and he too went 
readily in with me; it may be not knowing my in- 
tent was to buy. Firft I went round the tower and 
viewed it: It was four-{quare, each fide about eight 
feet broad at the ground, the heighth of it was a- 
bout 26 feet, but at the top fomewhat narrower 
than at the bottom. I faw no door to enter into 


it: it feemed to be very flightly built, at leaft co- 


vered with thin boards, which were all joined clofe 
together, and painted of a dark reddifh colour. «I 
then went on to the ftalls, which had fheds built 
over them; aad there I viewed the fruits and flefh, 
each of which was ranged in order apart. I paft 
by abundance of oranges packed up in baat 

j . . wien 
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which I think were the faireft I ever faw, and for 
quantity more than T had feen cathered all the nme 
Twas at’ Tonquin. 1 paft by thefe, and feeing no 
other’ fruit, T came to the fleth ftalls, wheré was 
nothing but pork,’ and this alfo was cut into quar- 
tergand fides of pork; I thought theré might be 
fifty or fixty hogs cut up thus, and all feemed to 
‘be'very good meat.” Nhen I faw that there was 
pone of it in fmall pieces, fit for my ule, I, as was 
‘cuftomary in the markets, took hold ‘of a quarter, 


i ES. 4 


ind made figns to the mafter of it, as T thought, to 


“9 


ef 
SPL UN ES Gi O  PPOUS RE VE eit ree 
cut me a piece of two or three pounds. I was ig- 


} 


‘florant of any ceremony they were about, but the | 


fuperititious people foon made me fenfible of my 
Ayr ik, Cy oBtett Gated ARS 1 Ala a ae me fe te 

érror; for they affaulted me on all fides, buffeting 
‘me and renting my cloths, and one of them fnatch- 
ed away my hat. My guide did all he could to 


yet fome furly’ fellows followed us, and {eetned by 
their counténance and geftures to threaten me; but 
ty guide at laft pacified them and fetched my hat, 
and we matched away as falt as we could. I could 
hot be informed of my guide what this meant; but 
fome time after when I° was returned to our fhip, 
the euide’s brother,’ who fpoke Englith, told me, 
it was'a funeral feaft, and that the tower was the 
tomb which was to be burned; and fome Englith- 
rien who lived there told me the fame. This was 
‘the only’ funeral feaft that ever I was at among 
them, and they gave me caufe to remember it’s 
but this was the worft ufage I received from any of 
them all the time that I was in the country. When 


T was out of this trouble, my guide and I marched 


forwards. I was both weary and hunery, and f 
think my appetite was raifed by fecing fo much 
food ; for indeed at ‘firtt fight of it I concluded to 
have hada good fupper ; but now I was likely to fup 
S330 s ito Val Dob. Hiss rye tanir ey only 


‘appeafe them, and dragged me out of the croud; 


Se ee 


260 The Voyaces and ADVENTURES ee 


only on rice, or a yam ‘roafted, and two eggs, as 
Tufed to do, For though there were fowls to be 
bought at every houte where I lay, yet my pocker 
would not reach them; and other flefh, there was 


none to be had, unlefs my way had lain through 


the towns when it was market day with them. 
Two days after this, | got with much ado to 
Hean, for my flux increafed, and my ftrength de- 
creafed, I prefently made towards the F rench bi- 
fhops, as the likelieft place for me both to reft at, 
and get larger. informations of the country,. from 


the European miffionaries, whofe featit is. The bi- 


Shops palace is a pretty neat low houfe, ftanding at 


the north end of the town, by the fide of ‘the 
river. °Tis encompafied with a pretty high wall, 
and has a large gate toenter at. The gate ftands 


fronting to the {treet, and runs up with houfes on 
both fides, and ends at the palace, Within the 


wall there. is a fmall yard, that goes round the 


palace, and at the. farther end of the yard there are 
{mall lodging-rooms for the fervants, and other 
neceflary offices.. The houte itfelf is not very large 
nor high ; it ftands not in the middle of the yard, 
but rather neareft the gate, which is open all day, 


but fhut in the night. ‘That part that fronts ‘the | 


gate, has a pretty. neat room, which feems to be 
defiened for the reception of ftrangers ; for it has 
no communication with any other room in the houle, 
though joined to it as one building; the door by 

which you enter it fronts” to. the: gate, and. this 


door alfo ftands open all the day. 


When I came. hicher I entered ns gate, ae ee. ; 


ing no body in the yard, I went into that room. 
At the door thereof, I tound a {mall line hanging 


down, which I. pulled, and a bell ringing within, | 


gave notice of my being. there ; yet no body ap- 


pearing prefently, 1 went in and fat down. ‘There 
was 
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was a table in the middle of the room, and hand-. 
fome chairs, and feveral European pictures hung 
upon the walls. 

It was not long before one of the priefts came 
into the room to me, a and received me very civilly. 


With him I had a great deal of difcourfe ; he was 


a Frenchman by nation, but fpoke Spanith and 
Portuguefe very well. It was chiefly in Spanifh 
that we entertained each other, which I underftood 
much better than I could fpeak ; yet I afked him 
queftions, and made a fhift to anfwer him to fuch 
queftions as he afked me, and when I was at a lofs 


‘in my Spanifh, I had recourfe to Latin, having {till 


fome f{matterings of what I learned of it at ichool 
in my youth. He was very free to talk with me, | 
and firft .afked me my bufinefs thither ? I told him 

that my bufinefs was to Cachao, where I had been 

once before; that then I went by water, but now ~ 

I was moved by my curiofity to travel by land, and 
that I could not pafs by any Europeans without a 
vifit, efpecially fuch a famous place as this. He 
afked me many other queftions, and particularly — 
if I was a Roman catholic? I told him no, but > 
falling then into difcourfe about religion, he told 
me what progrefs the gofpel was like to make in 
theie eaftern nations. Firft he began with the Ni- 
cobar iflands, and told me what I have related of 
that matter, in the 24th chapter, page 147, for 
this was the perfon | there quoted, and trom whom 
T had that relation, as he told me he had it from 
the friar, who wrote to him irom Fort St. George. 
But that friar having been a paflenger in captain 
Weldon’s fhip, from one of the Nicobar iflands to 
Fort St. George, I afked the captain’s opinion of 
that relation, fince my writing that book, and he 


“gave me a quite contrary account of the people of 


Nicobar; that they were a very perverfe, falfe, 
thievifh, 


gin SRP MoneaMe eet e eRe as Ur has 
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thievith | people, and ite not deferve the good cha- 
raéter the friar gave ‘them. 


But to proceed with the tear ] had with the , 


French prieft at Hean, He: told me, that in Siam. 
the gofpel was in a fair way to receive encourages, 
ment by means of ‘a French bifhop. there, and feve-,. 
vray ecclefialtics he. had’ ‘with him to agit him, vhs that, 
the’ preat. “minil (ter of. ftare,. Conftant Falco had- 
embraced thé Romifh® faith, and the king was very. 
much inclined to its the courtiers allo feemed welll, 
enough leafed with i its infomuch that i it was ‘hop’d.. 
in a fore’ time ‘the whole ‘nation would. be convert=. 


ed; that tho? the’ country, people in general were, 
againtt ir, yet. by the examp! le of the king. vand his, 
court, the reft might. come over. by degrees ; ; clpe- 
cially becaufe the priefts had free’ toleration. to,ule., 


their EEN Ot As for. ‘Tonquin, he told. me ‘that , 
thé} people in geneial were inclined, to. embrace the - 
Chriftian faith, but that the. government was. ie 


foind ways to draw ad be weal from their i ignorance; . 
that at prefent they had about fourteen thoufand 
converts, and more coming in daily. He told me. 


that here \ were two bifhops, anaes ‘both French-_ : 
men, one of them was entitled the bithop « of Afca-, 


Jon, the other of Auran, and that. here. were. ten 
priefts of Europe, and three more of the natives of . 
Tonquin, who had been ordained popifh priefts, 
But fince, I have been informed. that thefe French 
bifhops were not fuffered to live at Cachao, neither’. 


may they at any time go thither without. licence - 


from the governor 5 and fuch licence alfo mult be 


procured: wy the favour of fome mandarin ‘who | 
lives 


‘ 
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lives at Cachao, for whom the bifhop or other mif- 
fienary is to perform: fome trivial work or. other. 
For the miflionaries living here’are purpofely fkill’d | 
in, mending clocks, watches,:or fome ‘mathemati-'— 
cal-inftruments, of which the country people are 
ignorant, and this gives: them ‘the opportunity of’ 
being. often fent for~to:Cachao. by the mandarins, ” 
and when they: are:there,: a {mall job that would tiot: 
require above five.or fix hours ‘to perform, they will’: 
be twice as many days about, pretending creat dif- 
ficulty.in the: work, by which means they*take the ' 
liberty privately to:.teach ‘their difciples that‘ live’ 
there ; ahd then alfo they enjoy themfelves withthe ‘ 
Englifh, and Dutch merchants, to whom ‘they are” 
always welcome. | , 

- As to the -converts thefe people have madde,I 
have been.credibly informed. that. they are chiefly 
of the very: poor people, and that in the ‘fcarce ” 
times, their-alms of rice have converted more than ° 
their preaching 5 and as to thofe alfo who have been ' 
converted, as they call.it, that is, to beads and new 
images, and belief in the pope, they have fallen of 
again, as rice. grew plentiful, and would no longer 
be chriftians than while the priefts adminiftered food 
to them.. Yet I cannot:think but that thefe people, - 
who have fuch notions of a fupreme deity, might.‘ 
by the induftry and example ‘of good men, be 
brought. to embrace the Chriftian taith. But‘'as 
things ftand at prefent, ic feems. very improbable 

that chriftianity fhould fructify there; for as -the 
Englifh and Dutch in thefe parts'of the world are.” 
too: loofe' livers to gain reputation to their religion, 
fo are the other Europeans, I mean the miMfionary 


» prietts, efpecially the Portuguefe, but very blind © -- 


teachers. But indeed as the Romanitts are the only < ' 
men who compafs fea and land to gain profelites, fo 
they may-ieem to have.one advantage over prote- 

ane {tant 
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{tant minifters in thefe idolatrous countries, that 
they prefent them with fuch kind of objeéts, for 
religious worfhip, as they have been ufed to already, | 
for the exchange is not great from pagan idols to ~ 


images of faints, which may ferve altogether as 
well for the poor fouls they convert, who are guid- 


ed only by fenfe. But then even here alfo, ‘thefe 


people having been bred up in the belief of the 
-goodnefs of their own gods or heroes, they will 


more hardly be brought over to change their own 


idols for new ones, wioee fome better arguments 
to prove thefe to be more valuable, than vas miflio- 
naries ordinarily are able to afford them; and if I 
may freely {peak my opinion, I am apt to think, 


the grofs idolatry of the papifts is rather a prejus 


dite, than advantage to their miffionss; and that 
their firft care fhould be to bring the people to be 
virtuous and confiderate, and their next, to give 
them a plain hiftory and fcheme of fundamental 


truths of ‘chriftianity, and fhew them how agree-_ 


able they are to natural light, and how worthy of 
God. 

But to return to the French prieft ; he at length 
afked me, if any of our Englifh fhips brought pow- 


der to fell; I told him I thought not. | “Then he | 
afked me if I knew the compofition of powder, I 


anfwer’d that I had receipts how to make either 
cannon or fine powder, and told him the manner of 
the compofition. Said he, I have the fame receipts 
from France, and have tried to make powder but 
could not, and therefore I think the fault is in our 


‘coals. Then he afked me many queftions about the’ 


coals, what were proper to be uled, but that I 
could not fatisfy him in. He defired me to try ta 


make a pound, and told me that he had all the in- 


eredients, and an engine to mix.them. | was eafily 


perluaded to try my r kill, which I had never yet 
| tried, 


' 
| 


\ 
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“tried, not knowing what I might be put to before 
ij got to Engiand, and having ‘drank a glafs or two 
of wine tir him, I went to Won and 1 fuccceded 
fo well; that I pleafed him extremely, and fatished 
my own defire of trying the receipt, and the reader 
fhall have the hiftory of the operation, if he pleafes. 
He brought me fulphur and falc-petre, and. I 
weighed a portion of each of thefe, and of coals I 
"gathered up in the hearth, and beat to powder. 
While his man mixed thefe in a little engine, J 
made a {mall fieve of parchment, which | pricked 
full of holes, with a {mall iron made hot, and this _ 
was to corn it. I had two large arek nuts to roul 
in han fieve, and work it through the holes to corn 

When it was dry we proved it, and it anfwered 
our ib expectation. The receipt I had out of captain 
Sturmey’s Magazine of Arts. 

The being fo fuccefsful in this put me afterwards 
on the renewing of powder at Bencouli, when I 
was there gunner of that fort. There being then 
about thirty barrels damnified, which was like mud, 
they took it out of the cafk, and put it into earthen 
jars, that held about eight barrels a piecee Thefe 
they call mortaban jars, “from a town of that name 
in Pegu, whence they are brought and carried all 
over. India. In thefe ’twas intended to fend the 

owder to Fort St. George, to be renewed there; 
aa defired the governor to let me firft try my fkill 
on it, becaufe we had but little powder in the fort, 
and might have wanted before any returns could be 
expected from thence. The falt- -petre was funk to 


the bottom of the jars, but I mixed it, and beat it 


altogether, and Sorcd it with fieves which ] made 
of my own old parchment draughts. I made thus 
eight barrels full of very good powder before I went 


from thence. The French prieft told me in con- 


clufion, that the Grandees made all their own pow- 
No. ao: i i) a der," 
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der, and fince I have been informed, that the fol- — 
diers make powder, asl have already faid. 
I {pent the remainder of the day in the palace 
with the pricit. He told me that the bifhop was 
not well, otherwife I fhould have feen him; and 
that becaufe it was a fh day, I could not expect — 
fuch entertainment, as 1 might have had on ano- — 
ther day ; yet he ordered a fowl to be broiled for 
my dinner, and I dined by myfelf. In the evening 
he {ent me out of the palace, defiring to be excufed, 
that he could not entertain me all night ; yet order- 
ed his man to lodge me in a Tonquinefe chriftian 
houfe not far from thence. The people were civil; 
but very poor, and my lodging fuch as Thad met 
with on the road. I have fince been told, that the — 
new chriftians come to do their devotion in the ~ 
palace at night, and tor that reafon probably, lL was 
fo foon difmiffed. | Sei es : 
| was now again pretty well refrefhed, and might q 
have gone to Cachao city on foot; but fearing my — 
flrength, I chofe to go by water. Therefore I fent 
back my guide; yet betore he departed back to _ 
‘our fhips, he bargained with a Tonquinele water- — 
man tor my paflage to Cachao. 
- The tide not ferving prefently to embark, Ewalk- 
ed about the town, and {pent the day in viewing it; 
in the evening embarked, and they chuie an even-_ 
ing for coolnefs, rowing all night. ‘The boat was ~ 
~ about the bignefs of a Gravefend wherry, and was 4 
uled purpolely. to carry paflengers, having a {mall 
covering over-head to keep. them dry when it rain- . 
ed. ‘Lhere were four or five more of thefe boats, — 
thar went up this tide full of paffengers. In ‘our boat | 


” ; 4 


were about twenty men and women, befides four 
or fix that rowed us. The women chofe their 
places, and fat by. themfelves, and had much re-_ 
‘fpect thewed them; but the men de Nbeiala se | 

Pa ‘les 0) “ther, MS 
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ther, without fhewing any refpect to one more than 


another, yet all very civil. I thruft in among the 
thickeft of them at firft, but my flux would not 


fuffer me to reft long in a place. About midnight © 


we were fet afhore to refrefh ourfelves ata baiting 
place, where there were a few houfes clofe by. the 
rivers fide, and the people up, with candles light- 
ed, arack and tea, and little {pits of meat, ond O- 


| ther provifions ready dreffed, to receive us. For - 


thefe were all houfes of entertainment, and_pro- 
bably got their living by entertaining paffengers. 
We ftayed here about an hour, and then entered a- 
gain on our boat, and rowed forwards. The paf- 
fengers {pent the time in merry difcourfe, or fing- 
ing, after their way, though to us it feems like 
crying, but I was mute for want of a perfon I could 
converfe with. About eight or nine o’clock the 
next day I was fet afhore ; “the reft of the paffengers 
remained in the boat, but whither they were bound 
I know not, nor whether the boat went quite up 
to Cachao. I was now five or fix miles fhort of the 
city, but in a good path; for the land here was 
pretty high, evel and fandy, and the road plain 
_and drv, ‘and I reached Cachao by noon. +I pre- 
fently went to one Mr. Bowyer’s houfe, who was a 
free merchant with whom captain Weldon lodged, 
and ftaid with them a few days; but fo weak ath 

my flux, which daily increafed, that I was fcarce 
able to go about; and fo was forced to learn by 
others, in a great meafure, feveral particulars rela- 
ting to this place. This my weaknefs, joined with 
my ’ difappointment, for I found. that I was not 
like to be employed 1 in any voyage to the neigh- 
bouring countries, as it had been propoted, made 
me very defirous of returning back again, as foon 
as: shpat be 5 PO it happened opportunely, that 
1 9 2 3 bs captain 
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captain Weldon had by this time done his bufinefs, ‘4 
and was preparing for his departure. _ i 
I went therefore down the river again to our fhips, 
in a veflel our merchants had hired, to carry their 
eoods on board from Cachao. Among other freight 
there were two bells of about five hundred weight 
each, which had been cait at Cachao by the Ton- _ 
quinefe, for my Lord Falcon, the king of Siam’s 
chief minifter of ftate, and for the ufe of fome of 
the chriftian churches in Siam. The perfon who 
befpoke them and was to carry them was captain 
Brewfter, who had not very long before come from 
Siam in a fhip of that king’s, and had been caft a- 
way on the coaft of Tonquin, but had faved moft 
of his goods. With thefe ke traded at Cachao, and 
among, other goods he had purchafed: to return 
with to Siam, were thefe two bells, all which 
he fent down to be put on board captain Weldon’s 
fhip. But the bark was no fooner come to Hean, 
in going down the river, but the governor of Hean’s — 
officers came on. board the bark and feized the two 
bells in behalf of the chief of the Englith factory, — 
who underftanding they were defigned for the king ~_ 
of Siam, which they were not fo fure of as to the ~ 
reft of the goods, and the Englifh being then at + 


war with the Siamete, he made this his pretence for 


% 
feizing them, and got the governor to affift hin 
with his authority; and the bells were accordingly — 
carried afhore, and kept at Hean. This was thought ~ 
a very ftrange action of the chief of the factory, to — 


feize goods as belonging to the king of Siam, while 


they were in a river of Tonquin; but he was a per- 
fon but meanly qualified for the ftation he was in. — 
Indeed had he been a man of {pirit, he might have — 


4 . ‘ Fi : i ‘ * ‘ paths at 
been ferviceable in getting a trade with Japan, — 
whichiis a very rich one, and much covered: By: thea 
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eaftern people themfelvyes, as well.as Europeans. — 
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For while I was there, there were merchants came 
every year from Japan to Tonquin; and by fome 
of thefe our Englith factory might probably have 
fettled a correfpondence and traffick. But he who 
_ was little qualified for the ftation he was in, was 
lefs fit for any new undertaking , and though men 
ought not torun inconfiderately i into new difcoveries 
or undertakings, yet where there is a profpect of 
profit, -I think i it not amifs for merchants to try for 
a trade; for if our anceftors had been as dull as we 
have of late, ’tis probable we had never known the 
way fo much as to the Eaft Indies, but muft have - 
been beholden to our neighbours, for all the pro- 
duct of thofe Eaftern nations. What care was for- 
merly taken to get us a trade into the Eait Indies, 
and other countries? what pains particularly did 
fome take to find out the Mufcovites by doubling 
the North cape, and away thence by land trade into 
Perfia? but now, as if we were cloyed with trade, 
we fit ftill contented, faying with Cato, Non minor 
oft virius quam querere parta tuerz. ‘Vhis was the 
_faying of an eminent merchant of the Eaft India 
company to me, but by his leave, our neighbours 
have encroached on us, and that in cur times too. 
However ’tis certainly for the intereft of our mer- 
. chants, to employ fit men in their factories, fince 
the reputation of the company rifes or falls by the 
difcreet management or ill conduct of the agents, 
Nor is it enough for the chief of a tactory to be a 
good merchant, and an honeft man; for though 
thefe are neceffary qualifications, yet the governor 
or chief of a taétory ought to know more than 
barely how to buy, fell, and keep accounts ; efpe- 
cially where other European merchants refide a- 
mong them, or trade to the fame places ; for they-_ 
keep a diligent eye on the management of cur alf- 
fairs, and are always ready to take ail advantages, 
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of our mifimprovements; neither ought this care: 
to be neglected where we have the trade to ourfelves, 
for there ought to be a fair underftanding between. 
us and the natives, and care taken that they fhould — 
have no reafon to complain of unjuft dealings, asE 
could fhew where there has been; but ’tis an invi- 
dious fubjeét, and all that I aim at is to give a cau- 
tion. Butto the matter in hand; it feemed to me, % 
that our faétory at Tonquin might have got a trade 
with Japan, and to China as much as they pleafed. 
T confefs the continual wars between Tonquin and 
Cochinchina, were fufficient to obftruét the defigns. 
of making a voyage to this laft, and tholfe other 
places of Champa and Cambodia, as they are lets 
known, fo was it more unlikely ftill to make thi- 
ther any profitable voyages ; yet poffibly the diffi- 
culties here alfo are not {fo great, but refolution and 
induftry would overcome them, and the profit 
would abundantly compenfate the trouble. _ 
But to proceed, we found there was no recover- 
ing the bells, fo we fell down from Hean to our 
hips ; and captain Weldon coming to us in a few 
days, and captain Brewfter with him, to go as a 
pafienger in his fhip, with one or two more; and 
the two fhips who came with us being allo ready 
for their departure, we all weighed anchor and took 
leave of Tonquin. Wee sre Ray 


CHAP. XXXL 


| Ihey fet fail out of the Bay of Tonquin: Some. ie 
particulars of Cambodia and Bencoult, and arrival” 
at Malacca and Achin. 2 NG A 


WT was the beginning of February 1688-9 when — 
we left this country. We went over the bar 39 
three fhips in company, the Rainbow captain Pool -@ 


‘ Capt, WILLIAM DAMPIER. 271 


commander bound for London, and captain Lacy 
in the Saphire bound for Fort St. George, and J 
was in captain Weldon’s fhip the Curtane, bound 
“thither alfo. We kept company fome time after 
our departure from Tonquin, and having an eatt- 
erly wind we kept more to the middle of the bay 
of Tonquin, or towards the eaftern fide, than when 
we entered; by which means we had the opportu- 
nity of founding as well in the middle of the bay 
now, as we had on the welt fide of it, at our com- 
ing into the bay. wet | 
Coming out of the bay of Tonquin, we ftood 
away fouthward, having the fhoals of Pracel on 
our larboard, and the coaits of Cochinchina, Cham- 
pa and Cambodia on our ftarboard, I have juft 
mentioned’ thefe kingdoms in my former volume 3 
and here I have but little to fay of them, having 
only failed by them. But not altogether to fail the 
readers expectation, I fhall give a brief account of 
one or two particulars relating to Cambodia, for as 
to Champa, I have nothing material to fpeak ; and 
Cochinchina, J have already fpoken of in this vo- 
lume, as we went to Tonquin. | 
- The kingdom of Cambodia feems to be much 
fach a kind of country within land, as the lower 
parts of Tonquin ; low land, very woody, and lit- 
tle inhabited, lying on each fide a great river, that 


comes from the north a great way, and falls into 


the fea over againft Pulo Condore. I know not the 
particular product of Cambodia, but in the vefiels 
mentioned in my former volume, as taken at Pulo 
~Uby, and which came thither from Cambodia, there 
were befides rice, dragons blood, lack, in great jars, 
but it look’d blackifh and thick ; and the yellow 
purging gum, which we from thence call Cambo- 
dia, in great cakes, but 1 know not whence they 
get it. This river and kingdom, if it be one, 1s 
ce t S 4 oe but 
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but little known to our nation ; yet fome Enelifhe 
men have been there, particularly captain Williams « 
and captain Howel, the laft of whom I came ac- 
quainted with fometime after this at Fort St.George, am 
and had of him the following account, the parti- 
culars of which were alfo confirmed by the feamen 
who were with him. an 

_ Thefe two captains, with many more Englith- 
men, had been for fome time in the fervice of the 
king of Siam, and each of them commanded a 
{tout frigate of his, manned chiefly with Enelith, 
and fome Portuguefe born at Siam. Thefe the. 
king of Siam fent againft fome pirates, who made 
Ipoil of his fubjects trading in thefe feas, and nefted 
themfelves in an ifland up the river Cambodia. Cap: 
tain Howel told me, that they found this river very: @ 
large, efpecially at its mouth; that it is deep and 
navigable for very great veffels, fixty or feventy 
leagues up, and that its depth and widenefs extend- 
ed much further up, for ought he knew; butfo 
far they went up, at this time, with their thips. 
‘The courfe of the river is generally from north to 
fouth; and they found the land low on each fide, 
with many large creeks and branches, and in fome 
places confiderable iflands. They bended their 
courfe up that branch which feemed moft confide- 
rable, having the tide of flood with them, and the 
river commonly fo wide, as to give thern room to a 
turn, or make angles, where the bending of the 
river was fuch, as to receive a contrary eaft or fouth 
eaft fea wind. Thefe reaches or bendings of the 


¢ : , : oo 
‘iver eaft and weft, were very rare, at leaft fo as to , 
make their courfe be againft the fea wind, which te 


commonly blew in their ftern, and fo frefh, thar 
with it they could item the tide of ebb. But in 
the night when the land winds came, they anchored ; 
and lay ftill till about ten or eleven o’clock the next 


day, 
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day, at which time the fea breeze ufually {prung. 
up again, and enabled them to continue their courfe, 
till they came to the ifland where the pirates inha- 
 bited. They prefently began to fire at them, and 
landing their men, routed them, and burned their 
houfes and fortifications, and taking many prifo- 
ners returned back. ; | 
Thefe piratical people were by nation Chinefe, 
who when the Tartars conquered their country, fled 
from thence in their own {hips ; as choofing rather 
to live any where free, than to fubmit to the Tar- 
tars. Thefe it feems in their flight bent their courfe 
towards this country, and finding the river of Cam- 
bodia open before them, they made bold to enter, 
and fettle on the ifland before mentioned. There 
they built a town, and fenced it round about with 
a kind of wood-pile, or wall of great timber trees, 
laid along, of the thicknefs of three or four of thefe 
trees, and about as many in -height. They were 
provided with all forts of planters inftruments, and 
the land hereabouts was excellent good, as our Eng- 
lifhmen told me, fo that it is likely they might have 
lived here happily enovgh, had their inclinations 
Jed them to a quiet life; but they brought arms 
with them, and chole to ufe them rather than their 
inftruments of hufbandry ; and they lived therefore 
moftly by rapine, robbing their neighbours, who 
were more uled to traffic than fighting. But the 
king of Siam’s fubjects having been harrafled by 
them at fea, he firft fent fome forces by land, to 
drive them out of their fort; but not fucceeding 
that way, he entirely routed them by fendigg thefe 
two fhips up the river. The two captains having 
_ thus effected their bufinefs, returned out of the ri- 
yer with many prifoners; but the S. W. monfoon 
being already fet in, they could not prefently return 
to Siam, and therefore went to Macao in China, as 
| | | well 
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well iD wait for the north eaft monfoon, as to in- 
eraciate themfelves with the Tartar’, whom they 


expected wouid be pleafed with the couquelt, which — 


they had made over thefe Chinefe pirates. They 
were well entertained there by the Tartarian gover- 
nor, and gave him their prifoners; and when the 
monfoon fhifted, they returned to Siam. ‘There 
they were received with great applaufe: nor was 
this the fir fuecefsful expedition the Englith have 
made in the king of Siam’s fervice. They once 
faved the country, by fuppreffing an iniurrection 


made by the Buggaffes : they are a fort of warlike — 


trading Malayans, and mercenary foldiers of India; 
j know not whence they come, unlefs from Macaf- 
fer in the ifland Celebes. Many of them had been 
entertained at Siam in the: king’s fervice; but at 
laft being difgufted at fome ill ulage, they flood up 
in their own defence. Some hundreds of them got 
together, all well armed ; and thefe itruck a dread 
into the hearts of the Siamefe, none of whom were 
able to ftand before them, till Conftant Falcon the 


chief minifter, commanded the Englifh that were 


then in the king’s fervice to march againft them, 


which they did with fuccefs, tho’ with fome confi- 


-derable lofs. For thefe fervices the king gave every 


year, to each of them, a great filk coat, on which 
were juft thirteen buttons. © Thofe of the chief com- 
manders were of mafly gold, and thofe of the infe- 
rior officers were of fiver plate. This expedition 
acainft the Chinefe pirates was about the year 168 7» 
the other broil with the bug gafles was, as I take it 
fome me before. 


i But to proceed with our voyage ; ; we fill kept : y 
our way fouthward, and in company togethér, till 


we came about Pulo Condore; but then captain 
Pool parted from us, and ftood more direétly fouth, 


for the ftreights of Sundy, and we fteered more to a 
the. 


Re ee ok an oe ee ne 


Cop. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 275 


the weftward, to go thro’ the ftreights of Malacca 
thro’ which we cante before. Captain Brewiter and 
another of our paflengers began now to be in fear 
that the king of Siam would fend fhips to lie at the 
mouth of the ftreights of Malacca, and intercept 
us, becaufe there was a war broke out between the 
Englith Eaft India company and that prince. This 
feemed the more likely, becaufe the French at this 
time were employed in that king’s fervice, by means 
of a French bifhop and other ecclefiafticks, who 
_were ftriving to convert the king and people to 
chriftianity, thro’ the intereft they had with Con- 
fant Falcon. Particularly they were afraid, that 
the king of Siam would fend the two fhips before 
mentioned, which captain Williams and captain 
Howel had commanded a little before, to lie at the 
weft end of the ftreights mouth; but probably 
-mann’d with French men and French commanders, 
to take us. Now tho’ this made but little imprei- 
fion on the minds of our commanders and officers, 
yet it fo happened that we had fuch thick dark wea- 
ther, when we came near the firft entrance of the 
ftreights of Malacca, which was that we came by, 
and by which we meant to return, that we thought 
it not fafe to ftand in at night, and fo lay by tll 
morning. The next day we faw a jonk to the 
fouthward, and chafed her ; and having {poke with 


her we made fail, and ftood to the weftward to pals 
the ftreights ; and making the land, we found we 
were to the fouthward of the ftreights firft mouth, 
and were got to the fouthermoft entrance, near the 
Sumatra fhore ; but captain Lacy who chofe to go 
the old way, made fail again to the northward, and 
fo paffed nearer the Malacca fhore by the Sincapore, 
the way we went before. Fis was alfo the beft and 
peareft way ; but captain Weldon was willing to 
fatisty his curiofity, and try a new paflage, which 
| : | me 
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we found, tho’ we had but little depth of water 5 
aud this entrance we paft is called Brewer’s ftreights. 

Brewer's ftreights are fometimes paffed by {mall 
fhips, that fail from Batavia to Malacca, becaufe 
for them it isa nearer cut, than to run fo faras 
Pulo Timaon, or the ftreights of Sincapore. In 
this channel, tho’ in fome places we found but four- , _ 
teen or ‘filteen feet water, yet the bottom was foft — 
ooze, and it lies fo among iflands, that there can- 
not go a great fea. Captain Weldon had alfoa 
Dutchman on board who had been this way, and he 
profefiing to know the channel, encouraged our 
captain to try it, which we affected very well, tho? 
fometimes we had but little more water than we ” 
drew. This made us make but an eafy fail, and = 
therefore we were feven or eight days before we ar- 
rived at Malacca ; but captain Lacy was there twa 
or three days before us: | eae 

Flere we firft heard of the death of Conftant 
Falcon, for whom captain Brewfter feemed to be 
much concerned. There alfo we found, befides fe- 
veral Dutch floops, and our companion captain | 
Lacy, an Englith veficl of thirty five or forty tons. 
This vefiel was bought by one captain Johnfon, 
who was fent by the governor of Bencouli, in a 
imall floop, to trade about the ifland of Sumatra 
for pepper ; but captain Johnfon being killed, the 
floop was brought hither by Vir. Wells. © 

Being thus infenfibly tallen into the mention of 
this captain Johnion; and intending to defer what _ 
little E have to fay of Malacca, till my coming thi; 
ther again from Achin, I fhall beftow the reft of 
this chapter in {peaking of this man’s tragedy, and 
other occurrences relating to it, which though of ae. 
no great moment in themtelves, yet the circum-  —__ 
ftances I fhail have occafion to relate with them, 
may be of ule to the giving fome imall light lh 
the 
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the ftate of the oppofite coaft of Sumatra, which 
was the fcene of what 1 am going to {peak of ; for 
though I fhall have other occalion to {peak of Achin 
and Bencouli, yet I fhall not have opportunity to 
fay any thing of this part of that ifland oppofite 
to Malacca, unlefsI do it here. To go on there- 
fore with his ftory, it feems, captain Johnfon 
was part owner of the fmall Bencouli floop, but 
thinking it tco {mall for his turn, he came to Ma- 
lacca, intending to buy a larger floop of the Dutch, 
if he could light on a bargain. He had the belt 
part of a thoufand dollars in Spanifh money on 
board, for which one may purchafe a good floop 
here; for the Dutch, as ] have before obierved, do 
often buy proe-bottoms for a {mall matter, of the 
Malayans, efpecially of the people of Jihore, and 
convert them into floops, either for their own ufe, 
or to fell. Of thefe fort of veffels therefore the 
Dutchmen of Malacca have plenty, and can afford 
good pennyworths, and doublefs it was for this rea- 
fon that captain Johnfon came hither to purchale a 
good floop. Here he met with a bargain, not fuch 
a proe-bottom reformed, but an old ill fhaped 
thing, yet fuch a°one as pleafed him. The Dutch- 
man who fold him this veffel, told him withal that 
the government did not allow any fuch dealings 
with the Englifh, though they might wink at it; 
and that therefore the fafeft way for them both to 
keep out of trouble, would be to run over to the 
other fide of the ftreights, to a town called Benca- 
lis on Sumatra; where they might fafely buy and 
fell, or exchange without any notice taken of them. 
Captain Johnfon accepting the offer, they failed 
both together over to Bencalis, a Malayan town oa 
that coait, commanding the country about it. 
There they came to an anchor, and captain John- 
fon paying the price agreed on for the veffel, he had 
“ ies her 
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her delivered to him. The Dutchman immediate- 
ly returned over to Malacca again, leaving captain — : 
Johnfon with two veflels under his command, viz. 
the floop that he brought from Bencoull, and this 
new bought veflel. The Bencouli floop he fentin- | 
to a large river hard by, to trade with the Malayans 
for pepper, under the command of Mr. Wells. He — 
was no feamen, but a pretty intelligent perfon, 
that came firft out of England as a (Gidier to ferve 
the Eaft India company in the ifland Santa Helena. 
He lived fometime very meanly in that ifland ; but 
having an afpiring mind, he left that poor, bur 
healthy place, to ferve the company at Bencouli, 
which though it is accounted the moft unhealthy 
place of any that we trade to, yet the hopes of pre- 
ferment engaged him to remove thither. After 
fome ftay there, he was fent with captain Johnfon 
to affift him in this pepper expedition ; more be- 
caufe he could ule his pen, than his hands in fea 
fervice’ “ He had three or four raw feamen with 
him to work the floop up into the river, Captain 
Johnion ftaid near Bencalis to fit his new veffel ; 
for with other neceffaries fhe wanted a new Bele” 
fprit, which he intended to cut here, ’ having a car-_ 
penter with him for that purpofe; as alfo 6 repair 
and fit her to his mind. He had alfo a few other 
raw jeamen, but fuch as would have made better 
landmen, they having ferved the king of Siam as 
joldiers; and’ were But lately come from thence 
ne the French, who were forced to: leave that 
ountry. But here in the Indies, our Englith are 
fated for want of better, to make ufe of any fea- 
men fuch as they can get, and indeed our merchants _ 
are often put hard to it for want of feamen. Here 
are indeed L afcars or Indian Seamen ‘enough to be 
hired, and thefe they often make ule of ;. yer they" ig 


always covet an Englithman or two ina veffel to al- 
fitt 
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Gift them. Not but thefe Lafcars are fome of them 
‘indifferent good failors, and might do well enough, 
but an Englifhman will be accounted more faith- 
ful, to be employed on matters of moment, befides 
the more free converfation that may be expect from 
them, during the term of the voyage. So that 
though oft times their Englifhmen are but ordina- 
ry failors, yet they are promoted to fome charge of 
which they could not be fo capable any where but 
in the Eaft Indies. Thefe feamen would be ina 
manner wholly ufelefs in Europe, where we meet 
more frequent and hard ftorms, but here they ferve 
indifferent well, efpecially to go and come with the 
monfoons, but enough of that. | 
Mr. Wells being gone to purchafe pepper, cap~ 
tain Johnfon went afhore about five or fix leagues 
from Bancalis town with his carpenter, to cut 2 
a boltfprit, there being plenty of timber trees fit for 
his purpofe. He foon chofe one to his mind, and 
cut it down. He and his carpenter wrought on it 
the firft and fecond days without moleftation, The 
third day they were both fet upon by a band of arm- 
ed Malayans, who killed them both. In the even- 
ing the failors who were left on board, looked out 
for their commander to* come off; but night ap- 
proached without feeing or hearing from him, this 
put them in fome doubt of his jafety ; for they 
were fenfible enough, that the Malayans who inha- 
bited thereabouts were very treacherous ; as indeed 
~-allof them are, efpecially thofe who have but lit- 
tle commerce with ftrangers; and therefore all peo- 
ple ought to be very careful in dealing with them, 
fo as to give them no advantage, and then they 
may trace fafe enough. | | 
There were but four feamen on board capt. John- 
fon’s floop. Thefe being terrified by the abfence 
of their commander, and fuipecting the truth, were 
thi : nae 
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mufkets; each man took one in his hand, with a 


caduce box at his waift; and look’d out fharp for 


fear of an enemy. While they were thus on their 


guard, the Malayans in fix or eight canoes; came 
very filently to attack the floop. They were about — 


forty or fifty men, armed with lances and creflets. 
The darknefs of the night favoured their defigns, 
and they were even on board before the feamen per-” 
ceived them. Then thefe began to fire, and the 


enemy darted their lances on board, and boarding: 


the veffel, they entered her over the prow. The 


feamen refolutely defended her, and drove them o- 


ver board again. Of the four feamen, two were 


defperately wounded in the firit attack, The Ma- 


layans took frefh courage and entered again 5 and 


the two feamen who were not wounded betook 
themfelves to clofe quarters in the fteerage,; and 


there being loop-holes to fire out at, they repulfed 
the Malayans again, forcing them into their canoes, 


Their bellies being now pretty full, they returned 


on fhore without hopes of conquering the fleop. 


‘The poor feamen were ftill in fear, anid kept watch be 
all night, intending to fell their lives as dear asthey 


could, if they had been attacked again. For they 
might not, neither did they expect quarter, from 


thefe favaze Malayans; but they were no more af- — ” 


faulted. Thefe two that were wounded died in a 
fhort time. | : te 


chor, and run as near the town of Bancalis as they 


could, it may be within half a mile... There they 7. 
anchored again, and made figns for the people to 


come on board. It was not long before the Sha- 


bander 


now very apprehenfive of their own fafeties. They 
charged their guns, and kept themfelves on their _ 
guards, expecting to be aflaulted by the Malayans: 
They had two blunderbuffes, and three or four — 


The next day the two feamen got up their an- é 
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bander or chief magiftrate of the’ town came off ; 
to him they told all their misfortunes, and défired 
him to protect them, becaufe they were not of duf- 
ficient ftrength to hold out againft another attack. 
The Shabander feemed very forry tor what had 
happened, and told them that he could not help 
what was paft, for the people who did it were wild 
unruly men, not fubject to government, and that 
it was not in his power to fupprefs them 5 bur that 
as long as they lay there fome of his men fhould 
lie on board to fecure the fhip, and he, in the mean 
time; would fend a canoe to their confort Mr. Wells, 
to give him an account how things went. Accord- 
ingly he left ten or twelve of his own Malayans on 
board the bark; and fent a letter written by the fea- 
men to Mr. Wells, who was, as I have faid, deal- 
ing with the natives for pepper, in a river at fome 
diftance: fleets | 

It was two or three days before Mr. Wells came 
to them. He had not then received the letter, and 
therefore they fufpected the fhabander of falfhood, 


tho’ his men were yet very kind, and ferviceable to 


the two feamen. - Mr. Wells had heard nothing of | 
their difafters, but returned for want of trade; at 
leaft fuch a full trade as he expected. For tho’ here 
js pepper growing, yet not fo. much as might al- 
jure any one to feek after it; for the Dutch are fo 
near, that noné can come to trade among them 


but by their permiffion. . And tho’ the natives 


-themfelves.were ever fo willing to trade with any 


nation, as indeed they are, yet the Dutch could 


foon hinder it, even by-deftroying them, if in or- 


der to it they fhould fet themfelves to produce much 
pepper. Such fmall quantities as they do at pre- 


{ent raifé up, or procure from other parts of the 


_ ifland, is lick’d up by the Dutch, or by their friends 


_. ef Bancalis for them ; for the town of Bancalis be- 
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ing ‘the icipal of thefe parts, and fo near Malac- 
ca, as only parted by the narrow fea or feighisy 
*tis vifited by the Dutch in their fmall veffels, and — 
feems wholly to. depend on a trade with that nation, — 
not daring to trade with any befides: and I judge 
itis by the friendfhip of this town, that the Dutch 
drive a {mall trade in thefe parts, and by it alfo 
vend many of their own commodities ; and thefe 
alfo trading with their neighbours into the country, 
bring their commodities hither, where the Dutch — 
come for them. The people of Bancalis therefore, 
tho’ they are Malayans, as the reft of the country; , 
yet they are civil enough, engaged thereto by trades 
for the more trade, the more civility ; and on the 
contrary, the lefs trade the more barbarity and in- 
humanity. For trade has a ftrong influence upom 
all people, who have found the {weeets of it, bring- 
ing with it fo many of the conveniencies of life as 
i oes. And I believe that even the poorAmeri- 
éans, who have not yet tafted the fweetnefs of it;  - 
might be allured to it by an honeft and juftcom- 
merce ; even fuch of them as yet feem to covetno 
more than 2 bare {ubfiftence of meat and drink, 
and a clout to cover their nakednefs. That exten- 
five continent hath yet millions of inhabitants, both | 
en the Mexican and Peruvian parts, who are ftill 7 
ignorant of tradé, and they would. be fond of it, o 
did they once experience it ; tho’ at prefent mer | A 
live happy enough; by. enjoying fuch fruits of the — 
earth, as nature has beftowed on thofe places, where 
their lot is fallen; and it may be, they are happien § 
now, than hey. may hereafter be, when more ~ 
known to the avaritious world. For with trade 4 
_ they will be in danger of meeting with oppreffion ; > 
‘men not being content with a free traffick, and a 


juft and reafonable gain, efpecially in thofe remote: 
- countries, but. they muft have the. current run alto-  ~ 
gether . 
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gether in their own channel, tho’ to the depriving 
the por natives they deal wich, of their natural li- 
~ berty, as if all mankind were to be ruled by their 
laws. The iflands of Sumatra and Java can fuffi- 
ciently witnefs this, the Dutch, having in a man- 
net ingroft all the trade of thofe; and jeveral of the 
neighbouring countries to themielves ; not that they 
are able to fupply the natives with a quarter of 
what they want, but becaufe they would have all 
the produce of them at their own difpofal. Yet 
even in this they are fhort, and may be ftill more 
difappointed of the pepper trade, if other people 
would feek-ir. For the greateft part of the ifland 
of Sumatra propagates this plant, and the natives 
would ‘readily comply with any; who would come 
to trade with them; notwithitanding the great en- 
deavours the Dutch make againft it; for this ifland 
is fo large, populous, and piodudtive of pepper, 
that the Dutch are not able to draw all to them- 
felves. Indeed this place about Bancalis, is in 
a manner at their devotion ; and for ought I know, 
it was through a defign of being revenged on the 
Dutch that captain Johnfon loft his life. I find the 
Malayans in general, are implacable enemies to the 
Dutch, and all feems to rife from an earneft defire 
they have of a free trdde, which is reftrained by 
them, not only here, but in the fpice iflands, and 
in all other places, where they have any power. 
But it is freedom only muft be the means to encou- 
rage any of thefe remote people to trade; efpecial- 
ly fuch of them as are induftrious, and whofe in- 
clinations are bent this way, as moft of the Mala- 
vans are, and the major part of the people of the 
Eaft Indies, even from the cape of Good fiope 
eaftward to Japan, both continent and iflands. For 
_ tho’ in many places, they are limited by the Dutch, 
Englith, ers &c. and reftraind trom a free trade 
id Wee with 


/ 
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with other nations, yet have they continually ew 
what an uneafinefs that isto them. And how dear 


has this reftraint coft the Dutch ? when yet neither a 


can they with all the forts and guard-fhips fecure 
the trade wholly. to themfelves, any more than the 


“Barlavénta fleet. can. fecure the trade of the Welt a 
Indies to the Spaniards ; ; but enough of this matter. 


You have heard before, that Mr. Wells came 
with his loop to Bancalis, to the great joy of the 


two men, that were yet alive in captain Johnfon’s — 


veflel. Thefe two feamen were fo juft, that they 
put all captain Johnfon’s papers and money into. 
one cheit, then lock’d it, and put the key of it in- 
to another cheft ; ; and locking that, threw the key 
of it into the fea; and when Mr. Wells came on 
board, they offered him the command of both vef- 
fels. He feemingly refufed it, faying that he was 


no feaman, and could not manage either of them ;__ 
yet by much importumity he accepted the command 
of them, or at leaft undertook the account of what. 

was in the floop, and engaged to give a faithful 2 ac- 


count of it to governor Bloom. 


They were all now fo weakened, that they. were 
but juft enough to fail one of the vetlels! “’There- 
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fore they fent to the Shabander of Bancalis, tode- — 
fire {ome of his men, to help to fail the floops over 4 
to Malacca, but he refufed it. Then they offered a 


to fell one of them TOF (at {mall matter but neither 


would he buy. Then they offered to give him the — 
fmalleft ; to that he anfwered, that he did not dare — 
to accept of her, for fear of the Dutch. Then Mr. | 
Wells and his crew concluded to take the pepper — 
and all the ftores out of the fall veffel, and burn — 
her, and go away with the other to Malacca. This ~ 
‘they put in execution, and prefently went away, and ’ 
opening Captain Johnfon’ s cheft, they found two ore 


three hundred dollars in money. “This with all his 
writings, | 


/ 
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writings, and what elfe they found of value, Mr, 
Wells took into his poffeffion. Ina very fhort time 
they got over to Malacca There they ftaid expect- 
ing the coming of fome Englifh fhip, to get a pi- 
Jot to navigate the floop; for none of them would 
undertake to navigate her farther. Captain Lacy 
coming hither firft, he fpared Mr. Wells his chief 
mate, to conduct her to Achin: when we came. 
hither, they were ready to fail, and went away twa 
or three days before us. | 
To return therefore to our own voyage ; captain 
Weldon having finifhed his bufinefs at Malacca, we 
failed again, and fteered towards Achin, where he 
defigned to touch in his way to Fort St. George. : 
We overtook Mr. Wells about thirty five leagues 
fhort of Achin, oppofite the river Paffenge Jonca;_ 
and fhortly after we both arrived at Achin, and an- 
chored in the road, about the beginning of March, 
1689. Here I took my leave of captain Weldon, 
and my friend Mr. Hall, who went with us to 
Tonquin, and went afhore, being very weak with » 
my flux, as I had been all the voyage. Captain — 
Weldon offered me any kindnefs that lay in his 
power at Fort St. George, if I would go with him 
thither ; but I chofe rather to ftay here, having 
fome {mall acquaintance, than to go in that weak 
condition, to a place where I was wholly unknown, | 
But Mr. Hall went with captain Weldon co Fort 
St. George, and from thence in a fhort time re- 
- turned to England, in the Williamfon, of London, 
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cal fat > 6 uftoms, trade, civil war, Sc. 


Ree G now arrived at Achin again, I ee it 


not amifs to give the reader fome fhort account 
ot what obfervations I made of that city and coun- 


try. This kingdom is the largeft and beft peopled 


of many {mail ones in the ifle of Sumatra, and 


makes the north weit end of that ifland It reaches 
oreat 


eaftward from the N. W. point of the ifland, ag 
way along the fhore, towards the ftreights ot Ma- 


lacca, for about fifty or fixty leagues. “But from | 
- Diamond point, which is about forty Icagues from — 
Achin, towards the borders of the kingdom, the 
inhabitants, though belonging to Achin, are lefs in 


fubjeétion to it. Of thefe I can fay but little ; nei- 
ther do I know the bounds of this kingdom, either 
within land, or along the welt coatt. That welt 
fide of the kinadom, is high and mountainous ; ae 


is general the refl of the welt coaft of the whole a 
ifland. The point alfo of Achin, or extremity of the | 
ifland, is high land ; but Achin itfelf, and the « coun- 


try the eaftward is ‘lower, not altogether deftitute 


of {mall hills, and every where of a moderate height, 4 
and a champaign de pally very at “for a 


cultivation, 


There is one hill more remarkable than ordina- a 
Ty; efpecially to feamen. The Eneli th call’ it the Bt 
Golden Mount, | but whether this name is given its 
by the natives, or only by the Englith, 1 Lee not. 4 
°Tis near the N. W. end of the land, and Achin — 
ftands but five or fix. miles from the botrans of it. 
*Tis very large at the foot, and runs up fmaller to- 4 
wards the head ; which is raifed fo high, as to be 4 


feen at fea 30 or 40 leagues. This was "the firft ne 
| m tha 
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that we faw coming inour proe from the Nicobar : 
iflands, mentioned in my former voyage. The reft 
of the land, though of a good height, was then un- 
difcerned by us, fa that this mountain appeared like 
-an ifland in the fea, which was the reafon why our 
“Achin Malayans took it for Pulo Way. But that 
ifland though pretty high champaign land, was in- 
vifible, when this Golden Mount appeared fo plain, 
though as far diftant as that ifland. . 
Befides what belongs to Achin upon the contiz 
nent, there are alfo feveral iflands under its jurif- 
diction, moft of them uninhabited , and thefe make 
the road of Achin. Among them is this Pulo Way, 
which is the eaftermoft of a range of iflands, that he 
of the N. W. end of Sumatra. It is alfo the largeft 
of them, and inhabited by malefactors, who are ba- 
nifhed thither from Achin. This, with the other 
iflands of this range, lie in a femicircular form, of 
about feven leagues diameter, Pulo Gomez is ano- 
ther large ifland about twenty miles weft from Pulo 
Way, and about three leagues from the north welt 
point of Sumatra. Between Pulo Gomez, and the ie ee 
main are three or four other {mall iflands, yet with | 
channels of a fufficient breadth between them, for. 
fhips to pafs through, as they have very deep water. 
All fhips bound from Achin to the weitward, or 
coming from thence to Achin, go in and out thro® | 
‘ one or other of thefe channels ; and becaufe fhip- 
ping comes hither from the coaft of Surrat, one of 
_ thete channels, which is deeper than the relt, is 
called the Surrat channel. Between Pulo Gomez, 
and Pulo Way, in the bending of the circle, there 
are other fmall iflands, | the chief of which is, called: 
Pulo Rondo. This is a {mall round. high ifland, 
not above two or three miles in circumference. It. 
lies almoft in the extremity of the bending on the. 
north eaft part of the circle, but nearer Pulo Way. 
Cate Naa nae eer T 4. than, 
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than Pulo Gomez. There are large deep channels 
on either fide, but the moft frequented is the chan- 
nel on the weft fide, which is called the Bengal 
channel, becaufe it looks towards that bay ; and 
{hips coming from thence, from the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, pals in and out this way. Between Pulo 
Way and the main of Sumatra is another channel 
of three or four leagues wide, which the channel — 
for fhips, that go trom Achin to the ftreights of 
Malacca, or any country the eaft of thefe flreights, a 
and vice verfa.. There is good riding in all this. — 
femicircular bay between the iflands and Sumatra; 
but the road for all fhips that come to Achinis 
near the Sumaira fhore, within all the iflands. 
There they anchor at what diftances they pleafe, 
according to the monfoons or feafons of the year.’ a 
There is a {mall navigable river comes out into the 
fea, by which fhips tranfport their commodities in 
{maller veflels up to the city. The mouth of this 
river is fix or feven leagues from Pulo Rondo, and. — 
three or four from Pulo Way, ang near as many 


from Pulo Gomez. ‘The iflands ate pretty high 


champaign Jand, the mould black or yellow, the 
~ foil deep and fat, producing large tall trees, fit for. 
any ules. There are brooks. of water on the two. 
great iflands of Way and Gomez, and feveral forts. i 
Fs wild. animals; efpecially wild hogs in abune , " 
ance. ny deetp! ma 


Sabthe mold of this continent is Cifferent according . % 
to the natural pofition of it. The mountains are 


akg ot 


rocky, elpecially thofe towards the weft coaft; yet 
moft that I have feen feems to have a fuperficial co-. 
vering on earth, naturally producing fhrubs, fmall 
trees, or pretty good grafs. The fmall hills are 
molt of them covered with woods, the trees where- 
ot lecm by: their growth to {pring from a fruitful — 
foil, the champaign. Jand, fuch .as I have feeny is 
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fome black, fome grey, fome reddifh, and all of a 
deep mould. But to be very particular in thefe 
things, efpecially in all my travels, is more than L 
can pretend to; though it may be [ took as much 
notice of the difference of foil as I met with it, as 
moft travellers have done, having been bred in my 
youth in Somerfetthire, at a place called. Eaft Coker 
near Yeovil or Evil; in which parifh there is as 
great variety of foil, as I have ordinarily met with 


any where, viz. black, red, yellow, fandy, ftony,. 
clay, morafs, or fwampy, &c. I had the more rea-. 
fon to take notice of this, becaufe this village in a. 
ereat meafure is let out in fmall leafes for lives of | 


twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty pounds per annum, 


urder Coll. Helliar the lord of the manor, and- 
moft, if not all thefe tenants, had their own land» 


{cattering in {mall pieces, up and down feveral forts 


of Jand in the parifh, fo that every one had fome | 
piece of every fort of land, his black ground, his 
fandy, clay, &c. fome of twenty, thirty, or forty 


fhillings an acre, for fome ufes, and other not 
worth ten groats an acre. My mother being pot- 
feffed of one of thefe leafes, and having of all thefe 


jqrts of land, I came acquainted with them all, and 
knew what each fort would produce, viz. wheat, _ 


barley, maflin, rice, beans, peafe, oats, vetches, 
flax, or hemp; in all which I had a more than 


ufual knowledge for one fo young ; taking a particu- . 


lar delight in obferving it: but enough of this mat- 
ter, © ; * ; : o Mos ; 


The: kingdom. of ‘Achin has in general a deep 


mould ; it is very well watered with brooks and 
fmall rivers, but none navigable for fhips of bur- 
then. This of Achin admits not of any but {mall 
vefiels. The land is fome part very woody, in o- 
ther places favannah ; the trees are of divers forts, 


moft unknown to me by name. The cotton and. 
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cabbage trees grow here, but not in fuch plenty as AG 


in fome parts of America. Thefe trees commonly 


grow here, as indeed ufually wherever they grow, 
in a champaign dry ground, fuch at leaft as is not 


drowned or morafly, for here is fome iuch land as 
that by the rivers, and there grows mangrove trees, 
and other trees of that kind. Neither is this king. 
dom deftitute of timber-trees fit for building. — 


The fruits of this country are plantains, bona- 


noes, guava’s, oranges, limes, jacks, durians, co- 
coa-nuts pumple nofes, pomgranates, mangoes, 
mangaftans, citrons, water melons, mufk-melons, 


pine-apples, &c. of all thefe forts of fruits, I think — 


the mangatftan is without compare the moft delicate, 
This fruit is in fhape much like the pomgranate, 


but a great deal lefs. The outfide rind or thell is 
a little thicker than that of the pomegranate, but - 


fofter, yet more brittle, and of a dark red. The 
infide of the fhell is of a deep crimfon colour. 
Within this fhell the fruit appears in three or four 


cloves, about the bignefs of the top of a man’s — 


thumb. Thefe will eafily feparate each from the 


' other; they are as white as milk, very foft, and 4 


juicy, inclofing a fmall black ftone or kernel. The 


outfide rind is faid to be binding, and therefore fe 
many when they eat the fruit, which is very deli- 
cious, do fave the rind or fhell, drying and pre- 


ferving it, to give to fuch as have fluxes. Ina 


{mall book, entitled, A new Voyage to the Eaft 
Andes, there is mention made of mangaftans, a- 
mong the fruits of Java; but the author is mifta- 


ken, in that he compares it ta a floe, in fhape and 


taite ; yet remember there is fuch a fort of fruit at ae 
Achin; and believe by the defcription he gives, 


it may probably be the fame that he calls the man- 
gaitan, though nothing like the true mangaftan. 


a 
>. + = 
<a 
7y he, 
j + 
we 5 
; 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 291 


The pumple nofe is a large fruit like a citron, 
with a very thick tender uneven rind. The infide 
is full of fruit; it grows all in cloves as big as a 
imall barley-corn, and thefe are all full of juice, as 
an orange or a lemon, though not growing in fuch 
partitions. *Tis of a pleaiant talte, and though 
there are of them in other parts of the Eaft Indies, 
_ yet thefe at Achin are accounted the beft. They 
are ripe commenly about Chriftmas, and are fo 
much efteemed, that Englifhmen carry them from 
hence to Fort St. George, and make prefents of 
them to their friends there. The other iruits men- 
tioned here, are moft of them deicribed by me in 
my firft volume. 

The eatable roots of this country are yams and 
potatoes, &c. but their chief bread kind is rice. 
The natives have lately planted iome quantities of 
this grain, and might produce much more were 
they fo difpofed, the land being fo fruitful. They 
have here a fort of herb or plant called a Ganga, or 
Bang. I never faw any but once, and that was at 
fome diftance from me. It appeared to me like 
hemp, and I thought it had been hemp, till I was 
told ro the contrary. It is reported of this plant, 
that if it is infufed in any liquor, it will ftupity the 
brains of any perion who drinks thereof; but it 

operates diverfly, according to the confticution of 
“the perfon. Some it makes fleepy, jome merry, 
putting them into a laughing fit, and others it 
makes mad, but after two or three hours they come 
to themfelves again. I never faw the effects of it 
onany perion, but have heard much difcourfe of 
it. What other ufe this plant may ferve for I know 
not; but I know it is much efteemed here, and in 
other places to whither it is tran{ported. 
This country abounds alfo with medicinal drugs 
and herbs, and with variety of herbs for the et 
eh tedh at Map I fg oS ot ic es The 
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The chief of their drugs is ‘camphire, of which — 
there are quantities found on this ifland, but moft 
of it on the borders of this kingdom to the fouth- 
ward, or more remote ftill, without the precinéts — 
of it. This that is found on the ifland Sumatra is” 
commonly fent to Japan to be refined, and then 
brought from thence pure, and tran{ported whither 
the merchants pleafe afterwards. J know that here 
are feveral forts of medicinal herbs made ufe of by 
' the natives, who go often a fimpling, feeming to 
underftand their virtues much, and make great ule 
of them: but as this is wholly out of my {phere, I _ 
“can give no account of them, and tho’ here are 
plenty of pot herbs, yet I know the names of none 
but onions, of which they have great abundance, 
and of a very good fort, but fmall. | 
There are many other very profitable commodi- 
tics on this ifland ; but fome of them are more pe- 
culiar to other parts of it than Achin, efpecially 
pepper. All the ifland abounds with that {pice, ex- 
cept only this north weft end; at leaft fo much of 
it, as is comprehended within the kingdom of A- 
chin. Whether this defeéct is through the negligence 
or lazinefs of thefe people, I know. not. : | 
Gold alfo is found, by report, in many parts of 
this ifland; but the kingdom of Achin is at prefen 
moft plentifully ftored with it. Neither does any — 
place in the Kaft Indies, that I know of, ‘yield fuch © 
quantities of it as this kingdom. I have never been _ 
at Japan, and therefore can make no eftimate of 
the great riches of that kingdom ; but here Tam 
certain there is abundance of. its) 
The land animals of this éatney, are ager Ropes vee 
elephants, goats, bullocks, buffaloes, horfes, por- 
cupines, monkeys, , {quirrels, guanoes, lizards, — 
fnakes, &c. Here are al Ifo abundance of ants of 
feyeral forts, and wood- lice, « called by the Englith, 
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in the Eaft Indies, white ants. The elephants that ; 


I faw here were all tame; yet ’tis reported there are 
fome wild, but I judge not many, if any at all. In 
fome places there are plenty of hogs; they are all 
wild, and commonly very poor. At fome times of 
the year, when the wild fruits fall from. the trees, 
they are indifferently fat, or at leaft fefhy, and then 
they are fweet and good: they are very numerous, 
and whether for that reafon, or icarcity of food, it 
is very rare to find them fat. The goats are not 
very many, neither are there many bullocks, but » 
the favannahs fwarm with buffaloes, belonging to 
fome or other of the inhabitants, who milk and eat 
them, but don’t work them, fo far as I faw. ‘The 
horfes of this country are but fmall, yet fprightly ; 
and fometimes they are tranfported hence to the 
coaft of Coromandel. The porcupines and fquir- 
rels are accounted good food by the Englifh; but 


how they are efteemed by the natives I know not. 


The fowls of this country are dunghill fowls 
and ducks, but I know of no other tame fowls 
they have. In the woods there are many forts of 
wild fowls, viz maccaws, parrots, parakites, pige- 
ons, and doves of three or four forts. There are 
plenty of other fmall birds, but I can fay nothing 
of them. bi : 
~The rivers of this country afford plenty of fith. 
‘The fea alfo fupplies divers forts of very good ith, 
viz. fnooks, mullets, mudfifh, eels, ftringrays, 
which I have defcribed in the bay of Campeachy, 


‘ten-pounders, old wives, cavallies, crawfifh, fhrimps, 


- 


“Be. | 


The natives of this country are Malayans. They 
are much the fame people with thofe of Queda, 
Jihore, and other places on the continent of Ma- 
jacca, fpeaking the fame Malayan language, with 


~ jittle difference; and are of the fame Mahometan 


religion, 
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religion, and alike in. their haughty. humoar and 
manner of living; fo that they feem to have been 
originally the fame people. They are of a middle 
ftature, ftraight and well fhaped, and of a dark In- 
dian copper colour. Their hair is black and lank, 
their. taces generally pretty long, yet graceful 


enough. They have black eyes, ~ middling nofes, 
thin lips, and black teeth, by the frequent ulefot 
betel. They are very lazy, and care not to work 


or take pains. The poorer fort are addicted to theft, 


and are often punifbed feverely for it, They are — 
otherwife good natured in general, and pile fo 


{trangers. 

The better fort of them wear caps fitted to dlp 
heads, of red or other coloured woollen. cloth, like 
the crown of a hat without any brims ; for none 
of the Eaftern people ufe the compliment of un- 
covering their heads when they meet, as we do. But 
the common wear for ail forts of people is a fmall 
turban, : fuch as the Mindanaians wear, defcribed 


in the 19th chapter, vol. 2..p. 5. They have {mall ~ 


breeches, and the better fort will have a piece of 


filk thrown loofely over their fhoulders; but the 
poor go naked from their waift upwards. Nei- 


ther have they the ufe of ftockings and: thoes," but. 
a fort of fandals are worn by the “better fort. 
Their houfes are built on pofts, as thofe of Min- 


danao, and they live much after the jame fafhion; 


but by reafon of theit gold mines, and the fre- 


quent refort of flrangers, they are richer, and live Wi: 
in greater plenty. Theit common food is rice, and 
rhe” etter fort have fowls and fifth, with which the — 


markets are plentifully ftored, and fometimes buf- 
faloes fleth, all which is drefs’ a very favourily with 
pepper anc’ garlick, and tinétured yellow with tur-— 


merick, to make i it pleafant to the eye, as the Eaft 
Indians eenerally love to have their food look yel- 


low $ 


sic 3s ae piper epengtt a ge gh 


Cop, WILLIAM DAMPIER. 295 


low; neither do they want good achars or fauces to 
give itarelifh — 

The city of Achin is the chief in all this king- 
dom. It is feated on the banks of a river, near 
the north weft end of the ifland, and about two 
miles trom the fea. ‘This town confitts of feven or 
eight thoufand houfes ; and in it there are always a 
great number of merchant-ftrangers, viz. Englifh, 
Dutch, Danes, Portuguefe, Chinete, Gusanits,. &c. 
The houtes of this city are generally larger than 
thofe I {aw at Mindanao, and ets fatnithed with 
houfhould goeds. The city has no walls, nor fo 
much as a ditch about it. It has a great number 
of mofques, generally {quare built, and covered with 
pantile, bue neither high nor large. Every morn- 
ing a man made a great noife from thence; but I 
faw no turrets or fteeples, for them to climb up in- 
to for that purpofe, as they have generally inTurky. 
The queen has a large palace here, built handfome- 
ly with itone ; but I could not get into the infide 
of it. ’Tis faid there are fome great guns about it, 
four of which are of brafs, 28) are faid to nave 
been fent hither as a prefent by our K. James the 
firtt. 

The chief trades at Achia are carpenters, black. 
fmiths, gold{miths, fifhermen,.and money-changers ; 
but the. country people live either on breeding of 
cattle, but moft for their own ufe, or fowls, elpe-— 
cially they who live near the city, which they fend 
weekly thither to fell: others plant roots, fruits, 
&c. and of late they have fown pretty large fields 
of rice. This thrives here well enough ; ee they 

are fo proud, that it is againtt their flomach to 
work, neither do they much trouble their heads a+ 
bout it, but leave it to be managed by their flaves : 
_ the flaves brought lately by the Englifh and Danes 
from the coaft of Coromandel, in the time of a fa- 
) mine, 
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mine, I fpoke of before, were the firft who broughé 


this fort of hufbandry into fuch repute among the, 


Achinefe. Yet neither does the rice they ha» e this 
way fupply one quarter of their occafions, but they 
have it brought to them from their neighbouring 
countries. — 


. The fifherten aré the richeft working people ; a 


mean fuch of them as can purchafe a net, for there- 


by they have much profit; and this fort of imploy- | 


ment is managed alto by their flaves. In fair wea- 
ther you fhall “have eight or ten poate each with a 
fain or haling net; and when they fee a fhoal of fith, 


they ftrive to encompafs them with their nets, | and — 
all the boats that are near, affift each other to hail. 


them afhore. Sometimes they draw afhore this way 


fifty, shes or an hundred large fifh, as large a 


man’s leg, and as long, and then they rejoice 
greatly, and {camper about; making a reat fhout. 
The fith is prefently fent to the market in one of 
their boats, the reft looking out again for more. 
Thofe who fith with hook and line, go out in {mall 


roes, with one or two flaves in each proe. Thefe 
Pp 5 


-alfo get good fith of other forts, which they canny 
home to their matters. . 


The carpenters ufe fuch hatchers as they have, at 


Mindanao. They build good houfes after their fa- 
fhion; and ate alfo ingenious in building proes, 


efpecially of that fort called flying proes, which are 


‘built long, deep, narrow, and fharp, with both 


fides alike, and outlagers on each fide, the head — : 


and ftern like other boats. They carry a great fail, 


and when the wind blows hard; they fend. a man a 


pie a tier Se ee 


A RS SEE ERE HE 


Jarre 


Sa 


x sai An . 
= ee eT 


or two to fit at the extremity of. the windward out: @ 


Jager, to poife the veflel. They build alfo. fome: 
veilels of ten or twenty tons burthen, to trade from. 


one place to another; but I think their greateft m- 
--genuity isin building their flying: P5ORE “which are 
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inade very fmooth, kept neat and clean, and will 
fail very well; for which reafon they had that narne 
given them by tlie Englifh, =~ 

There are but few black{miths in this town, nei- 
ther are they very fkilful at their trade. The golds 
{miths are commonly ftrangers, yet fome of the 
Achinefe themfelves know how to work metals, 
tho’ not very well. The money-changers are here 
as at Tonquin, moft women. Thefe fit in the mar- 
kets and at the corners of the ftreets, with leaden 
monly given to fmali money in all thefe countries ; 
but the cafh here is neither of the fame metal, nor 
value with that at Tonquin, for that is copper and 
this is lead or block tin, fuch as will bend about the — 
finger. They have but two forts of coin of their 
own ; the leaft fort is this leaden money call’d cafh; 
-and ’tis the fame with what they call petties at Ban- 
tam. Of thefe fifteen hundred make a mefs, which 
is their other fort of coin, and is a {mall thin piece 
of gold, ftamp’d with Malayan letters on each fide. 
Tt is in value fifteen pence Englifh. Sixteen mefs 
make a tale, which here is twenty fhillings Englifh; 
five tale make a bancal; a weight fo called; and 
twenty bancal make a catty, another weight. But 
their gold coin feldom holds weight; for you fhall 
fometimes have five tale and eight mefs over to 
make a pecul, and tho’ fifteen cafh is the value of 
a mefs, yet thefe rife and fall at the difctetion of 
the money-changers ; for fometimes you fhall have 
one thoufand cafh for a mefs; but they are kepe 
ufually between thofe two numbers; feldom lefs- 
thari one thoufand, and never more than fifteen 


hundred. Bat to proceed with thefe weights, which 


they ufe either for money or goods. One hundred 
catty make a pecul, which is 132 1. Englifh weight. 
Three hundred catty is a bahar, which is 3961. 
- No. 24: a U Englith 
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Englith weight; but in fome places, as at Bencou- — 


li, a bahar is near 500 Englifh weight. Spanifh — 
pieces of eight go here alfo, and they are valued — 
according to the plenty or fcarcity of them. Some- — 
times a piece of eight goes but for four mefs, fome- — 
times four mefs and a half and fometimes five mefs. — 
They coin but a fmall quantity of their gold; fo 
much as may ferve for their ordinary occafions in 
their traffick one with another. But as the mer- 
chant, when he receives large fums, always 
takes it by weight, fo they ufually pay him un-— 
wrought gold, and quantity for quantity : the mer- 
chants chufe rather to receive this, than the coined — 
gold ; and before their leaving the country, will - 
change their meffes for uncoined gold, perhaps, be- 
cauie of fome deceits ufed by the natives in their 
coining. . | ia cs 
This gold they have from {ome mountain a pret- 
ty way within Jand from Achin, but within their 
dominions, and rather near to the weft coaft than 
the ftreights of Malacca. I take Golden Mount,’ 
which I ipoke of before, to lie at no great diftance 
from that of the mines ; for there is very high land 
all thereabouts. Io go thither they fet out eaft- 
wards, towards Paffange Jonca, and thence ftrike. 
up into the heart of the country. I made fome in- 
quiry concerning their getting gold, and was told, 
that none but Mahometans were permitted to go to’ 
the mines; that ic was both troublefome and dan- 
gerous to pals the mountains, before they came 
thither; there being but one way, and that over 
fuch fieep mountains, that in fome places they 
were forced to make ufe of ropes, to climb up and 
- down the hills. That at the foot of thefe precipices 
there was a guard of foldiers, to fee that no uncir- 
cumcifed perfon fhould purfue that defign, and al- 
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ward or backward. That at the mines it was fo 
fickly, that not the half of thofe that went thither 
did ever return again; though they went thither 
only to traffic with the miners, who live there, be- 
ing feafoned ; that thefe who. go thither from the 
city ftayed not ufually above four months at the 
mines, and were back again in about fix months 
from their going out. That fome there mace it 
their conftant employment to vifit the miners once 
every year; for after they are once feafoned, and 
have found the profit of that trade, no thoughts of 
danger can deter them from it; for I was credibly 
told that thefe made two thoufand per cent. of what- 
ever they carried with them, to fell to-the miners 5 
but they could not carry much by reafon of the 
badnefs of the ways. The rich men never go thi- 
ther themfelves but fend their flaves; and if three 
out of fix return, they think they make a very pro- 
fitable journey for their mafter, for thefe three are 
able to bring home as much gold as. the goods 
'which all fix carried out could purchale. The 
goods that they carry thither are fome fort of cloath- 
‘ng, and liquor. They carry their goods from the 
city by fea part of the way; then they land fome- 
where about Paffange-Jonca, and get horfes to car- 

ry their cargo to the foot of the mountains. There 
they draw it up with ropes, and if they have much 
goods, ane ftays here with them, while the reft 
march to the mines with their load; and’ return a- 

~ gain for the reft. I had this relation from captain 
"Tiler, who lived at Achin, and {poke the language 
of the country very well. There was an Englith 
_renegado that ufed that trade, but was always at 
- the mines when I was here. At his return to Achin 
he conitantly frequented an Enelifh punch-houte, 
_  fpending his gold very freely, asl was told by the 
- mafter of the houfe. I was told alfo by all that 1 
ee ; rig aie -  difcourfed 


300. The Vovncns ‘and AevENnue f- 


difcourfed with about the sold, that here se dig a ‘ 
‘it out of the ground, and that fometimes ney find 
pretty large lumps. 

It is the product ef thefe mines that draws fo 
-many merchants hither, for the road is feldom with 4 
out ten or fifteen fail of fhips of feveral nations. 
Thefe bring all fort of vendible commodities, as_ 
filks, chints, muflins, calicoes, rice, 8c. and as to. 
this laft, a man would admire to fee what great 
quantities of rice are brought hither by the Englith, 
Dutch, Danes, and Chinele, when any arrives the 
commanders hire each a houfe to put their goods 
in. The filks, muflins, calicoes, opium, and fuch — 
like rich goods, they fell to the Guzurats, who | 
are the chief men that keep fhops here; but the 
rice, which is the bulk of the cargo, they ufually 
retail, I have heard a merchant fay, he has re- 
ceived fixty, feventy, and eighty pounds a day for | 
rice, when it has been fcarce; but when there are 
many fellers, then forty or fifty thillings worth in a 
day is a good fale ; for then a mefs will buy four. | 
teen or fitteen bamboes-of it ; whereas when rice is 
fcarce, you will not have above three or four bares : 
boes for a mefs. A bamboe is a finall fealed mea- 
fure, containing to the beft of my remembrance, 
not much above half a gallon. Thus it rifes and 
falls as fhips come hither. Thofe who fell rice keep 
one conftantly attending to meafure it out, and the ~ 
very grandees themielves never keep a ftock be- 
fore hand, but depend on the marker, and buy j ju 
when they have occafion. ‘They fend their flav 
for what they want, and the poorer fort, who hav 
not a flave of their own, will yet hire one to carr 
4 mets worth of rice for them, though not one hun- 
dred paces from their own homes, {corning to do 
it themfelves. Befides one to meafure the rice, the 
merchants hire a man to take the money, for-he 
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is fome falfe money, as filver and copper mefs gilt 
over; befides, here are fome true meis much worn, 
and therefore not worth near their value in tale. 
The merchants may alfo have occafion to receive 
ten or twenty pounds at a time for other commo- 
dities, and this too, befides thofe little fams for 
rice, he muft receive by his broker, if he will not ; 
_ be cheated, for its work enough to examine every 
piece; and in receiving ten pounds in mefles they 
‘will ordinarily be forced to return half or more to 
be canged ; for the natives are for putting off bad 
money, if poffibly they can. But if the broker 
takes any bad money, ’tis to his own lofs, Thele 
fort of brokers are commonly Guzurats, and it 1S 
very neceffary for a merchant that comes hither, 
_efpecially if he is a ftranger, to have one of them, 
for fear of taking bad or light money. 
The Englifh merchants are very welcome here, 
and I have heard that they do not pay fo much cu- 
ftom as other nations. The Dutch freemen may 
_ trade hither, but the company’s fervants are denied 
that privilege. But of all the merchants that trade 
to this city, the Chinefe are the moft remarkable. 
There are fome of them live here all the year long, 
but others only make annual voyages hither from 
China. Thefe latter come hither fome time in June, 
about ten or twelve fail, and bring abundance of 
tice, and feveral other commodities. They take 
up houfes all by one another, at the end of the 
town, next the fea; and that end of the city is cal- 
Jed the China camp, becaufe there they always 
“quarter, and bring their goods afhore to fell. In 
this fleet come feveral mechanics, viz. carpenters, 
joiners, painters, &c. thele fet themielves imme- - 
diately to work, making of chefts, drawers, capi- 
nets, and all forts of Chinefe toys; which are no 
feoner finifhed in their working houfes, but they 
LB cam U 3 arg 
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« 
are prefently fet up in fhops and at rhe doers to vat: af 
So that for two months or ten weeks this place is © 
like a fair, full of fhops ftuffed with all forts of : 
vendible commodities, and people reforting hither — 
to buy ; and as their goods fell off, fo they contract Ve 
themfelves, into lefs ~compals, and make. ufe of i 
fewer houfes. But as their.bufinefs decreafes, their — 
gaming among themfelves increafes; for a Chinefe, - 3 
it he is not at ere had as lieve be without vic-_ 4 
tuals as without caming; and they are very dex- | 
terous at it. I} before their goods are all fold, they — 
can light of Cem to buy their fhips, they will 
eladiy fell them alfo, at leatt fome of them ; if any 
merchant will buy, fora Chinee is for felling eve- 
ry thiog ; and they who are fo happy. as tO get 
chapmen for their own fhips, will return as pafien— 
gers with their neighbours, leaving their camp, as_ 
it is called, poor and naked like other parts of the 
city, till the next year. They commonly go away . 
about the latter end of September, and never fai 
to. return again at the feafon; and while they a 
here, they are fo much followed, that there is bu 
little bufinefs ftirring for the merchants of any o- 
ther nations; all the difcourle then being of going — 
down to the Chinacamp. Even the Europeans ¢ 20 | 

thither for their diverfion, the Engliih, Dutch, aud ‘ 
Danes, will go to. drink their boc-ciu, at ones 
China merchants houfe who fells it; for they have 
no tippling houfes. The European feamen return 
thence into the city drunk enough, but the Chinefe : 
are very fober themfelves. 4 
The Achinele feem not to be extraordinary g Lape 4 

at accounts, as the Banians or Guzurats are. i hey @ 
inftruét th ir youth in the knowledge of letters, — a 
Malayan principally, and I fuppole in fomewhat of 
Arabick, being ail Mahometans. They are here, 
as at Mindanao, very fuperflitious in wathing and 
cleanfing 
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cleanfing themfelves from defilements ; and for that 
reafon they delight to live near the rivers or itreams 
of water. The river of Achin near the city is al- 
ways full of people of both fexes and all ages. 
Some come in purpofely to wafh themfelves, for 
the pleafure of being in the water ; which they fo 
much delight in, that they can fearce leave the ri- 
ver without going firft into it, if they have any bu- 
finefs brings them near. Even the fick are brought 
to the river to wafh. [ know not whether it is ac- 
counted good to wath in all diflempers, but { am 
certain from my own experience, it 1s sood. for 
thofe that have the flux, efpecially mornings and 
evenings, for which reafon you fhall then fee the ri- 


“vers fulleft, and more efpecially in the morning. 


But the moit do it upon a religious account ; for 
therein confifts the chief. part of their religion. 
There are but few of them refort daily to their. 


-mofques, yet they are all ftiff in their religion, and 


fo zealous, that they rejoice greatly in making 2 
rofelite. I was told, that while I was at Tonquin, 


- 4 Chinefe inhabiting here turn’d from his Pagan- 


s(m to Mahometanifm, and being circumciied, he 
was thereupon carried in great {tate thro’ the city 


on an elephant, with one crying before him that he 


was turned believer. This man was call’d the cap- 


tain of the China camp; for as I was informed, he 
- was placed there by his countrymen as their chief 


factor or agent, to negociate their affairs with the 
people of the country. Whether he dealt falfly, or 
was only envied by others, I know not; but his 
countrymen had fo entangled him in law, that he 


had been ruined, if he had not made ule o} this 


55 oe 
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way to difingage himfelf; and then his religion pro- 


" teéted him, and they could not meddle with him, 
- On what fcore the two Englifh renegadoes tura’d, 
here, 1 know not. 
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right hand chop’ d off at the wrift ; for the fecond 


“no hands, they will get fomebody or other to fatten, ‘ 


They that have one hand can do well enough ; ; and 


The laws of ey country are very ftrict, andl ae | 
offenders are punithed with great feverity. Neither B 
are there any del lays of Juftice here; for as foon as 
the offender is taken, he is immediately brought 
before the magiftrate, who prefently hears the mat- 
ter, and according as he finds it, fo he either ac- i 
quits or orders punifhment to be infli@ed on) the 
party immediately. Small offenders are only whipt 
on the back, which fort of punifhment they call 
chaubuck. A thief, for his firft offence, has his 


offence off goes the other ; and fometimes inftead of 
One of their hands, one or both their feet are cut 
off; and fometimes, tho’ very rarely, both hands * 


| and feet. If. after the lofs of one or both hands OkE. By 


feet they ftiil prove incorrigible for they are many. 
of them fuch very rogues’ and fo arch, that they 
will {teal with their toes, then they are banifhed to 
Pulo Way, during their lives; and if they get 
thence to the city, as fometimes they do, they are ~ 
commonly fent back again, tho’ fometimes they 
get a licence to flay. | : es 

On Pulo Way there are none but this fort of cat- a 
tle; and tho’ all of them want one or both hands, 
yet they fo order matters, that they can row very — 
well, and do many things to admiration, whereby 
they are able to get a livelihood ; for if they have 
ropes or withes about their oars, fo as to leave 
loops wherein they may put the ftumps of their 
arms, and wherewith they will pull an oar Juftily. 


of thefe you fhall fee a great many, even in the — 
city. This fort of. punifhment i is inflicted for great 
robberies, but for {mall pilfering, the firft time — 
thieves are only whipt; but after this, a petty lar-: 
Seny is look’d on as a great crime. Neither i is er 
: ort | 
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fort of punifhment peculiar to the Achinefe govern- 
ment, but probably, uled by the other princes of 
this ifland, and on the. ifland Java alfo, efpecially 
at Bantam. ‘They formerly, when the king of Ban- 
tam was in his profperity, depriv’d men of their 
right hand for theft, and may ftill for ought I know. 
I knew a Dutchman fo ferved; he was a feaman 
belonging to one of the king of Bantam’s fhips. 
Being “thus punifhed, he was difmifs'd from his fer-_ 
vice, ane when | was this time at Achin he lived 
there. Here at Achin, when a member | is thus cut 
off, they have a broad piece of leather or bladder 
ready to clap on the wound. This is prefently ap- 
plied, and bound on fo faft, that the blood cannot 
iffue forth. By this means the great flux of blood 
4s ftop’d, which would elfe enfue; and I never heard 
of any one who died of it. How long this leather 
is kept on the wound I know not; but it is fo long, 
till the blood is perfectly ftanched, and when it is - 
taken off, the clods of blood which were preft in 
the wound hy the eae peel all off with it, leav- 
ing the wound clean. Then, I judge they ufe. 
cleanfing or hailing plaifters, as they fee conveni- 
ent, and cure the wound with a great deal of eafe. | 
IT never heard of any that fuffer’d death for theft. 
_ Criminals, who deferve death, are executed divers 
ways, according to the nature of the offence, or 
_ the quality of the offender: One way is by impal- 
ing on a fharp ftake, which paffeth ‘upright from . 
the fundament through the bowels, and comesoutr 
at the neck. The flake is about the bignefs of a | 
man’s thigh, placed upright, one end in the ground 
very firm; the upper fharp end is about twelve or 
. fourteen feet high. I faw one man {pitted in this 
manner, and there he remained two or three days ; ; 
bul cone not learn his offence. 
on : Noblemen 
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Noblemen have a more honourable death; they 
are allowed to fight for their lives; but the num- ~ 


bers of thofe with whom they are to engage, foon u 


put a period to the combat, by the death of the 


malefactor. The manner of it is thus; the perion 


‘condemned is brought bound to the place of exe- 1 


cution. This is a large plain field, fpacious enough 
to contain thoufands of people, . 
chinefe, armed, as they ufually go, with their cref- 
fet, but then more efpecially, refort in’ troops, as. 


Thither the A- 


well to be fpectators, as actors in the tragedy. Theat . 


make a very large ring, and in the midft of the 
multitude the criminal is placed, and by him fuch 
arms as are allow’d on fuch occafions, which are a 
fword, a creffet, and a lance, 


When the time is! 


come to ag,’ he is unbound, and left at his liberty 


to take up his fighting weapons. ‘The fpe¢tators 
being all ready, with each man his arms in his hand, 
ftand ftill in their places, til the malefactor ad- 
vances. He commonly fets out with a fhriek, and 
daringly faces the multitude; but he is foon brought 
to the ground, firft by lances thrown at him, and_ 
afterwards by their {words and creffets. One was. 
thus executed while I was there ; I had not the for- 
tune to hear of it till it was ended ; but had this re- 
lation the fame evening it,was done, from Mr. 
Dennis Drifcal, who was one of the fpectators. - 


This country is governed by a queen, under. «@ 


whom there are twelve oronkeys, or great lords. 


Thefe act in their feveral precinéts with great power. a 
and authority. Under thefe there are other inferior 


officers, to keep the peace in the feveral parts of the — 
queen’s dominions. The prefent fhabander of Achin — 


is one of the oronkeys. He is a man of greater _ 
knowledge than the reft, and is fuppofed to be very — 


rich. Ihave heard fay he has not lefs than one thou- 
{and flaves, tome of whom were great merchants, 
ig ia : “ ~~ > ok ‘ N and i) 
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and had many flaves uncer them. And even thefe, 
tho? they are flaves to flaves, yet have their flaves 
alfo; neither can a ftranger ealily know who is a 
flave and who not among them; for they are all, in 
a manner, flaves to one another ; andail in ceneral 
to the queen and oronkeys, for their government iS 
very arbitrary. Yet there is nothing of rigour ufed 
by the mafter to his flave, except it be the very 
‘meaneft, fuch as do all forts of fervile work.; but 
-thofe who can turn their hands to any thing befides 
drudgery, live well enough by their induftry. Nay, 
they are encouraged by their mafters, who often 
lend them money to begin fome trade or bufinets 
with, whereby the fervant lives eafy, and with great. 
content follows what his inclination or capacity fits 
him for, and the maiter alfo, who has his fhare in 
the gains, reaps the more profit, yet without trou- 
ble, When one of thele flaves die, his. matter is 
heir to what he leaves, and his children, if he has 
any, become his flaves alfo, unlefs the father out 
of his own clear gains, has in his life time had 
wherewithal to purchafe their freedom. The mar- 
kets are kept by thefe people, and you fcarce trade 
with any other. The money-changers alfo are. 
flaves, and in general all the women that you fee in 
the ftreets, not one of them being free. So are the 
‘fifhermen, and others, who fetch fire wocd in ca- 
‘noes from Pulo Gomez, for thence thole of this 
city fetch moft of their wood, tho’ there is fcarce 
any thing to be feen but woods about the city. Yet 
tho’ all thefe are flaves, they have habitations or 
-houfes to themfelves in feveral parts of the city, far 
- from their maiters houfes, as if they were free peo- 
ple. But to return to the fhabander I was {peaking 
‘of, all merchant ftrangers, at their firft arrival, 
make their entries with him, which is always done 
with a good prefent ; and from: him they Jonytt 
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their difpatches when they depart ; and all matters 


of importance in general between merchants are de- 
termined by him. 


he. became fo knowing, beyond the reft of F the great 


men; and he i is alfo nia to be yaludy a great mer- me 


chant. 
The queen of Achin, as ’tis ety is wiiwayee an 
old maid, chofen out of the royal family. 


oronkeys, After fhe is chofen, fhe in.in a manner 
confined to her palace ; for by report, the feldom 


goes abroad, neither is fhe feen by any people of 


inferior rank and quality, but only by fome of her 
domefticks ; except that once a year fhe is dreft all 
in white, and placed on an elephant, and fo rides 
to the river in ftate to wafh herfelf; but whether 
any of the meaner fort of people may fee her in 
that progrefs I know not; for it is the cuftom of 
moft Eaftern princes to fcreen themfelves from the 


fight of their fubjects; or, if they fometimes eo 


abroad for their pleafure, yet the people are then 


ordered either to turn their backs towards them . 
- while they pafs by, as formerly at Bantam, or to. 


hold their hands before their eyes, as at Siam. At 


Mindanao, they may look on their princes ; but ; 


from the highelt to the loweft they approach him 
with the greateft refpect and veneration, creep- 
ing very low, and oft-times on their knees, with 


their eyes fix’d on him; and when they withdraw, 
they return in the fame manner, creeping backwards 
and fill keeping their eyes on him, «ll they are 


out of his fight. 


But to return to the Queen of Achin, a think Pe 


Mr. Hackluit, or Purchas, makes mention of a 


king here. in our king James the etic time; but 


of 


It feems to have been by his 
converfation and acquaintance with ftrangers, that 


What” @ 
ceremonies are ufed at the choofing her I know not, © oe 
nor who are the electors, but I fuppofe they are the 
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of later years there has always been a queen only; 
and the Englifh who refide there, have been of the 
opinion that thefe people have been governed by a 
queen ab origine; and from the antiquity of the 
prefent confticution, have formed notions, that the 
- queen of Sheba who came to Solomon was the 
queen of this country ; and the author of an old 
map of the world which I have feen, was, it feems 
_of this opinion, when writing the old Hebrew 
names of nations, up and down the feveral parts 
antiently known of Europe, Afia, and Africa, he 
puts no other name in the ifle of Sumatra, but that 
of Sheba. But be that as it will, ’tis at prefent part 
of it under a queen, though fhe has little power or 
authority ; for though there is feemingly abundance 
of refpect and reverence fhewn her, yet fhe has lit- 
tle more than the title of a fovereign, all the go- 
vernment being wholly in the hands of the Oron- 
keys. | , 
While I was on my voyage to Tonquin, the old 
Queen died, and there was another queen chofen in 
“her room, but all the Oronkeys were not tor that 
election, many of them were for chufing a king, 
Four of the Oronkeys who lived more remote from 
the court, took up arms to oppole the new queen 
and the reft of the Oronkeys, and brought five or 
fix thoufand men againft the city ; and thus ftood 
the ftate of affairs, even when we arrived here, and | 
a good while after. This army was on the eaft fide 
of the river, and had all the country on that fide, 
and fo much of the city alfo, a» is on that fide the 
river, under their power; but the queen’s palace 
and the main part of the city, which ftands on the 
_ weft fide, held out ftoutly. The river is wider, 
fhallower, and more fandy at the city, than any 
where elfe near it; yet not fordable at low water. 
Therefore for the better communication from one 
oR hie we ae 
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fide to the other, there are ferry-boats to carry oa | 
fengers to and fro. In other places the banks are 
fteep, the river more rapid, and in moft places ven 
muddy ; ; fo that this place, juft at the city itfelf,.is’ 
the moft convenient to tran{port men or goods from | 
one fide.to the other. 
It was not far from this place the army lay, as 
if they deficned to force their paflage here. The 
queen ’s party, to oppofe them, kept a {mall guard 
of foldiers juft at the landing-place. The Shaban- 
der of Achin had a tent fet t up there, he being the 
chief-manager of her affairs; and for the more fe- 
curity, he had two or three “fmall. brat is ouins of, a8 
minion bore planted by his tent all the day, with: 
their muzzles againft the river. In the evening 
there were two or three great trees draw by an ele- 
_phant,. and placed by me fide. of the’ river, fora 
barricado again{t the enemy ; and then the brafs 
guns were drawn from the Shabander’s rent, which © 
‘ftood not far from it, and planted juft behind the 
trees, on the rifing bank; fo that they looked over © 
the trees, and they might fire over, or into the ri- 
ver, if the enemy, approached. When the barricado 
was thus made, and the guns planted, the ferry 
boats paffed no more from fide to fide,, till the next. 
morning. Then you fhould hear the foldiers cal- 
ling to each other , not in menacing language, but 
as thole who defired peace and quietnels, afking 
why they would not agree, why they could not be 
of one mind, and why they fhould defire to fall 
_ One another. ‘This was the cone all the night long, 
in the morning ¢ as foon as fun was. rifen, the wns : 
were drawn again to the Shabander’s tent,. and thes 
trees were drawn afide, to open the paflage: from one 
fide to the other; and every man then went. freely 
about his bufinefs, as if all had been as. quiet agi 
ever, only the Shabander and lis guard ftaid fill 
in 
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in their ftations. So that there was not any fign 
of wars, but in the night only, when all {tood to 
their arms; and then the town’s people feemed to 
be in fear, and fometimes we fhould have a rumour 
that the enemy would certainly make an attempt to 
come over. 7 ae 
While thefe ftirs lafted, the Shabander fent to’ 
all the foreigners, and defired them to keep in their 
own houfes in the night, and told them, that what- 
ever might happen in the city by their own civil 2 
broils, yet no harm fhould come to them. Yet 
fome of the Portuguefe, fearing the worft, would 
every night put their richeft goods into a boat, 
ready to take their flight on the firft alarm. ‘There 
were at this time not above two or three Englifh 
families in the town, and two Englith fhips, and 
one Dutch fhip, befides two or three Moors fhips - 
of the Mogul’s fubjects, in the road. One of the 
Englifh fhips was called the Nellegree ; the name 
taken from Nellegree hills in Bengal, as I have 
‘heard; fhe came trom the bay of Bengal, laden 
with rice, cotton, &c. the other was the Dorothy 
of London, captain Thwait commander, who came _ 
from Fort St. George, and was bound to Bencoult 
~ with foldiers, but touched here, as well to fell fome 
- goods, as to bring a prefent to the queen from our 
Eaft India company. Captain Thwait, according 
to cuftom went with his prefent to the queen, which 
fhe accepted; and complemented him with the 
ufual civilities of the country, for to honour him 
he was fet upon an elephant of the queen’s to ride 
to his lodgings, dreffed in a Malayan habit which 
fhe gave him ; and fhe fent alfo two-dancing girls, 
to fhew him fome paftime there, and I faw them at 
his lodgings that evening, dancing the greateft part 
of the night, much after the fame manner as the 
dancing women of Mindanao, rather writhing their 
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hands and bodies with feveral antic geftures, tha 
moving much out of the place they were in. og 
had at this time about twenty great jars of Bengal 
butter, made of buffaloes milk, and this butter is 
faid alfo to have lard or hogs fat mixt with it, and _ A 
rank enough in thele hot countries, though much =~ 
efteemed by all the Achinele, who give a good 
price for it, and our Englifh alfo ufe it. Each-of 
the jars this came in, contained twenty or thirty 
gallons, and they were fet in Mr, Drifcal’s yard at 
‘Achin; what other goods the captain brought J 
know not. pm cae 
But not long after this, he being informed, that — 
the Moors merchants refiding here had carried offa 
great treafure on board their fhips, in order to re- 
turn with it to Surrat, and our company having 
now wars with the Great Mogul, captain Thwait. > 
in the evening drew off all his feamen, and feized 
on one.of the Moor’s fhips, where he thought the 
treafure was. The biggett he let alone; fhe wasa © 
‘fhip that one captain Conftant took intheroadfome 
time before, and having plundered her, he gave t 
her to the queen, of whom the Moors bought her — 
again. “Ihe Moors merchants had {peedy notice of — 
this ation of captain, Thwait, and they prefently — 
made their application to the queen for fatistaction: — 


queen, | 1s 
imprifoned, as fome Fnghfhmen had been while [ 
was at Tonquin, on the like feore. Indeed I had 
at this time’ great caufe to be afraid of a prifon, ber 
vi | ing | 
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ing fick of a flux; fo that a prifon would have gone 
near to have killed me; yet | think it fared not 
much better with me, for the fhips I fled to afford- 
ed me but little comfort ; for I knew not a man on 
board the Dorothy, and could expect no comfort 
there. So I and the reft went on board the Nelli- 
gree, where we could more reafonably expect re- 
lief, than in a fhip that came from England ; for 
thefe which come fo long a voyage, are jult vic- 
-tualled for the fervice, and the feamen have every 
one their {tinted allowance, out of which they have 
little enough to fpare to ftrangers. 

But tho’ there were vidtuals enough on board thé 
Nelligree, yet fo weak as I then was, I had more mind 
to rett myfelf than to eat; and the thip was fo pefter- 
ed with goods, that I could not find a place to hang 
up my hammock in. Therefore it being fair weather, 
I made a fhift to lie in the boat that I came on 
board in. My flux was violent, and I flept but lit- 
tle; fo Thad the opportunity of obferving the moon 
totally eclipfed, had I beenin a condition to obferve 
‘any thing, As foon as I perceived the moon tobe 
eclipfed, I gazed at it indeed as I lay, till it was 
totally obfcured, which was a pretty while; but £ 
was fo little curious, that I remembered not fo 
much as what day of the month it was, and I kept 
no journal of this voyage, as I did of my other, 
only kept an account of feveral particular remarks 
and obfervations as they, occurred to me. I lay 
three or four days thus in this boat, and the peo- 
ple of the fhip were fo kind as to provide me with 
necefflaries ; and by this time the Moors had got a 
pais from the Dutch captain then in the road, for 
four or five hundred dollars; as I was then told, 
and captain Thwait delivered them their fhip again; 
but what terms he made with them, I know not. 
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Thus that fray was over, and we came afhore a- 
sain, recovered of the fright we had been in. Ina 


{hort time alfo after this, the Achinefe all agreedto 


own the new queen, and fo the war ended without 
any bloodfhed. | 

T was perfuaded to wafh in the river, mornings 
and evenings, for the recovery of my health; and: 
though it feemed ftrange to me before I tried it, yet 
T found fo much comfort in the firft trial, that F 
conitantly applied myfelf to it. 


then I ftooped down and found the water fo cool 
and refrefhing to my body, that [ was always loth 
to go out again. Then I was fenfible that my 
bowels were very hot, for I found a great heat 
within me, which I found refrefhed by the cool wa- 
ter. My food was falt-fith broiled, and boiled rice 
mixed with tire. Tire is fold about the ftreets there, 
it is chick fower milk. 


falt-fifh and rice is binding, 


and milk of almonds. 

But to return to the ftate of Achin, before I oom 
off from it] fhall add this fhort account of the fea-— 
fons of the year there, that their weather is much 


their dry feafons, rains, and land floods come much © 


at the fame time as at Tonquin, and other places i : 


I went into the ri-  ~ 
ver, till the water was as high as my wafte, and 


It is very cooling, and the © 
therefore this is thought — 
there the proper food for the common people, when — 
they have fluxes. But the richer fort will have fago, q 
which is brought to Achin from other countries, a 


of north latitude. Only as Achin lies within a few © 
degrees of the line, fo upon the fun’s crofling the © 


line in March, the rains begin a little fooner there 7 


than in countries nearer the tropick of Cancer; and — 
when they are once fet-in, they are as violent there _ 
as any where. JI have feen it rain there for two or 


three days without intermiffion, and the river run- ~ 


ne 
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ning but-a fhort courfe, its head not lying very far 
within land, it foon overflows, and a great part of 
the ftreet of the city, fhall en a fudden be all under 
water, at which’ time people row up and down the 
ftreets in canoes. ‘That fide of the city, towards 
the river efpecially, where the foreign merchants 
live, and which is lower ground, is frequently un- 
der water in the wet feafon , a thip’s long-boat has 
come up to the very gate of our Enelifh tactory 
Jaden with goods, which at other times is ground 
dry enough, at a good diftance from the river, and 
moderately railed above it. I did not find the heat 
there any thing different from other places in that 
latitude, though I was there both in the wet and 
dry feafon. *Tis more fupportable than at Tonquin, 
_ and they have conftantly the refrefhment of fea and 
and breezes every twenty-four hours. 


CHAP. XXXII. 
His return to, and defcription of, Malacca. 


A, S foon as I was pretty well recovered, I was 
{-\ thip’d mate of the floop that came from Ma- 
lacca with us, which Mr. Wells had fold to captain 
Tyler, who lately come from Siam, and was fent 
on board to take pofleffion of her, about the begin- 
ning of May, 1689. He who was. defigned to 
command her came to Achin mate of the Nellegrees 
and we were now to go to Pegu; but before the 
middle of June he left the employ, being fick, and 
loth to go at this dead time of the year to Pegu, be- 
caufe the weftern wind was fet in ftrong, and the 
coaft of Pegu is low land, and we were both un- 
acquainted on the coaft. J was then made com- 
mander, and took in goods in order to depart for 
that coaft. In the mean time Mr. Coventry ar- 
rived in his fhip from the coaft of Coromandel 
Jaden with rice, and a {mall veflgl belonging to cap- 
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tain Tyler came alfo from Merga, much about the D 


fame time. | . ; | 
This laft fhip had been at Merga a confiderable 


time, having been feized on by the Siamele, and 


all the men imprifoned, for fome difference that 


happened between the Englifh and them. Neither 
was a prifon then thought hard ufage by them, for 
during the havock that was made of the Englith, 
many of thofe who lived at Merga were maffacred. 


Thofe who were imprifoned were kept there till all 


the Englith who lived at the city of Siam, on the 
other fide of the kingdom, withdrew from thence ; 


and then thefe men had their liberty reftored allo, — 
and their Ship given them, but no goods, nor fa- 


tisfaction for their lofles, nor fo much as a compais 
to bring with them, and but little provifion, yet 


here they fately arrived. This being a better fhip 


than that I was gone on board of, captain Tyler 
immediately fitted her up for the fea, in order to 
fend her to Pegu. 

By this tire my veffel was loaden, and my cargo 
was eleven thoufand cocoa-nuts, five or fix hun- 


dred weight of fugar, and half a dozen chefts of 


drawers of Japan work; two were very large, de- 
figned for a prelent to the king. Befides this, cap- 


tain Tyler, for fo we ufed to call him, tho’ he was 


only a merchant, faid he intended to fend. a good 
quantity of gold thither, by which he expected to 
gain fixty or feventy per cent; for by report the 
king of Pegu had lately built a very magnificent 


pagoda, and was guilding it very richly with gold; 
befides he was making a large image of mafly gold 


for the chief pagod of this temple. By this means 
gold was rifen in its value here ; and Achin being. 


a place abounding in that metal, much of it had — 


already been fent thither from thence, and more was 
going in other veiiels, belonging to the Moors of 
aK _ Achin, 
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Achin, befides what captain Tyler defigned to fend. 

It was now about the middle of Aueuft; and 
tho’ I was ready to fail, yet I was ordered to ftay 
for captain Tyler’s other veffel, till fhe had taken’ 
in her lading, which was daily fent off. Her cargo 
alfo was cocoa-nuts, and fhe had about eight or 
nine thoufand already on board; when I received 
an order from captain Tyler to hale aboard of her, 
and put all my cargo into her; as alfo all my wa- 


ter cafks, and whatever elfe I could fpare that they 


wanted; but withal he defired me to be fatisfied, 
and told me I fhould in a fhort time be fent to fea, 
but that fhip being the largeft, he thought it more 


‘convenient to difpatch her firft. I prefently did as 


I was ordered, and finding that I fhould not go this 
voyage, I fold alfo my {mall cargo, which confift- 


ed only of fome cocoa-nuts, and about one hun- 


dred nutmegs, which had the fhells on as they grew 
on the trees. I bought all that I could meet with 
in the town, and paid about three pence a piece, 
and expected to have had twelve pence a piece for 
them at Peeu, where they are much eiteemed if the 
fhells be on, for elfe they don’t value them. 

About this time the George, a great Englith fhip 
belonging to one Mr, Dalton, arrived here from the 
city of Siam, coming thro’ the ftreights of Malacca. 
He had been there fome years, trading to and fro’, 
and had made very profitable voyages ; but the late 
revolution that happened there by the death of the 


king, and the unhappy fate of my lord Falcon, 


' 


caufed the Englith to withdraw from thence. The 
French were all fent away fome months before, be- 


‘ing not fuffered to ftay in the kingdom ; but before 


this fhip came from thence, the broils of ftate were 
aver, for the new king being fettled, all tumults, 
which commonly arife in thefe countries at the death 
ef the king, were appeafed. The Englifh were 

x2 then 


4 


\ 


318 The Vovacrs and ApventuREs of 


then defired to ftay there, and thofe who had yield- 
ed up their places and offices, were even entreated 
to accept them again, for they owned that they had: 
all ferved the nation faithfully. But a little while. 
qetore the revolution, the governor of Fort St. 7 
George fent for all the Englith from thence parti- 
cularly, and trom the fervice of all other Indian a 
princes, to come and ferve the Eaft India company = 
at the Fort, or where elfe. they fhould fend them. 
For that reafon they all came away with Mr. Dal-_ 
ton, and he, in kindnefs to‘his countrymen, refufed. 
to take in goods or freight, becaufe he would have 
room enough for their paffage, and for their houfe- ~ 7 


hold furniture ; for here were fome families of men, a 
women, and children. } 

They were a long time in coming from Siam to. i 
Achin, becaufe they were againft the monfoon; | 
and in their paflage they touched at Malacca, and = 


when they arrived at Achin, Mr. Dalton wentafhore 
and hired a houfe, as did alfo mofk of his paffen- 
gers; and among the reft captain Minchin, who 
had formerly ferved the Eaft India company at 
Surat, but on fome difguft left that place and came 
to Siam. There he was made gunner of a fort, and © 
maintained his wife and family very well in that 7 

| employ, till the revolution there, and the compa- 
nies orders came and called him from thence. He 
cing now deftitute of employment, the merchants 
there thought of making him commander of the 
veffel that I was in, becaufe captain Tyler was 
minded to fell part of her. Accordingly they met 
about it, and the veffel was divided into four parts, a 
three of which were purchafed by Mr. Dalton, Mr. 
Coventry, and captain Minchin, and captain Tyler : 
kept the fourth. The next day captain Minchin | 
came off, with an order to me, to deliver him the a 
poflefiion of the fhip, and told me, that if I liked 


to 
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to go his mate, I might ftill keep on board till they 
had agreed on a voyage. I was forced to fubmit, 


3 


and accepted a mate's employ under captain Minch- 
in. It was not long before we were ordered for 
Malacca to buy eoods there. We carried no goods 
with us, befides three or four hundred pounds of © 
opium. | 
“Tt was about the middle of September, 1689, 
when we failed from Achin. We were four white 
men in the veffel, the captain and Mr. Coventry, 
who went fupercargo, myfelf and the boatfwain. 
For common feamen we had feven or eight Moors 5 
and generally in thefe country fhips, the white men 
are all officers. Two days after we left Achin, be- 
ing becalmed under the fhore, we came to an an= 
chor. Not long after, a fhip coming in from fea- 
ward, came to an anchor about two miles a head of 
us, Mr. Coventry knew her to be a Danifh fhip 
belonging to Trangambar, -and therefore we hoifted. 
out our boat, and thought to have fpoken with 
her; but a fmall breeze {pringing up, they weighed. 
their anchors, and went away ; neither would they 
fpeak with us, tho’ we made figns for them to flay. . 
We weighed alfo and jogged on after them, but 
they failed better than we. We met little winds 
and calms, fo that *twas feven or eight days before 
we got as far as Diamond-point, which is about 
forty leagues from Achin. | : 
Being about four leagues fhort of that point, 
caprain Minchin defired me to fet the land, and 
withal prick the card, and fee what courfe we ought 
to keep all night ; for it was now about fix o’clock, 
and we had a fine gale at W. S. W. our courfe yet 
being E. S. E. | 
After I had fet the land, I went into the cabin 
to look over the draught, to fee what courfe we 
mutt fteer after we came about the point. Mr. 
xX 4 Coventry 
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felf, he afked me what courfe we muft fteer. [I 


told him EF, S. E. till twelve o'clock, if the gale . 


ftood, and then we might hale more foutherly. He 


feemed to be ftartled at it, and told me, that the 
captain and he had been pricking the card, and 
thought that a S. E. or S.. Ee by &; courfe would - 
I faid it was a good _ 
courfe to run afhore; he argued long with me, but | 
T perfifted in my opinion, and when I told captain — 
Pre- 
fently after this we had a pretty {trong tornado out’ 
of the S. W. which obliged us to hand our top-fail, | 
‘When the ftrefs of the weather was over, we fet 
our fails again, and went into fupper, and ordered ' 
the man at the helm not to come to the fouthward ° 
of the E.S.E. We ftaid in thé cabin till about. 
eight o’clock, and then went out to fet the watch. 
it was now very dark, by reafon of a thunder cloud | 
that hung rumbling over the land; yet by the’ 
flafhes of lightning we plainly faw the land, right 
I was much furprized, and ran into: 
the fieerage to look on the compafs, and found that 


do very well at eight o’clock. 


Minchin my opinion, he was well fatisfied. 


ahead of us. 


we were fteering S. S, E. inftead of E. S. E. I clape 


the helm a ftarboard, and brought her to N. E, by 
E. N. E. and we very narrowly efcaped being cait 


away. 


When we firft went to fupper, we were three’ 


leagues off land, and then E.S.E. was a good courfe, 


the land lying E.S. E parallel with our courfe. bat 
then the man at the helm miftaking his compafs, 


fteer’d S. S. E. which runs right in upon the fhore. - 


I believe we had alfo fome counter current, or tide 
that help’d us in, for we were quickly got into a 


bay withing the points of land ; {fo that it was now 


abfolutely neceffary to fteer northerly to get out of 
the bay; and by this time Mr. Coventry was fatis-. 


Coventry followed me, and when I had fatisfied my 


he 
| 
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fied with what I told him in the evening, and was 
convinced of his error. I[ undertook to ‘direat the 
man at the helm, and the wind continuing, I kept 
off till cen o'clock; then I fteered E.S. E. till 
twelve, and then haled up S. S. E and in the morn- 
ing we were about four leagues S. E. from Dia- 
mond- -point, and about three leagues to the north 
of an ifland. 

The land from hence lying S. S. E. we fteered 
fo, but meeting with calms again, we anchored fe- 
veral times before we came to the river of Dilly, 
which is twenty-eight leagues from Diamond- - point. 
The land between “Gane to be uneven, moit of it 
pretty high, and very woody ; and it is faid that all 
this country, as far as the river Dilly, is under the 
queen” of Achin. 

About a leacue before we came to that river, be- 
ing within two miles of the fhore, we faw the wa- 
ter of a muddy grey colour, and tafting it, found it 
to be fweet. Therefore we prefently filled fome of 
our water cafks; and it is an ordinary thing in fe-— 
veral places to take up frefh water at fea, “againtt 
the mouth of fome river, where it floats above the’ 
_ dalt-water ; but we muft dip but a little way down, 

for fomretinies if the bucket goes but a foot deep, it 
takes up falt water with the freth. 

In the evening we had a fine land-breeze, with 
which we ran along the fhore, keeping on a wind, 
and founding every now and then. At lait we were. 
got among thé fhoals, at the mouth of that river, 
and puzzled to get out again. ‘The river is in lat, 
gid. tom. Ne lt feems to be very large, ‘but it is 
not very well known, but only to the natives, who 
inhabit near it; and they are not very fociable, but 
are, by report, a fort of pirates living onrapin. In 
the morning we faw a fail ftanding off to an ifland 
called Pulo Verero, lying in lat. 3-d. 30 m. N. 
feven 
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feven leagues from the mouth of the river Dilly. 9 
Having a fair wind, we ftood after them, intend-— 
ing to wood and water at Pulo Verero. For though 
we took no frefh water the evening beiore out of 
the fea, yet at the river of Dilly it was brackith, for 
though the frefh water is born up by the falt, and 
it might be entire without mixture, yet by plung- 
ing of the bucket fomewhat too low, we might pro- 


bably take up fome of the falt water with it. ‘They 


came to an anchor, about two or three o’clock in 
the afternoon, but the wind flackened, and it was 
eight o’clock at night before came thither. We an- 
chored about a mile from them, and prefently 
hoifed out our boat to go on board, for we judged 
that this was the Danih fhip, we faw when we came 
firtt from Achin. I went in the boat, becaule Mr. 
Coventry told me, that Mr, Coppenger was fur- 
geon of her, the fame perfon who was with me in 
the boat when I was fet afhore at the Nicobar ifles, 
but was not fuffered to flay with me. Mr, Coven- 
try was now In the boat with me, and we went and 
haled the fhip, afking whence fhe came ? and who 
was commander? they anfwered they were Danes 
from Trangambar, for it was the fhip we took it to 
be. Then they afked who we were ? I anfwered, - 
Englifh from Achin, and that Mr. Coventry was 
in the boat, but they would not believe it till Mr. 
Coventry fpoke, and the captain knew his voice ; 
neither did they till then believe we were friends ; 
for they had every man his gun in his hand, ready 
to fire onus, if we had gone on board without 
haling, as Mr. Coventry would have done, in con- 
fidence that they knew him, had not I diffuaded 
him. For it feems they were extremely afraid of 
us, infomuch that the commander, feeing us fol- 
low them in the morning, would not have touched 
at thefe iflands, tho’ he was in great want of water ; 
ang 
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and had not his black merchants fallen before him 

on. their knees, and even prayed him to take pity 
on them, they had not anchored here. “UVhefe mer- 
chants were inhabitants of Trangambar on the coatt 
of Coromandel. They having no fhips of their 
own, when the Danes fit out a “thip, on any voyage 
that they are inclined to, thefe Moors are obliged 
to join ftock with them, and they firft make an of- 


fer of it to them as a kindnefs ; and the Moors be- 


ing generally defirous of trade, frequently accept 
of ic almoft on any terms 3 but fhou!d they be un- 
willing, yet dare they not refufe, for fear of difo- 
bliginge the Danes, who are lords of the place. In 
this fhip I found Mr. Coppinger ; and he was the 
firft that I had feen of all the company that left me 
a the Nicobar iflands. The next morning we fi- 
led our water and weigh’d again, the Dane being 
gone a little before. Se was bound to Jihore to 
Toad pepper, but intended to touch at Malacca, as 
moft fhips do that pafs thefe ftreights. He alfo 
failed better than we, and therefore left us to follow 
him. 

We ftood on yet neareft the Sumatra fhore, till 
we came in fight of Pulo Aru, in lat. 3 d.2m.N. 
Thefe are feveral iflands lying S. E. by E. eafterly 
from Pulo Verero, about thirty two leagues diftant. 
Thefe iflands are good marks for fhips bound thro’ 
the ftreights; for when they bear S. E. at three or 
four leagues diftance, you may fteer away E, by S. 
for the Malacca fhore, from whence you then may 
be about twenty leagues. The firft land you will 
fee is Pulo Parfalore, which is a high peeked hill in 
the country, on the Malacca coaft; which ftanding 
by itfelf amidft a low country, it appears like an 
ifland, tho’ I know not whether it is really one, for 
it ftands fome miles within the fhore of the conti- 
nent of Malacca. It is a very remarkable hill, and 
the 
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the only fea mark for feamen to guide themfelves 
through certain fands that lie near the main; and 
if it is thick hazy weather, and the hill obfcured, 
pilots, unlefs they are very knowing in the found- 
ings, will hardly vencure in; for the channel is not 
above a league wide, and there are large fhoals on 
each fide. hele fhoals lie ten leagues from Pulo 


Arii, and continue till within two or three of the 


Malacca fhore. in the channel there is twelve or 
fourteen fathom water, but you may keep in feven 
or eight fathom on either fide; and founding all 
the way, you may pafs on without danger. = 929) 
We had a good gale at weft, which brought us 
in fight of Pulo Parfalore ; and fo we kept found- 
ing till we came within the fhore, and then we had 
the town of Malacca about eighteen leagues diftant 
From us, to the S. E. by E. Being fhot over to 
the Malacca fhore, there is a good wide channel to 
failin, having the fhoals on one fide, and the Jand 
on the other; to which laft you may come as near 
as you fee convenient, for there is water enough, 
and good anchoring. | 
here; the flood fets to the eaftward, and the ebb 
to the weit; and therefore when there is little wind. 
and fhips cannot {tem the tide, they commonly an- 
chor. But we being in with the Malacca fhore, 
had a wefterlyv wind, which brought us before Ma- 


lacca town, about the middle of Oétober ; and — 
here 1 firft heard that king William and queen Ma- 


ry were crowned king and queen of England. The 
Dane that leit us at Pulo Verero was not yet ar- 
rived ; for, as we afterwards underftood, they could 
not find the way through the fands, but were fore’d 
io keep along without them, and fetch a great 
compa{s about, which retarded their paflage. 
Malacca is a pretty large town, of about two or 
three hundred families of Dutch and Portuguefe, 
: ene many 


% 
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many of which are a mixt breed between thofe na- 
tions. ‘There are alfo many of the native Malayans 
inhabiting in {mall cottages on the fkirts of the town. 
The dutch houfes are built with ftone, and the 
ftreets are wide and ftraight, but not paved. At 
the north weft of the town, there is a wall and gate 
to pafs in and out, and a {mall fort always guarded 
with foldiers. The town flands on a level low 
ground, clofe by the fea. The land on the back- 
fide of the town feems to be moraffy, and on the 
weit fide, without the wall, there are. gardens of 
fruits and herbs, and fome fair Dutch houfes; but 
that quarter is chiefly the habitation cf the Malay- 
ans. Qn the eaft fide of the town, there is a {mall 
river, which at a {pring tide will admit {mall barks 
to enter. About one hundred paces from the fea 
there is a draw-bridge, which leads from the midft 
of the town to a ftrong fort, built on the ealt fide 
of the river. 

This is the chief fort, and is built on a low level 
ground, clofe by the fea, at the foot of a little fteep 
hill. Its form is femicircular, according to the na- 
tural pofition of the adjacent hill. It fronts chiefly 
to the fea, and having its foundation on firm rocks, 
the walls are carried up to a good height, and of a 
confiderable thicknefs. The low parts of it is wafh- 
ed by the fea every tide. On the back of the hill, 
the land being naturally low, there is a very large 
~ moat cut from the fea to the river, which makes, 
the whole an ifland ; and that back part is ftocka- 
doed round with great trees, fet upon end; fo that 
there is no entering when once the draw-bride is 
haled up. On the hill, within the fort, flands a 
{mall church, big enough to receive all the towns 
people, who come hither on Sundays to hear di- 
vine fervice: and on the main, beyond the fort, 
the Malayans are allo feated clofe by the fea. ie 
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The firt Europeans who fettled here were ‘the 
Portuguefe. They alfo built the great fort; but 
whether they moated round the hill, and made an 
ifland of the {pot of ground, I -know ‘not, nor 
what expences have been beftowed on it fince to 
make it defenceable, nor what other alterations 
have been made ; but the whole building feems to 
be pretty ancient, and that part of it which fronts 
to the fea, was, in all probability, built by the Por- 
auguefe ; for there are ftill the marks of the con- 
querors fhot on the walls. It is a place fo naturally 
ftrong, that | even wonder how they could be beat 
out: but when I confider what’ other places they. 
then loft, and their mifmanagements, I am‘ the lets 
furprized at it. The Portuguefe were the firft dif- 
coverers by fea of the Eaft Indies, and had thereby. 
the advantage of trade with thefe rich Eaftern peo- 
ple, as alfo an opportunity thro’ their wealcnefs to 
fettle themfelves where they pleafed. ‘Therefore 
they made fettlements and forts among them in di- 
vers places of India, as here for one ; “and prefum- 
ing upon the ftrength of their forts, they infulted 
over the natives; and being grown rich with trade, 
they fell to all manner of loolenefs and debauchery, 
the ufual concomitant of wealth, and as commonly 
the fore-runner of ruin. The Portuguefe at this 
place, by report, made ufe of the native women at 
their pleafure, whether virgins or martied'women ; 
fuch as they liked they took without controle: and | 
it is probable, they as little reftrained their luft in 
other places, for the breed of them is fcattered all! 
over India; neither are there any people of more 
different complexions than of that race, even from 
the coal black to a light tawney. Thete injuries 
exafperated the native “Malayans here, who joining 


with the Dutch, as I have been informed, found 


means to betray to them their infolent matters the 
 Portu- 
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Portuguefe; than whom there are not a more def- 
_ picable people now in all the Eaftern nations; and 
of all they once poffefs’d, they have now only Goa 
left, of any place of confequence. The Dutch are 
now mafters of moft of the places they once had 
poffeffion of, and particularly Malacca. 
_ Malacca is a place of no great trade, yet there 
are feveral Moors merchants always refiding here. 
Thefe have fhops of wares, fuch as come from Su- 
fat, and the coaft of Coromandel and Bengal. The 
Chinefe alfo are feated here, who bring the com- 
modities of their country hither, efpecially tea, fu- 
garcandy, and other {weetmeats. Some of them 
keep tea houfes, where for a ftiver a man has near 
a pint of tea, and a little porrenger of fugarcandy, 
or othe: fweetmeats, if he pleafes. Others of them 
are butchers ; their chieh flefh is pork, which you 
may have very reafonably, either frefh or falted ; 
neither are you defired to take any particular piece, 
but they will cut a piece at one place, and the like 
at another, either fat or lean, as you would have it. 
Others among thefe Chinefe are trades people; and 
they are all in general very induftrious, but withal 
extraordinary gamefters; and if they can get any 
to play with them, all bufinefs muft fubmit to that. 
This town is plentifully ftored with fifh alfo. 
‘When the fifhermen come in, they all refort toa 
place built purpofely for the fale of them. There 
are foldiers waiting, who take the beft for the of-. 
ficers of the fort. Whether they pay for it, or that 
it is a toll or cuftom belonging to the governor I 
know not; but after they are ferved, the reft are 
fold to any who will buy. The manner of felling 
it is thus; tke fifh which every man brings in is 
forted, yet all fold by the lump at once in the man- 
her of an outcry or auction, but not by raifing but 
lowering the price; for there is one appointed for 
: the 
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this fale, who fets the firtt price higher than the 
value of the fith, and falls by degrees, till the price 
feems reafonable ; then one or ‘other buys. But 
thefe firft bargains are commonly bought by the 
filh-wives, who retail them out again. Oytters are 
in great plenty here, and very good when they are 
dalt, but fometimes they are frefh and unfavoury. 

As for other provifions, their rice is brought to 
them from abroad. Such fruits as they have are 
much the fame as,I have already defcribed and are 
proper to the climate, as plantains, bonanoes, pine- 
apples, oranges, water-melons, pumplenofes, man- 
go's, &c. bree ee are but only in their gardens, in 
no great plenty; and the country 1s all covered 
with wood, like one foreft, and moft of our walk-_ 
ing canes ued 3 in England, are brought from thence. 
They have alfo a few cattle, bullocks, and horfes, 
&c. having but little pafturage, but good ftore of © 
tame fowl, ducks, and poultry. The principal — 
perfon in the town is the fhabander, a Dutchman, 
next in power to the governor, who lives in the 
fort, and meddles not with trade, which is the fha- 
bander’s province, who feems to be chiefly concern- 
ed about the cuftoms of goods. 

This town has no oreat trade, by what I could 
fee, but it feems to be ‘defignedly built to command 
the paflage of fhipping, going this way to the more 
ealtern nations. Not but that fhips may pafs far 
enough out of the reach of their cannon, but guard- 
fhips “belonging to the town, and lying in the road, 
may hinder others from pafling. How the Portus 
guefe managed their affairs I know not; but the 
Dutch commonly keep a guardfhip here, and. I. 
have been cold they require a certain duty of all 
veflels that pafs this way, the Englifh only excepted, 
tor all fhips touch at this place, efpecially for wood, 
water, and refrefhment. 

‘Two 
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‘Two days after our arrival here, the Danith thip 
came alfo to an anchor; but reporting that they 
were bound to Jihore, to load pepper, the Dutch 
told them it was but in vain for them to feek a 
trade there, for that the King of Jihore had agreed 
with the Dutch to trade only, with them, and chat 
to fecure that trade, they had a guardfhip lying 
there. J had this account from the furgeon, Mr. 
Coppinger, who feemed a little concerned at it; 
becaule when he told me this, he could not tell 
whether they fhould proceed thither or no; but 
they did go thither, and found all this a fham, and 
traded there to their own and the natives fatistac: 
tion, as he toid me the next time I met him. This 
of Jihore being but a {mall kingdom on the fame 
Malacca coaft, ’tis not of ftrength fufficient to re- 
fit the power of the Dutch; etian could it bene- 
fit the Dutch to take it, fhould they attempt it, for 
the people would probably forfake it, and it would 
e too great a charge for the Dutch to fettle it 
themfelves. And therefore they only endeavour to 
ingrofs the pepper trade, and it is probable enough 
that the Dutch might fometimes keep a guardfhip 
there, as they do at other places, particularly at 
Queda Pulo Dindin, &c. for where there is any 
trade to be had, yet not fufficient to maintain a 
factory, of where there may not be a convenient 
place to build a fort, fo as to fecure the whole trade 
to themfelves, wh fend their guardfhips, which 
lying at the mouths of the rivers, deter flrangers 
from coming thither, and keep the petty princes in 
awe of them. They commonly make a thew as if 
they did this out of kindnefs to thofe people, yet 
moft of them know otherwife, but dare not openly 
relent it. This probably caufes fo many petty rob- 
beries and piracies as are committed by the Malayans 
on this coaft, The Malayans, who inhabit on both 
No. 25. 8 fides 
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fides the ftreights of Malacca, are in general a bold 
people, and yet I do not find any of them addicted 
to robbery, but only the pilfering poorer fort, and 
even thefe are feverely punifhed among the trading 
Malayans, who love trade and property. But be- 
ing thus provoked by the Dutch, and hindered of 
a free trade by their guardfhips, it is probable they 
therefore commit piracies themfelves, or connive at 
and encourage thofe who do. So that the pirates 


who Jurk on this coaft, feem to do it as much to. 


revenge themfelves on the Dutch, for reftraining 
their trade, as to gain this way what they cannot 
obtain in the way of traffic. 

But to return to our concerns here, I have {aid 
already, that we had only three or four hundred 
pounds of opium in goods, the reft was in Money 
to the value of two thoufand doliars in the wholes 
but we did not pretend, that we came hither pur- 
pofely to trade, but that finding our veffel unfit for 
the fea, we put in here to mend and repair her. 
Leave was granted us for this; and I prepared to 
hale our vefiel afhore, at the weft end of the town, 
not far from the {mall fort. It is there foft oozy 
ground, near a mile off fhore, and deepens very 


leifurely, being fhoal water juft by the fhore, and 


when the tide goes out, it leaves the ooz dry a 
quarter of a mile from the fhore; but a mile from 
fhore you have clean fand, and about four fathom 
at low water. Our vefiel nt oly in clofe to the fort, 
and lay not twenty yards from it, and at low wa- 
cer it funk down into the mud; that we could not 


fit the afrer-part, as | would have done. Opium, — 


which is much ufed by the Malayans in fome places, 


was a great commodity here at this time; but it is 
‘prohibited goods, and therefore tho’ many afked for 


it, we were fhy of having it too openly known that 
we nag any. But in fhort, Mr. Coventry found a 
| cuftomer, 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 331 


cuftomer, and they found means to get it afhoer, 
while the foldiers of the fort were at dinner. The 
cuftomer was a Dutchman, and the price that he - 
was to pay for it was as much as he was worth; 
and finding it to be nought, he wouid have been 
off his bargain; and when Mr. Coventry would 
not releafe him, he abfconded. But Mr. Coventry 
havine an intereft in the fhabander, he compellde 
the man’s wife to pay for the opium, under the 
name of gold, for fo Mr. Coventry called it. The 
fhabander chid Mr. Coventry for fmuggling with 
an inferior, when he might have done it better with 
him; but ftood his friend in compelling the wo- 
man, tho’ unjuftly, to pay for the opium. I faw 
this Dutchman on board his own veffel, when he 
had bought the opium, and he was very penfive 
and fad. He had a pretty fine houfe without the 
gates, and a garden, which maintained his family 
with pot-herbs, fallading, and fruits, befides fome 
_ for the market. This was managed by his wife, 
and he himfelf had two floops, and either employ= 
ed them, in trading among the Malayans for pep- 
per, carrying them fuch commodities as they want- 
ed, efpecially opium, or by hiring himfelf. and 
floop to the Dutch Eaft India company, to go whi- 
ther they would fend him. It was not long fince he 
had been at the fpice iflands with rice, which he 
fold at a profitable rate ; but he told me he was not 
fuffered to bring any {pice from thence, except eight 
or ten pounds for his own ipending; neither was 
there fo much-profit that way for him, as by tra- 
ding at home among the Malayans, either on the 
coat of Malacca or Sumatra. For though he and 
other freemen are not fuffered to trade for them- 
felves to any places where the company have facto- 
‘ries, or guardfhips, yet they could find trade e- 
nough nearer home, and by this trace the poe 

yer of 
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of Malacca pick up a good livelihood. It was om ~ 
this home trade that he was now botnd, andthe 
opiuny had been very beneficial to him, had it been 
good; but he went away and ordered his wife not | 
to pay for it, but left Mr/€oventry to take itagain, 
and upon the fhabander’s compelling her to take it 
and pay for it, fhe complained they were utterly | 
undone, for the opium, when it came to be exa- 
mined, was really very bad, and worth little or no- 
thing. 

Here Mr. Coventry bought iron bars, arack, 
canes, and rattans, wherewith we loaded our vef- 
fel, which was now fet on float agains The Dutch 
brought moft of our goods on board, and were 
more kind than I expested, for they had not ufed’ 
to trade with us, and I believe the news of our re- 
volution in England had {weetned them, for they 
often drank the konings health with us very hearti-. 
ly. While we were here we made two new cables 
of rattans, each of them four'inches about. Our — 
captain bough: the rattans, and hired a Chinefe to | 
work them, who: was very expert at making fuch 7 
wooden cables. Thefe cables I found ferviceable 7 
enough after, in mooring the vefiel with either of 7 
them, for when I carried out the anchor, the cable | 
being thrown out after me, twam hike cork in the. 
fea, TO chase Vcobidrlee when ual wi tight, which 
we cannot fo wel! difcern in our hemp cables, whofe 
weight finks them down; nor can we carry them 
out but by placing two or three boats at fome dif- 
tance afunder, to buoy up the cable, while the long 
boat rows out the anchor. To conclude with Ma- a 
lacca, our goods being all on board; we filled our 
water, and got all in readinefs for our ' departure a 
back again. 3 | y 
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CHAP.” XXXIV. 


fis return to Achin, voyage to Fort. Si. George and 
| | Bencouli, with its defcription, 


: TE flepareel from Malacca towards Achin a- 
VV bout the middle of November, 1689, Mr. 
Coventry being weary of captain Minchin’s com- 
pany, had bought a {mall veffel of feven or eicht 
tons, and loaded ‘her alfo with the fame Bind of 
goods. This he commanded himfelf, having a 
Portuguefe pilot, and three or four mariners under 
him, - Sid we fet out both fhips in company together. 

_ We had new in captain Minchin’s fhip, but two 
white men, the captain and I, the boatfwain being 
gone with Mr. Coventry ; but we took ina paffen- 
ger, one Mr. Richards an Englithman, who hav-’ 
ing lately married a Dutch woman at Malacca, 
came on board with her, to go as paflengers to A- 
chin with us. - 

We had a land wind in the morning, and arate | 
eleven o’clock had the wind at north weft, a pretty. 
{trong gale, and at twelve our fore-yard broke in. 
the middle. We made figns to Mr. Coventry to 
bear down to us, who having weighed before us, 
was a mile to windward; but he kept on, fearing 
to return, having bought his fhip there by ftealth 5 
and we therefore returned alone into the Malacca 
road.. As foon as we anchored, Mr. Richards 
was fent afhore to buy a new yard; | eave him the 

length and. bignefs. [t was evening before he came 
on board again, and brought an o id yard much too 
big and too. long for us. This piece I fhortned and 
fhaped to my mind, and by twelve o'clock at night, 
had it fix’d and flung, rige’d, and the fail bent to 
iC. 
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Then we weighed again having a fmall land wind, 


but the tide of flood was againft us, and drove us 
to the eaftward. When the ebb came we jogged 


on, and got about three leagues, anchoring when 


the flood came, becaufe the winds were againft us. 
Thus we continued plying with the ebb, and an- 
choring every flood, till we came to Pulo Parfalore, 
where the captain told me he would not go out the 
fame way we came in, as I would have perfuaded 
him, but kept the Malacca fhore aboard, and paft 
within the fhoals. But in a few hours after we ran 


upon a fhoal, driven on it by the tide of flood, 


which here fet to the eaftward, tho’ by our reckon- 
ing it fhould have been half ebb, and the flood 
fhould have fet weftward, as we had it all the reft 
of the way from Malacca, but the fhoals probably 


caufed fome whirling about of the tide. However, 


the fand we were ftruck upon was not above one 
hundred yards in circumference, and the flood ri- 
fing, we waited the time of high water, and then 
drove over it, having fent our boat to difcover how 
the fhoals lay, while our fhip was aground: Mr; 
Richards all the while being in great fear, left the 
-Malayans fhould come off in their boats and attack 
the veffel. 4 Ee: Ce ee 

We were now afloat again, and foon got without 
all the fhoals ; yet we did not ftand over to Suma- 
tra, but coafted along neareft the Malacca fhore, it 
being now moft proper for us fo to do ; for having 


the winds wefterly, we could not have beat under 
the other fhore. Two or three days after this, we 


had fight of fome iflands called Pulo Sambilong, 
which in the Malayan language fignifies nine iflands, 


there being fo many of them, lying feattering at 


unequal diftances from each other.” It was near 
one of thefe iflands that captain Minchin in a for- 
mer voyage was like to lofe his hand by a prick 
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with a cat-fifhes fin, as I have faid in my former 
vol. p. 283, and though his hand was cured, yet 
he has loft the ufe of it ever fince, and is never 
likely to regain it more. | 

We ftood in pretty near the fhore, in hopes to 
gain a frefh land wind. About ten o’clock the 
land wind came off, a gentle breeze and we coatt- 
-edalong fhore. But a fmall tornado coming off 
from the fhore about midnight, we broke our mizen 
yard, and being near a Dutch ifland called Pulo 
Dinding, we made in for it, and anchored there 
the night enfuing, and found there a Dutch floop, 
manned with abcut thirty foldiers at an anchor. 

This is a fmall ifland lying fo near the main, that 
fhips paffing by cannot know it to be an ifland. It 
is pretty high land and well watered with brooks. 
The mould is blackith, deep and fat in the lower 
ground, but the hills are fomewhat rocky, yet in 
general very woody. ‘The trees are of divers forts, 
many of which are good timber, and large enough 
for any ufe. Here are fome fir for maits and yards, 
being naturally light, yet tough and ferviceable. 
There is good riding on the eaft fide, between tne 
ifland and the main. You may come in with the 
{ea-breeze, and go out with a land wind, there is 
water enough, and a fecure harbour. 

The Dutch, who are the only inhabitants, have 
4 fort on the eaft fide, clofe by the fea, in a bend- 
ing of the ifland, which makes a {mall cove for fhips 
to anchor in. The fort is buile four fquare, with- 
out flankers or baftions, like a houfe ; every fquare 
is about ten or twelve yards. The walls are of a 
good thicknefs, made of ftone, and carried up to 
the height of about thirty feet, and covered over 


head like a dwelling houfe. There may be about 


twelve or fourteen guns in it, fome looking out 
at every fquare. Thefe guns are mounted on a 
Y 4 ftrong 
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{trong platform, made within the walls, Bi fix. 
teen let high, and there are fteps on the out fide 
to afcend to the door that opens to the platform, 
there being no other way into the fort. Here is a 
covernor and about twenty or thirty foldiers, who 

all lodge i in the fort. The foldiers have their lodg- 
ing in the platform among the guns, but the go- 
vernor has a fair chamber above it, where he lies 
with fome of the officers. About a hundred yards 
from the fort on the bay by the fea, there is a low 


timbered houfe, where the governor abides all the - 


day time. In this houfe there were two or three 


rooms for their ufe, but the chief was the gover: 
nor’s dining room. This fronted to the fea, and 


the end of it looked towards the fort. There were 


two large windows of about {even or eight feet. 


{quare, the lower part of them about four. or five 
feet from the ground. Thele windows were wont 


to be left open all the day, to let in the refrething | 


breeze, ‘but in the night, when the governor with- 
drew to the fort, they + were cloled with ftrong fhut- 


ters, and the doors made faft till the next day. The . 


continent of Malacca oppofite to the ifland, is pret- 


ty low champaign land, covered with lofty woods, 


and right againft the bay where the Dutch jore 
ftands, there is a navigable river for, jmall craft. 


The product of the country thereabouts, befides. 


rice and other eatables, is tutaneg, a fort of tin; I 


think coarfet than ours. The natives are Malay- | 


ans, who, as Ihave always obferved, are bold and 


‘treacherous ; yet the trading people are affable and 


courteous io merchants. 


‘Thele are in all re{pects, as to their religion, cu> 


ftom, and manner of living, like other Malayans, 


Whether they are governed by a king or raja, or , 


what other manner of government they live. under 


1 know not. _ They have canoes and | boats of their 


own, 


‘ 


2 ‘ 
elt all - F pet po a m 
| rk eR ieee, Se ee tee A ge Fs Mb 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 337 


own, and with thefe they fifth and traffick amonet 
themielves ; but the tin trade is that which has for- 
merly drawn merchant ftrangers thither. But tho’ 
the country might probably. yield great quantities 
of this metal, iat the natives are not only inclin- 
able, but very defirous to trade with ftrangers, yet 
are they now reftrained by the Dutch, who have 
monopolized that trade to themfelves. It was pro- 
bably for the lucre of this trade that the Dutch 
built the fort on the ifland; but this not wholly 
anfwering their ends, by reafon of the diftance be- 
tween it and the river’s mouth, which 1s about four 
or five miles, they have alfo a ‘ouardthip commonly 
lying here, and a floop with twenty or thirty armed 
men, to hinder other nations from this trade. For 
this tutaneg or tin is a valuable commodity in the 
bay of Bengal, and here purchafed reafonably, by 
giving other commodities in exchange: neither is 
this commodity peculiarly found hereabouts, but 
farcher northerly alfo on the coaft, and particularly 
in the kingdom of Queda there is much of it. The 
Dutch alfo commonly keep a guardfhip, and have 
made iome fruitlels eflays to bring that prince and 
his fubjeéts to’ trade only. with them but here over 
-againft Pulo Dinding, no ftrangers ‘dare approach 
to trade; neither may any fhip come in hither but 
with confent of the Dutch. Therefore as foon as 
we came to an anchor at the eaft end of the ifland, 
we fent our boat afhore to the governor, to dete 
leave to wood, water, and cut a new mizen-yard. 
‘He granted our requeft, and the boat returned on 
board, and brought word alfo that Mr. ae 
touch’ ‘d here to water, and went out that morning 
The next morning betimes captain Minchin fent me 
afhore to cut a yard. I applied myfel If to the go- 
vernor, and defired one of his foldiers might go 
with me, and fhew me the beft timber for that ule, 
| but 


r 
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but he excufed himfelf, and faid his foldiers were 
all bufy at prefent, but that I might go and cut any 
tree that I liked. So I went into the woods, where 
I faw abundance of very fine ftrait trees, and cut 
down fuch a one as I thought fit for my turn; and 
having cut it of a juft length, and ftripped off the 
bark, I left it ready to be fetched away, and re- 


turn’d to the fort, where I dined with the gover- 


nor. Prefently after dinner, our captain, with Mr. 
Richards and his wife came afhore, I went on board. 
The governor met them at the landing, and con- 
ducted them into the dining room I fpoke of, where 
they treated the governor with punch, made of 
brandy, fugar, and lime juice, which they brought 
with them from on board ; for here is nothing, not 


fo much as the governor’s drink, but what they 


have from Malacca: no herbs or fruit grow here, 
but all is either fetch’d from Malacca, or is brought 
by the Malayans from the main. It is not thro? 
any fterility in the foil, for that is very fat and 
fruitful ; neither is it thro’ the lafinefs of the Dutch, 
for that is a vice they are not guilty of ; but it is 
from a continual fear of the Malayans, with whom 
tho’ they have a commerce, yet they dare not truft 
them fo far, as to range about the ifland in any 
work of hufbandry, or indeed to go far from the 
fort, for there only they are fate. But to return to 
the governor, he, to retalliate the captain’s and 
Mr. Richard’s kindnefs, fent a boat out to fith, to 
get fome better entertainment for his guefts, than 
the fort yielded at prefent. About four or five 
o'clock, the boat returned with a good difh of fith. 
Thefe were immediately drefs’d tor fupper, and the 


boat was fent out again to get more, for Mr. Rich- — 


ards and his lady to carry on board withthem. In 
the mean time the ‘ood was brought into the din- 
ing-room, and placed on the table, The difhes 


and 
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and plates were of filver, and there was a filver 
punch bowl full of liquor. The governor, his guefts, 
and fome of his officers were feated, but juft as they 
began to fall to, one of the foldiers cried out, Ma- 
layans, and fpoil’d the entertainment ; for immedi- 
ately the governor, without {peaking a word, leap’d 
out of one of the windows, to get as foon he could 
to the fort. His officers followed, and all the fer- 
vants that attended were foon in motion. Every one 
of them took the neareft way, fome out of the 
windows others out of the doors, leaving the three 
guetts by themfelves, who foon followed with all 
the hafte they could make, without knowing the 
meaning of this fudden confternation of the gover- 
nor and his people. But by that time the captain, 
Mr. Richards and his wife were got to the fort, the 
governor, who was arrived before, ftood at the 
door to receive them. As foon as they were entered 
the fort, the door was fhut, and all the foldiers and 
fervants being within already ; nor was any man 
{uffered to fetch away the victuals, or any of the 
plate : but they fired feveral guns to give notice to 
the Malayans that they were ready for them; but 
none of them came on. For this uproar was occa~ 
fioned by a Malayan canoe full of armed men, that 
lay fculking under the ifland, clofe by the fhore ; 
and when the Dutch boat went out a fecond time to 
fifh, the Malayans fet on them fuddenly, and un- 
‘expected, with their creflets and lances, and killed 
one or two, the reft leaping overboard, got away ; 
for they were clofe by the fhore, and being without 
arms were not able to make any refiftance. It was 
about a mile from the fort ; and being landed, eve- 
ty one of them made what hafte he could to the 
- fort, and the firft that arrived was he who cried in 
that manner, and frightned the governor from fup- 
per. Our boat was at this time afhore for rae 
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and were filling it in a {mall brook by the banquet-. 
ting-houfe I know not whether our boats crew: 
took notice of the alarm, but the Dutch éail’d to. 
them, and bid them make hatte on board, which — 
they did; and this made us keep good watch all. 
night, having all our guns loaded and primed for. 
fervice. But it rained fo hard all night, that I did. 
not much fear being attacked by any Malayans, be- 
ing informed by one of our feamen whom we took — 
in at Malacca, that the Malayans feldom or ever: 
make any attack when it rains. It is what I had 
before. obferved of other Indians, both Eaft and. 
welt ; and tho’ then they might make their attacks. 
with the greateft advantage on men armed with 
hand guns, yet I never knew it practifed, at which. 
I have wondered: for ’tis then that we moft fear 
them, and they might then be moft fuccefsful,: be~: 
caufe their arms, which are ufually lances and cref-. 
fets, which thefe Malayans had, could not be da- 
maged by the rain, as our guns would. be. But - 
they cannot endure to be in the rain; and it was. 
in the evening before the rain fell, that they affault- 
ed the Dutch boat. The next morning the Dutch 
floop weighed, and went to look after the Malay- - 
ans but having failed round the ifland, and iceing ° 
no enemy, they anchored again. I alfo fent men’ 
alhore in our boat to bring off the mizen yard that 
I had cut the day before ; but it was foheavy ai 
Kind of timber,: that they could not bring it out of » 
the woods, Captain Minchin was {till afhore, and | 
he being acquainted with it, defired the governor | 
to fend a foldier, to fhew our men what trees were, 
beft for our ufe, which he did, and they prefently. 


cut a {mall tree, about the bigneis and length of = 
that which I cut, and brought it on board. I im- i 
mediately went to work, and having fitted it for q 
ule, bent my fail, and hoifted it-up into its place. i 
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In the evening captain Minchin, Mr. Richards - 
and his wife came on board, having ftaid one night 
at the fort, and told me all that had happened to 
them afhore. ) 

We now waited only for a land wind to carry us 
out. he former part of the night we had much 
rain, withthunder and lightning, but no wind. At 
one o'clock we had a fmall wind, and got up our 
anchors.. We got out before day, clear of the 
iffand, and fteered along fhore to the northward, 
intending to keep this fhore aboard for twenty cr 
thirey leagues farther, if the wind did not favour 
us; for the fea winds were now at N. W. This 
day we kept near the fhore, and the night enfuing ; 
but the next day the wind came at N. and N.N.E. 
and we ftood over for Sumatra, and the next even- 


ing we paft by Diamond point, and the wind com- 


ing at E. N. E. we got, in about two days more to 


Achin, about the end of November 1689. | 

- Here we found Mr. Coventry, who had got thi- 
ther two or three days before us. Captain Minchin 
went afhore with his paffengers, and was difcharg’d 
of his command. I kept on board till all the goods 
were unladen, and then lay afhore,, and was very 
fick for a fortnight of a kind of fever. But after 
Chriftmas, I was fent on board again, by order of 
Mr. Coventry, who had then bought out Mr. Dal- 
ton’s and captain Tyler’s fhares, to take charge of | 
the veflel, which he then loaded with pepper, cu-— 
bebs (which I think grow fomewhere in Sumatra} 
and tutaneg, which he bought of an Englifh veffel 
that came from Queda to Achin; and with thefe 
he had alfo fome of our Malacca cargo, which we 
kept on board, viz. rattans and walking-canes. 
With this cargo we were bound for Fort St.George: 
We took in: alfo two Englith paffengers, who had 
efcap’d out of prifon in the mogul’s country. Lhe 
i one 
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one belong’d to the Defence, captain Heath’s thip, 


which I came home to England in afterwards; he — 
was purfer of it; the other was midthipman in the’ 
Princefs Anne, which return’d to England at the . 


fame time. But during our war with the mogul, 
thefe fhips had been in the bay of Bengal, to fetch 
away our effects from the river of Hugly. Thefe 
two men, with two or three others, went afhore up- 
on fome occafion, and were taken prifoners by the 
mogul’s fubjects, who fent them a great way up 
into the country, where they were kept in clofe cu- 


ftody, and often threatned with death. The old. 
nabob, or governor of the province, being remov- | 
ed, and a new one coming thither, he releafed them, 


and gave them leave to go to the fea fide, where 


finding a Dutch fhip bound to Batavia, thefe two’ 


and one more went on board her, the reft getting 
other paflage; but fhe meeting with that Englifh 


fhip coming from Queda, which brought the tuta-. 
neg [ juft now mentioned, to Achin, they left the 


Dutch fhip, and went to Achin with the other Eng- 
lifh veffel , and thofe two went with us now to Fort 
St. George. iit 

[t was about new-year’s day, 1690, that we fet 
out from Achin again. We fteered away towards 
the Nicobar iflands, and came in fight of that which 
\ had formerly been fet afhore upon. But leaving 
it on our ftar-board, we ftood more northerly u 
into the bay; for by Mr. Coventry I had learn’d 
there were northerly and north eafterly winds in the 
bay at this time of year. We ftood over therefore 
as high as Pallacat, and having then a fair north 
eaft wind, we run along the coaft till we came be- 
fore Fort St. George, which was about the middle 
of January. i 

Iwas much pleafed with the beautiful profpect 
this place makes off at fea. For it ftands in a plain 
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fandy {pot of ground, clofe by the fhore, the fea 
fometimes wafhing its walls, which are of ftone 
and high, with half moons and flankers, and a 
great many guns mounted on the battlements; fo 
that what with the walls and fine buildings within 
the fort, the large town of Madras without it, the 
pyramids of the Englifh tombs, houfes and gardens 
adjacent, and the variety of fine trees fcattered up 
and down, it makes as agreeable a landfkip as I 
have any where feen. 

But it is not my defign to enter into a defcription 
of a place fo well known to my countrymen as this 
is. It may fuffice to have mentioned it, and that 
after fome months ftay here, and meeting with Mr. 
Moody and Jeoly the painted prince, I prepared to 
so for Sumatra again: I fet out from Fort St. 
George with captain Howel in July, 1690, we fteer- 
ed a pretty way along the coa{t of Coromandel, be- 
fore we ftood over for Sumatra, and then made the 
beft of our way for Bencouli. I have already fpoken 
of my arrival there, but having given no account 
of the place, I fhall do it briefly now. 

Bencouli lies on the weft coaft of the ifland of Su- 
matra, in about 4 d. S. lat. It is a place noted 
enough at fea, by reafon of a high flender hill in 
the country. It has a fmall ifland before it within 
which fhips ride. The point of Sallabar lies two 
or three leagues to the fouthward of it, and runs 
out farther than any part of the fhore, making a 
{mall bay within it. Befides thele marks, when you 
come within two or three leagues of the fhore, you 
will fee the Englifh fort fronting to the fea, which 
makes a fine fhew; on the north weit of the fort is 
a {mall river, at the mouth of which is a large ftore- 
houfe to put pepper in. About a quarter of a mile 
from the fea ftands a {mall Indian village, clofe by 
the river, on the fame fide that the fort is on, an 

uy 
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but a fmall diftance from "i 
and low, afl built on pofts after the Malayan man~ 
ner, as at Mindanao and Achin, for it is a fwamp 


that the town ftands on; but the Malayans ufually. 


chufe to build in fuch low places near rivers, for 
the convenience of wafhing themfelves, which they 
ereatly delight ins as it is indeed a part of their re- 
igion as Mahometans ; and if they can, they will 
have their houfes ftand on poits over the river. 

The weather here is none of the pleafanteft. 
There are great rains, chiefly in September; Octo- 
ber, and November, and pretty great heats. Burt 
when the wind blew hard, which it would often do, 
the air would be chill; and the fea-breezes in. fair 
weather were generally pretty fre and) comfort 
able. The land winds coming over fwamps, ufual- 
ly brought a ftink with them. Tris in general an un-~ 
heal thy - place, and the foldiers of the fort were fick- 
ly and died very taft. On the fouth fide of the fort 
is a fair champaign favannah, of a mile or two 
fquare, called Greenhil. . It produces long thick 
orafs, the N. W.. pare of it fronts the fea, ‘and the 
S. E. is bounded with lofty woods: ~ 


- The toil of this country is very. different, set a 


ing to its different pofition ; for within land it is 
hilly, yet thofe hills are covered with trees, which 


thews it to be fruitful enough. The low land, near 


the river, efpecially near the. fea, is fwampy, pro- 
ducing’ nothing but reeds, or bamboes, but the 
higher ground, Taichi is of a reafonable height, is 
very fruitful. The mould is ‘deep, and either black. 
or yellow ; and in fome places clay, or fuch mould 
as is very proper for making bricks. 

The trees in the woods are moftiy large bodied, 
each and tall; they are of divers forte fome or 
other of them fit for any ules. The fruits of the 
country are much of the fame as at Achin and Ma- 
laecay 
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ie lacca, viz. limes, oranges, guavas, plantains, bo- 
- nanoes, cocoa-nuts, jacks, durians, mangoes, man- 
gaftans, pompions, pine-apples, and pepper. The 
roots are yams, and potatoes ; rice grows here pret- 
ty well alfo; but whether the natives fow enough 
for their own fpending or no, I know not. The 
land animals are buffaloes, bullocks, deer, wild hogs, | 
porcupines, guanoes, lizards, &c. The tame fowls 
are ducks and dunghill fowls, both in great plenty. 
The wild fowl are parots, parakites, pidgeons, tur- 
- tle-doves, and many forts of fmaller birds. 

The natives alfo are fwarthy Indians like their 
neighbours of Achin. ‘They are flender, itraight, 
active, and induftrious. They are fociable and de- 
firous of trade, but if they are affronted, they are 
treacherous and revengeful. They live together in 
towns, and {peak the Malayan language ; conform- 
ing themielves in their habit, food, and cuftoms to 
other Malayans, who are all, fo far as I learned, of 
the Mahometan religion. There are fome mecha- 
nics among them; afew fmiths, but molt of them 
are carpenters, and let themfelves out to hire to the 
Englith at the fort. The hatchets they work with 

are fuch as they ufe at Mindanao, fo contrived as 
to ferve alfo for an ads. Here are alfo fifhermen, 
who get 2 livelihood by fifhing, and there are feve- 
ral forts of fith on the coaft, befides plenty of green 
turtle; fuch of the Malayans as live near the En- 
glith fort are ufually employed in the Eaft India 
company’s fervice, to work for them ; but the coun- 
try people are moft hufbandmen. They plant roots, 
_ rice, pepper bufhes, Sc. | 
4 Pepper is the chief vendible commodity in this 
-~ country. It thrives very well on all the coaft ; but 
the greateft quantity of what is exported from 
hence, is either brought down this river out of the 
country, or fetched from Sillabar, or other places 
MeN 20. aes) btec border- 


Tae aT Sr eee Pes ilies Keak tac ab a 
* Neda o =) tt? ee 7 “? Ps Ke 1, ¥ P52 $e . a 
S IIe sp. ae * rs eet ae 


a eed Ces) , re en , y a“: 
hee Bil dP eee Fe Sg het ee Mee 
A a gy ew aaa 


merchants: to fettle here. 


346 The Vovacrs ond Apvenrones fF 


bordering ‘on the ce in fmall ‘veffels,. ; 
grows plenty in other places of this ifland; as at In- 
-_drapore, Pangafanam, Jamby,; Bancalis,&c. ltgrows 
alfo on the ifland Java, on the coaits of Malacca, 


Malabar, Cochinchina, &c. The coaft of Malabar x 
is faid to produce the beft, or at leaft theré the na- 


tives take moft care to have the beft, by letting ic 

grow till it is full ripe, for which reafon it is larger 

and fairer than here, where they gather it too foon, | 
to avoid lofing any; for as foon as it grows Nipe, 

‘itis apt to. fhed and fall in wafte to the ground, 


It was the pepper trade that drew our Enclith © 
For after Bantam was 


loft, our Enelith who were wont to trade thither for 


this {pice, were at a great lofs to regain the pepper 
trade, which now was in a manner Peller with the © 


other forts of fpice into the hands of the Dutch ; 


though the pepper which we were wont to fetch 


Tone "Bantam did not all grow on this ifland Java, 


_ver flack to promote their intereft, and were now 
-fetting out, on the fame defign. 


ea 


nor perhaps the tenth part of j it; for as I have been 
informed it came moit from Sumatra, particularly 
from Bencouli, and the adjacent parts. For this 
reafon it behoved our merchants to get an intereft 
here to prop up their declining trade. Yes as I 


have been told, the fuccefg was more owing to the 
‘natives of this place than themfelves ; for that fome 


of the Rajas of the country fent ambafladors to Fore 
St. George to invite the Englith hither to take pof- 
feffion, before the Dutch theuld: get it, who are ne- 


But. however, the 
Englith had the good. fortune to get hither firft 


_ though fo narrowly, that the Dutch « were withinan | 
‘ace of ” preventing them, their fhips being in fight 
before our men got athore. “But the Dutch coming 
_ thus too late, were put of their defic eas, for the ie Re 
: glith immediately cot afhore forme 
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ready to defend their intereft. This might happen 
about the year 1685, as I was informed, for they 
told me it was five or fix years before I came hither, 
and the Englifh immediately fortified themielves. 
The fort, as I faid before, fronts to the fea, and. 
 ftands about one hundred paces from the siver. 
There has been a great deal of coft beftowed on it, 
but to little purpofe; for ’tis the molt irregular 
piece I ever faw. I told the governor the beft way 
was to new model it, and face it with {tone or brick, 
either of which might be eafily had. He faid he 
liked my counfel, but being faving for the com- 
pany, he rather chofe to repair it, by the making 
fome alterations ; but ftill to as little purpofe, for 
*twas all made ground, and having no facing to 
keep it up, it would moulder away every wet fea- 
{omy and the guns often fall down into the ditches. 
What was poffible to be done I endeavoured to do 
while I was there. I made the baftions as regular : ie 
as I could upon the model they were made by, and 7) 
whereas the fort was defigned to be a patagon, and i 
_. there were but four of the baftions made, I ttaked 
out for a fifth, and drew a plan of it, which I gave 
the government; and had I ftaid longer I fhould 
have made up the other baftion, but the whole plan 
is too big by half for fo forry a garrifon, and the 
beft way of mending it, is to demolifh all of it, and 
make a new one. noe | 
} The fort was but forrily governed when I was 
there, nor was there that care taken to keep a good 
 correfpondence with the natives in the neighbour- — 
hood, as I think ought to be, in all trading places 
 efpecially.. When I came thither there were two 
© neighbouring Rayas in the ftocks, for no other rea- 
fon, but becaufe they had not brought down to the 
fort fuch quantity of pepper, as the governor had ~ 
-— fent for. Yet thefe Rajas rule in the country, and 
| I og wees) hie bs en A a 
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have 2 confiderable Peis OF ae who. wert ie 
fo exafperated at thefe infolences, that, asI have 
fince been informed, they came down and affaulted 
the fort, under the ‘conduét of one of thefe Rajas. ' 4 
But the fort, as bad as itis, is guatdenough againft 
fuch indifferent foldiers as they are, who though ~ 
they have courage enough, yet {carce. any arms be- q 
fides back- fwords, creflets, and lances, nor fkillto 
ufe artillery if they had it. At another time they 
made an attempt to furprize the fort, under pres 
tence of a cock match, to which they hoped tie 4 
;arrifon would come out, to fhare in the {port, ands) 
fo the fort be left with fmall defence. For the Ma- 
layans here are great lovers of cock- fighting, and 
there were about one thoufand of them got toge- | 
ther about this match, while their armed men lay 
in ambuth. But it fo happened that none of the 
garrifon went out to the cock-match, but one John 
Necklin, a Dane, who was a great gamefter him- 
felf; and he difcovering the ambuth, gave notice 
of it to the governor, who was in diforder enough 
upon their approach 5 but a few of the great g guns 
drove them away. : 
I have nothing more to: add, but Cat concerns 
myfelf, and therefore fhall only take notice at pre- 
fent of two paflages, which : think IT ought not to 
omit. a 
« ) “Vhe firfb is, that at ‘my. return n from Nae. 2 : 
little - before Chriftmas, 1689, t found at Achin — 
one Mr. Morgan, who was one of our fhips crew 
that left me afhore at Nicobar, now mate of a Danifh .— 
Ship of Trangambar, which is a town on the coaft 
of Coromandel, near Cape Comorin, belonging to _ 
the Danes; and receiving an account of our crew 
from him and others, I thought it might not be — 
amifs to gratify the readers curiof ity therewith, who a 
would probably be. defirous to know the saat * 
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i of thofe ramblers, in their new intended expedition 
towards the Red Sea, and withal I thought it might . 
not be unlikely that thefe papers may fall into the 
hands of fome of our London merchants, who were 
concerned in fitting out that fhip, which I faid for- 
 merly, was called the Cygnet of London, {ent on 
 atrading voyage into the South Seas, under the 
command of captain Swan ; and that they might 
be willing to have a particular information of the 
fate of their fhip, And by the way, even before 
this meeting with Mr. Morgan, while I was at Ton- 
 quin, January, 1689, I met with an Englith fhip 
in the river of Tonquin, called the Rainbow of 
London, captain Poole commander; by whofe mate, 
_ Mr. Barlow, who was returning in that fhip to En- 
gland, I fent a packet, which he undertook to de- 
- Jiver to the merchants, owners of the Cygnet, fome 
of which he faid he knew; wherein I gave a parti- 
cular account of all the courfe and tranfactions of 
their fhip, from the time of my firft meeting it in 
the South Seas, and going on board it there, to its 
~ leaving me afhore at Nicobar. But I never could 
hear that either that, or other letters which I fent 
“at the fame time, were received. | nk 
To proceed herefore with Morean’s relation; he 


4 


told me, that when they in the Cygnet went away _ 
from Nicobar, in purfuit of their intended voyage _ 
to Perfia, they directed their courfe towards Cey- 
' Jon. But not being able to weather it, the wefterly 
 monfoon bearing hard againft them, they were 
obliged to feek refrefhment on the coaft of Coro- 
- mandel. Here this mad fickle crew were upon new 
projects again. Their defigns meeting with fuch 
delays and obftructions, that_ many of them grew 

_ weary of it, and about half of them went afhore. Of © 
this number, Mr. Morgan, who told me this, and 
Mr. Herman Coppinger the furgeon, went to the — 
eee BA Danes 
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Danes at Trangambar, who kindly received them. i 
There they lived very well, and Mr. Morgan was 
employed as a mate in a thip of theirs at this time 
to Achin; and captain Knox tells me, that he ince 
commanded the Curtana, the fhip that I went into 
Tonquin, which captain Weldon having fold to } 
the Mocul’s fubjects, they employed Mr. Morgan : 
as captain to trade in her for them, and it is an uf- 
ual thing for the trading Indians to hire Europeans 
to go pete on board their fhips ; ; efpeciall y cand 
tains and gunners. | 
“About two or three more of thefe that werefet ig 
anor went to Fort St. Georges but the main bo- 
dy of them were for going into the Mogul’ s fervice. a 
Our feamen are apt to have great notionsof I know 
not what profit and advantages to be had in ferving 
the Mogul ; nor do they want for fine ftories to en- 
courage one another to it.’ It was what thefe men 
had Jong been thinking and talking of as a fine 
thing; but now they went upon it in Y good earnei, 4 
The. place where they went afhore was ata townof 
the Moors; which name our feamen give to all the 
fubjeéts of the great mogul, but efpecially his ma- 
hometan fubjects, calling the idolaters, Gentous, 
or Rafhbouts. At this “Moors town they got a 
peun to be their guide to the mogul’s neareft camp, 
for he hath always feveral armies in his vaft empire, b 
_ Thefe peuns are fome of the Gentous, or Rafh- 4 
bouts, who in all places. along the coalt, efpecially oa 
‘in feaport towns, make it their bufinefs to hire a 
themfelves to wait upon ftrangers, be they mer- 
‘chants, feamen, or what they will. "To quality oq 
them for fuch attendance, they Jearn the European 
oe languages, Englith, Dutch, French, Portuguefe, &c., ve 
fl according as they have any of the fagtories of thefe _ 
nations, in their neighbourhood, or are vifited by’ ’ 
their yl No fooner. doth aol fuch, pe come to 


ie: an 


fey id. sb) 


Stn 4 a 7 at < Dee, we ee eae ie > Sol ae 
; Sy i atie SEND Roel “Sita eae ee teat Rahs oR Ne ae 
Reais sO By FEE ae eee hg Bi os ORS, 


Cont. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 351 
we 


anchor, and the men come afhore, but there are 

many of ‘thefe peuns ready to proffer their fervice, 

- Tis ufual for the {trangers to hire their attendance 
during their ftay there, giving them about a crown 


' a month of our money, more or lefs. The richeft- 


2 % x / 


fort of men will commonly hire two or three pe- 
uns to walt upon them; and even the common 


feamen, if able, will hire one apiece to attend them, ‘ 
either for convenience or oftentation ; or fometimes a 
one peun between two of them. Thele peuns ferve : * 
them in many capacities, as interpreters, brokers, | ae 


_ fervants to attend at meals and to go to market, 
- and.on errands, &¢. Nor do they give any trou- 
ble, for they eat at their own homes and lodge 
there, when they have done their matter’s bufinefs (al 
for them, expecting nothing but their wages, except ek 
that they have a certain allowance ot about a fanam, 
or three pence in a dollar, which is an 18th part 
profit, by way of brokerage for every bargain they — 
drive ; being commonly employed in buying and 
felling. When the ftrangers go away, their peuns 
defire them to give them their names in writing, 
with a certificate of their honeft and diligent fervice 
to them ; and thefe they fhew to the next comers, 
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to get into bufinefs : fome are able to produce 4 


‘ 


-Jarge fcrow! of fuch certificates. 
Bur to proceed; the Moors town, where thefe. 
men landed, was not far from Cunnimere, a {mall 
-Englifh factory on the Coromandel coaft. The go- 
__-vernor whereof having intelligence by the Moors 
of the landing of thefe men, and their intended 
march to the mogul’s camp, fent out a captain with 
‘his company to oppofe it. He came up with them, 
and gave them hard words ; but they being thirty 
or forty refolute fellows, not eafily daunted, he 
| ~ durft not attack them, but returned to the gover- 
gor, and the news of it was foon carried to Fort St. 
A iad thas Z 4 Geornes 
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George. During their march, Jolin Oliver whe 


was one of, them, privately told the ‘peun wlio 
guided them, that himfelf was their captain. So 


when they came to the camp, the peun told this to 


the general ; and when their ftations and pay were 
affign’d them, John Oliver had a greater refpect 
paid him than the reft; and whereas their pay was 
ten pagodas a month each man, (a pagoda is two 
doilars or nine fhillings Englifh) his pay was twen- 
ty pagodas; which ftratagem and ufurpation of 
his occafioned him no {mall envy and indignation 
from his comrades. Sigeig: AEC 


Soon after this two or three of them went to 


AAgra, to be of the mogul’s guard. A while after 
the governor of Fort St. George fent a meffage to 
the main body of them, and a pardon to withdraw 
them from thence; which moft of them accepted, 


and came away. John Oliver, and the fmall re: 


mainder, continued in the country ; but leaving the 


camp, went up and down plundering villages, and 


fleeing when they were purfued, and this was the 


Jait news I heard of them. ‘This account I had, 


partly by Mr. Morgan, from fome of thofe defert- 


ers he met with at Trangambar ; and partly from 


others of them whom I met with myfelf afterwards 
at Fort S. George. ‘And thefe were the adventures 
of thofe who went up into the country. = 
__ Captain Read having thus loft the beft half of 
his men, failed away with the reft of them, atter 

filled his water, and got rice, ‘ftill intending 


having 


_ for the Red Sea.’ When they were near Ceylon, — 


they met with a Portuguefe thip richly laden, 


gut of which they took what they pleas’d, and 
then turned her “away again. From thence 
they purfued their voyage; but the wefterly | 


’ 
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food away for Madagafcar. There they entered 
- $nto the fetvice of one of the petty princes of that 
--ifland, to affift him againft his neighbours, with 
| whom he was at wars. During this interval, a {mall _ 
-veffel from New York came hither to purchafe 
flaves; which trade is driven here, as it is upon the 
coaft of Guinea ; one nation or clan felling others 
that are their enemies. Captain Read, with about 
five or fix more, ftole away from their crew, and 
went on board: this New York fhip ; and captain 
Teat was made commander of the refidue. Soon 
after which, a brigantine from the Weht Indies, cap- 
tain Knight commander, coming thither with de- 
fisn to go to the Red Sea alfo’; thefe of the Cyg- 
net conforted with them, and they went together to 
the ifland Johanna. Thence going together to- 
wards the Red Sea, the Cygnet proved leaky, and : 
failed heavily, being much out of repair, captain ae 
Knight grew weary of her company, and giving her 
the flip in the night, went away for Achin’; for Ne i 
having heard that “there was plenty of gold there, OP Sl Bl 
he went thither with defign to cruize ; “and ’twas in 
from’ one Mr. Humes, belonging to the Ann of 
London, captain Rreke commander, who had gone 
gn board captain Knight, and whom I faw after- 
__-wards at Achin, that I had this relation. Some of | 
 ¢aptain Freke’s men, their own fhip being loft, had 
gone on’ board the Cygnet at “Johanna ; ; and 
after captain Knight had left her, the ftill pur- 
Sued her voyage towards the Red Sea; but the 
| winds being againft them, and the fhip'in fo ill a 
condition, they were forced to bear away for Coro- 
_ _mandel, where captain Teat and his own men went _ 
 afhore to ferve the mogul. But the ftrangers of 
captain Freke’s” fhip, who kept full on board the | 
1.3 _ Cygriet undertook to carry her for England; and 
| the laft news T heard’ of her, was rot capt. a | 
, : ‘whe 


eu 
who. tells me ‘that fhe now lies funk i in.St. Auguttin’ Si 
bay in Madagafcar. | 
to give an account of our fhip. | " 
~ The other paflage I thal {peak of, that Bcc 
in the interyal of the tour I made from Achin, is. 
with relation to the painted prince, whom I brought 


The VovaGEs and ADVENTURES of 


This digreffion T have made 


with me into England, and who died at Oxford. 


For while I was at Ports St. George, about April 


1690, there arrived a fhip called the Mindanao 
Merchant, laden with clove bark from Mindanao 5 

three of captain Swan’s men, that remained there 
when we went from thence, came in her; from 
- whom I had the account of captain Swan’s death, 
as is before related. There was alfo one Mr.Moody, 


who was fupercargo of the fhip. This gentleman 


bought at Mindanao, . the painted prince Jeoly, 
mentioned in chapter XX, and his mother, and 


brought them to Fort St. George, where they were 
much admired by all that faw them. 


a". 


and that I tad now an- offer to go thi- 


aeOly 


Some time. 
after this, Mr. Moody, who fpoke the Malayan lan- 
guage very well, and was a perfon very capable to 
manage the company’s affairs, was ordered by the 
governor of Fort St. George to prepare to 
_drapore, an Englith factory on the welt coaft of Su- 
matra, in orden to fucceed Mr. Gibbons, who was, | 
chief of that.place. eh 
By this time I was very aerste acquainted 
with Mr. Moody, and was importuned by him to 
go with him, to be gunner of the fort there. 
ways told him I had. a great defire to go to the bay 
of Bengal, 
De ther vit captain Medcalf, who wanted a mate, and 
had already fpoke to me. 3 
ee rage me to go with him, told me, that if I would #4 
go with him to Jndrapore, he would ‘buy a.{mall | 4 
_-veffel there, and fend me to the ifland Meangis, eo 
; eommanden of her, and phat I fhould ea prince 


so to in. 
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Mr. Moody, to encou- 
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Jeoly and his mother with me (that being theit 
country) by which means I might gain a commerce 
__with his people for cloves. | | 
|< This was a defign that I liked very well, there- 
fore I confented to go thither. It was fome time 
in July 1680, when we went from Fort St. George, 
in a {mall fhip called the Diamond, captain Howel 
command. We were about fifty or fixty pafiengers 
- in all; fome ordered to be left at Indrapore, and fome 
at Bencouli: five or fix of us were officers, the reft 
foldiers to the company. We met nothing in our 
voyage that deferves notice, till we came abreaft of 
Indrapore, and then the wind came at north weft, 
and blew fo hard that we could not get in, but were 
forced to bear away to Bencoulli, another Eneglifh — 
faétory on the fame coaft, which lay fitty or fixty — 
leagues to the fouthward of Indrapore. — 
_~ Upon our arrival at Bencouli we faluted the fort, 
and were weloomed by them. The fame day we 
came to an anchor; and captain Howel, and Nr. 
Moody, with the other merchants went afhore, and | 
were all kindly received by the governor of the fort. 
It was two days after before I went afhore, and then 
I was importuned by the governor to flay there, to 
‘be gunner of this fort, becaule the gunner was 
_ jately dead, and this being a place of more import 
| ‘shan Indrapore, I fhould do the company more fer- 
vice here than there. I told the governor if he would 
augment my falary, which by agreement with the 
¢ governor of Fort St. Georde, I was to have had at 
~{ndrapore, I was. willing to ferve. him ; provided 
Mr. Moody would content to it. As to my falary, 
he told me, I fhould have twenty four dollars per 
- rnonth: which was as much as he gave to the old 
__* -Mr.Moody gave no anfwer till a week after, and 
»omethen, ' being ready to be gone to Indrapore, he told 
rare yeme 
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“me I might ufe my own liberty, either to ftay here 
or go with him to Indrapore.. 


perform his promife, in getting a veffel for me to 


go to Meangis, with Jeoly and his mother; but he — 


would be fo fair to me, that becaufe 11 : ft Made-’ 
ras on his account, he would give me half thare of 
the two painted people, and leave them in my pof- 
feffion, and at my difpofal. 
_ fer, and writings were immediately drawn between. 
us. | 

Thus is was ‘that T came to have this painted. 
prince, whofe name was Jeoly, and his mother, 
They were born ona fmall ifland call Meangis, 
which is once or twice mentioned in chapter XX. 


I iaw the ifland twice, and two more clofe by it: 


each of the three feemed to be about four or five 
leagues round, and of a good height. Jeoly him- 
felf told me, that they ‘all. three abounded with 
- gold, cloves, and nutmegs ; for 1 fhewed him fome. 


of each fort feveral times, and he told me imthe 


Malayan lauguage, which he fpoke indifferent wells. 


Meangis hadda. madochala fe bullawans that is, i 


there is abundance of gold at Meangis. _ - Bullawan, 


I have obferved to be the common word for gold: oe 
at Mindanao; but whether the proper Malayan — 
word I know not, for I found much difference be- 


tween the Malayan language as it was fj oken at 
Mindanao, and the language on the ee of Ma- 
Jacca and Achin. — ‘Then. T thewed him fpice, he 
would not only tell me that there was: madochala, 


that is, abundance; but to make it appear more — 


plain, he would alfo thew me the hair of his head,, 
a thing frequent among all the Indians that I have. 
met with, to fhew their hair, when they would 


_exprefs more than they can number. Hetold me 
sil that his ee was raja of the. ifland where 


fhey 


vty 


He added, that if: 
I went with him, he was not certain, as yet, to 


I accepted of the of- 
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they lived ; that there was not above thirty men on 


tke ifland, and about one hundred women ; that he 


himfelf had five wives and eight children, and that 
one of his wives painted him. : 
‘He was painted all down his breaft, between his 


- fhoulders behind; on his thighs (moftly) before ; 
and in the form of feveral broad rings, er bracelets - 


round his arms and legs. I cannot liken the draw- 
ings to any figure of animals, or the like, but they 
were wery curious, full of great variety of lines, 
flourifhes, chequered work, &c. keeping a very 
graceful proportion, and appearing very artificial, 
even to wonder, efpecially that upon and betweeg 
his fhoulder-blades.. By the account he gave me 
of the manner of doing it, I underftood that the 
painting was done in the fame manner, as the Jeru- 
falem crofs is made in men’s arms, by pricking the 
fkin, and rubbing in a pigment. But whereas pow- 
der is ufed in making the Jerufalem crofs, they at 
Meangis ufe the gum of a tree beaten to powder, 
called by the Englifh drammer, which is ufed in- 
ftead of pitch in many parts of India. He told 
me, that moft of the men and women on the ifland 


were thus painted; and alfo that they had all ear- 
rings made of gold, and gold fhackles about their 


legs and arms; that their common food, of the 
produce of the land, was potatoes and yams ; that 
they had plenty of cocks and hens; but no other 


tame fowl. He faid that fith (of which he was a great 
Jover, as wild Indians generally are) was very plenti- 
ful about the ifland; and they had canoes, and 
went a fifhing frequently in them; and that they 
‘often vifited the other two {mall iflands, whofe in- 


habitants fpeak the fame language as they did; 
which was fo unlike the Malayan, which he had 


 Jearn’d while he was a flave at Mindanao, that 
when his mother and he were talking together in 


their 
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their Meangian tongue, T could not underftand one - 

word they faid. And indeed all the Indians who 

fpeak Malayan, who are the trading and politer — 
fort, looked on thefe Meangians as a “kind of Bar-, 

- barians ; and upon any occafion of diflike, would 
call them bobby, that is; hoggs, the greateft ex- 
preffion of contempt that can be, efpecially from the 
mouth of Malayans, who are generally Mahometans, 
and yet the Malayans every where call a woman 
babby, a name not much different; and mamma 
fignifies a man. ‘Though thefe two laft words pro- 
perly denote male and female ; ; and as ejam figni- 

fies a fowl, fo ejam mamma is a cock, and. cen 
babbi is athen.. But this by the way. 

He faid alfo that the cuftoms of thofe other ‘Tee, | 
and their manner of living, was like theirs, and that 
they were the only people with whom they had any ~ 

converte; and that one time, as he, with his father, 
‘mother, aide) brother, with two or three men more, — 
were going to one of thefe other iflands, they were 
drier by a {trong wind on the. coatt Ae ‘Mindanao, 
where they were “taken by the fifhermen of that 
ifland, and carried afhore, and fold as flaves, being 
firit ftriped of their gold ornaments. I did nor fee 
any of the gold that they wore, but there were 
great holes in their ears, by which it was manifeft 
elrat they had worn {ome ornaments in them. Jeoly 
was fold to one Michael a Mindanayan, that {poke 
good Spanith, and. commonly waited on Raja Laur, 
ferving him as our interpreter, where the Raja was 
ata lofs in any word, for Michael underftood it 
‘betters ble often beat and abuled his painted fer- 
~-yant, to make him work, but all in vain, for, nei- 
ther fair means, threats, nor blows would make 
him work. as he would have him. Yet he was ve- 
ry Sas ae and coe not io Uhh to fee any. io 
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of weapons, and he often told me that they had no 
arms at Meangis, having no enemies to fight with. 
I knew this Michael very well, while we were at 
Mindanao. I juppofe that name was given him by 
the Spaniards, who baptized many of them at the — 
time when they had footing at that ifland; but at 
the departure of the Spaniards, they were Maho- 
‘metans again as before. Some of our people lay at 
this Michael’s houfe, whofe wife and daughter were 
pagallies to fome of them. I often faw Jeoly at his. 
matter Michael’s houfe, and when I came to have. 
him fo long after, he remembered me again. I never | 
faw his father, brother, nor any of the others that. 
‘were taken with them, but Jeoly came feveral times _ 
on board our fhip when we lay at Mindanao, and 
gladly accepted of fuch victuals as we gave him 5. 
- for his mafter kept him at very fhort commons. 
Prince Jeoly lived thus a flave at Mindanao four 
-or five years, till at laft Mr. Moody bought him 
and his mother for fixty dollars, and, as is before 
‘related, carried him to Fort St. George, and from 
‘thence to Bencouli. Mr. Moody ftayed at Bencouli 
about three weeks, and then went back with cap- 
tain Howel to Indrapore, leaving Jeoly and his mo- 
‘ther with me. They lived in a houfe by themfelves 
without the fort. I had no employment for them, 
but they both employed themfelves. She ufed to 
‘make and mend their own cloths, at which fhe was 
-< not very expert, for they wear no cloths at Meangis, 
but only a cloth about their waifts, and he bufied 
~ himfelf in making a cheft with four boards, and a 
~ few nails that he begged of me. It was but an ul. 
-. fhaped odd thing, yet he was as proud of it, as if 
qthad been the rareft piece in the world. After 
-fome time they were both taken fick, and though I 
took as much care of them as if they had been my 
‘brother and fitter, yet fhe died. I did what I could 
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to comfort Jeoly, but he took on extremely, info- 


much that I feared him alfo. Therefore I caufed a 
grave to be made prefently, to hide her out of his 


fight. I had her fhrowded decently in a piece of new - : 


— calico, but Jeoly was not fo fatisfied, for he wrapped 
all her cloths about her, and two new pieces of 


chints that Mr. Moody gave her, faying that they 


were his mothers, and fhe muit have them. I would 
not difoblige him for fear of endangering his life, 
and I ufed all poffible means to recover his health, 
but I found little amendment while we ftayed here. 

In the little printed relation that was made of 
him when he was fhewn for a fight in England, 
there was aromantic ftory of a beautiful fitter of his, 
a flave with them at Mindanao; and of the fultan’s 
falling in love with her ; but thefe were {tories in- 


deed. They reported alfo that this paint was of 
fuch virtue, that ferpents and venemous creatures 


would fly from him, for which reafon, I fuppofe, 


they reprefented fo many ferpents fcampering about 


in the printed picture that was made of him. . But 
I never knew any paint of fuch virtue ; and as for 


Jeoly, I have feen him as much afraid of {fnakes, 


fcorpions, or centapees, as mytelf. 


Having given this account of the fhip that left _ 
‘me at Nicobar, and of my painted prince whom I 


brought with me to Bencouli, I fhall now proceed 


on with the relation of my voyage thence to Eng- 
land, after I have given this fhort account of the 
ocafion of it, and the manner of my getting away. — 


To fay nothing therefore now of that place, and 


_my employment there as gunner of the fort, the — 
year 1690 drew towards an end, and not finding ~ 
the governor keep to his agreement with me, nor _ 
feeing by his carriage towards others any great rea- 
fon I had to expeét he would, I began to wifh my- — 
felf away again, I faw fo much ignorance in him, © 
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with refpect to his charge, being much fitter to be 
a book-keeper than governor of a fort ; and yet 
fo much infolence and cruelty with refpect to thofe 
under him, and rafhnefs in the management of the 
Malayan neighbourhood, that I foon grew weary of 
him, not thinking myfelf very fafe indeed, under a 
man whofe humours were fo brutifh and barbarous. 


IT forbear to mention his name after fuch a character, 
_ nor dol care to fill thefe papers with particular 
ftories of him: but therefore give this intimation, 


becaufe as it is the intereft of the nation in general, 
fo is it efpecially of the honourable Eaft India com- 
pany, to be informed of abufes in their factories. 
And I think the company might receive great ad- 
vantage by ftrictly enquiring into the behaviour of 
thofe whom they intruft with any command. For 
befides the odium, which reflects back upon the 
fuperiors from the mifdoings of their fervants, how 
undefervedly foever, there are great and lafting © 
mifchiefs proceed from the tyranny or ignorant rafh- 
nefs of fome petty governors, Thofe under them 
are difcouraged from their fervice by it, and often 
eo away to the Dutch, the Mogul, or the Malayan 
princes, to the great detriment of our trade, and 
even the trade and the forts themfelves are many 
times in danger by indifcreet provocations given to 
the neighbouring, nations, who are beft managed, 


as all mankind are, by juftice, and fair dealings, 


nor are any more implacably revengeful than thofe 
Malayans, who live in the neighbourhood of Ben- 
couli, which fort hath been more than once in dan- 
eer of being furprifed by them. | fpeak not this 
out of difgutt to this particular governor, much lefs 
would I feem to refleé&t on any others, of whom I 


» -khow nothing amifs; but as it is not to be wonder- 


‘ed at, if fome fhould not know how to demean 


themfelves in places of power, for which neither 
i | | | their 
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their education nor their bufinefs poffibly, have 
fufficiently qua lified them, fo it will be the more 
‘neceffary for the honourable company to have the 


clofer eye over them, and as much as may be, to 


prevent or reform any abufes they may be guilty of, 
and ’tis purely out of my zeal for theirs and the na- 


tions intereft, that I have given this oes having er 


feen too ae occafion for it. io f 


I had other motives alfo for my going away. a? 


began to long after my native country, after fo te- 


-dious a ramble from it; and I propofed no fmall. 


advantage to myfelf from my painted prince whom 
Mr. Moody had lett entirely to my difpofal, only 
referving to himfelf his right to one half thare in 
him, For befides what might be gained by fhew- 
ing him in England, 1 was in hopes that'when I 
had got fome money, I might there obtain what I 
had in vain fought for in the Indies, viz. a fhip 
from the merchants, wherewith to carry him back 
to Meangis, and reinftate him there in his own 
country, and by his favour and negotiation to efta- 
blifh a traffic for the {pices and other pee of 
thofe iflands. 


Upon thefe projects, I went to the governor and 
council, and defired that I might have n my difcharge 
to go for England with the next fhip that came. 
The council thought it. reafonable, and they con-- 


fented to it, he allo gave me his word that I fhould 
go. Upon the fecond of January, 1691, there 
came.to an anchor in Bencouli road, the Defence, 
captain Heath commander, bound for Fngland, in 
the fervice of the company. They had been at In- 
drapore, where Mr. Moody then was, and he had 
made over his fhare in prince Jeoly to Mr. Goddard 
chief mate of the hip. Upon his ‘coming on fhore, 
he fhewed me Mr. Moody’s writings, and looked 
upon Jeoly, who had been fick for. three months ; 

| in 
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in all which time I attended him as carefully as if 
he had been my brother. I agreed matters with 
Mr. Goddard, and fent Jeoly on board, intending 
to follow him as I could, and defiring Mr. God- 
dard’s affiftance to fetch me off, and conceal me on 
board the fhip if there fhould be occafion, which 
_he promifed to do, and the captain promifed to en- 
tertain me. For it proved as I had forefeen, that 
upon captain Heath’s arrival, the governor repent- 
ed him of his promife, and would not fuffer me to 
depart. J importuned him all I could, but in vain, 
fo did captain Heath alfo, but to no purpofe. In 
fhort, after feveral effays, I flipt away at midnight 
(underftanding the fhip was to fail away the next 
morning, and that they had taken leave of the fort) 
and creeping through one of the port-holes of the 
fort, I got to the fhore, where the fhip’s boat wait- 
ed for me, and carried me on board. I brought 
with me my journal, and molt of my written pa- 
pers; but fome papers and books of value J left in 
hafte, and all my furniture, being glad 1. was my 
felf at liberty, and in hopes of feeing England again. 


CHAP. XXXV. 


The authors departure from Bencouli, on board the 
Defence under captain Heath. and arrival at the 
Cape of Good Hope, with a defcription of the Dutch 

— fettlement there, i 


-.F) EILNG thus got on board the Defence, I was 
ff} concealed there, till a boat which came from 
the fort laden with pepper was gone off again, and 
_then we fet fail for the Cape of Good Hope, Jan. 255 
1691, and made the beft of our way, as wind and 
-. weather would permit, expecting there to meet three 
_Englith fhips more bound home from the Indies ; 
an Aa2 Magee 2 | Sear 
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for the war with the F renich having Been proclaim- : 


ed at Fort St. George, a little before captain Heath 


came from thence, ee was willing to have compa- a | 


ny home, if he could. 

A little before this war was proclaimed, there. 
was an engagement in the road of Fort St. George 
between fome French men of | war, and fome Dutch 
and Englifh fhips at anchor in the road; which, 
becaufe there is fuch.a plaufible ftory made of it in 
monfieur Duquefne’s late voyage to the Eaft Indies, 
I thall give a fhort account of, as I had it paticu- 
larly related to me by the gunners mate of captain 
Heath’s fhip, a very fenfible man, and feverai o- 
thers of his men, who were in the action. The 
Dutch have a fort on the coaft of Coromandel, cal- 
led Pallacat, about twenty leagues to the northward 
of Fort St. George. Upon fome occafion or other | 
the Dutch fent fome fhips thither to fetch away their 
effects, and tranfport them to Batavia. Adcts of 
hoftility were already begun between the F rench. 
and Dutch; and the French had at this time a fqua- 
dron > newly arrived in India, and lying, at Pondi- 
cherry, a French fort on the fame coaft, ‘fouthward 
of Fort St. George. The Dutch in returning to 


Batavia, were obliged to coaft it along by Fort Ste : 


George and Pondicherry, for the fake of the wind, 
but when they came near this laft, they faw the 
French men of war lying at anchor there; and 
fhould they have proceeded along the fhore, or. 
ftood out to fea, expected to be purfued by them. 
They therefore turned back again; for though their 
fhips were of a pretty good “force, yet ‘they were 
unfit for fight, as having great loads of goods, and | 
“many paflengers, Siptien and children, on board ; 

fo they put in at Fort St. George, and defiring the 
governor's protection, had leave to anchor in the 
road, and to fend their goods and ufelefs: people 
anor. 
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afhore. There was then in the road a few fmall 
Englith fhips; and captain Heath, whofe fhip was 
avery ftout merchant-man, and which the French 
relater calls the Englifh admiral, was juft come 
from China ; but very deep laden with goods, and 
the deck full of cannitters of fugar, which he was 
preparing to fend afhore. But before he could do 


it, the French appeared; coming into the road 


with their lower fails and top-tails, and had with 
them a fire fhip. With this they thought to have 
burnt the Dutch commodore, and might probably 
have done it, as fhe lay at anchor, if they had had 


the courage to have come boldly on ; but they fired 


their fhip at a diftance, and the Dutch fent and 
towed her away, where fhe fpenc herfelf without 
any execution. Had the French men of war alfo 
come boldly up, and grappled with their enemies, 
they might have done fomething confiderable, for 
the fort could not have played on them, without 


damaging our fhips as well as theirs. But inftead 


of this, the French dropped anchor out of reach 
of the fort, and their lay exchanging fhot with their 
enemies fhips, with fo little advantage to them- 
felves, that after about four hours fight, they cut 
their cables, and went away in hafte and diforder, 
with all their fails loofe, even their top-gallant fails, 
which is not ufual, but when fhips are juft next to 
running away. | 

Captain Heath, notwithftanding his fhip was fo. 
heavy and incumbered, behav’d himielf very brave- 
ly in the fight; and upon the going off of the 
French, went aboard the Dutch commodore, and 


told him that if he would purfue them, he would 
‘fland out with them to fea, though he had very 


little water on board ; but the Dutch commander 


-excufed himfelf, faying he had orders to defend 


himfelf from the French, but none to chace them, 
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or go out of his way to feek them. And this was 
the exploit which the French have thought fit to 
boaft of. I hear that the Dutch have taken from 
them fince, their fort of Pondicherry. ey 
But to proceed with our voyage: we 
been at fea long, before our men began to droopy 
in a fort of diftemper that ftole infeafibly on them, 
and proved fatal to above thirty who died before 
we arrived at the cape. We had fometimes two, 


and once three men thrown overboard in a morn- 


ing. This diftemper might probably arife from 
the badnefs of the water, which we took in at Ben- 
couli ; for I obferved while I was there, that the 
river-water, wherewith our fhips were watered, was 
very unwholefome, it being mix’d with the water 
of many {mall creeks, that proceeded from low 
land, and whofe ftreams were always very black, 
being nourifhed by the water that drained out of 
the low {wampy unwholefome ground. 


I have obferved not only here, but in other hot 


countries alfo, both in the Eaft and Welt Indies, 
that the land floods which pour into the channels 


of the rivers, about the feafons of the rains, are 


very unwholefome. For when I lived in the bay 
of Campeachby, the fifth were found dead in heaps 
on the fhores of the rivers and creeks, at fuch a 
feafon ; and many we took up half dead, of which 
fudden mortality, there appeared no caufe but only 
the malignity of the waters draining off the land. 


This happens chiefly, as I take it, where the wae 


ter drains through thick woods and favannahs of 
long grals, and fwaimpy grounds, with which fome 


hot countries abound; and I believe it receives a 
{trong tin¢ture from the roots of feveral kinds of | 

PHAR by. 4 ey } : f , Nie Buk ee ne z M4 Pig hae eae 5 
trees, herbs, écc. and efpecially where there is any 


ftagnancy of the water, it foon corrupts; and pof- 
fibly the ferpents, and other poifonous vermin and 
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infects may not a little contribute to its bad quali- 
ties : at fuch times it will look very deep coloured, 
yellow, red, or black, &c. The featon of the 


rains was over, and the land floods were abating 
upon the taking up this water in the river of Ben- 


couli; but would the feamen have given themfelves 
the trouble, they might have fill’d their veffels with 
excellent good water at a {pring on the backfide of 
the fort, not above two or three hundred paces 
from the landing place, and with which the fort 1s 
ferved. And I mention this as a caution to any 
fhips that fhall go to Bencoult for the futured ; and 
withal, I think it worth the care of the owners or 
governors of the factory, and that it would tend 
much to the prefervation of their feamens lives, to 
Jay pipes to convey the fountain water to the fhore, 
which might eafily be done with a fmall charge 5 
and had I ftaid longer there, I would have under- 
taken it. I had a defigh alfo of bringing it into the 
fort, though much higher, for it would be a great 
convenience and fecurity to it, in cafe of a fiege. 
Befides the badnefs of our water, it was ftowed 
among the pepper in the hold, which made it very 
hot. Every morning when we came [0 take our 
allowance, it was fo hot that a man could fcarcely 
fuffer his hands in it, or hold a bottle full of it in 
his hand. I never any where felt the like, nor 
could have thought it poffible that water fhould heat 
to that degree in a fhip’s hold. Ir was exceeding 
black too, and looked more like ink than water. 
Whether it grew fo black with ftanding, or was 
tinged with the pepper, I know not, for this wa- 
ter was not fo black when it was firtt taken up. Our 
food alfo was very bad ; for the fhip had been out 
of England upon this voyage above three years 5 
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we fed on, having been fo long in falt, was but 


ordinary food for fickly men to live upon. 


_ Captain Heath, when he faw the mifery of his 


company, ordered his own tamarinds, of which he 


had fome jars on board, to be given fome to each 


mefs, to eat with their rice. T his was a great re- 
frefhment to the men, and I do believe it contri- 


buted much to keep us on our legs. | a 
This diftemper was fo univertal that there was 


{carce a man in the fhip, but what languifhed un-— 


derit; yet it ftole fo infenfibly on us, that we could 
not fay we were fick, feeling little or no pain, only 
a weaknefs and but little ftomach. Nay, moft of 
thofe who died in this voyage, would hardly be 
perfuaded to keep their cabins, or hammocks, till 
they could not ftir about; and when they were 
forced to lie down, they made their will, and died 
in two or three days, | | 

‘The lofs of thefe men, and the weak languith- 


ing condition that the reft of us were in, rendered — 


us incapable to govern our fhip, when the wind 
blew more than ordinary. This often happened 
when we drew near the cape, and as often put us 
tO our trumps to manage the fhip. Captain Heath, 
fo encourage his men to their labour, kept his 
watch as conftantly as any man, tho’ fickly him- 
felf, and lent a helping hand on all oceafions. But, 
at laft, almoft defpairing of gaining ‘his paflage to 
the cape, by reafon of the winds coming foutherly, 
and we having now been failing eight or nine weeks, 
he called all our men to confult about our fafety, 
and defired every’ man, from the higheft to the 


loweit, freely to give his real opinion and advice, — 


what to do in this dangerous juncture ; for we were 
not in a condition to keep out long ; and could we 
not get to land quickly, muft have perithed at fea. 


He confulted therefore whether it was beft to beat 


for 


a ae eee ee Soo eee a 
sR Tat 5 Sens > EE re Be TA RE eae a oe 


= 


sos eee Sai Ses 


“ 
~ 


gee 


ene 


peas 


— 


a ee, 


i bee Ets 


ae Fe Speed ee ee 


Capt. WILLIAM DAMPIER. 36g 


for the cape, or bear away for Joharina, where we 
might expect relief, being a place where our out- 
ward bound Eaft India fhips ufually touch, and 
whofe natives are very familiar ; but other places 
efpecially St. Laurence, or Madagafcar, which was 
nearer, was unknown to us. We were now fo near 
the cape, that with fair wind, we might expect to be 
there in four or five days ; but as the wind was now, 
we could not hope to get thither. On the other 
fide, this wind was fair to carry us to Johanna; 
but then Johanna was a great way off, and if the 
wind fhould continue as it was, to bring us into a 
true trade wind, yet we could not get thither under 
a fortnight; and if we fhould meet calms, as we 
might probably expect, it might be much longer. 
Befides, we fhould lofe our paffage about the cape 
till October or November, this being about the lat- 
ter end of March, for after the tenth of May ’tis 
not ufual to beat about the cape, to come home. 
All circumftances therefore being duly confidered, 
we at laft unanimoufly agreed to profecute our voy- 
age towards the cape, and with patience wait for a 
fhift of wind. Suh i | 

But captain Heath, having thus founded the in- 
clination of his weak men, told them, that it was 
not enough that they all confented to beat for the 
cape, for our defires were not fufficient to bring us 
thither, but that there would need a more than or- 
dinary labour and management from thofe that 
were able; and witkal, for their encouragement, he 
promifed a months pay gratis, to every man that 
would engage to aflift on all occafions, and be 


ready upon cal}, whether it were his watch or. 


not; and this money he promifed to pay at the 
cape. This offer was firft embraced by fome of the 
officers, and then as many of the men as found 
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. themfelves in a capacity, lifted themfelves i in a roll, 
to ferve their commander. 


This was wifely contrived of the captain, for ve 


could not have compelled them in their weak con- 
dition, neither would fair words alone, without 
fome hopes of a reward, have engaged them to fo 
much extraordinary work, for the fhip, fails, and 


rigging were much out of repair. For my part, I 


was too weak to enter myfelf in that lift, or elfe 
our common fafety, which I plainly faw, lay at 


{take, would have prompted me to do more than 


any fuch reward would do. In a fhort time after 
this, it pleafed God to favour us with a fine wind, 
which being improved to the beft advantage by the 
inceflant labour of thefe new lifted men, brought us 
in a fhort time to the Cape. 

The night before we entered the harbour, which 
was about the beginning of April, being near the 
land, we fired a gun every hour, to give notice that 
we were in diftrefs. The next day, a Dutch cap- 
tain came on board in his boat, who feeing us fo 
weak as not to be able to trim our fails to turn in- 
to the harbour, though we did tolerably well at fea, 
before the wind, and being requefted by our cap- 
tain to affift him, fent afhore for a hundred lufty: 
men, who immediately came on board, and brought 
our fhip in to an anchor. They allo unbent our 
fails, and did every thing for us that they were re- 
quired to do, for which captain Heath gratified 

them to the full. 
-Thefe men had better ftomachs than we; and eat. 


freely of fuch food as the fhip afforded ; and having 


the freedom of our fhip, to go to and fro between, 
decks, made prize of what “they could lay their. 
hands on, efpecially falt- beef, which our men, for. 
want of ftomachs in the voyage, had hung up fix, 


eight, or ten pieces in a place, © This was conveyed 


away 
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away before we knew it, or thought of it; befides, 
in the night, there was a bale of muflins broke 
open, and a great deal conveyed away; but whe- 
ther the muflins were ftoln by our own men, or the 
Dutch, I cannot fay ; for we had fome very dexter- 
ous thieves in our fhip. 

Being thus got fate to an anchor, the fick were 
prefently fent afhore, to quarters provided for them, 
‘and thofe that were able remained on board, and 
had good fat mutton, or frefh beef fent on board, 
every day. I went afhore alfo with my painted 
prince, where I remained with im till the time of 
failing again, which was about fix weeks. In which 
time I took the opportunity of informing mytelf 
what I could concerning this country, which I fhall 
in this next place give you a brief account of, and 
fo make what hafte I can home. | 
_ The Cape of Good Hope is the utmoft bounds 
of the continent of Africa towards the fouth, lying 
34d. 30 m. S, lat. in a very temperate climate. 
I look upon this latitude to be one of the mildeft 
and {weeteft for its temperature, of any whatfoever, 
and I cannot here but take notice of a common pre- 
judice our European feamen have as to this coun- 
try, that they look upon it as much colder than 
places in the fame latitude to the north of the line. 
I am not of their opinion as to that, and their think- 
ing fo I believe may be eafily accounted for from 
hence, that whatever way they come to the Cape, 
whether going to the Eaft Indies or returning back, 
they pafs through a hot climate, and coming to it 
thus out of an extremity of heat, it is no wonder if: 
‘it appear the colder to them. Some impute the cold- 
nefs of the fouth wind here to its blowing off from 
fea. On the contrary, I have always obierved the 
fea winds to be warmer than land winds, unlefs it 
be when a bloom, as we call it, or hot meen | 
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a 


from thence. Such a one we felt in this very voy- 
age, as we went from the Cape Verd iflands, to- 


was the fouth feas, which I forgot to mention in 


its proper place. For one afternoon about the 19th — 


of January, 1683, in the lat. of 37 fouth, we felt a 
brifk gale coming from off the coaft of America, 
but fo violent hot, that we thought it came from 


fome burning mountain on the Grove: and was like _ 
the heat from the mouth of an oven. Juft fuch a- 


nother gleam I felt one afternoon alfo, as I lay at 
anchor at the Groin in July, 1694, it came with a 


foutherly wind; both thefe were followed by a — 


thunder fhower. Thele were the only great blooms 
T ever met with in my travels. But fetting thefe a- 
fide, which are exceptions, I have made it my ge- 
neral obfervation, that the fea winds are a great 


deal warmer than thofe which blow from land; un- — 
lefs where the wind blows from the poles, which I 


take to be the true caute of the coldnefs of the fouth 


wind at the Cape; for it is cold at fea alfo. And — 


as for the coldnefs of land winds, as the fouth weft 
parts of Europe are very fenfible of it from the nor-— 


thern and eaftern winds, fo on the oppofite coalt of — 


Virginia, they are as much pinched with the north 
weft winds, blowing exceffively cold from ever the 


continent; though te latitude be not much prealens 


than this of the Cape. 


But to proceed; this large promontory confi fts a 


of high, and very remarkable land ; and off at fea 
it affords a very pleafant and agreeable profpeét, 
And without doubt the profpect “of it was very a- 


greeable to thofe Portuguefe, who firft found out — 
this way by fea to the Fatt Indies, when after coaft- 


ing along the vaft continent of Africa, towards the 

fouth pole, they had the comfort of feeing the land _ 

and their courfe end in this promontory; which 

therefore they called the Cape de Bon Efperance, ont fe 
OQ 
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of Good ‘Hope, finding that they might now pro- 
ceed eaftward. _ 
There is good founding off this Cape fifty or fix- 


ty leagues at fea, to the fouthward; and therefore | 


our Englifh feamen ftanding over as they ufually 
do, from the coaft of Brazil, content themfelves 
with their foundings, concluding thereby that they 
are abreaft of the Cape, they often pafs by without 


feeing it, and begin to fhape their courfe northward. 


They have feveral other figns whereby to know 
when they are near it, as by the fea-fowl they meet 
at fea, efpecially the algatroffes, a very large long 
winged bird, and the mangovolucres, a {maller 
fowl. But the greateft dependance of our Englifh 
- feamen now is upon their obferving the variation of 
the compafs, which is very carefully minded when 


they come near the Cape, by taking the fun’s am- 


plitude mornings and evenings. ‘This they are fo 
exact in, that by the help of the azimuth compafs, 
an inftrument more peculiar to the feamen of our 
nation, they know when they are abreaft of the 
Cape, or are either to the eaft or the weft of it; 
and for that reafon, though they fhould be fouth- 
ward of all the foundings, or fathomable ground, 
they can fhape their courfe right, without being 
obliged ro make the land. But the Dutch, on the 
contrary, having fettled themfelves on this promon- 
tory, do always touch here in their E.aft India voy- 
ages, both going and coming. | 
The moft remarkable land at fea is a high moun- 
tain, fteep to the fea, with a Mat even top, which 
is called the table land. On-the weft fide of the 
Cape, a little to the northward of it, there is a {pa- 
cious harbour, with a low flat ifland lying off it, 
which you may leave on either hand, and pats in 
or out fecurely at either end. Ships that anchor 
here, ride near the main land, leaving the ifland at 
a 
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fea again{t the harbour is low, but backed with 
high mountains a little ci in, to the foushiwarc 
of: ae | 
The foil of this country ‘is of a ae oleae 
not deep, yet indifferently productive of grafs, herbs, 
and trees. The grafs 1s fhort, like that which 


‘The trees hereabouts are but {mall and few ; the 
country alfo farther from the fea, does not much 
abound in trees, as I have been informed. ‘The 
mould or foil alfo is much like this near the ‘har- 
beur, which though it cannot be faid to be very 
fat, or rich land, yet it is very fit for cultivation, 
and yields good crops to the induftrious hufband- 
man, and the country is pretty well fettled with 
farms, Dutch ‘families, and French refugees, | for 
twenty or thirty leagues up the country, but there 
are sg few farms near the harbour. | 

Fiere grows plenty of wheat, barley, easel &e. 
Herd are alfo fruits of many kinds, as apples, pears, 
quinces, and the largeft Sets that f did: ever 
fee. 

The chief fruits are erapes. “Thete rae very 
well, and the country is of late years, fo well ftock- 
ed with vineyards, that they make abundance of 
wine, of which they have enough and to fpare, and 


wine is like a French high country white-wine, but 


and ftrong. 
The tame animals of this doviciiry are ‘theep, 


darge and ee for they thrive very well here ;. this 
‘beitg a dry country, the-fhort pafturage is very a- 
-ereeable to thefe creatures, ‘but it is not fo” proper 


a farther diftance without them. The land by the 


grows on our ‘Wilethite or Dorfetfhire downs. The 


fell great quantities to fhips that touch here. This 


of a pale yellowifh colour, it is fweet, wae pleafant in 


| ‘goats, hogs, cows, horfes, &c. ‘The fheep are very — 


“for sreat cattle, en is‘ the beef in its kind fo 
fweet’: 
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{weet as the mutton. Of wild beafts, it is faid, 
here are feveral forts, but I faw none. However, 
it is very likely ‘there are fome wild beafts, that 
prey on the fheed, becaufe they are commonly 
brought into the houfes in the night, and penned 
up. 

There is a very beautiful fort of wild afs or zebra 
in this country, whofe body is curioufly ftriped 
with equal lifts of white and black, the ftripes com- 
ing from the ridge of his back, and ending under the 
belly, which is white. Thefe ftripes are two or 
three fingers broad, running parallel with each o- 
ther, and curioufly intermixed, one white and one 
black, over from the fhoulder to the rump. I faw 
two of the fkins of thefe beafts dried and preferved, 
to be fent to Holland, as a rarity. They feemed 
big enough to inclofe the body of a beaft, as big 
as a large colt of a twelvemonths old. 

Here are a great many ducks, dunghill fowls, 
&c. and oftridges are plentifully found in the dry 
mountains and plains. I eat of ther eggs here, and 
thofe of whom I bought them told me that thefe 
creatures lay their eggs in the fand, or at leaft on 
dry ground, and fo leave them to be hatched by 
the fun. The meat of one of their eggs will fuf- 
fice two men very well. The inhabitants preferve 
‘the eggs that they find to fell to ftrangers. They 
were pretty fcarce when I was here, in the begin- 
ning of their winter, whereas I was told they lay 
their eges about Chriftmas, which is their fum- 
mer. 

The fea hereabouts affords plenty of fifh of di- 
vers forts, efpecially a fmall fort of fifh, not fo big 
as a herring, whereof they have fuch great plenty 
that they pickle great quantities yearly, and fend 
them to Europe. Seals are alfo in great numbers 

about the Cape, which, as I have ftill obferved, is 
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a good fign of the plentifulnefs of fifth, which is 


their food. faye ey 
The Dutch have a ftrone fort by the fea fide, 
againft the harbour, where the governor lives. At 
about two or three hundred paces diftance from 
thence, on the weft fide of the fort, there is a {mall 
Dutch town; in which I told about fifty or fixty 
houfes, low, but well built, with ftone-walls, there 
being plenty of ftone, drawn out of a quarry clofe 


"On the backfide of the town, as you go towards 
the mountains, the Dutch Eaft India company have 
a large houfe, and a ftately garden walled in with 
a high ftone wall. Bi ys 
_ This garden is full of divers forts of herbs, 
flowers, roots, and fruits, with curious {pacious 


ravel-walks and arbors, and is watered with a_ 


brook that defcends out of the mountains, which 
being cut into many channels, is conveyed into. all 

arts of the garden. The hedges which make the 
walks are very thick, and nine or ten feet high 5 
they are kept exceeding neat and even by continual 
pruning. There are lower hedges within thefe a- 
gain, which ferve to feparate the fruit-trees from 
each other, but without fhading them; and they 


keep each fort of fruit by themfelves, as apples, 


pears, abundance of quinces, pomgranats, &c. 
thefe all profper very well, and bear good fruit, e- 
fpecially the pomgranat. The roots and garden- 
herbs have alfo their diftinét places, hedged ina 
part by themfelves, and all in fuch order, that it 1s 
exceeding pleafant and beautiful. There are a great 
number of negro flaves brought from other parts of 
the world, fome of which are continually weeding, 
pruning, trimming and looking after it. All flran- 
eers are allowed the liberty to walk there; and by 
the fervants leave, you may be admitted to tafte of 
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the fruit, but if you think to do it clandeftinely, 
you may be miftaken, as I knew one was when I 


was in the garden, who took five or fix pomgra- | 


nats, and was efpied by one of the flaves, and 
threatned to be carried before the governor; I be- 
lieve it coft him fome money to make his peace, 
for I heard no more of it. Further up from the 
fea, beyond the garden, towards the mountains, 
there are feveral other fmall gardens and vineyards, 
belonging to private men; but the mountains are 
fo nigh, that the number of them are but fmall. 
The Dutch that live in the town get confiderably 
by the fhips that frequently touch here, chiefly by 


entertaining flrangers that come afhore to refrefh 


themfelves ; for you mutt give three fhillings or a 
dollar a day for your entertainment, the bread and 
flefh is as cheap here as in England; befides they 
buy good pennyworths of the feamen, both out- 
wards and homewards bound, which the farmers 
up the country buy of them again at a dear rate, 
for they have not an opportunity of buying things 
at the beft hand, but muft buy of thofe that live at 
the harbour ; the neareft fettlements, as [ was in- 
formed, being twenty miles off. | 
Notwithftanding the great plenty of corn and 
wine, yet the extraordinary high taxes which the 
company lays on liquor, makes it very dear; and 
you can buy none but at the tavern, except it be 
by ftealth. There are but threechoufes in the town 
that fell {trong liquor, one of which is the wine- 
houfe or tavern, there they fell only wine, another 
fells beer and mum, and the third fells brandy and 
tobacco, all extraordinary dear. A flafk of wine 
which holds three quarts will coft eighteen ftivers, 
for fo much I paid for it, yet I bought as much 
for eight ftivers in another place, but it was private- 
ly, at an unlicenced houfe, and the perfon that fold 
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it, would have been ruined had it been known; and 
thus inuch for the aoe and the European i in- 
habitants. 


CHA Pr XXXVI 


Of the natural ababeuanns of the Cape of Good Hope, | 


the Hodmodeds or Hottentots ; their Manners, cu 


froms, Fe, 


as HE natural inhabitants of vie cape are the 


Fiodmodods, as they are commonly called, 


which is a corruption of the word rlottentot ; for 


this is the name by which they call to one another, 
either in their dances, or on any occafion, as if 


every one of them had this for his ‘hame.. ““Ehes, 


word probably hath fome fignification or other i in 
their larguage, whatever it is. 

Thefe Hottentots are people of a middle ftature, 
with {mall limbs and thin bodies, full of activity. 


Their faces are of a flat oval figure, of the negro” 


make, with great eye brows, and black eyes; but 
neither are their nofes fo flat, nor their lips fo thick, 
as the negros of Guinea. Their complexion is darker 
than the ¢ common Indians, tho’ not fo black as the 


negros or New Hallanders, neither is their hair fo 


much frizled. 


They befmear themfelves all over with greafe, as 


well to keep their joints fupple, as to fence their 
half naked bodies from the air, by ftopping up 


their pores. To do this the more effectually, they 


rub foot over the ereafed parts, efpecially cheir faces, 


which adds to their natural beauty, as painting 
does in Europe ; but withal fends from them a 


{trong fmell, which though fufficiently pleafing to 

themfelves is very unpleafant to others. They are 
olad of the worft of kitchin-ftuff for this purpofe, 
and ufe it as often as they can get it. 


This 
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This cuftom of anointing the body is very com- 
mon in other parts of Africa, efpecially on the 
coa{t of Guinea, where they generally ufe palm-oil, 
anointing themfelves from head to foot ; but when 
they want oil, they make ufe of kitchen-ituff, which 
they buy of the Europeans, that trade with them, 
In the Eatt Indies alfo, efpecially on the coait of 
Cudda and Malacca, and in general on almoft all 
the eafterly iflands, as well on Sumatra, Java, &c. 
as on the Phillippine and fpice iflands, the Indian 
inhabitants anoint themfelves with cocoa nut oil, 
two or three times a day, efpecially mornings and 
evenings. They fpend fometimes half an hour in 
chafing the oil, and rubbing it into their hair and 
fkin, leaving no place unfmeared with oil, but their 
face, which they daub not, like thefe Hottentots. 
The Americans alfo in fome places ufe this cuitom, 
but not fo frequently, perhaps for want of oil and 
greale to do it. Yet fome American Indians in the 
North Seas, frequently daub themfelves with a pig- 
ment made with leaves, roots, or herbs, or witha 
fort of red earth, giving their fkins a yellow, 
red, or green colour, according as the pignent is 5 
and thefe {mell unfavorily enough to people not 
accuftomed to them ; tho” not fo rank as thofe who 
ufe oil or greafe. | 

The Hottentots wear no covering on their heads, 
but deck their hair with fimall fhells. Their gar- 
ments are fheep fkins wrapp’d about their fhoulders 
like a mantle, with the woolly fide next their bo- 
dies. The men have befides this mantle, a piece 
of fkin like a fmall apron, hanging before them. 
The women have another fkin tucked about their 
waifts, which comes down to their knees like a 
peticoat ; and their legs are wrapp’d round with 
fheep guts two or three inches thick, fome up as 
high as to their calves, others even from their feet 

| | Bb2 to 


\ 


| 
P 
t 
; if 


4 a 
Ya 
_ 
f : 
H 
ths d 
| 


es Se 


oN 


380  Yhe Vovaces and ApventuRES of " 


bow 


to their knees, which at a fmall diftance feem to be 


afort of boots. Thefe are put on when they are 


green, and fo they grow hard and fliff on their legs, 
tor they never pull them off again, till they have oc- 
cafion to eat them, which is when they journey from 
home, and have no other food ; then thefe cuts 
which they have worn, it may be, fix, eight, ten, 
or twelve months, make them a good banquet: this 
I was informed of by the Dutch. They never pull 
off their fheep {kin garments, but to loufe them- 
felves, for by continual wearing them they are full 
of vermin, which obliges them often to ftrip and 
fitin the fun two or three hours together in the 
heat of the day to deftroy them. Indeed moft In- 
dians that live remote from the equator, are moleft- 
ed with lice, tho’ their garments afford lefs fhelter 
for them than thefe Hottentots fheep fkins do. For 
all thofe Indians who live in cold countries, as in 
the north and fouth parts of America, have fome 
fort of {kin or other to cover their bodies, as deer, 
otter, beaver or feals fkins, all which they as con- 
flantly wear, without fhifting themfelves, as thefe 
Hottentots do their fheep fkins. And hence they 


are low{y too, and ftrong fcented, though they do 


not daub themielves at all, or but very little; for 

even by. reafon of their fkins they fmell ftrong. 
The Hottentots houfes are the meaneft that I 

ever faw. They are about nine or ten feet high, 


and ten or twelve from fide to ‘fide. They are in 
a manner round made with fmall poles ftuck into 
the ground, and brought together at the top, where. 


they are fattened. The fides and tops of the houfés 
are filled up with boughs courfely watled between 
the poles, and all is covered over with long grafs, 
rufhes, and pieces of hides ; and the houfe at a di- 


fiance appears juft like a hay cock. They leave 


only a {mall hole on one fide about three or four 


feet. 
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feet high, for a door to creep in and out at; but 
when the wind comes in at this door, they ftop it 
up, and make another hole in the oppofite fide. 
They make the fire in the middle of the houfe, and 
the fmoak afcends out of the crannies, from all 
parts of the houfe. They have no beds to lie ons 
but tumble down at night round the fire. 

Their Houthold furniture is commonly an earth- 
en pot or two to boil victuals, and they. live very 
miferably and hard; it is reported that they will 
faft two or three days together, when they travel 
about the country. 

Their common food is either herbs, flefh, or 
fhell-fith, which they get among the rocks, or o- 
ther places at low water; for they have no boats, 
barklogs, nor canoes to go a fifhing in ; fo that 
their chief fubfiftence is on land animals, or on 
fach herbs as the land naturally produceth. I was 
told by my Dutch landlord, that they kept fheep 
and bullocks here before the Dutch fettled among 
them; and that the inland Hottentots have ftill 
great flocks of cattle, and fell them to the Dutch 
for rolls of tobacco; and that the price for which 
they fell a cow or fheep, was as much twifted to- 
bacco, as will reach from the horns or head to the 
tail; for they are great lovers of tobacco, and will 
do any thing for it. This their way of trucking 
was confirmed to me by many others, who yet faid 
that they could not buy their beef this cheap way, 
for they had not the liberty to deal with the Hot- 
tentots, that being a privilege which the Dutch 
Eaft India company referve to themfelves, My 
landlord having a great many lodgers, fed us moft 
with mutton, fome of which he bought of a butch- 
er, for there is but one in the town ; but moft of 
it he killed in the night, the fheep being brought 
privately by the Hottentots, who affift in fkinning 
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and dreffing, and had the fkin and guts for their 
pains. I judge thefe theep were fetched out of the 
country, a good way off, for he himfelf would be 
abfent a day or two to procure them, and two or 
‘three Hottentots with him. Thefe of the Hotten- 
tots, that live by the Dutch town, have their great- 
eft fubfiftence from the Dutch, for there is one or 
more of them belonging to every houfe. Thefe do 
all forts of fervile work, and there take their food 
and greafe. Three or four more of their neareft 
relations fit at the doors or near the Dutch houfe, 
waiting for the fcraps and fragments that comé 
from the table; and if between meals the Dutch 
people have any occafion for them to go on er- 
rands, or the like, they are ready at command ; 
expecting little for their pains ; but for a ftranger 
they will not budge under a ftive. © 
_ Their religion, if they have any, is wholly un- 
known to me; for they have no temple nor idol, 


nor any place of worfhip that I faw or heard of. - 


Yet their mirth and noGturnal paftimes at the new 
and full of the moon, look’d as if they had fome 
fuperftition about it. For at the full efpecially they 


fing and dance all night, making a great noife: 1 


walked out to their huts twice at thefe times, in the 
evening, when the moon arofe above the horizon, 
and viewed them for an hour or more. They feem 
all very bufy, both men, women and children, 
dancing very oddly on the grafs by their houles. 
They traced too and fro” promifcuoufly, often clap- 
ping their hands and finging aloud. © Their faces 
were fometimes to the eaft, fometimes to the weft ; 
neither did I fee any motion or geflure that they 
ufed when their faces were towards the moon, more 
than when their backs wére towards it: After I had 
thus obferved them for a while, I returned to my 
lodging, which was not above’ two or three hun- 
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dred paces from their huts; and I heard them fing- 
~ ing in the fame manner all night. In the grey of 
the morning I walked out again, and found many 
of the men and women {till finging and dancing ; 
who continued their mirth till the moon went down, 
and then they left off; fome going into their huts. 
to fleep, and others to their attendance in their 
Dutch houfes. Other negros are lels circum{pect 
in their night-dances, as to the precife time of the. 
full moon, they being more general in their noc- 
turnal paftimes, and ufe them oftener ; as do ma- 
ny people in the Haft and Weft Indies; yet there 
is a difference between the colder and warmer cli- 
mates as to their divertifement. The warmer cli- 
mates being generally productive of very delicate 
fruits, &c. and thefe uncivilized people caring for 
little elfe than what is barely neceffary ; they ipend 
the greateft part of their time in diverting them- 
_felves after their feveral fafhions; but the Indians 
of colder climates are not fo much at leafure, the 
fruits of the earth being {carce, and they neceffita- 


ted to be continually fithing, hunting, or fowling. 


for their fubfiftence; not as with us for recreation. 

As forthe Hottentots, they area very lazy fort of 
people, and tho’ they live in a very delicate coun~ 
try, very fit to be manured, and where there is 
land enough for them, yet they chufe rather to live 


as their fore-fathers, poor and miferable, than be, 


at pains for plenty. And fo much for the Hotten- 
cots: I fhall now return to our own affairs. 

Upon our arrival at the cape, captain Heath 
rook an houfe to live in, in order to recover his 
health. Such of his men as were able did fo too, 
for the reft he provided lodgings and paid their ex- 
pences. Three or four of our men, who came 
athore very fick, died, but the reft, by the affiftance 
of the doctors of the fort, a fine air, and good 
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kitchin and cellar phyfick, foon recovered their 
healths. Thofe that fubfcribed to be at all calls, 


and affifted to bring in the fhip, received captain ~ 


Heath’s bounty, by which they fiurnifhed thems 
felves with liquor for their homeward voyage. But 


we were now fo few, that we could not fail the fhip ;- 


therefore captain Heath defired the governor to 
{pare him fome men ; and as I was informed, had 
a promife to be fupplied out of the homeward bound 
Dutch Eaft India fhips, that were now expected 
every day, and we waited for them. In the mean 
time in came the James and Mary, and the Jofiah 


of London, bound home. Out of thefe we thought — 


to have been furnifhed with men ; but they had on- 
ly enough for themfelves; therefore we waited yet 
longer for the Dutch fleet, which at laft arrived ; 
but we could get no men from them. | 
Captain Heath was therefore forced to get men 
by ftealth, fuch as he could pick up, whether fol- 
diers or feamen. The Dutch knew our want of 


men, therefore near forty of them, thofe that had 


a defign to return to Europe, came privately and. 


offered themfelves, and waited in the night at places 
appointed, where our boats. went and fetched three 
or four on board at a time, and hid them, efpecial- 
ly when any Dutch boat came on board our fhip, 
Here at the cape I met my friend Daniel Wallis, 
the fame who leap’d into the fea an fwam at Pulo 
Condore. After feveral traverfes to Madagafcar, 
Don Mafcarim, Pondicherry, Pegu, Cunnimere, 
Maderas, and the river of Hugli, he was now got 
hither ina homeward bound Dutch fhip. I foon 
perfuaded him to come over to us, and found means 
to get him on board our fhip. | | fay Gant 
The following {hort defcription of Natal, a part 
of Africa, on the north eat fide of the Cape, thar 
is not well known to Europeans, I received from 
| my 
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my ingenious friend captain Rogers, who has been 
there feveral times, | have therefore annexed it as 
I thought it would not be unacceptable to the cu- 
rious reader. : 
The country of Natal takes up about 3 d. and 
a halt of latitude from north to fouth, lying be- 
tween the lat. of 31 d. 30.m. fouth and 28 fouth. It 
is bounded on the fouth by a country inhabited by 
a {mall nation of favage people, called by our Eng- 
Jifh wild-bufh-men ; that live in caves and in holes 
of rocks, and have no other houfes, but fuch as 
are formed by nature: they are of a low ftature, 
tauny coloured, with crifped hair, they are account- 
ed very cruel to their enemies. Their weapons are 
bows and poifoned arrows. Thefe people have for 
their neighbours on the fouth the Hottentots. Del- 
lagoa is a navigable river, in lat. 28 fouth, that 
bounds Natal on the north. The inhabitants of 
this river have a commerce with the Partuguefe of 
Mozambique, who oft vifit them in. fmall barks, 
and trade there for elephants teeth, of which they 
have great plenty. Some Englith too have lately 
been there to purchafe teeth, particularly captain 
Freak, who after he had been in the river of Del- 
Jagoa, and purchated eight or ten tun of teeth, lott 
his fhip on a rock near Madagafcar. The country 
of Natal lies open to the Indian fea on the eaft, but 


how far back it runs to the weftward is not yet 


known. | 
That part of the country which borders on the 
fea is plain champaign and woody, but within land 
it appears uneven, by reafon of many hills which 
rife in unequal heights above each other. Yet it is 
varied with pleafant vallies and large plains, and it 
is checkered with natural groves and favannahs. 
Neither is there any want of water, for every hill 
affords little brooks, which glide feveral ways, fome 


of 
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of which, after feveral turnings and windings, meet 
by degrees and make up the | river of Natal, which 
difchargeth itfelf into the Eaft Indian ocean in the 
lat. of 30 d. fouth. There it opens pretty wide, and 
is deep enough for {mali veffels. But at the mouth 
of the river is a bar which has not above ten or 
eleven feet water on it in a {pring tide; though 


within there is water enough. ‘This river is the 


principal of the country of Natal, and has been 
ately frequented by fome of our Englifh fhips ; 
particularly by a {mall veffel that captain Rogers, 
formerly mentioned, commanded. 

There are alfo other ftreams and rivers, which 


bend their courfes northerly, efpecially one of a 


confiderable bignefs about one hundred miles with- 
in land, and wich runs due north. 

The woods are compofed of divers forts of trees, 
many of which are very good timber, and fit for 
any ules, being tall and large. The favannahs alfo 
are cloathed with kindly thick grafs. 

The land-animals of this country are lyons, ti- 


gers, elephants, buffaloes, bullocks, deer, hogs, 
conies, &c. Here are alfo abundance of fea- horfes. 


Buffaloes and bullocks only are kept tame, but 
the reft are all wild. 


Elephants are fo plenty here thar they feed toge— 
ther in great troops, one thoufand or fifteen hun- 


dred in a company, mornings and evenings they 


are feen grazing in the hari but in the heat of 
the day, “they retire into the woods, and are very. 


peaceable if not: ‘molefted. 
Deer are very numerous here alfo. They feed 
quietly in the favannahs among the tame cattle, for 
they are feldom difturbed by the natives. 
Here are fowls of divers forts, fome fuch as we 
have in England, viz, duck and teal, both re 
an 
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and wild; and plenty of cocks and hens. Befides 
abundance of wild birds, wholly unknown to us. 
Here are a fort of wild fowls as big as a peacock, 

which have many fine coloured feathers, but they 
are very rare and fhy. 

_ There are others like curlews, but bigger. The 
flefh of thefe is black, yet fweet and wholefome 
meat. | 


The fea and rivers alfo abound in fith of divers | 


forts, yet the natives do but feldom endeavour to 
take any, except tortoifes, and that is chiefly when 
they come afhore in the night to lay their eggs. 
Though they have alfo another very odd way, which 
they fometimes make ufe of to catch turtle or tor- 
toifes. They take a living fucking fifh or remora, 
and faftning a couple of ftrings to it, (one at the 


head and the other at the tail, ) Y they Jet the fucking 


fifh down into the water on the turtle ground, a- 


mong half-grown or young turtle ; and “when they 
find that the fith hath fattned him! felf to the back of 
a turtle, as he will foon do, they then draw him 
and the turtle up together. This way of fifhing 
(as I have heard) is alfo ufed at Madagafcar. 

The natives of this country are but. of a middle 
ftature, yet have very good limbs ; the colour of 
their fkins is black, their hair crifped, their nofes. 
neither flat nor high, but very well proportioned ; 
their teeth are white, and their afpect is altogether 
graceful.) : | 
» They are nimble people, but very lazy, which, 
probably is for want of commerce... Their chief 
employment is hufbandry. They have a great ma- 
ny bulls and cows, which they carefully look after, 
for every man knows his own, though they run all 
promifcuoufly together in the favannahs, yet they 
~x have pens near their own houfes, where they make 
them gentle, and bring thtm to the pail. They 
See ie | : | allo 
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alfo plant corn and fence in their fields to keep out 
all cattle as well tame as wild. They have Guinea 
corn, which is their bread, and a {mail fort of grain 
no bigger than muftard-feed, with which they make 
their drink. i | 

Here are no arts nor trades profeffed among 
them, but every one makes for himfelf fuch necef- 
faries, as need or ornament requires, the men keep- 
ing to their employment and the women to theirs. 

The men build houfes, hunt, plant, and do what 
is to be done abroad. And the women milk the 
cows, drefs the vi€tuals, &c. and manage all mat- 
ters within doors. ‘Their houfes are not great nor 
richly furnifhed, but they are made clofe and well 
thatched, that neither winds nor weather can hurt 
them. 

They wear but few cloths, and thofe extraordi- 
nary mean. The men go ina manner naked, their 
common garb being only a fquare piece of cloth 
made with filk grafs or moho rind, and wrought in 
form of a fhort apron. At the upper corners it 
has two ftraps to tie round their waifts, and the 
lower end being finely fringed with the fame, hangs 
down to their knees. i 8 

They have caps made with beef tallow of about 
nine or ten inches high. They are a great while a 
making tkefe caps; for the tallow muft be made 
very pure, before it is fit for this ufe. Befides they _ 
lay on but little at a time, and mix it finely among ~ 
the hair, and fo it never afterwards comes off their 
heads. When they go a hunting, which is but fel- | 
dom, they pare off three or four inches from the 
top of it, that fo it may fit the fnugger, but the 
next day they begin to build it up again, and fo 
every day till it is of a decent and fafhionable 
height. | 

Ie 
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It would be a moft ridiculous thing for a man 
here to be feen without a tallow cap. But boys are 


not fuffered to wear any, till they come to maturi- . 


ty, and then they begin to build upon their heads. 
The women have only fhort petticoats which reach 
from the waift to the knee. When it rains they 
cover their bodies with a fimple cow’s hide, thrown 
over their fhoulders like a blanket. 

The common fubfiftence of thefe people is bread 
made of Guinea corn, beef, fifh, milk, ducks, hens, 
egos, &c. They alfo drink milk often to quench 
their thirft ; and this fometimes when it is {weet, 
but commonly they let it be fower firft. 

Befides milk, which is the common drink, they 
make a better fort of the fame grain before-men- 
tioned, purpofely to be merry with. And when 
they meet on fuch occafions, the men make them- 
felves extraordinary fine, with feathers ftuck into 
their caps very thick. They make ufe of the long 
feathers of cocks tails, and none elfe. 

Befides thefe head ornaments, they wear a piece 
of cow hide, made like a tail, and it is faftned be- 
hind them as a tail, reaching from their waitt to the 
ground. This piece of hide is about fix inches 
broad, and each fide of it is adorned with little j iron 
rings of their own making. 

When they are thus attired, their heads a little 
intoxicated, and the mufic playing, they’ll {kip a- 


~ bout merrily, and fhake their tails to fome purpofe, oe 


‘but are very innocent in their mirth. 

Every man may have as many wives as he can 
purchafe and maintain ; and without buying here 
are none to be had, neither is there any other com- 
modity to be bought or fold but women. 

Young virgins are difpofed of by their fathers, 
brothers, or neareft male relations. The price is 
according to the beauty of the damfel. 

They 
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They have no money in this country, but give 
cows in exchange for wives ; and therefore he is the 
richeft man that has moft daughters or filters ; for 
to be fure he will get cattle enough. ity 

They make merry when they take their wives, 
but the bride cries all her wedding-day. They live 
together in fmall villages, and the oldeft man go- 
verns the reft, for all that live together in one vil- 
lage are a kin, and therefore willingly fubmit to 
his government. | ; 

They are very juft, and extraordinary civil to 
flrangers, this was remarkably experienced by two 
Englifh feamen that lived among them five years, 
their fhip was caft away on the coait, and the reft 


of their conforts marched to the river of Delagoa, 


but they ftaid here till captain Rogers accidentally 
came hither and took them away with him: they 
had gained the language of the country ; cand the 
natives freely gave them wives and cows too, They 
were beloved by all the people ; and fo much re- 


verenced, thay their words were taken as laws. And 


when they came away, many of the boys cried be- 
caufe they would not take them with them. 
About the 23d of May we failed from the Cape 
in the company of the James and Mary,. and the 
Jofiah, directing our courfe towards the ifland 
Santa Hellena. We met nothing of remark in this 


voyage, except a great fwelling fea, out of the 
fouth weft, which taking us on the broad fide, — 


made us roll fufficiently. Such of our water-cafks 
as were between decks, rolling from fide to fide, 
were in a fhort time all ftaved, and the deck well 
wathed with the frefh water. The fhot tumbled 


out of the lockers and garlands, and rung a loud 


peal, rumbling from fide to fide, every roll that 


the fhip made ; neither was it an eafy matter to K- 
| | duce 


= 
XN -= * 
3 e+e: 2 a 
tet: _ ON ee — 
= pa 5 eae S 2 
pe ee ee - 


Bee EER 


aa 


i oily 


ia 


Se ee 


SS ite et, 


Se ae ee 


Fan ee ee 5, 


Capt WILLIAM DAMPIER. 3g2 


duce them again within bounds. The guns being 
carefully looked after and lafh’d faft, never budged, 
but the tackles or pulleys, and Jafhings made great 


mufic. The fudden and violent motion of the thip, 
made us fearful left fome of the guns fhould have. 


broken loofe, which muft have been very detrimen- 


tal to the fhips fides. The mafts were alfo in great: 


danger to be rolled by the board ; but no harm hap- 
pened to any of us befides the lofs of three or four 
butts of water, and a barrel or two of good Cape 
wine, which was ftaved in the great cabin. 


This great tumbling fea, took us fhortly after 


we came from the Cape: The violence of it lafted 
but one night ; yet we had a continual {welling out 
of the fouth weft, almoft during all the paflage to 
Santa Hellena, which was an eminent token that 
the fourth weft winds were now violent in the high- 
er latitudes towards the fouth pole; for this was the 
time of the year for thofe winds. . Notwithftanding 
this boifterous fea coming thus obliquely upon us, 
we had fine clear weather, and a moderate gale at 
fouth eaft, or between that and the eaft, till we 
came to the ifland Santa Hellena, where we arrived 
the 2oth day of June. There we found the Princefs 
Ann at an anchor, waiting for us. 

The ifland Santa Hellena lies in about fixteen de- 
erees fouth latitude. The air is commonly ferene 
and clear, except in the months that yield rain; 
yet we had one or two very rainy days, even while 
we were here. Here are moift feafons to plant 
and fow, and the weather is temperate enough 
as to heat, though fo near the equator, and very 
healthy. ? 

The ifland is but fmall, not above nine or ten 
leagues in length, and ftands three or four hundred 
Jeagues from the main land. It is bounded againft 
the fea with fteep rocks, fo that there is no landing 


but 


\ 
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but at two or three places. The land is high and 


mountainous, and feems to be very dry and poor, 

yet there are fine valleys, proper for cultivation. 

The mountains appear bare, only in fome places 

you may fee a few low fhrubs, but the valleys 

afford fome trees fit for building, as I was inform- | 
ed. pape | 


- This ifland is {aid to have been firft difcovered. 


and fettled by the Portuguefe, who ftocked it with 
goats and hogs. But it being afterwards deferted by 
them, it lay wafte, till the Dutch finding it conve- 
nient to relieve their E. India hips, fettled it again, 


but they afterwards relinquifhed it for a more con- 


venient place, I mean the Cape of Good Hope. 
Then the Englith Eaft India company fettled their 
fervants there, and began to fortify it, but they be- 
ing yet weak, the Dutch about the year 1672 came 
thither, and re-took it, and kept it in their pof- 
feffion. This news being reported in England, 
captain Monday was fent to re-take it, who by the 
advice and conduc of one that had formerly lived 
there, landed a party of armed men in the night in 
a {mal! cove, unknown to the Dutch then in gar- 
rifon, and climbing the rocks, got up into the 
ifland, and fo came in the morning to the hills 
hanging over the fort, which ftands by the fea in a 
fmall valley. From thence firing into the fort, they 
foon made them furrender. There were at this 
time two or three Dutch Eaft India fhips, either at 
anchor, or coming thither, when our {hips were 
there. Thefe, when they faw that the Englifh were 
- mafters of the ifland again, made fail to be gone, 
but being,chafed by the Englith frigates, two of 
them became rich prizes to captain Monday and his 
ei) OR aR a | 
The ifland hath continued ever fince in the hands 
of the Englifh Eaft India company, and hath been 
| ereatly 
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greatly itrengthened both with men and guns ¢ fo that at 
this day it is fecure enough from the invafion of any 
enemy. For the common landing place is a fmali bay, 
like a half moon, fcarce goo paces wide, between the 
two points, clofe by the lea fide are good guns planted at 
equal diftances, lying along from one end of the hay to 
the other: befides a {mall fort; a little further in from 
the fea, near the midft of the bay. All which makes 
this bay fo ftrong, that it is impoffible to force it. The 
{mall cove where captain Monday landed his men when 
he took the ifland from the Dutch, is {carce fit for a 
boat to land at; and that is now alfo fortified. . 
There is a imall Englifh town within the great bay, 
flanding in a little valley, between two high fteep moun= 
tains. There may be about twenty or thirty {mall 
houfes, whofe walls are built with rough ftones: the 
infide furniture is very mean. The gevernor hath a 
pretty tolerable handfome low houfe, by the fort ; where 
he commonly lives, having a few foldiers to attend him, 
and to guard the fort. But the houfes in the town be- 
fore-mentionod ftand empty, fave only when fhips arrive 
here; for their owners have all plantations farther in the 
ifland, where they conftantly employ themfelves. But 
when fhips arrive, they all fleck to the town, where they 
live all the time that the fhips lie here; for then is the 
fair or market, to buy fuch neceflaries as they want, and 
to fell off the produce of their plantations. | 
Their plantations afford potatoes, yams, and fome 
plantains ard bonanoes. ‘Their ftock confifts chiefly of 
hogs, bullocks, cocks and hens, ducks, geefe, and tur- 
keys, of which they have great plenty, and fell them 
at a low rate to the failors, taking in exchange, fhirts, 
drawers, or any light cloaths; pieces of callico, filks, 
or muflins : arack, fugar, and lime-juice, is alfo much 
efteemed .and coveted by them. But now they are in 
hopes to produce wine and brandy, in a fhort time; for 
they do already begin to plant vines for that end, there 


being a few Frenchmen there to manage that affair. - 


This I was told but I faw nothing of it, for it rained fo 
hard when I was afhore, that I had not the opportunity 
of feeing their plantations. I was alfo' informed, that 
they get manatee or fea-cows here, which feemed very 
frange tome, Therefore enquiring more firi€ly into 
Cpe? the 
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the matter, I found the Santa Hellena manatee to be, by — 


their fhapes, and manner of lying afhore on the rocks, 


thofe creatures called fea-lions; for the manatee never. 


come athore, neither are they found near any rocky 
fhores, as this ifland is, there being no feeding for them 
in fuch places. Befides, in this ifland there is no river 
for them to drink at, though there is a fmall brook runs 
into the fea, out of the valley by the fort. | 


We ftayed here five or fix days, all which time the 
Iflanders lived at the town, to entertain the feamen; 


who conftantly flockt afhore, to enjoy themfelves among 
their country people. Our touching at the cape had 
‘greatly drained the feamen of their loofe corns, at which 
thefe iflanders has greatly repined; and fome of the 
poorer fort openly complained againft fuch doings, fay- 
ing, it was fit that the Katt India company fhould be ac- 


quainted with it, that they might hinder their thips - 


from touching at the cape. Yet they were extreamly 
kind, in hopes to get what was remaining. ‘They are 
moit of them very poor: but fuch as could get a little 
Jiquor to fell to the feamen at this time got what the 
feamen could f{pare; for the punch-houfes were never 
empty. But had we all come dire€tly hither, and not 
touched at the cape, even the pooreft people among 


them would have gotten fomething by entertaining fick © 


men. For commonly the feamen coming home, are 
troubled, more or lefs, with fcorbutick diftempers; and 
their only hopes are to eet refrefhment and health at this 
ifland, and thefe hopes feldom or never fail them, if 
once they get footing here. For the iflands afford a- 
bundauce of delicate herbs, wherewith the fick are firtt 
bathed to fupple their joints, and then the fruits and 
herbs, and frefh food foon after cure them of their {cor- 
butick humour. So that in a week’s time, men that have 


been carried afhore in their hammocks; ‘wholly unable 


‘to walk, have foon been able to leap and dance. Doubt- 


leis the ferenity and wholefomenels of the air contributes. 


much to the carrying off of thefe feeble dittempers ; for 
here is conftantly a frefh breeze. While we ttayed here, 


many of the feamen got {weethearts. One young man 
belonging to the James and Mary, was married. and 


brought his wife to England with him. Another brought 
his tweetheart to England, they being each engaged by 
| bonds 
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’ bonds to marry at their arrival in England ; and feveral 
other of our Men were over head an ears in love with the 
Santa Hellena maids, who tho they were born there, yet 
very earneftly defired tobe releafed from that prifon, 
which they have no other way to compais, but by mar- 
rying feamen, or paflengers that touch here. The young 
women born here, are but one remove from Englifh, 
being daughters of fuch. They are weil fhaped, proper 
and comely, were they in a dref{s to fet them off. 

. My ftay afhore here was buttwodays, to get refrefh- 
ments for mytelf and Jeoly, whom I carried afhore with 
me : and he was very diligent to pick up fuch things as 
the ifland afforded, carrying afhore with him a bag 
which the people of the ifle filled with roots for him, 
They flockt about him, and feemed to admire him much. 
This was the laft place where I had him at my own dif- 
pofal, for the mate of the fhip, who.had Mr. Moodie’s 
fhare in him, left him entirely to my management, to 
bring him to England. But I was no fooner arrived in 
the Thames, but he was fent afhore to be feen by fome 
eminent perfons; and | being in want of money, was 
prevailed upon to fell firft, part of my fhare in him, and 
by degrees all of it. After this | heard he was carried 
about to be fhewn as a fight, and that. he died of the 
imall-pox at Oxford. | 

But to proceed, our water being filled, and the fhips 
all ftocked with frefh provifions, we failed from hence 
in company of the Princefs Ann, the James and Mary, 
and the Jofiah, July 2d, 1691, direting our courfe to- 
wards England, and defigning to touch no where by the 
way. We were now in the way of the trade winds, 
which we commonly find at E.S. E. or S. E. by E. or 
S. E. till we draw near the line, and fometimes till we 
are eight or ten degrees to the north of the line. For 
which reafon fhips might fhape their courfe fo, as to keep 
on the African fhore, and patsbetween capeVerd and cape 

Verd iflands; for that feems to be the dire@teft courfe io 
England. But experience often fhews us, that the fartheft 
way about is the neareft way home, and fo it is here. 
For by ftriving to keep near the African fhore, you 
meet with the winds more uncertain, and fubje€ to 
calms; whereas in keeping the mid way between Africa 
and America, or rather nearer the American continent, 


Cio till 
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till you are north of the line, you have a brifk conftant 
wale. , | | 

” This was the way that we took, and in our paflage be- 
. fore we got to the line, we faw three fhips, and making 
towards them, we found two of them to be Portuguefe, 
bound to.Brazil. The third kept on a wind, fo that we 
could not fpeak with her; but we found by the Portu- 
guefe it was an Englifh fhip, called the Dorothy, capt. 
‘Thwart commander, bound to the Faft Indies. After 
this we kept company ftill with our three conforts, till 
we came near England, and then were feparated by bad 


weather; but before we came within fight of land we got — 


together again, all but the James and Mary. She got 
into the channel before us, and went to Plymouth, and 
there gave an account of the reft of us; whereupon our 


men of war who lay there, came out tojoin us, and meet-_ 
ing us, brought us off of Plymouth. There ourconfort 


the James and Mary came to us again, and from thence 
we all failed in company of feveral men of war towards 
Portfmouth. There our firft convoy left us, and went 
in thither. But we did not want convoys, for our fleets 
were then repairing to their winter harbours, to be laid 
up; fo that we had the company of feveral Englith fhips 
to the Downs, and a fquadron alfo of Dutch failed up the 


channel, but kept off farther from our Englifh coaft, 
being bound home to Holland. Whenwe came as high 
as the South Foreland, we left them ftanding on their 
courfe, keeping ea thé back of the Goodwin Sands; and __ 
we luft in for the Downs, where we anchored Septem- 


ber 16th, 1697, : 
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